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1. Namft of Property
historic name_ Ri ArKSTONF viAniirx
other names/site number New York & New England Railroacj Viaduct

2. Location

Street & number Canal, Farnum & Mill Streets (see district data sheet) not for publication
city or town Blackstone vicinity
state Massachusetts .code_MA county Worcester ,code 027 zip code Q15Q4

3. State/Fftriaral Aganny Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S”rneets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

AR TWA 3 jlyy™-yy? I)StPPo lite 4. "OCI
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ifonai Parle Service Certifirafion
I, her/by certify that this property is: | ySignature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);
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Name of Property County and State
5. Classifiratinn
Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)
_ private _ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local _ district -
jtpublic-State _ site -building
_ public-Federal jistructure sites
— object JLL . structures
objects
JLL Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

Ola

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION- rail-related

(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from Instructions)
OTHER: masonry arch, earth embankment foundation earlb
walls stone/granite
roof. n/a
other. concrete

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property
« Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JiA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a bhirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

_Worcester, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE
FNOINEERING
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1R77-1951

Significant Dates
1872: Construction of viaduct completed

1918: Concrete sheathing added

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

nia
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Boston. Hartford & Erie RR, Boston Bridge Works

American Bridge Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

ji State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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Description

The Blackgtone Viaduct is located in the village of Waterford, a former textile mill village located immediately
outheedt of the civic center of the town of Blackstone, Worcester County, Massachusetts, and that straddles
the Blackstone-North Smithfield, Rhode Idand, border.  1tisan gpproximatey 1,600f tlong, 50to 100 ft
wide, 25ft. high, curved, earth embankment and masonry arch sructure oriented eest-west across an area
bounded by town athletic fields and residentid properties to the north, an eesward-facing bend in the
Blackstone River to the eedt, ashort watered ssgment of the Blackstone Cand (NRDIS 19%) to the west, and
the Blackstone, Massachusatts-North Smithfield, Rhode Idand boundary lineto the south. The esst section of
the structure isbordered by open land consigting of town athletic fieldsto the north and vacant land to the
south. Thewest section of the structure is located inaresidentiad neighborhood congisting of mixed single
and multiple-unit mid-19* -century textile mill workers housing, and smdl, modem gpartment buildings. The
et end of the gtructure is bounded by the west bank of the Blackstone River, and thewest end is bounded by
the Cand Street Bridge Abutment, which supports the Cand Street Bridge (Blackstone Cand NRDIS 1995).
Theright-of-way of thisrail line, including additiona embankments and bridges, some within the Blackstone
Cand and/or Blackstone Manufacturing Company National Register Historic districts, lie to the eest and west
of the Blackstone Viaduct (sse Significance section below).

The dructure condgs of deven components atached endto-end. From esst to wes, these includethe

Blackstone River Bridge Abutment, the East Embankment, the Multiple-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment, the
Multiple-Arch Bridge, the Multiple-Arch Bridge West Abutment, the Middle Embankment, the Single-Arch

Bridge Eagt Abutment, the Single-Arch Bridge, the Single-Arch Bridge West Abutment, the Wes

Embankment, and the Cand Street Bridge Abutment.

The Blackstone River Bridge Abutment (1872. Map No. 1. photo#3) extendsinto and risesfi-omthe water on
thewest bank of the Blackstone River. It is a partidly-ruined, approximately 12ft_highwall of large, coursed,
rough-cut, rectangular granite blocks. Its long eest devation faces eedt toward the river, and it has narrow
north and south eevations, with sepped wing wallsextending to the ddes It is divided into two Stepped tiers,
with an gpproximately 6ft.high besewith arow of large cgpstones, surmounted by an approximatey 6ft.high
upper tier condgting of three courses of granite blocks st back about 2 feet from the south, eest, and north
edges of the basa The upper tier sarved as abese for the ged bridgework that supported the tracks over the
river, no longer extant. A loose revetment of irregularly-shaped granite blocksis scattered around the structure
a thewaterline.

To the west liesthe East Embankment (1872. Map No. 2). an approximatey 800 ft. long, 25 ft. high, earth-
and-cinder-fill embankment with an approximatdy 3Bft.wide flattrackbed crest. This sructure extends west-

(continued)
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southwest from the Blackstone River Bridge Abutment, and gradually bends toward the west. Near the canter
of thisembankment the earth has bean excavated on the south side, interrupting the flat cret of the structure
for approximatdy 100 ft. Thisembankment is bounded on its west end by the Multiple-Arch Bridge Eagt
Abutment.

TheMultiple-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment (1872. Map No. 3. photo #1) conggtsof two flanking masonry wing
walls extending back toward the eedt & gpproximately a45 degree angle from the eest end of the Mulltiple

Arch Bridge. These retaining walls are sepped in profile, and congructed of two varieties of gone. The

lower, inner arees of the wallsare congructed of irregularly-coursed, rough-split and fieldstone pieces of a

dark, blue-green rock. Laid on top of these walls are severd regularly coursed rows of long, rectangular blocks
of buff pink granite.

The Multiple-Arch Bridge (1872. Map no. 4. photos #1.2) is an goproximately 375 ft. long, 25 ft. high
gructure consting of seven Roman arches congtructed of regularly-coursed, quarry-faced, rectangular granite
blocks shesthed in an gpproximately 1 ft thick, layer of poured concrete reinforced with a lattice of ged
reinforcing rods. The structure is 34ft.-3in. wide acrossthetop, and battered out a the bottom to a width of
40ft.-8 in. a the ground intersection. The six west arches are eech 38 ft.-8 in. wide, with 9 ft.-6 in. wide
intervening piers. Theface of each pier includes ashdlow, battered buttress. The third arcchfromthewest ed
goans Mill Sfreet, a paved publicroad. Theesst arch is 41 ft. wide, and goans ashort section of the Mammoath
Mill raceway, now filled in with earth, and adirt ballfield acoess road. The gpandrd wallsand arch barrd are
anooth-faced and show some relict horizonta petterning from their plank caging forms. A dightly
overhanging, 2 ft. high, smooth, cast pargpet runs adong the top of the spandrd wall. The deck areaiisfilled
with earth flush with the top of the pargpets.

