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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Rev . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 
E N T R Y D A T E 

[1 . NAME 
JW 4 ~ 

LOCATION 

C O M M O N : 

Jackson Homestead 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

S T R E E T A N Q N U M B E R : 

527 Washington S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Newton 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

D i s t r i c t #4 

C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 
C O D E 

"017" 

3. CLASSfFICATION 

Z 
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UJ 

UJ 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t 3 B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc tu re 

• O b i e c t 

S P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P rocess 

[ 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

3 Occup ied 

i 1 U noccup ied 

i 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o q r e s ' 

Y e s : 

3 R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l A g r i c u l t o r o l 

Commerc ia l 

( 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inmen t 

( I Government 

[ I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

^ Museum 

• Pork 

1 I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

1 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

[ I T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Other f S p e c i f y ; 

("71 Comments 

M . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

r i - t -y n f N p > w | - . n n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Newton 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Registry of Deeds. Southern Middlesex 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

, PaynhT-i r l g p .qj-.T-pp-h. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

r ; : ? T n h r - i H g p 

6. RgRRESgNtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Massastosetts 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c Assets o f the Contmonwealth 
D A T E O F SU R V E Y : • Fede ra l a State • C o > ^ 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Rpacnn S-hrep-h 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston . Massachusetts 



\ 7 DESCRIPT ION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

Excellent • Good Q Fair • Deteriorated O Ruins CU Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered E Unaltered 

(Check One) 

CI Moved E Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Jackson Homestead, on the corner of Washington Street and Jackson 
Road, has wide lawns on the f r o n t (south) and west sides, with about one-
half acre of f i e l d s to the rear (north); one-story outbuildings extend 
to the east. Large trees surround the house. In f r o n t the property i s 
bo\inded by an elaborate wooden fence which i s terminated at both ends by 
paneled square posts topped with lorns; posts of the same design mark the 
center entrance. On Jackson Road the land i s enclosed by a simple picket 
fence. 

The two-story building i s clapboard with a hip roof i n which four end 
chimneys are set back i n the slope a few feet from the eaves. The house 
i s f i v e bays wide and four bays deep, with the regularly spaced, shuttered 
windows containing six-over-six sash. The entrance porch i s supported 
by a pair of slender coliamns; the doorway has matching p i l a s t e r s , sidelights 
and an e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t ."N, To the east a driveway c i r c l e s i n f r o n t of 
the outbuildings which are used for wood storage and a garage. 

According to family records a house was constructed on t h i s s i t e i n 1670 
by Edward Jackson, and occupied by successive generations of Jacksons u n t i l 
1809 when a new h£)use (the present Jackson Homestead) was b u i l t by Major 
Timothy Jackson. Vportions of the 1670 house were used i n the construction 
of the new one, i.e. heavy beams as fireplace supports, one i n t e r i o r and 
several exterior doors. ^ 

^Srhe 1809 house was b u i l t on a foundation of granite blocks brought from 
Quincy by oxcart. Inside are six fireplaces with hand carved mantel 
and a kitchen fireplace and o v ^ used for cooking; hand-hewn beams, bricks 
and boards from the 1670 house,-^a 300 year old well i n the f i r s t f l o o r 
laundry room;)the o r i g i n a l f r o n t door designed to keep out Indian arrows 
and bullets;/the room and well i n the c e l l a r where runaway slaves were 
hidden. 
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.SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

OC 

I -

z 

UJ 

PERIOD CchecJt One or More as Appropriate) 

CD P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 CU 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

3 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

[ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

[ I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I [ I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

Urban P l a n n i n g 

^k^Tgiajf^ThH^y. • Other (Specily) 

> C ^ n Sc ience ^^- 'N 

~ • ScVftVur; 4 ,973 

^ ^ ' ^ T . j L n s p o r t a t w K \ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Jackson Homestead i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example of a property acquired 
by an early Newton s e t t l e r , and occupied and maintained by his descendants 
for nearly 300 years. 

^dward Jackson (1602-1681) was the fourth s e t t l e r i n Cambridge Village, 
now called Newton. He b u i l t a s a l t box house on the Homestead property 
i n 1670 for his son^gebas, and owned about 1600 acres at his death. An 
Indian t r a i l crossed his land. He was "constantly present with the Rev. 
John E l i o t at his lectures to the Indians, taking notes and answering 
questions". He owned two menservants and was probably the f i r s t slave 
owner i n Newton. Forty-four of his Newton descendants were i n the 
Revolutionary army. 

