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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if /mown,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lecompton Constitution Hall is a simple rectangular, two-story white 
frame building with a gabled roof, pediment and stone foundation. 
Since the terrain slopes to the front of the building, an uncovered 
porch raised on stone piers with straight stone stairs to the left, 
provides entry to the building. The front door is glazed with 12 
lights. The windows are plain trimmed with double-hung sash two 
lights over two.

The plans of both floors are basically the same--a large meeting room 
at the front and two smaller rooms side-by-side at the rear. The 
second floor is reached by an enclosed straight stairway within the 
left rear room which is entered from both the meeting room and the 
outside. There is an inside chimney against the south wall and 
another that runs down the south wall of the right rear rooms.

The hall is used for lodge meetings, public activities and as a poll­ 
ing place during elections. There has been some minor remodeling inside 
but the outward appearance is basically unchanged from the historic * • 
period. The Odd Fellows Lodge acquired the hall in 1894, and ownership 
was vested in the local Rebekah Lodge after World War II. The building 
is privately owned and open to the public by prearrangement.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The tragic episode in our nation's history known as "bleeding Kansas" 
is illustrated by a simple white frame building known as the 
Lecompton Constitution Hall, the only remaining building of the several 
where opposing drafts of the first Kansas Constitution were approved. 
The constitutional debate in Kansas was the political aspect of a 
bloody struggle to test the divisive Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. 
Since the act permitted Kansans to determine for themselves if their 
Territory were to become a free or slave State, a great influx of 
outsiders of opposing sympathies swelled the population in the race 
to take the State by popular demand. Constitutions were approved in 
mass assemblies at Topeka, Lecompton, Lawrence, and Wyandotte. The 
Lecompton Constitution of 1856, a pro-slavery document supported by 
President Buchanan but rejected by Congress, served to inflame the 
growing sectional dispute which was shortly to burst out in Civil War.

History

From August 1855 to January 1861, Lecompton was the territorial capital 
of Kansas and also the headquarters of proslavery elements in the 
territory.

Constitution Hall, as it became later known, was the meeting place for 
the second territorial legislature which met from January 12 to 
February 20, 1857.

In late 1857 a special election was held to choose delegates for a 
constitutional convention. Charging that the election was rigged to 
give proslavery supporters a disproportionate share of the delegates, 
free-State supporters refused to participate. As a result, all 60 
members chosen for the convention were proslavery in their beliefs. 
The "elected" delegates met briefly, on September 7, 1857, and then 
adjourned, stating that the members needed time to gather and digest 
information. Free-State forces believed their real reason for adjourn­ 
ment was to await the outcome of the October election for the terri­ 
torial legislature.

Proslavery advocates suffered a setback when the election's results 
demonstrated what the majority of Kansans desired by giving a victory 
to the free-State sympathizers. (continued)___________
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8. Significance: (1) Lecompton Constitution Hall

Seizing a last opportunity to make Kansas a slave state, delegates to 
the Lecompton convention reconvened on October 19, 1857 at Constitution 
Hall. Before voting on any document a resolution was passed which 
informed delegates they could not do so unless they agreed to make 
Kansas a slave state. The assembled constitution was placed before 
the territorial electorate with a choice to either vote for a 
"Constitution with Slavery" or a "Constitution with no Slavery." The 
latter choice, however, meant only that no more slaves could be brought 
into Kansas; those already present and their descendants would remain 
as slaves. Whichever way the choice was made, a protection of existing 
rights to slave property would be maintained by the constitution.

In Washington President Buchanan urged Congress to accept the Lecompton 
Constitution while senators such as Stephen Douglas led the fight 
against ratification. Passage of the document would have seen Kansas 
admitted as a slave state and debate over it symbolized the growing 
sectional conflict in the country. In August 1858 the people of Kansas 
rejected the constitution nearly 6-1 in a proposition to vote for or 
against it.

The third territorial legislature, dominated by free-Staters, met in 
Lecompton December 7, 1857, and again January 4, 1858, in special 
session. Once domination of the legislature by Free-Staters was 
assured, meeting at Lecompton became a mere formality since it was 
required by law. Instead, legislators would shortly adjourn to Lawrence 
where general accommodations were in greater supply.

GPO 921-724