The Multiple-Arch Bridge West Abutment (1872. Map No. 5) conggsof two flanking masonry wing walls
extending back toward the west a gpproximately a45 degree angle from the west end of the Multiple-Arch
Bridge. Theseretainingwalls are congructed of regularly coursed rows of long, rectangular blocksof gray,
quarry-faced granite. The tops of the walls are stepped, and fall to meat granite block retaining wallsthat
continue aong the north and south ddesof the Middle Embankmernt.

TheMiddle Embankment (1872. Mg No. 6. photo#4) is an gpproximatdy 200 ft. long, 25 ft. high, earth-and-
cinder-fill embankment with an goproximately 35ft. wide, flat trackbed crest. This embankment is bounded
on its west end by the Single-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment. Fiveft.high retaining wals conggting of regularly-

(continued)
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coursed, quarry-faced, gray granite blocks with a dightly overhanging top course, run adong the foot of the
embankment on the north and south Sdes

The Single-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment (1872. Map No. 7. photo #4) cond<ts of two curvedflanki ngmasonry
wing walls extending back toward the eedt from the east end of the Middle Embankment in aconcave curve.
Thesxeretaining wals are congructed of regularly-coursed rows of long, rectangular blocks of gray, quarry-
faced granite. The tops of the wallsare stepped, and fall to meet granite block retaining walsthat continue
dong the north and south sdesof the Middle Embankment.

The Single-Arch Bridge (1872. Map No. 8. photo #4) is an gpproximatdy 50 ft. long, 25 ft. high sructure
consgting of asingle 36/2 ft. wide Roman arch congtructed of regularly-coursed, quarry-faced, rectangular
granite blocks sheethed in an gpproximately 1ft.thick layer of poured concrete reinforced with alattice of sed
reinforcing rods. The structure is 32ft.-3in. wide acrass the top, and battered out a the bottom to awidth of
40ft.-8in. a the ground intersection. The goandrd wallsand arch barrd are amooth faced and show some
relict horizonta patterning from their plank cagting forms. A dightly overhanging, 2 ft. high, smooth, cagt
parapet runs dong the top of the spandrd wall. The deck areaiis filled with earth flush with the top of the

pergpets.

The Single-Arch Bridge West Abutment (1872. Map No. 9. photo #4) condts of two curvedflankingmasonry
wing walls extending back toward the west from the west end of the West Embankment in a concave curve.
Thesxeretaining walls are congtructed of regularly coursed rows of long, rectangular blocks of gray, quarry-
faced granite. Thetops of the walls are sepped, and fall to meet granite block retaining walls that continue
dong the north and south sdesof the West Embankment.

The West Embankment (1872. Map No. 10. photos #4.5) isan gpproximately 150 ft. long, 25 ft. high, earth-
and-cinder-fill embankment with an gpproximatey 35 ft. wide, flat trackbed crest. This embankment is
bounded on itswest end by the Cand Stret Bridge Abutment. Five ft high retaining walls consigting of
regularly-coursed, quarry-faced, gray granite blockswith adightly overhanging top course run dong the foot
of the embankment on the north and south Sdes.

The Cand Stret Bridge Abutment (1872. Map No. 11. photo #5) is a 25 ft. high masonry retaining wall

gructure congtructed of regularly-coursed, quarry-faced, gray granite blocks. It is V-shgped in plan, with one
wall parald to Cand Sfreet forming the west boundary of the Blackstone Viaduct, and the other extending eest
from the north end of the Cand Streat wall and forming an embankment retainingwall. The Cand Stregt wall
risssfrom the eest edge of aconcrete sidewak, and the other wall risesfromthe south edge of anarrow dley

(continued)
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next to aformer mill workers house The Cand Sfreet Abutment wall hes along stepped pocket lined with
cadt concrete dong itstop edge, which savesas a besefor the eest end of the Cand Street Bridge, a 1917
sngle-frack deck girder structure, and a contributing dement in the Blackstone Cand Historic District (NRDIS

1995),

The earth in and around the sructure congsts of fill of unknown origin, and railroad-rdated cinder and dag.
The aressimmediately adjacent to the entire length of the embankment and all of its arches and abutments
were likely highly disturbed during congtruction. The area under the third archfromthe eest end, immediady
eedt of the Mill Sfreet arch, contains an upright cut granite post smilar to and in linewith arow of granite
posts running aong the eest sdeof Mill Sfreet to the south. This suggeststhat the earth under the arches may
have the potentia to reved archeologicd information assodiated with the life of textile mill workers after
1872, the year the bridge was congtructed, dthough the earth may have bean disturbed agein in 1918 when the
concrete facing was ingtdled on the arches

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Sites have been recorded a the location of the Blackstone Viaduct, Stes
may be present. One Siteis recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Prior to congruction of the viaduct,
environmental characterigtics represented locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, disanceto wetlands) that
were favorable for many typesof prehistoric stes. The viaduct islocated in aleve floodplainareathat was
probably well drained prior to railroad construction. The nominated area lies within 1,000 feet of the
Blackstone River, its branch channdsand dsreems. Fall lines inthe river, indicating rapids and potentialy
important Native Americanfisherydtes, are d 0 located dightly over 1,000 feetfromthe viaduct. In spite of
the above information, however, the potentid for locating ancient Native American resources in the areaof the
viaduct islow. Railroad congtruction inthe vicinity of the viaduct, including an earlier rail line and timber
frestle and an earth-filled structure located on the same dignment, would have had an impact on cultura
resources presant prior to 1872. Congtruction of the viaduct aso likely produced massive impacts to natura
soil Sfrataand any cultural resources presat in the area

There is a moderate potentia for recovering historic archaeologica resources inthe areaof the Blackstone