Major Timothy Jackson (1756-1814) b u i l t the present house i n 1809, using 
boards, hand-hewn beams and bricks from the old house where possible. He 
joined the M i l i t i a when 15 years old and became a Corporal two years l a t e r . 
While serving i n the Revolution, he spent three years on the high seas 
aboard privateers and other war vessels, was captured several times and 
escaped a f t e r suffering severe hardships, including seven months i n a 
B r i t i s h Army prison i n New York. He sett l e d down to farming i n Newton 
at the age of 24. Later, he became a successful candle and soap manufacturer 
and was able to leave a fi n e estate to his children. His c i v i c a c t i v i t i e s 
included such positions as school teacher, member of the School Board, 
Selectman for six years. Moderator at town meetings. Justice of the Peace, 
and Deputy Sheri f f . 

William Jackson (1783-1855) was Timothy's son. In 1806 he married Hannah 
Woodward of Newton, who died i n 1814 leaving f i v e children. William l a t e r 
married Mary Bennett, moving to the Homestead i n 1820. There were 14 
children when Mr. Whipple of Boston took a remarkable Daguerreotype of the 
entire family i n 1846. William's impressive public career included the 
following: Head of Temperance Society, f i r s t member and Deacon of E l i o t 
Chiirch, member of the 22nd and 23rd Congress, General Agent for the Boston 
and Worcester Railroad, member of the Newton School Board, President of the 
Newton National Bank, owner of the soap and candle factory already established 
on t h i s property, member of a real estate board dedicated to the development 
of Avibumdale i n 1848, member of the Liberal Party, and an A b o l i t i o n i s t 
who made his house an Undergroiand Station f o r runaway slaves. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Historic American Buildings Survey. 1934,1935. National Park Service, 
Washington, D.C. 

Jackson, E.D. Annals of the Jackson Homestead. 
Kieth, Barbara. History of the Jackson Homestead. Mss. 1927, pp.30-32, 
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
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COUNTY: 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Elizabeth R. Amadon, State Survey Director 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

D A T E 

A p r i l 1 7 , 1973 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t (617) 727 -8470 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCATION 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 02108 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 

89-655), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Rational • State H Local • 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Name 

Date 

John/ F.X. Davoren, Secretary of the 
CommSoiiwealth; Chaiman of the Mass. 
Ti t le 
H i s t o r x c a i Commission 

ATTEST: 

Date 

hi 
Date 

-tiC^eepet of The Natioo 

GPO 931.894 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Mi d d l e s f t x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

JUN ^ jgz3_ 
(Number all entries) 

Newton, Jackson Homestead 

(8 con't) , ... 

During the h i s t o r y of the Jackson Homestead, at least twelve brides were 
married i n the pccrlour, and the dining room held as many as forty-two at 
Thanksgiving dinner. Bunk beds line d the wall of the f i r s t f l o o r nursery where 
the young Jacksons slept. 

Jackson r e l a t i v e s l i v e d here u n t i l about 1930. In 1949, a ninth-generation 
descendant gave the Homestead to the City of Newton. The furnishings represent 
those of a house of the early 1800's, including many things that belonged to 
the Jackson family. The house i s r e l a t i v e l y unchanged and i s a good example 
of hip roofed Federal style with i t s o r i g i n a l outbuildings. 

The Homestead i s now used as a museum, where lectures are given and tours 
conducted as part of an active educational program. 

GPO 9 2 1 .7 24 

. - _ . i - . s i 111' 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

J a c k s o n Homestead 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Aaalan'd by NPS) 

JUN 4 « • 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y 

M i d d l e s e x 

T O W N 

Newton 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

527 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U . S . G . S . N e w t o n , Mass . 

D A T E 

1956 

S C A L E 

1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 . 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R Q P E a T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W 

G P O 9 3 2 . 0 1 0 





EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

T H E O D O R E D. M A N N 

M A Y O R 

T E L E P H O N E 

2 4 4 - 4 7 D D 

C i t y of N e w t o n , Massacliiisetts 
Incorporated 1873 

CITY HALL 
C O M M O N W E A L T H A V E N U E A N D W A L N U T S T R E E T 

N E W T O N C E N T R E D Z I S S 

A p r i l 12, 1973 

Mrs. Amadon 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
40 Beacon S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Mrs. Amadon: 

I would l i k e t o take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o thank you 
a l l of the assistance you have given Mr. Br i a n D. Baldwin, 
Newton's Federal Funds A d m i n i s t r a t o r , i n preparing our 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r the l i s t i n g of the Jackson Homestead on 
the Register of H i s t o r i c Places. You have been most k i n d 
and we are i n your debt. 

