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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cook, Everett, and Pennell Building is a large, four=story brick block in
the French Second qu;re style., The foundation is granite. The first story
facade is comprisedof a series of cast iron pilasters and arches surrounding
windows and the three entrances to the building. An iron plate with the
inscription 'Geo. M., Harding Architect' is found below the left corner
pilaster, The left side‘of the first story is a balanced composition of
three arched windows outlined with stone and two larger windows surrounded by
cast iron pilasters and arches on either side, The facade and left side of tHe
second and third stories are composed of series of windows surmounted by highly
decorative carved stone arches. At the center of the facade between a
second and third story window appears a stone plaque reading ' A.D. 1867
Woodman'. Just below the cornice runs a rope-like ornament which is interuptt
ed by diamond moTifs., The cornice itself is decorated with a series of double
bracketts. The fourth story is of wooden construction in the Mansard Roof
Style. A pronounced Mansard dormer is situated at all four corners of the
building. A smaller dormer appears between the ftwo large ones of the left
side, The facade also has the ftwo large dormers at either side; but being
longer, it possesses a less pronounced dormered window the center with two
smal |l ones at either side. The exterior has remained virtually unchanged
since its construction in 1867 from designs by George M. Harding. The slate~
work on the roof is original. The one minor alteration has been the loss of
ironwork which ornamented the top of the four corner Mansard dormers.

The overall architectural composition of the structure has a pleasing
symmetry, and its massive size makes it a striking and powerful statement of
its style and period.

The building is today used by the drug supply firm of Cook, Everett and
Pennell.

Potential ThreaT: :
Although this building lies adjacent to an urban renewal area, TtThere have
been no plans made to date that will affect it. The purpose of this
nomination is to provide a cover of protection that will restrict any future
adverse planning.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFlCANCE

The Cook, Everett and Pennel | bﬁilding was the most high style commercial
building to be erected after Portliand's Great Fire of 1866.

Harding, an architect who worked in Portland from the late [850's to the
early 1870's, Harding was one of several architects who helped rebuild
the city after its destruction in 1866, Many commercial blocks were
planned and executed in the reconstruction period of the 60's and 70's

Financed by The Woodman family, .it was designed in 1867 by George M.

In retrospect, Harding's Woodman building was the most handsomely and
elaborately desugned. Done in the French Second Empire sTer or Mansard
Roof style, it is also the grandes+ example of its kind in Maine. Of
“special significance are the cast iron pilasters and arches found.on the
ground story, These were cast iron from Harding's plans by a local

“foundry, the PorTlan Company.

It location on Middle Street, a street of homogenous commerC|aI sfrucfures
of the same period and styles, makes this structure a focal point of the
entire streetscape in this elegant commercial neighborhood,
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NAME AND TITLE:

John W, Briggs, Historian and _Farle G, Shettleworth Jr,, Advisory Trust
ORGANIZATION DATE )
State Park & Rec., Commission, Greater Portland |andmarks |May 25, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

| State Office Building

Pleasant Street

CITY OR TOWN:

d

STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
State Local

%/,/43%

The recommended

National

Name

Lawrence Stuart

Title ire

L —2

523 72/

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

FEB 25 1972

gy,

Keeper of The Natton%Reglster

o Lfet - /6( (7

Date

ATTEST:

Chi’e[, Office of Atcheoloéy and Historic Pr¢servatiom
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