Viaduct. Structurd and dSfratigraphic evidence of a timber trestle and earth-filled railroad structure that

preceded the viaduct may survive beneegth or as part of the present structure. Evidence dso exigsindicating

archaeologica information assodiated with the lives of textileworkersafter 1872 may survive under the arches
(continued)
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of the viaduct. The areaunder the third arch from the eest end, immediatdy eest of the Mill Sfreet arch,
contains an upright cut-granite pogt similarto and in linewith arow of granite posts running dongthe eedt dde
of Mill Street to the south. These posts may indicate the presence of intact cultura and natura gratigrgphy in
the area associated with worker's housing congtructed dong Mill Street after 1872, the year the viaduct was
congructed. Archaeologica evidence in the areasmay include occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) and gtructural remains from outbuildings. Structural evidence of the power cand for the Mammoth Mill
may aso survive benegth the eesternmogt arch of the viaduct. Later repairs to the viaduct in 1918 may have
advarsdy affected the integrity of any pos-1872 culturd resources located under the arches

(end)

Significance

The Blackstone Viaduct, congructed by the Bogton, Hartford & Erie Railroad in 1872, gands as powerfiil

testimony to the history of railroad congtruction in town of Blackstone, Massachusetts, and the surrounding
area. The Blackgtone Viaduct is eligiblefor listing in the National Register of Historic Flaces under Criterion
A athe locd and dateleve for itsassociaion with the struggle to congtruct and control competing rail lines
between Boston and New Y ork City that took place during the second half of the 19* century. Theviaduct is
located in the village of Waterford, laid out by the Farnum family, who developed Blackstone's early textile
industry and influenced the location of transportation infrastructurein the town. The Blackstone Viaduct is
dso digiblefor listing in the National Regigter of Historic Paoes under Criterion C a the locd and date leved
& itisahighly visible component of a landscape dominated by surviving railroad structures, and isdso

significant as one of severd large 19¢ -century masonry arch bridges congtructed in Massachusetts

Early Blackstone History

The areaincluding present-day Blackstone, Massachusetts wiss first settled by Europesn colonigts in 1636,
when William Blackstone settled in what is now the town of Cumberland, Rhode Idand. The land including
Blackstone was incorporated as Mendon in 1667, and remained largely agricultura until the gart of the
ningteenth century  (Blackstone Historical Commisson 1996:9-10; Schuler and Friedberg 1995b:19).
Blackstone was not incorporated as a sgparate town until 1845.

(continued)
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Thefirst industrid activity in the areaoccurred in 1716, when Jonathan Richardson operated an iron forge on
Forge Pond. By the mid-18* century the Blackstone River's water power wes tgpped for a grist mill

(Blackgtone Historica Commission 1996: 13; Hurd 1889:610). Two cotton mills opened in 1809, one
operated by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. In 1804, this company purchesed 260 acres of land on
the Blackstone River in Mendon's South Parish, an areaiincluding the present-day towns of Blackstone and

Millville. The Blackstone Manufacturing Company congructed a large mill complex in the arealocated

between present-day Main Sfreet and the Blackstone River (Hurd 1889:610). Thisevent was acritical gep in
the aredls devdopment as it prompted the congtruction of additional mills in the immediate area. The next
important industrial development occurred in 1825 when Wecome (1795-1874) and DariusD. (1798-1840)
Farnum congtructed asatinet mill in the South Parish, located in the vicinity of the meedow bounded by the
present-day St Paul and Cand Sreets (Blackstone Historical Commission 1996:21). Thismill, known asthe
"Red Mill," led to an immediate increase in the population of the areg, and spawned the deved opment of the

village of Waterford, which surrounds the Blackstone Viaduct (Hurd 1889:611). Subsequently, the Famums
built the nearby "Green Mill," and in 183%6 the Farnum brothers completed their mogt ambitious mill project,

the 400 ft long, 5-gtory "Mammoth Mill" in Waterford (Blackstone Historical Commisson 1996:31). The

power cand trench for the Mammoth Mill ran beneeth the eesternmog arch of the Blackstone Viaduct, which
was built wider than the other archesto accommodate the watercourse. Ramains of the Mammoth Mill are
visible south of the viaduct. After the degth of his brother Darius, Wecome Farnum purchesed the " Stone
Mill" inMillville, avillagejust eest of Waterford, marking the last of Wedcome Famum's activities in the
manufacturing industry.

Candsand Railroads

The growth of indusgtry in the Blackstone areawas fiirther encouraged by the establishment of the north-south
Blackstone Cand between Providence and Worcester (1828-1848), which provided an essy means of
trangporting commercid and industrial goods between these two large manufacturing centers (Schuler and
Friedberg 1995al 1). Wedcome Farnum influenced the routing of the cand through Waterford (Blackstone
Higtorica Commission 1996:22-23). Thecand bed isvisible immediatdy west of the Blackstone Viaduct ad
Cand Stredt. Thisparcd of land and the Cand Streat Railroad Bridge (1917) a the west end of the Blackstone
Viaduct are contributing dementsin the Blackstone Cand Nationa Register Higtoric Disfrict (Adams 1995).
Although the Blackstone Cand provided transportation for rav materids and finished goods it dso competed
with mills dong the Blackstone River for available water, and was often rendered impassable by frozen water
in winter and low water in summer. It edtablished a strong north-south trangportation axis between its
namesske cities, and fogtered growth in trade between them and the citiesdong the cand route.
(continued)
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In the mid-1840s discussion began concerning the congtruction of arailroad connecting Blacksone with ether
Boston or Providence. Welcome Farnum immediately took an active rolein the discusson and supported the
planned congtruction of arailroad linking Blackstone with Boston, viaWal pole, Dedham, and the Boston &
Providence Railroad. However, an dternative railroad, connecting the cities of Worcester and Providence, was
adso proposed and immediately gamnered private and public support.  In fact, support for this railroad was
grong enough that in 1844 the Providence & Worcester Railroad (P& W) was chartered and construction
completed by 1847. On October 25 of that yeer, the first train ran between its namesske cities (Blackstone
Higtorical Commission 1996:46). The P&W maintained a depot in Blackstone, near the Blackstone
Manufacturing Company millsin the areaof present-day Cand Strest, just north of the Blackstone River. The
P&W provided rapid, inexpendve, year-round trangportation compared to the duggish, seesond Blackstone
Cand, which was rendered obsolete dmost immediately after the completion of the paralld railroad. The
P&W fiirther reinforced the north-south trade axis in the Blackstone Valley.

