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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M assachusetts
COUNT.Y:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Middlesex
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries  complete applicable sections) W 4
[1. NAME
C OMMON :

Jackson Honest ead

AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION
STREET ANQNUMBER:
527 Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Newton District #4
CODE COUNTY: CODE
M assachusetts Middlesex "017"
3. CLASSFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
«  District 3 Building S  Public Public Acquisition: 3 Occupied Yes:
. Site Q Structure * Private 1 1 1In Process i 1 Unoccupied 3 Restricted
. Obiect +  Both [ 1 Being Considered i 1Preservation work 1 1 Unrestricted
in progres’ + No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
r~l Agricultorol ( I Government . Pork [ | Tronsportation (71 Comments
Commercial [ I Industrial 1 | Private Residence . Other fSpecify;
( 1 Educational . Military I 1 Religious
[ I Entertainment " Museum 1 1 Scientific

M. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWN ER'S N AME:

ri -t-y nf
STREET AND NUMBER:

Np>w]|-.

nn

1000 Commonweal t h Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Newton

tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

Registry of Deeds.

STREET AND NUMBER:

’
CITY OR TOWN:

r;:?Tnhr-i Hg p

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.

ETC:

Sout hern M ddl esex

PaynhT-i rlgp .qgj-.T-pp-h.

6. ROGRRESgNtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic Assets of the Contmonwealth

DATE OF SURVEY:
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY

Massachusetts Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:

. Federal

RECORDS:

Conmi ssi on

40 Rpacnn Shrep-h

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston.

STATE:

M assachusetts

Massastosetts

a State . Co>"

M assachusetts



\7 DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

Excellent « Good Q Fair ¢ Deteriorated O Ruins CU Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered E Unaltered Cl Moved E Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jackson Honestead, on t hecorner of Washington Street and Jackson
Road, has wide lawns on thefront (south) and west sides, with about one-
half acre of fields totherear (north); one-story outbuildings extend
to theeast. Large trees surround t hehouse. I nfront the property i s
bo\inded by an el aborate wooden fence which i sterm nated at both ends by
panel ed square posts topped with lorns; posts of t he sane design markt he
center entrance. O Jackson Road theland i senclosed by a sinple picket
fence.

The two-story building i sclapboard with a hip roof inwhich four end
chimeys areset back i ntheslope a fewfeet fromtheeaves. The house

is five bays wide and four bays deep, with the regularly spaced, shuttered
W ndows containing six-over-six sash. The entrance porch i s supported

by a pair of slender coliams; thedoorway has matching pilasters, sidelights
and an elliptical fanlight ."N To t heeast a driveway circles i nfront of

the outbuildings which areused for wood storage and a garage.

According tofamly records a house was constructed on this site i n 1670
by Edward Jackson, and occupied by successive generations of Jacksons until
1809 when a new hf)use (the present Jackson Homestead) was built by Major
Timothy Jackson. Vportions of t he 1670 house were used i nthe construction
of thenew one, i.e. heavy beans as fireplace supports, one interior and
several exterior doors. ~

ASrhe 1809 house was built on a foundationof granite blocks brought from

Quincy by oxcart. Inside aresix fireplaces with hand carved mantel

and a kitchen fireplace and ov ™ used for cooking; hand-hewn beans, bricks
and boards from t he 1670 house,-"a 300 year ol d well i nthefirst floor
laundry room)the original front door designed t okeep out Indian arrows
and bullets;/the roomand well i nthecellar where runaway slaves were

hi dden.
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.SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD CchecJt One or More as Appropriate)

CD Pre-Columbian 1 CU 16th Century . 18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 3 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (Il Applicable and Known)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol [ I Education Urban Planning
[ I Prehistoric I | Engineering NATgiajf" ThHMY. . Other (Specily)
Historic I [ Industry
I 1 Agriculture I | Invention >CAn Science ARCN
[ I Architecture 1 | Landscape -
o ScVvitvr, 4 973
Art Architecture
I 1 Commerce Literature
[ I Communications . Military
I I Conservation Music ANAT jLnsportatwK \

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jackson Homestead i ssignificant as an exanple of a property acquired
by an early Newton settler, and occupied and maintained by his descendants
for nearly 300 years.