I would also l i k e t o p o i n t out, a t t h i s time, the p a r t i c u l a r 
urgency i n v o l v e d i n t h i s l i s t i n g . The C i t y of Newton i s 
i n the process of c e l e b r a t i n g i t s Centennial t h i s year 
and numerous a c t i v i t i e s are planned f o r t h i s s p r i n g . We 
a n t i c i p a t e t h a t the Jackson Homestead w i l l play a v i t a l 
p a r t i n these f e s t i v i t i e s . Any assistance you could give 
us i n having the Jackson Homestead approved f o r l i s t i n g 
w i l l be g r e a t l y appreciated. 

Again my thanks, and i f I or any of my s t a f f can be of 
any assistance t o you, please do not h e s i t a t e t o c a l l . 

Since] 

leodore D. Mann 
Mayor 

tdm:bdb:g 



6^ S^c/ela/f^ 

^/aiiac/ittiefti ^iUcyicat 'ioomitiiiiion 

(617) 727-8470 40 Beacon Street 

May 1, 1973 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 

Enclosed i s the National Register nomination f o r : 

Middlesex County, Newton, Jackson Homestead 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, 
and has been signed by Secretary of the Commonwealth, John 
F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission and designated State Preservation Officer, 

The attached l e t t e r from His Honor, the Mayor of Newton, 
indicates the importance of t h i s submission being processed 
as soon as possible, as Newton i s celebrating i t s 
Centennial t h i s year, and many a c t i v i t i e s are scheduled 
for the spring. We would appreciate i t i f you would 
expedite the Jackson Homestead submission. 

With thanks. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
JW 4 1973 

Name 

Arlington Street Church 

Xha Gushing Homestead 

Jackson Homcfstead 

Peabody Institute Library 

Uapaaucket Site 

Location 

Boston 

Suffolk County 

Blnghaa 

PXyatouth County 

Hewton 
Hlddlasex County 
Pftobody 
Eaaex County 
Middleboro 
riyaouth Coxmty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
lion. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Thouiaa P. O'Heill, Jr. 
Hon. Garry L . Studds 
lion. Kobart Urlnan 
UoQ. Michael J . ilarrliiKton 
Hon. ilarfioret M. lieckler 

Director» Kortheaat Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
lion. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Coranonwaalth 
ChAinann, Hassachusatts Ulstorlc.^.I 

Coatoiission 
40 liaacon Street 
Boston, :ia.s8achuaett0 02103 
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NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

PECEP.'ED 2280 

2 5 ̂ 003 

m f i : 
1 This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual propertifij aiiU Uljliicts. See instructions in HoW to Complete the National 

Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and nan-ative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fom 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1- Name of Property 

historic name. The Jackson Homes tead (2QQ3Technical A m e n d m e n t ) 

other names/site number. Timothy Jackson House 

2 I o ra t ion 

street & number. F>?7 Wa.shingtnn Street not for publication 

city or town Newton 

state Massachusetts .code.MA_ county Middlesex 

vicinity 

. code_QlZ_ zip code 02458 

a State/Fer ieral A g e n r y Cert i f i rat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this s'nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
tOmieets • does not meet th^National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide B^Cfilly. ( • See continuation sheet for adjiltional commentsi. 

nature of certifying official/Title Car( 
Massachtreetts Historical Commission 

! csntinuation sheet for: 

Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date I ' 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park S e r v i c e Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

• entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
'Hother (explain): 

Signafike of the Keeper Date of Action 



The Jackson Homes tead 
Name of Property 

Middlesex, MA 
County and State 

5. C iass i f ina t ion 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_ private 
JL public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

JL building(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.; 

WA 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

j 

Noncontributing 

.building 

sites 

J . J . 

, structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

J . 