Regardiess of the immediate support for the Providence & Worcester, Wdcome Famum and severd other area
industriaists were determined to congtruct arailroad connecting Blackstone to the port of Boston, and in 1847
their proposa was acoepted by the Massachusatts Generd Court and the Norfolk County Railroad was
chartered (Blackstone Historica Commisson 1996:42). The Norfolk County Railroad opened on May 15,
1849 when thefirst train traveled on the line from Blackstone to Wapole, and the company maintained a depot
in Waterford to serve the demands of Welcome Famum'smills. The completed railroad eventualy ran from
Blackstone to Dedham (Readville), where trains were able to transfer to the track of the Boston & Providence
Railroad in order to travel directly into Boston (Karr 1995:293). The Norfolk County operated as alocd,
independent railroad until 1853, a which time the board of directors decided to leese their track to the Boston
& New York Centrd Railroad, a smdl company that was attempting to establish an inland pathway from
Bostonto New Y ork in order to compete with the established line dong the shore of Long Idand Sound to the
south. The beginning of this leese marks the Blackstone aredls growing importance as arailroad nexus, for the
druggle to complete an inland railroad from Bogton to the Hudson River and New York City viathe
Blackstone arealagted until the end of the 19" century.

The Bogton & New York Centra Railroad continued to leese the track of the Norfolk County until 1855, a
which timethe directors of the Norfolk County chose to leese the line to the Boston & Providence Railroad
(Karr 1995:293). In 1857, after leesing thefrackfor two yearsto the Bogton & Providence, the Norfolk's
directors decide to switch their tenant to the Eagt Thompson Railroad for one yeer, after which they returned to
independent operation. The Eagt Thompson Railroad hed originally been chartered as part of the Boston &
New Y ork Centra Railroad to providealink between Boston, Blackstone, East Thomjpson, Connecticut, and
pointsfiirther southwest (Karr 1995:111). However, the Boston & New York Centrd collgpsed in 1865 ad

(continued)
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the line was operated independently for severd yearsthereefter. In 1858 theNorfolk County Railroad resumed
independent operation and continued to provide service between Blackstone and Bogton via Dedham and the

Boston & Providence. Thisssoond period of independent operation for the Norfolk County Railroad ended in
ealy 1867 when the Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad gained control of the line.

Inthe early 1860s, the Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad had begun purchesing smal New England railroadsin
order to complete an inland route between Bogton and New Y ork, similar to the one that the Boston & New
York Cenfral hed atempted to construct dmogt a decade before (Karr 1995:111). In 1863, the Boston,
Hartford & Erie purchased the Southbridge & Blackstone Railroad, intending to extend that linefrom Eagt
Thompson to Willimantic, Connecticut, where it would connect tothe Air Line Railroad extending eest from
New Haven. In order to complete the connection between Blackstone and Boston, the Boston, Hartford & Erie
began to leese the Norfolk County Railroad in late 1866 and began operating trains on the track in February,
1867 (Karr 1995:293). Though it was hot until 1872 that the connection between Mechanicsville, Connectict,
outheedt of Eagt Thompson, and Willimantic finally opened, the track of the Norfolk Country Railroad served
from 1867 as the Bogton, Hartford & Erie's main route to Boston, connecting with that city via Idington,
Massachusetts, and the Midland Railroad, which the Boston, Hartford & Erie dso controlled. With the
opening of the frack between Willimantic and Mechanicsville in August of 1872, and the subsequant
connection tothe Air Line Railroad to New Haven which was completed in 1873, the Boston, Hartford & Erie
successfully established an inland rail route from New York to Bogton, a feat that many compeanies hed
unsuccessfully attempted (Karr 1995:91). The completion of the Blackstone Viaduct was part of the successful
completion of this project

With the opening of the connection between New Haven and Willimantic, the Norfolk County Railroad
became part of alarger network of samadl railroads linked together in order to connect Boston and New Y ork.
However, the process of connecting all of these railroads was enough to bankrupt the very railroad that hed
masterminded the project: the Bogton, Hartford & Erie Railroad. The New Y ork & New England Railroad was
formed in 1875 to replace the Bogton, Hartford & Erie and it assumed control of the inland route that the
Bogton, Hartford & Erie had just completed (Karr 1995:111). Under the New York & New England, the
Norfolk County Railroad remained the main lineinto Bogon and was heavily traveled by both passenger ad
freight trains.

TheNew York & New England, which dso became known asthe "Air Line," operated profitably until 1889

when amgjor railroad bridge acrossthe Thames River in New London, Connecticut, was completed. With the

opening of the Thames River Bridgethe al-rail "Shore Line" between Boston and New Y ork City was
(continued)
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completed and passangar business on the inland route begen to decline (Karr 1995:96). In 1891 the New Y ork
& New England atempted to compete with the Shore Line route through publicity. It painted the passenger
casfor its crack New England Limited passanger expressfrain whitewith gilt lettering, and renamed it the
White Train. Thistrain became part of locd legend for the inhabitants of the towns it pessad through, who
nicknamed it the "Ghogt Train." Despite the numerous curves and hills on the line, the White Train and its
even fagter succesor, the Air Line Limited, provided some of the fagtest rail travel times between Boston and
New York City. The White Train and its sucoessors did not gop in Blackstone, and only paused in
Willimantic, Connecticut, to take on cod and water (Harlow 1946:209-214). In 1898, the New Y ork, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad, which was the primary confroUer of the ""Shore Line," absorbed the competing
New York & New England and took control of the Norfolk County Railroad, and under its confrol busness on
the inland route between Boston and New York began to decline even further. Despite the short-lived
prosperity of this line and the excitement created by the White Train, the"Air Line" was never amgjor east-
west New England rail competitor. Ultimately theline failed dueto competitionfrommore powerful eest-west
Massachusattsrailroads that had bean established earlier on superior routes, including the Boston & Maine
Railroad's "Fitchburg" division to Troy and Albany, New Y ork; The Bogton & Albany Railroad, and the New
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad's "Shore Line."