Adwar d Jackson (1602-1681) was t hefourth settler i nCanbridge Village,
now called Newton. He built a salt box house on t he Honestead property
in 1670 for his son*gebas, and owned about 1600 acres at his death. An
Indian trail crossed his land. He was "constantly present with t he Rev.
John Eliot at his lecturestothelndians, taking notes and answering
questions". He owned two nenservants and was probably thefirst slave
owner in Newton. Forty-four of his Newton descendants were i n t he
Revol utionary arny.

Maj or Timothy Jackson (1756-1814) built thepresent house i n1809, using
boards, hand- hewn beans and bricks from t heol d house where possible. He
joined theMilitia when 15 years ol d and became a Corporal two years |ater.
VWhile serving i nt heRevolution, he spent three years on the high seas
aboard privateers and other war vessels, was captured several times and
escaped after suffering severe hardships, including seven nonths ina
British Arny prison i nNew York. He settled down tofarmng i n Newton

at theage of 24. Later, he became a successful candle and soap manufacturer
and was able toleave a fine estate tohis children. Hiscivic activities
included such positions as school teacher, nenber of t he School Board,

Sel ectman for six years. Moderator at town meetings. Justice of t hePeace,
and Deputy Sheriff.

W lliam Jackson (1783-1855) was Tinothy's son. | n 1806 he married Hannah
VWodward of Newton, who died i n1814 leaving five children. W Illiamlater
married Mary Bennett, noving t otheHonmestead i n1820. There were 14
children when M. Whipple of Boston took a remarkabl e Daguerreotype of the
entire famly i n1846. Wlliam s impressive public career includedthe
following: Head of Tenperance Society, first menber and Deacon of Eli ot
Chiirch, menber of the22nd and 23rd Congress, General Agent for t heBoston
and Worcester Railroad, menber of t he Newton School Board, President of the
Newt on National Bank, owner of t he soap and candle factory already established
on this property, nmenber of a real estate board dedicated t ot hedevel opment
of Avibundale i n1848, nenber of t heliberal Party, and an Abolitionist

who nade hi s house an Undergroiand Station for runaway slaves.
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Hi storic American Buildings Survey.
Washi ngton, D C

Jackson,

Kieth,

Sweet ser,

Corporation, Boston, 1889.

Information supplied byBrian D Bal dwin, Intergovernmental

Coordi nat or,
10, GEOERAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

City of Newton.

CORNER LATITUDE LON GITU DE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Dpegrees Minutes Seconds

NwW
NE
SE

APPROX1MATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATTED PROPERTY:

1934, 1935. Nati onal

99

Park Service,

E D Annals of t heJackson Honestead.
Barbara. History of t heJackson Honmestead. Mss. 1927, pp. 30- 32,
MF. King's Handbook of Newton Massachusetts.

Moses King

Fi nance

LATITUDE ANDLONGIT JDE COORDINATE?
DEFINING THti LtrATA"R POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LON GI TUDE

LIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTYMNBAXfANPAmM-ES/ / /[ ~

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:
El i zabeth R Anadon,
ORGANI| ZATION
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer fortheNa-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1965 (Public Law
89-655), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it hasbeen
evaluated according tothe c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Rational State H Local .

Name

John/ F. X Davoren, Secretary of the

Comnboi i weal th; Chai man of t he Mass.
Title
Historxcai Commission

Date

State Survey Director

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
420 21- 195- 710 11 - 43-
than ten
m
CDUN TY
m
COUNTY:
COUNTY:
COUNTY: H
70
Cc
n
DATE
April 17, 1973

(617) 727-8470

STATE

Massachusetts 02108

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe
National Register

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

hi -tiC’eepet  of The Natioo

Date

GPO 931.894



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  ©ounNTY

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Mi ddlesftx
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation Sheet) ]
(Number all  entries) JUN A (AR

Newt on, Jackson Homest ead
(8 con't) :

During thehistory of theJackson Homestead, at |east twelve brides were
married i nthepccrlour, and t hedining roomheld as nany as forty-two at
Thanksgiving dinner. Bunk beds lined thewall of thefirst floor nursery where
the young Jacksons slept.

Jackson relatives lived here until about 1930. | n1949, a ninth-generation
descendant gave t heHonmestead t ot heCity of Newton. The furnishings represent
those of a house of theearly 1800's, including many things that belongedto
the Jackson fam ly. The house i srelatively unchanged and i sa good exanple

of hi proofed Federal style with itsoriginal outbuildings.

