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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"At Titusville a beautiful church has been completed, 
and funds obtained for the erection of a comfortable 
rectory.'* Such was an 1889 description of St. Gabriel's. 
Originally one of the best proportioned churches on the 
East Coast dating from this period, the building has been 
very recently widened. As it presently exists, the church 
appears small and rather modest. /It is of frame con'- 
struction and painted white. The plan is a modified cruci 
form with a central aisle and two short side aisles./ 
This affords limited seating for the congregation. There 
is an altar in the apsidal end of the church behind which 
is the St. Gabriel stained glass window. It was with the 
donation of this window that the name of the church was 
changed from St, John's to St. Gabriel's in 1888. (An 
affidavit to this effect is on f^le q.n rthe :.Br.evard County 
Courthouse). /The interior of the church is supported by 
exposed beams giving the effect of a Gothic hall. Light 
filters in through stained glass windows only,/ The floors 
and pews are of a dark hard wood adding to the overall 
feeling of darkness inside the church.

On the exterior, St. Gabriel's seems somewhat skeletal 
This feeling is intensified by the use of slender pieces 
of wood arranged in a tracery pattern and placed below the 
roof, in the railing and above the windows. All windows 
employ the pointed arch. The roof is of a steep pitch 
with four cross gables ion-leach .side.. ...There is a large 
steeple at the southeast corner of the building which 
houses a bell/given by the ladies of the church and ,in^ 
stalled in 1892.

The neo-^thic style of Titusville'-s "village church" 
"reflects a trend in Episcopal architecture at the time of 
its construction. Known within the Episcopal Church as 
Bishop Weed Gothic, the style spread through the efforts 
of Edwin Gardner Weed, third Bishop of Florida. A number 
of churches constructed in the 1880's reflected this neo- 
Gothic trend and the area of influence seems to have been 
widespread. Christ Church in Monticello was constructed 
in 1886, the Church of the Good shepherd in Maitland in 
1880 and the Episcopal Church at Enterprise was built in 
1883. St. Gabriel's, built in 1887, reflects some of the 
most outstanding characteristics of the style and rjainain^,
today in an excellent state of repair. r^X^ 1 ^/
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1887 r a large lot consisting of almost an entire 
block was jointly giyen to tjie congregation of St, 
Gabriel l s mission by Mar v>E\' Titus f wife of the city<s 
founder and J. Dunlin Perkinson, pioneer lay reader for 
the mission. The lana was to be used for the con~ 
struction of an Episcopal church with the surplus to be 
used for a cemetary, A graveyard was to surround the 
church in much the same manner as the country parishes 
of England and Virginia. Due to the hostility of the 
town council to the idea of a graveyard within the 
city limits, the plan was never carried out.

In 1887 r construction began on the church and in 
1892, the bell f which is the largest in Brevard County, 
was installed. "The 'church contains' :one of 'the 'finest"" 
collections of Victorian stained glass in the Indian River 
cbiintry. - :: • : - : ' '• ;I - ' -"•"•" - : ' -'• • : • -' •••'•- ^- <

Perhaps the single most significant statement 
which can be made about St, Gabriel's is that it reflects 
a style or architecture which is indigenous to Florida '" 
and that this style spread through, the efforts and 
influences of one man, Bishop Edwin
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significanceot^his nomination is: 

National [^^"/^tate Q Local Q

^^^^^(^^^^-^

State Liaison Officer
Title

April 17, 1972
Bate

STATE CODE

Florida i ?

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Hysaoric Preservation
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