The New Haven Railroad continued to use the "Air Line" as an dternate long-distance frei ght and pessenger
line until the 1955 hurricane sevared the line in Connecticut.  Passanger sarvice betwean Blackstone and
Boston ceesed in 1963 (Stott Blackstone Viaduct 1988). Portions of the line were operated by the New Y ork,
New Haven & Hartford until 1969 when it was absorbed by the Pan Centrd Railroad, which abandoned the
sction including the Blackgtone Viaduct in that year (Interstate Commerce Commission 1969). Theonly part
of the original Boston-Blackstone section of the Norfolk County Railroad linethat still operates today is the
Bogton-Franklin/Forge Park section, which is operated as a commuter rail line by the Massachusetts Bay
Trangportation Authority (Karr 1995:294).

The Blackstone Viaduct

The Blackstone Viaduct was completed in April 1872, when the line was confroUed by the Boston, Hartford &
Erie Railroad and the inland route wasjust being finished (NY & NE 1876:27). It is undear when work onthe
dructure actually began, dthough it may have been garted by the Boston, Hartford & Eriein 1867, when the
line was given a$3 million loan from the State of Massachusetts. When that line pessad into bankruptcy in
1870, its trustees expended large sums to completdy renew the line (Stott Blackstone Viaduct 1988). A report
published a the time of its completion dated that work on the sructure had "commenced yeers ago'’
(Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commissoners 1872:59). Theviaduct replaced atimber trestle and earth-
(continued)
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fill gructure located on the same dignment. The arches and abutments were congtructed of quarry-faced,
random ashlar, grey granite blocks, possibly obtained a nearby quarries in Uxbridge or Milford. Under the
New York & New England, the entire Boston, Hartford & Erie linewas double-tracked in 1883-1884 (Stott
Blackstone Viaduct 1988). Itishighly likely that the Blackstone Viaduct waes congtructed as a double-frack
dructure in 1872, even though the original main lineinitially condsted of only onefrack. The construction of
double-track-width bridges on single-track rail lines in anticipation of futurefrafficwas commonly practiced
in 19* century New England railroad construction. An 1870 atlas clearly shows that the previous sructure
carried two tracks, which would have bean typica for trackage 0 dose to a gation and freight cusomers
(Beers 1870).

By 1912, severd of the Blackstone Viaduct's arches had begun tofail. Photogrgphs of the structure from that
year show that the spandrd walls had bean shored up with timber supports (Intergate Commerce Commission
n.d.). In 1918, the arches were heavily srengthened when the structure was encasad by an gpproximatdy 1 ft
thick layer of sted-reinforced, form-cast concrete. (Massachusetts Department of Public Worksn.d.). New
Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad records from 1918 ligt the Blackstone Viaduct as Bridge 35.88 on its
South Bay (Boston) to Willimantic, Connecticut, line. LineNo. 90. These records describe the Structure ss a
"concrete-lined gone arch,” "reinforced with cone" in 1918 (New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford n.d.). This
maodification was likely chosen as an interim meeaure to stabilize the structure rather than replacing it, asthe
line had bean downgraded by that time. Indeed, the bridge over Cand Streat at the west end of the viaduct was
replaced in 1917 with a single-frack structure, which is condgent with the downgrading of the line (Stott
Canal Street 1988). The sted bridge over the Blackstone River a the eest end of the Blackstone Viaduct was
damagad in aflood in the late 1960s, shifting the river pier. The bridge was subsequently removed. The two
parcds of land included in thisnomination. Map 7/Lot 5 and Map & Lot 123, weretransferred from the Pan
Centrd Red Edate Corporation to the Commonwedlth of Massachusetts on December 1, 1984 (Blackstone
Assessors Office, Book 8502, Pege 23).

The concrete sheathing completely obscuresthe original masonry congtruction of the arch barrels, piersand
and spandrd walls, however, the sructure till retains itsoriginal essentid multiple arch bridge form. The
materia and texture of the original onework is visible in the abutments and retaining wals dsewhere on the
viaduct. The concrete cladding isitself notable as aform of repair to this structure. Thisrepair was mede in
the World War | erg, atime when the mechanica function and creetive possibilities of the new plagtic medium
of reinforced concrete were being explored by the structurd engineering community worldwide.

(continued)
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Blackstone's Railroad Landscgpe

The Blackgtone Viaduct is asignificant landscape dement in the Blackstone areg, and the areds history as an
important junction between severd regiond railroads hes eft a landscepe legacy of trangportation-re ated
industrial structura and archaeologicad remains that shaped later resdentia and transportation development
patterns. In addition to the Blackstone Viaduct, Blackstone is hogt to & leest 13 other late-19™ and early-20" -
century ged railroad bridges, some of which are components of the same Norfolk County/New Y ork & New
England Railroad line that includes the Blackgtone Viaduct, and some part of the adjacent Providence &
Worcester Railroad. The specifics of these bridges are too numerous to include here. However, severd of the
bridges on the Norfolk County (New Y ork & New England) line are contributing d ements to the Blackstone
Cand and/or Blackstone Manufacturing Company National Regiger districts. Contributing to the Blackstone
Cand Disgtrict (Adams 1995) are the Cand Street Bridge (south) (1917), and the east and west Factory Pond
bridges (1918). Contributing to the Blackstone Manufacturing Company District (Schuler and Friedberg
1995h) are the Cains Court Bridge (1908) and the abutments of the Main Street Bridge (1917). Confributing
to baoth disfricts is the Cand (River) Street Bridge (1918). Contributing to the Blackstone Cand District, but
assodiated with the P & W Railroad are the two Blackstone Cand bridges (1903). None of these ged
dructures are as old, long, or as significant from an engineering standpoint as the Blackstone Viaduct. Also
contributing to the Blackstone Cand Didtrict isthe . Paul Street Bridge, an 1851 two-gpan granite arch
bridge over the bed of the Blacksone Cand. The P & W's Blackstone River Bridge (1889), arare surviving,
active example of apin-connected truss, atype of congtruction superseded by dl-riveted construction shortly
after 1900, remains unlisted.