6. F u n c t i o n o r U s e 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

Domest ic : Single Dwel l ing 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Recreat ion and Cul ture: M u s e u m 

Education: research facility 

7. Descr ip t ion 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from Instructions) 

Early Republ ic: Federa l 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Granite, brick, fieldstone 

walls Clapboard, brick 

roof Asphalt shingle 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



NPS Fsna I lO-MO-a OMB Approvil Ns. 1024-OOIS 
(t-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Jackson Homestead 

Newton (Middlesex), MA 
Section number ^ Page ^ 2003 Technical Amendment 

Narrative Description 

The Jackson Homestead is a substantial and well-preserved example of Federal architecture, 
prominently located on a one-acre site on Washington Street in Newton and visible from the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. Wide lawns surround the building on three sides and a huge, ancient 
locust tree, said to have been planted around the time of the American Revolution, remains a 
landmark at the southwest comer of the yard. The surrounding neighborhood is comprised of 
suburban houses and academic institutions. 

Built in 1809, the two-story house has a low, hipped roof with four end chimneys, two on either 
side, set in slightly from the eaves. The house rests on a brick and fieldstone foundation faced 
with granite blocks. Five bays wide and four bays deep, the house has 6/6 sash windows set in 
slightly projecting molded frames flanked by shutters. The facade is clad with clapboards; the 
rear elevation is covered with wood shingles; and the east and west ends are brick. The main 
entrance, centered on the fa9ade, is defined by a porch supported by pairs of slender columns; the 
doorway has matching pilasters, sidelights, and an elliptical fanlight. A side entrance with 
paneled door opens onto the driveway on the east side, and a shed-roofed wing extends four bays 
from the northeast comer of the main block. Two bays have elliptical-arch openings screened 
with lattice; two have wide double-leaf doors that were rebuilt in 1999. At the rear of the house, 
a cement terrace was added in the early part of the twentieth century, and an emergency exit 
leading from the basement was built in 1988. 

The Jackson Homestead stands on the site of a seventeenth-century saltbox. Many of the hand-
hewn beams from the saltbox were re-used in the constmction of the main block of the Jackson 
Homestead; and the original post-and-beam constmction of the lean-to section of the saltbox 
forms part of the present wing. Crown glass, imported from England, was used in all the 
windows; a few pieces still remain. The seventeenth-century well, which stood to the west of the 
old saltbox, was included in the cellar of the present house. The front door of the saltbox, which 
had been reused as a door to the laundry room in the wing of the new house, is now preserved in 
the museum. 

Few changes have been made to the configuration of the 1809 house. The original plan of rooms 
was four over four with a central hallway. The decorative finish in the hall and two front rooms 
on the first floor, including mantels carved by Mr. Jesse Hall of Newton, remains intact. In both 

(continued) 
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the east and west kitchens, the original finish around the fireplaces was lost, but in the 1950s the 
mantle and paneling around the fireplace in the east kitchen was accurately recreated. In the west 
kitchen, the present reversible finish dates from 1993. 

On the second floor, the two rooms toward the rear of the house, which were divided in the 
1820s, are shown on the 1936 Historic American Building Survey (HABS) drawings. The west 
room has been restored to its original shape; the east room, part of which was made into a 
bathroom in 1907, remains divided, although the bathroom fixtures have been removed. The 
front rooms on that floor retain their original shape and finish. In the wing, lofts were removed 
and the floors were lowered in the 1960s to make room for a bathroom, kitchen, and library. 

The elliptical fence, reproduced in 2001 from existing remnants and historical photographs, is 
centered at the front of the property. Bracketed by posts topped with classical ums, the fence is 
an accurate reproduction in its original historical setting. 

A nineteenth-century gazebo, which was originally located on the grounds of the Rosedale-
Chaffin House (124 Vemon Street, Newton; NRDIS - 1982), stands in the back yard of the 
Jackson Homestead. The stmcture was moved to the site in 1973, and is considered a 
noncontributing stmcture within the context of the present nomination, although it is not an 
inappropriate addition to the Jackson Homestead grounds. 

(end) 
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Archi tecture 

Community Planning and Development  

Social History (Underground Railroad) 
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Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 
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(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonm on one or 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
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_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
JL recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#-139 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

more continuation sheets.) 
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_ State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
JLLocal Government 
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Statement of Signiflcance 

The Jackson Homestead was Hsted in the National Register on June 4, 1973. The house is 
significant as a fine and well-preserved example of Federal architecture. The property is also 
significant for its association with the Jackson family, who owned the land for nearly 300 years 
and built the present house in 1809. The purpose of this Technical Amendment is to provide an 
additional historic context for the property's significance as a stop on the Underground Railroad. 