The Homestead i snow used as a nuseum where lectures aregiven and tours
conducted as part of an active educational program

GO 921.724

L 111
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aaalan'd by NPS)
JN 4 «e
Jackson Homestead
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Middlesex Newton
STREET AND NUMBER
527 Washington Street
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
U.S.G.S. Newton, Mass. 1956 1:24,000
REQUIREMENTS: PRQPEaTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW
GPO 932.010






TELEPHONE

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 244-47DD

City of Newton, Massacliiisetts
Incorporated 1873

CITY HALL

COMMONWEALTH AVENUE AND WALNUT STREET

NEWTON CENTRE DZISS
THEODORE D. MANN

MAYOR

April 12, 1973

Ms. Amadon

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
40 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Mrs. Ammadon:

| would like totake this opportunity tothank you

all of theassistance you have given M. Brian D Baldwin,
Newt on's Federal Funds Administrator, i npreparing our
application forthelisting of theJackson Homestead on
the Register of Historic Places. You have been most kind
and we are i nyour debt.

| would also like topoint out, at this time, the particular
urgency involved i nthis listing. The City of Newtoni s

in theprocess of celebratingitsCentennial this year

and numerous activities are planned forthis spring. W

anticipate that theJackson Homestead will play a vital
part i nthese festivities. Any assistance you could give
us i nhaving theJackson Homestead approved for listing
will be greatly appreciated.

Again ny thanks, and i fl or any of ny staff can be of
any assistance toyou, please do not hesitate tocall.

Since]

| eodore D Mann
Mayor

tdm bdb: g



Naiiac/ittiefti NUcyicat 'ioomitiiiiion

40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470

My 1, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NAI L
Dear Jerry:
Enclosed i s the National Register nomnation for:

M ddl esex County, Newton, Jackson Honestead

This has been declared eligible for submssion by the
Massachusetts Historical Conmission, the State Review Board,
and has been signed by Secretary of the Commonweal th, John
F.X Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssion and designated State Preservation Officer,

The attached letter from His Honor, the Mayor of Newton,
indicates the inportance of this subm ssion being processed
as soon as possible, as Newon is celebrating its
Centennial this year, and many activities are scheduled

for the spring. W would appreciate i ti fyou would
expedite the Jackson Homestead subm ssion.

Wth thanks.

Sincerely,

/
Robert B Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion



ENTRIES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MASSACHBETTS

JW 4 1973

Date Entered

Nane
Arlington Street Church

Xha Qushi ng Honest ead

Jackson Honef st ead

Peabody Institute Library

Uapaaucket Site

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy
lion. Edward W Brooke

Hon. Thouiaa P. O Heill, Jr.
Hon. Garry L. Studds

lion. Kobart Urlnan

UdQ. Michad J.ilarrliiKton
Hon. ilarfioret M. lieckler

Director» Kortheaat Region

Location
Bost on
Suffol k County
Bl nghaa
PXyat out h Count 'y

Hewt on

H ddl asex Gounty
¥ t obody

Eaaex County

M ddl ebor o
riyaouth Goxmy

State Historic Preservation Officer

lion. John F. X. Davoren

Secretary of the Coranonwaalth

ChAinann, Hassachusatts Ulstoric.”.l
Coatoiisson

40 liaacon Street

Boston, :iasBachuaett0O 02103

PIR NRomand: pel 6/12/73



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior PEEPED 2280
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 2508
Registration Form

m fi:
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual propertifij aiiU Uljliicts. See instructions in HoW to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural

classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and nan-ative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fom 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1- Name of Property
historic name. The Jackson Homestead (2QQ3Technical Amendment)
other names/site number. Timothy Jackson House

2 | oration

street & number. F>?7 Wa.shingtnn Street not for publication
city or town  Newton vicinity
state Massachusetts .code.MA_ county Middlesex .code_QIZ_zipcode 02458

a State/Ferieral Agenry Certifiration

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this s'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
tOmieets » does not meet th"National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide B~Cfilly. (* See centinuation sheet faradjiltional commentsi.

nature of certifying official/Title Car( Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date | '
Massachtreetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Signafike of the Keeper Date of Action
» entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
'Hother (explain):



The Jackson Homestead
Name of Property

5. Ciassifination

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

_ private

JL public-local
_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

JL building(s)
_ district
_site

_ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

WA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: Single Dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from Instructions)

Early Republic: Federal

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

Noncontributing

J. J.

.building
sites

, Structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

J.