In addition to the bridges, the New Y ork & New England and Providence & Worcester railroad rights-of-way
include cuts, fills, and embankments that have influenced land use patterns in Waterford and Blackstone.
Theserights-of-way hogt higtorical archaeologica stes including the New Haven/Providence & Worcester
Union Station site northwest of the viaduct on Cand Street, andthe P & W turntable and engine house site due
wegt of the viaduct and Blackstone Cand Bed. Vediges of the Midland Railroad can be ssen inthe frack
causaways crossing Harris Pond in eesten Blackstone, just north of Woonsocket, Rhode Idland.

Theimpact of the"Air Line" on Blackstone's industria development does not gopeer to have been great. The

Blackgtone Valley's dense textile mill infrastructure and economy was oriented dong the north-south-running

Blackgtone River and that relationship was reinforced by the parald Blackgtone Cand and later Providence &

Worcester Railroad. The early impetus for an additional rail line from Blackstone was anatura desirefor a

link to the port and population center of Boston. Oncethe New Y ork & New England Railroad established its

through route to the west, Blackstone became simply another smdll town on aline with more lofty ambitions of
(continued)
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competing for Boston-New York City traffic. The New York & New England line through the Waterford
section of Blackstone passed high above the village and mills, connecting the high river banks ether Sde of the
Blacksone River and avoiding the industrial bottomland benegth it. The Blackgone Viaduct can be
conddered an early example of arailroad "cutoff," atype of engineering project associated with early 20*
century railroad improvements designed to diminate curvature and gradient, and which often bypassed
communities previoudy sarved by rail. The Ddaware, Lackawvanna & Wesen Railroad's famous
"Lackawanna Cutoff' project resulted inthe construction of numerous high fills and bridges, including the
Tunkhanock Creek Viaduct in Nicholson, Pennsylvania, theworld's largest reinforced concrete structure. Like
the Tunkhanock Cresk Viaduct, the Blackstone Viaduct is more significantin the context of structurd
engineering than to the community in which itislocated.

Therailroad landscape that includes the Blackstone Viaduct aso indudes remains of another railroad segathat
left its mark on the area. The Southen New England Railroad, chartered in 1911, was proposed to run
between the Canadian-backed Centra Vermont Railroad & Pdmer, Massachusetts, to Providence, Rhode
Idand, providing an dternative to the New Haven Railroad's monopaly on rail trangportation in Southerm New
England. Theright-of-way, including dramatic cuts, fills, embankments and concrete bridge abutments and
piers was congtructed, but the line was never completed due to financial difficulties and political intrigues
involving the New Haven Railroad (Lowentha 1998). The right-of-wayfraversedBlackstone between
Millville and Woonsocket, crossing the New York & New England eest of the Blackstone River, where
remains of a Southem New England bridge abutment are till visible on Federd Street. The earthworks of the
right-of-way are still visible snaking through Blackstone north of Route 122. In Millville, the Southem New
England Railroad earth embankments and tall concrete bridge piers are part of a remarkable feature, the
Millville Triple Crossing (or "Triad Bridge'"), where ahigh Southem New England Railroad sedfrestle(never
congmicted) would have craossed the New York & New England's riveted deck tmssbridge (still extant, but
abandoned), which in turn crossesthe P& W's rare pin-connected throughf russbridge over the Blackstone
River (extant, still in use). Even in its unfinished gate this engineering feat complements the nearby
Blackgtone Viaduct, and both represent the mogt dramatic evidence of the extensive railroad congtruction in
this section of the Blackstone Valley. The Blackstone Viaduct is the largest single smcture on the right-of-
way of the former New York & New England Railroad in Massachusetts.

Masonry Arch Bridges in Massachusetts

The Blackgtone Viaduct isasignificant historic engineering resource in Massachusetts, and is one of severd
large multiple-arch, masonry bridges in the sate. Nineteenth-century civil enginears were confronted with the
(continued)
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the multiple-arch masonry bridge. By the 1870s sugpendon bridges were in use for long Single-goan bridges,
and by the lagt decade of the nineteenth century sted tmsses were the mogt efficient solutions for multiple-span
bridges. Although these solutions were popular for highway and railroad crossings, the masonry arch
continued to be the solution of choice for bridges carrying agueducts. This choice was not solely because of
the availability of Granite in eestern Massachusatts  This structural form was undoubtedly chosen for its
pleasing gopeaerance and Classicd associaions, which were gppropriate for highly-visible works of civil
engineering carrying pure drinking water through populated arees The choice of a muhiple-arch masonry
viaduct for the Blackstone Viaduct may have been a conscious one mede for a similar combination of reesons
Granite was quarried in dundance in heerby communities including Milford and Uxbridge, which both hed
convenient rail connections to Blackstone. A masonry sfructure had the grength required to carry the
increasing weight of post-Civil Wer railroad locomoatives and frains. The smcture dso cut boldly through
Waterford, an established village assodiated with the textile millsdevd oped by the Norfolk Railroad's primary
early supporter. Welcome Famum, suggedting that the choice of an aestheticdly-pleasing stmcture was
motivated by its location and setting as much as by available materids and technology. Indeed, the dressed
done retaining walls, with their prominent cgpgone course and curved abutments, were an added
embelishment to the ssmcture where it ran through the Waterford mill village.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologicd resources described above havethe potentid to provide detailed information relaing to
railroad bridge technologies, 19" century indusfria water-power systems, and the lives of late 19* century
indusfrial workers. Potential smcturd and sfratigraphic evidence from the timber trestle and earth-filled
gmcture that preceded the viaduct may contribute important architectural design and constmction details from
that smcture. Archaeologica evidence may dso survive indicating to what extent, if ay, dementsof that
gmcture were incorporated into the existing viaduct. Stmcturd and Sfratigraphic evidence from the Mammath
Mill power cand may contribute similar information about that smcture. Archaeologicd survey and testing
can dso help document the integrity and presence of pog-1872 cultura resources benegth the third arch from
the eest end of the viaduct immediatdly eedt of the Mill Sfreet arch. Archaeologica evidence associated with
late 19* century worker's housing in this area may contribute important information on the lives of mill
workers and landuse activity benegth the viaduct arches.

