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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Merridun presents a classic revival appearance that somewhat conceals its 
origins as a large but simple Georgian-styled house constructed ca. 1855.

Exterior: A massive two-storied portico with four Corinthian columns 
shelters a one-story veranda that extends partially around both sides of 
the house. The veranda has a brick floor, pressed tin ceiling, Corinthian 
columns, and roof balustrade. The tiered veranda that originally appeared 
on the front facade was altered around the turn of the century to its 
present form.

The windows have plain pediments and are 6/9 on the first level with two 
windows to either side of the central front doors on both floors.

There is a right rear dining room and kitchen projection with bedrooms m 
above. An original tiered veranda opens from these rooms onto the left m 
side yard. Three main chimneys pierce the semi-flat roof and service 
fireplaces in every room. z

on

Interior: Spacious central hallways on the first and second floors are 
connected by a winding stairway that follows the apsidal rear wall of 
the hall. A semi-circular paneled door opens under the staircase to
the rear veranda. The hall floor is an Italian mosaic. n
Massive double doors open into the north and south parlors, which have 
high ceilings and heart pine floors. The north parlor ceiling has an 
elaborate fresco decorated with flowers and musical instruments ° 
accentuated by gilded cornice molding and a central medallion. z:

The large dining room has a ceiling fresco with the motif of flowers and 
wild game. Other rooms also contained frescoes which have since been 
destroyed. All were painted ca. 1900 by Otto Hamer, a German artist.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mem'dun, a large structure with classic revival details, was built 
ca. 1855 by W.J. Keenan and purchased in 1876 by Benjamin H. Rice. It 
has since been occupied by Rice descendants, among whom was Thomas Duncan, 
Union County political and industrial leader.

Architecture: Considerably altered around the turn of the century, this 
antebellum dwelling now has a classic revival appearance. Its two-storied 
portico with Corinthian columns shelters the first floor veranda which 
partially extends on both sides of the house. The Georgian floor plan 
includes a curving staircase and large rooms. Outstanding features of 
the house are the frescoed ceilings in the north parlor and dining room, 
and the Italian mosaic floor in the downstairs hall.

Industry: Thomas Duncan, grandson of Benjamin H. Rice, built the first 
industrial mill in the area with the establishment of Union Cotton Mill 
in 1893; three years later he built the Buffalo Cotton Mill. Duncan 
also constructed the Union and Glenn Springs Railroad and the hydro­ 
electric plant at Neal Shoals in conjunction with his textile operations.

Political: Thomas Gary Duncan served in the South Carolina House of 
Representatives from 1892 to 1894 and again from 1916 until 1918. He 
was a member of the South Carolina Senate from 1918 until 1926 (after 
having served as Mayor of Union from 1910 until 1914).
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