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation and Culture: Museum

Education: research facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite, brick, fieldstone

walls

roof

other.

Clapboard, brick

Asphalt shingle

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPSFsnal IO-MO-a OMB Approvil Ns. 1024-00IS
(t-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Jeckson Homesteed
Newton (Middlesex), MA
Section number A Page ~ 2003 Technicd Amendment

Narrative Description

The Jackson Homestead is a substantid and well-preserved example of Federd architecture,
prominently located on a one-acre ste on Washington Street in Newton and visible from the
Massachusetts Turnpike. Wide lawvns surround the building on three sdesand ahuge, ancient
locudt tree, said to have been planted around the time of the American Revolution, remains a
landmark a the southwest comer of the yard. The surrounding neighborhood is comprised of
suburban houses and acadamic ingtitutions.

Built in 1809, the two-story house hes alow, hipped roof with four end chimneys, two on ether
dde, =t indightly from the eaves The houseress on abrick and fieldstone foundation faced
with granite blocks. Five bayswide and four bays degp, the house hes 6/6 ssshwindows st in
dightly projecting molded frames flanked by shutters. The facade is clad with clgpboards, the
reer elevation is covered with wood shingles, and the eest and west endsare brick. Themain
entrance, centered on the faBade, is defined by a porch supported by pairs of dender columns; the
doorway hes matching pilasters, sddlights, and an lliptical fanlight. A Sde entrance with
panded door opensonto the driveway on the eedt Sde, and a shed-roofed wing extendsfour bays
from the northeast comer of the main block. Two bays have dlliptical-arch openings screened
with lattice; two have wide double-leaf doors that were rebuiltin 1999. At the reer of the house,
acament terrace was added in the early part of the twentieth century, and an emargency exit
leeding from the basament was built in 1988.

The Jackson Homestead sands on the Site of aseventeenth-century  sdltbox. Many of the hand-
hewn beamsfrom the saltbox were re-used in the constmction of the main block of the Jackson
Homesteed; and the origina pog-and-beam constmction of the lean-to section of the sdtbox
forms part of the present wing. Crown glass, imported from England, was used in al the
windows; afew piecesstill remain. The seventeenth-century well, which stood to the west of the
old satbox, was included in the cdllar of the present house. The front door of the saltbox, which
had been reusad as a door to the laundry room in the wing of the new house, is now preserved in
the museum.

Few changes have been made to the configuration of the 1809 house The original plan of rooms
waes four over four with acentra halway. The decorative finishin the hall and two front rooms
on the first floor, including mantels carved by Mr. JesseHall of Newton, remains intact. In both

(continued)



NPSFom | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Jeckson Homesteed
Newton (Middlesex), MA
Section number 1 Page n 2003 Technicad Amendment

the eest and west kitchens, the origina finish around the fireplaces was lost, but in the 1950s the
mantle and paneling around the fireplacein the eedt kitchen was accurately recregted. 1n the west
kitchen, the present reversible finish datesfrom 1993,

On the sscond floor, the two rooms toward the rear of the house, which were divided in the
1820s, are shown on the 1936 Historic American Building Survey (HABS) drawings. The west
room hes been restored to itsorigina shgpe the eedt room, part of which was medeinto a
bathroom in 1907, remains divided, dthough the bathroom fixtures have been removed. The
front rooms on that floor retain their origina shgpeand finish. In the wing, loftswere removed
and thefloorswere lowered in the 1960sto make room for abathroom, kitchen, and library.

The elliptical fence, reproduced in 2001 from existing remnants and historical photographs, is
centered a the front of the property. Bracketed by poststopped with classcd ums, the fenceis
an accurate reproduction initsoriginal historical setting.

A nineteenth-century gazebo, which was originally located on the grounds of the Rosedde-
Chaffin House (124 Vemon Stret, Newton; NRDIS - 1982), dandsin the back yard of the
Jackson Homesteed. The ssmcture was moved to the Ste in 1973, and is conddered a
noncontributing stmcture within the context of the present nomination, athough it isnot an
ingppropriate addition to the Jackson Homesteed grounds.