(end)
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chdlenge of carrying railroads and agueducts across numerous river valeysin Massachusetts  The type of
gmcture employed was the multiple-arch masonry bridge, or viaduct, an engineering solution datingfromthe
time of the Roman Empire and ussd extensively for early 19* century Europeen bridges. Granite, an
appropriate building materia, was available throughout eestem Massachusetts. Theterm "viaduct” refers to
any multiple-span bridge, more commonly to masonry smctures, that carries afransportationfesture such ss a
road or railroad. The term "agqueducf most commonly refersto a conduit for carrying water, but do less
commonly refersto abridge that carries such a conduit.

The lagest and earliet mgjor multiple-arch masonry bridge in Massachustts is the Canton Viaduct,
congmcted for the Boston & Providence Railroad in 1835. The 615 ft. long, 70 ft. high, 21-arch granite
gmcture was designed by William Gibbs McNeill and George Washington Whistler, two of the nation's
preeminent railroad engineers. It was"widely conceded the mogt degant and massive ssmcture of masonry in
the United States' when completed (Stott 1984:2). It is aNational Civil Engineering Landmark, and is listed
in the National Regiger of Historic Flaces Later in the 1830s G.W. Whigtler was engineer for the Western
Railroad, constructed between Worcester, Massachusetts and Albany, New York. This lineincluded a sries
of massve gone arch bridges over the west branch of the Westfield River, which are listed inthe Nationa
Regiger of Historic Places (Durfee and Lennon 1980). Smdler examples of multiple-arch granite railroad
viaducts in Massachusatts include the 100 ft. long, four-gpan, 1846 Bogon & Maine Railroad Fdl River
Bridge in Bemardston (Weigand 1977), and the 200 ft. long, eight-goan, 1847 Boston & Worcester Railroad
Bogastow Brook Bridgein Halliston (Cames 1979).

Massachusatts dso hogts an impressive group of multiple-arch masonry bridges built to carry the series of
agqueducts that supply drinking water for the city of Boston. The earliest of these isthe 1848 three-gpan,
granite Charles River Bridge in Wdledey, Massachusetts, part of the Cochituate Aqueduct system linking the
Cochituate Reservair in Natick, Massachusatts with Boston. The later Sudbury Aqueduct sysem indudestwo
brick and granite multiple-arch bridges gpanning the Charles River buiU about 1875. The Waben Bridge, dso
in Wdledey, is anine-gpan smcture, and the Charles River (Echo) Bridge on the Newton-Welledey lineisa
Fvengpan smcture. Both are gpproximately 530 ft long and 40f ttall. The newest bridgein thisgroupisthe
svenrarch, 359ft Assabet River Bridge, built in Northborough, Massachusetts in 1897 as part of the Wachusatt
Aqueduct sygem. All of these amctures have been listed inthe National Regiger of Historic Hacesin a
thematic nomination of Boston's historic water supply resources (Jenkins, et al. 1989).

The viaducts constmcted during thefirst half of the 19* century were constmcted prior to the development of
long-g0an iron and ged bridge materids and technology and relied on the only available engineering solution,
(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-»00-a

OMB Approval No. 1024-O0U
(»M)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger o Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

Blackstone Viaduct
Section number 9 Page | Bl"cUsgtone (Worcester), MA

Magjor Bibliographical References
Published Sources

Blackstone Historical Commisson

1996 Blackgone Massachusetts A Town History Through 1995. Blackstone Historical Commission,
Blackstone, MA.

Harlow, Alvin F.
1946 Stedways of New England. Creative Age Press, Inc., New York, NY.

Hurd, Hamilton D.

1839 History of Worcester County with Biographical Sketchesof many of its Fioneers and Prominent
Men. JW. Lewis & Company, Philaddphia, PA.

Karr, RonddD.
1995 The Rail Lines of Southem New England: A Handbook of Railroad History. Branch Line Press
Pepperd|, MA.

Lowentha, Larry

1908 Titanic Railroad: The Southem New England, The Story of New England's Last Great Railroad
War. Marker's Press, Brimfield, MA.

Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commissioners
1872 Annual Reportfor the Year 1872.

New York & New England Railroad

1876 "BridgesBuilt...I871-1876, Report to The Stockholders for the Y ear Ending September 30,1876.
New York & New England Railroad, Boston, MA:27.

Unpublished Sources

Adams, VirginiaH.

1995 National Register of Historic Places Regigtration Formf or the Blackstone Canal Historic District.
PAL Inc., Pawtucket, RI.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0011
=)

United States Department of the I nterior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shedt

. 1 n 0 Blackstone Viaduct
Section number 9 Page 2 Blackstone (Worcester), MA

Blackstone, Massachusetts Town Assessors Office, Book 8502, Page 23.

Cames, Marjorie C.

1979 Survey form for the Eight Arch (Bogastow Brook) Stone Viaduct, Holliston, Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, MA.

Durfee, Elizabeth and Charles Lennon

1980 National Regigter of Historic Places Regidration Formfor the Middlefied d—Becket Stone Arch
Railroad Bridge District. Massachusetts Historicad Commission, Boston, MA.

Intersate Commerce Commisson

n.d. Vauation Fednotes, New Haven Railroad, Account 6. RG 134, Acc. # 58A-329, Boxes 658-687,
Federd Records Center, Suitland, MD.

1969 Abandonment, Right-of-Way and Track Map, |CC Docket No. 25890, September 17.

Jenkins, Candacewith Jane Lardan and Martha Bowers

1989 National Regigter of Historic Places Registrationformf or the Water Supply Sysem of Metropolitan
Boston. Massechusatts Historical Commission, Boston, MA.