Summary of the pre-Civil War era history 

The land upon which the Jackson Homestead now stands was acquired by Edward Jackson 
(1602-1681), the fourth known settler in Cambridge Village (now Newton). Historical accounts 
note that Jackson "was constantly present with the Rev. Jon Eliot at his lectures to the Indians, 
taking notes and answering questions." He was instrumental in persuading the General Court to 
grant Newton independence from Cambridge. In 1670, Jackson built a saltbox house on the 
property for his son, Sebas. 

The present Jackson Homestead was buih in 1809 by Timothy Jackson (1756-1814), Sebas's 
great-grandson. After serving in the Revolutionary War, Timothy retumed to farming in Newton. 
His ciyic actiyities included such positions as schoolteacher, member of the School Board, 
Selectman for six years. Town Meeting Moderator, Justice of the Peace, and Deputy Sheriff. In 
1802, he started a soap and candle business in Boston. Its success enabled him to build the 
present Federal-style house. A seventeenth-century well that had been located on the west side of 
the Sebas Jackson house was included in the cellar of Timothy Jackson's new house. That well 
is believed to have been used as a hiding place for fugitives from slavery when the Jackson 
Homestead became a stop on the Underground Railroad. 

Underground Railroad Context 

William Jackson (1783-1855), Timothy's son, moved to the Homestead in 1820. He established 
a soap and candle factory on the property while also engaging in an impressive public career. 
William was a member of the Massachusetts General Court in 1832-33, a member of the 22"*̂  
and 23"* United States Congress, and as a general agent for the Boston and Worcester Railroad 
was largely responsible for routing the line through Newton. Locally, he headed the Temperance 

(continued) 
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Society, was founder of the Newton Savings Bank, the Eliot Church, and the Newton Female 
Academy. Like his brother Francis Jackson, Treasurer of the Vigilance Committee in Boston, 
William was an abolitionist, and the Jackson Homestead was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad. Reference to William's role in the Underground Railroad is found in his daughter 
Ellen's reminiscences, Annals of the Old Homestead. Ellen recounts a night when William 
Bowditch of Brookline brought a runaway slave to the Homestead, where he stayed until he 
could be taken to freedom. Based on this accoimt and other corroborating evidence. The Jackson 
Homestead's role as a site on the Underground Railroad has been recognized by the National 
Park Service. The Homestead was one of the first sites listed on the National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom in 2001. 

After William Jackson's death in 1855, his widow Mary Bennett Jackson and three unmarried 
daughters were left in reduced circumstances, but continued to play a role in the life of the 
community. In 1865, Ellen helped to found the Freedman's Aid Society in Newton and served as 
its President until her death in 1902. Contributions of bedding, clothing, and books sent to 
Hampton and Tuskeege Institutes are recorded in the Society's minute book, which has been 
preserved. In addition, Ellen was known for her wildflower watercolors; her sketchbooks have 
also been preserved. Two other daughters, Cornelia and Caroline, also played a role in the 
commvmity. In 1878, Cornelia established the Santa Claus Agency, which brought food and 
clothing to the poor, and in the same year, Caroline became an assistant librarian for the Newton 
Library, which had just been taken over by the City. 

In 1906, after the death of the last daughter Caroline, the house was refurbished and 
subsequently occupied by William's descendants until 1932, when it was rented. In 1949, a 
ninth-generation descendant donated the Homestead to the City of Newton to be used for 
educational purposes. The Homestead is now the City Museum and the headquarters of the 
Newton Historical Society. 

(end) 
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1 1 . F o r m Prepar f tH B y 

name/title Susan D Abele. Curator of the Jackson Homestead and Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director 

.date September 700?, organization Massachusetts Historical Commission 

street & number 770 Morrissey Blvd telephone 617-727-847Q 

city or town Boston state MA zip code ,02125 

Ar i r i i t i nna l n n r . i i m B n t a t I n n 
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Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
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Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

P r n p e r t y O w n e r 
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instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Photographs 

Name of Property: 
County and State: 
Name of Photographer 
Date of Photographs 
Location of Negatives 

The Jackson Homestead 
Middlesex County, MA 
Susan D. Abele 
October 20, 2001 

1. Front View of the Jackson Homestead, looking north 
2. Rear View of the Jackson Homestead, looking southeast 
3. View of fence in front of the Jackson Homestead, looking northeast 
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