(end)



The Jackson Homestead
Name of Property

« Sfatftment of Signifir.anr.e

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

__ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphir.al ReffirenKes

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Social History (Underground Railroad)

Period of Significance
1809 to 1899

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonm on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

JL recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#139

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JLLocal Government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
The Jackson Homestead
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National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Jackson Homestead
Newton (Middlesex), MA
Section number A Page 7 2003 Technicd Amendment

Statement of Signiflcance

The Jackson Homestead was Haed in the National Regiser on June 4, 1973. The houseis
significant as afineand well-preserved example of Federd architecture. The property is dso
significant for its associaion with the Jackson family, who owned the land for nearly 300 years
and built the present housein 1809. The purpose of this Technicad Amendment isto providean
additional historic context for the property's significance as a sop on the Underground Railroad.

Summary of the pre-Civil War erahistory

The land upon which the Jackson Homesteed now sandswas acquired by Edward Jackson
(1602-1681), the fourth known settler in Cambridge Village (now Newton). Historical accounts
note that Jackson "was congtantly present with the Rev. Jon Eliot a his lectures to the Indians,
taking notes and answering questions.” He was ingrumentd in persuading the Generd Court to
grant Newton independence from Cambridge. In 1670, Jackson built a sdtbox house onthe
property for his son, Seboes

The present Jackson Homesteed was buih in 1809 by Timothy Jackson (1756-1814), Sebass
great-grandson. After serving in the Revolutionary War, Timothy retumed to farming in Newton.
His ciyic actiyitiesincluded such postions as schoolteacher, member of the School Board,
Sdectman for six years Town Meeting Moderator, Justice of the Peeoe, and Deputy Sheriff. In
1802, he garted a sogp and candle businessin Boston. Its sucoessenabled him to build the
present Federd-gyle house A seventeenth-century well that had been located on the west Sde of
the Sabes Jackson housewas included in the cdllar of Timothy Jackson's new house. That well
isbdieved to have been used as ahiding place for fugitives from davery when the Jackson
Homesteed became a sop on the Underground Railroad.

Underground Railroad Context

William Jackson (1783-1855), Timothy's son, moved to the Homesteed in 1820. He established
a 0gp and candle factory on the property while o engaging inan impressive public career.
William was amember of the Massachuseits Generd Court in 1832-33, amember of the 2%
and 23™* United States Congress, and as agenard agant for the Boston and Worcester Railroad
wes largely repongble for routing the linethrough Newton. Locally, he heeded the Temperance

(continued)
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Section number 8 Page ~ 2003 Technicd Amendment

Society, was founder of the Newton Savings Bank, the Eliot Church, and the Newton Femde
Academy. Like hisbrother Francis Jackson, Treesurer of the Vigilance Committee in Boston,
William was an abolitionist, and the Jackson Homestead was a stop on the Underground
Railroad. Reference to William's role in the Underground Railroad is found in his daughter
Ellen's reminiscences, Annas of the Old Homesteed. Ellen recounts a night when William
Bowditch of Brookline brought arunaway dave to the Homesteed, where he sayed until he
could be taken to freedom. Based on this accoimt and other corroborating evidence. The Jackson
Homestead's role as a Site on the Underground Railroad hes been recognized by the National
Pak Service. The Homesteed was one of the first Steslisted on the National Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom in 2001.

After William Jackson's degth in 1855, his widow Mary Bennett Jackson and three unmarried
daughters were left in reduced circumstances, but continued to play arolein the life of the
community. In 1865, Ellen heped to found the Freedman's Aid Society in Newton and sarved as
its Presdent until her desth in 1902. Contributionsof bedding, clothing, and books sent to
Hampton and Tuskesge Indtitutes are recorded in the Society's minute book, which has been
preserved. Inaddition, Ellen was known for her wildflower watercolors, her sketchbooks have
aso been presarved. Two other daughters, Corneliaand Caroline, dso played arolein the
commvmity. 1n 1878, Corndia established the Santa Claus Agency, which brought food and
clothing to the poor, and in the same year, Caroline became an assgant librarian for the Newton
Library, which had just been teken over by the City.

In 1906, after the deeth of the last daughter Caraline, the house was refurbished and
subsequently occupied by William's descendants until 1932, when it was rented. 1n 1949, a
ninth-generation descendant donated the Homestead to the City of Newton to be used for
educationd purposes. The Homesteed is now the City Museum and the heedquarters of the
Newton Historical Society.

(end)
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