Massachusetts Depatment of Public Works
n.d."Bridge Higtories' courtesy of MDPW Bridge Specidist, Stephen J. Roper.

New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad

n.d. South Bay Junction to Willimantic, Generd Data, Line 90. Massachusetts Department of Public
Works, Boston, MA.

Schuler, Gretchen G. and Betsy Friedberg
1995 National Regiger of Historic Places Regidration form for Famum's Gate Historic District.
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, MA. ()
1995 National Regiger ofHistoric Places Registrationformf or the Blackstone Manufacturing Company
Historical District. Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston., MA. (b)

(continued)



(8’\F§S)de 1 109004 OMB Approval No. 10240011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

o} n

woo i Blackstone Viaduct
Section number__ ?_ Page

Blackstone (Worcester), MA

wo

Stott, Peter H.

1984 National Regigter of Historic Places Regigtration Formfor the Canton Viaduct. Massachusetts
Historicadl Commission, Boston, MA.

1988 Massachusatts Historical Commission Survey Form-Blackstone Viaduct. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Boston, MA.

1988 Massachusatts Historical Commission Survey Form-Cand Street Bridge. Massachusatts Higtorical
Commission, Boston, MA.

Weigand, Janet
1977 Survey form for the Four Arch (Fall River) Stone Bridge, Bemardgton, Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, MA.
Maps

Beers F.W.
1870 Atlasof Worcester County, Massachusetts F.W. Bears& Co., New York, 1870

Blackstone Planning Board
1967 Map of the Town of Blackstone, Mass.

L.J. Richards& Company
1898 New Topographica Atlasof the County of Worcester, Massachusetts L.J. Richards & Company,
Philadelphia, PA.

Nelson, Newell
1831 A Map of Mendon, Worcester County, Mass. Pendleton's Lithography, Boston, MA.

(end)



Blackstone Viaduct Worcester, MA_
Name of Property County, State

in fiengraphlr-al Data
Acreage of Property 291

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 290230 4654380 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11, Fnrnn Prepared By

name/title Matthew Kierstead, industrial historian, PAL, Inc Jonathan N P Mekinda, Betsy Friedberg, NR nirector, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  November 2QQ1
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard , telephone fil7-7?7-R47n
city or town Boston state MA .zZipcode Q2125

AHriltinnai Dnp.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts / Department of Environmental Management
street & number 151 Causeway Street .telephone  617-fi?fi-135n
aty or town. Boston .state  MA_ .zZipcode (02110

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



KPSFarm | 10-XM-i

OMB Appravil No. 1024-0011
()

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

ion numiber lo ge 1_ Blackstone Viaduct

Rlackstnne (Worcester), MA
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Universa Transverse Mercator Coordinate Reference Number:  19.290232.4654380

Boundary Description:

The boundary follows the lega property boundaries of two irregularly-sheped linear parcds Plat 7/Lot 5 to the
eed, and Plat 8/Lot 123 to the west, which ae joined end-to-end by pardld lines-of-convenience that cross

Mill Street between thetwo parces.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries encompess all Massachusetts Depatment of Environmenta Manegemeant land that indudesthe
Blackgtone Viaduct abutments, embankments, and masonry arch structures.
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Date of Photographs November 18, 1999
Negatives on file a: PAL
210 Lonsdde Avenue
Pawtucket, RI 02860
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1. View looking northwest showing south face of Multiple-Arch Bridge with Multiple-Arch Bridge Eadt
Abutment at right

2. View looking west showing north face of Multiple-Arch Bridge with Waterford mill housing & right
3. View looking south showing eest and north faces of Blacksone River Bridge Abutment

4. View looking north showing, from left to right. West Embankment, Single-Arch Bridge West Abutment,
Single-Arch Bridge, Single-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment, and Middle Embankment

5. View looking northwest showing, from left to right. Cana Strest Bridge Abutment, and West Embankment
and granite retaining wall, with Waterford mill housing a right
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Blackstone Viaduct Worcester County, 01001558
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #1)

USGSMap






The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 26, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Blackgtone Viaduct, Blackstone (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the megting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Cmr. Peter Webber, Department of Environmenta Management
Robert J. Dubois, Blackstone Board of Sdectmen
Matthew Kierstead, PAL, Consultant
Thomeas J. Bik, Blackstone Historica Commission
Patrice Kish, DEM
Charles Bessette, Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470.Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gatc.maus/sec/mhc
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BLACKSTONE, WORCESTER COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS”

SKETCH MAP

N 341,000

JAYAYAYAYAN

RVERS 87 EDGE *ROfD

13

114

MAPS

Scae 1" = approx. 200'

mn

BLACKSTONE VLU) UCT ELEMENT KEY
Blackstone River Bridge Abutment
Eagt Embankment

Multiple-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment
Multiple-Arch Bridge

Muhiple-Arch Bridge Wes Abutment
Middle Embankment

Single-Arch Bridge Eagt Abutment
Single-Arch Bridge

. Single-Arch Bridge West Abutment
10. West Embankment

11. Cand Street Bridge Abutment

©CEONOUAWN P

0 @

BLACKSTONE VIADUCT PROPERTY: :
West of Mil! Street: Map 8/Lot 123,1.0 Ac. +/-
East of Mill Street: Map 7/Lot 5,1.91 Ac.
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Cobon o placksitone
iSoarJ) of Selectmen AG J1
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TEL. (508) 883-1500 « FAX (508) 883-7043

MassachusattsHistorical Commission Augus 28, 2001
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Commisson Members

We, the Board of Sdectmen of the Town of Blackstone, would like to express our ftjl|
support for the nomination of the Blackstone Viaduct to be placed on the Nationd
Regider of Historic FHaces We bdieve that the Blackstone Viaduct hes tremendous
historical sgnificance and was a very important component of the industria revolution in

the Blacksone Vdley. Wewould like to thank you for your consderation of this
nomination.

Sincardy,

Blackstese Board of Sdectmen

st*negPerregult, Clevk

Cc: Blackgone Historical Commisson
Blackstone Planning Board



