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Address 31 Russell Street
Historic Kane Gilbert Hadley Three-

Decker

U= Present residential

Original residential

DESCRIPTION

ca. 188i
Date

Source Worcester House Directory
Style Stick style Three-Decker
Architect unknown; cossibly Heriran or
Gilbert Hadley
Exterior Wall Fabric wood claoboard

Outbuildings none
Major Alterations (with dates) none
Condition excellent

Moed Dae

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting urban, multi-familv,

residential street

Recorded by~""" Callahan

Organization™"™”™ University

Date 1981

Revised for MC by M chael Steinitz-12/88



NATI NN REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Gilbert Hadley Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
for itsassociation with a mddle-class residential district that extended
westward from downtown Worcester inthe late 19th century i nt he Piednont
area. 't i salso a remarkably well-preserved and unusually detailed examole
of Stick style three-decker architecture, particularly notable forits
unusual array of porches. The Hadley Three-Decker thus neets criteria

A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places on t helocal Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  Descri be i nport ant archltectural features andevaluate interns @
other buildingswthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, 31 Russell Street i san unusually well-preserved three-
decker, remarkable for itsextensive array of multi-tiered porches, a display
of Stick style ornament unparalleled i nWrcester. The building has the
characteristic side-hall plan with a side-wall jog. The asymmetrical, three-
bay facade contains an end-bay entry with a double-Ileaf, panelled door. The
hip roof contains an unusual shed dormer centered on thefront slope. The
roof cornice overhang has regularly spared, decorative brackets. Wndows have
1/1 and 2/2 sash, with simple surrounds. Most notable i stheextent of.
porchwork on t heside-elevations of the building. A single-story porch
extends across themin facade, and waps around t heside wall, wherei t
extends tofull, three-tier height. Fromtheopposite side wall an additional
three-tier porch projects outward. The porches ar e supported by chanferedpos”
and contain stick work balustrades, friezes, and large cut brackets.

HSIARCL SAGNHGMNE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

The Hadl ey Three-Decker i slocated on t hewestern edge of t he m ddle-class
residential neighborhood that devel oped west of Crown Hill i nthelatel9th
century. The house was built ca. 1888, probably by t heHadl ey Conpany,
carpenters and contractors, which listed itsbusiness location at neighboring
33 Russell Street, where Herman Hadl ey had his residence. The first known
owner of 31 Russell Street was Gilbert S Hadley, a carpenter, who also Iived
here. Residents i n 1890 included W Iliam Pratt, an optician; Bernard Vassall,
an insurance agent; and Wlter Dodge, a clerk. Residents 1 n 1900 included
Addi son March, a policeman; Walter March, a bookeeper; G March, a nusic
teacher; GCeorge Battelle, a mason; and SW Linclon, a printer. By 1910, t he
house was owned by Florence S Wnslow  Residents included J. Archer W nslow,
a pressman; Sanmuel Small, a harnessmaker, and Walter Bryson, a tool maker.

The Wnslow fam |y resided here through 1930. Ot her residents i n1930 includec
John F. McDermott, who rant heRefined School of Dance; George Stone, an
insurance agent; and Edwin Stone, a machinist.

Bl BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1888,1890, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al ., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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