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1. Name 
historic Pleasant S t r e e t School 

For NPS use only 

received DEC 2 3 1985 

date entered 2 3 jggg 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number Pleasant S t r ee t not for publication 

city, town Ayer JI/Aviclnlty of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public occupied agriculture museum 
^ bullding(s) private . ^ unoccupied commercial park 

structure both '"• work in progress ?L educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation N/A being considered 
no military other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 
name Town o f Ayer 

street & number Tovm H a l l , Main S t r ee t 

city, town Ayer N/Avlcinlty of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex South D i s t r i c t Reg i s t ry n f PPPds 

street & number 208 Cambridge S t r ee t 

city, town Cambridge stateMassachusetts 02141 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
the Cnmmnnwpalth o f Massachusetts #2^^^ ̂ ^'^ dejermined eligible?^ 

date 1985 federal state 

yes X no 

county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n P l e a s a n t s t r e e t S c h o o l , A y e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated x unaltered x^ original site 

_L_good> . ruins altered moved date _L 
X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Pleasant Street School is a Targe, two-story frame Colonial Revival 
building. Rectangular in form with stairhall projections at each end, the 
building rises to a broad hipped roof with large gabled dormers. The school 
faces east and occupies a generous lot which is bordered by a low chain link 
fence, large deciduous trees, and shrubbery. The area immediately surrounding 
the school is paved while the northern half of the lot is an open, grassy 
field. The school is located in the midst of a neighborhood of late 19th 
century residences that constitute Ayer's town center. Less than a half mile 
to the south is the main shopping and commercial district of Ayer, a small 
working class community some 35 miles northeast of Boston. Ayer is also the 
location of Massachusett's largest military installation. Fort Devens. 

The Pleasant Street School exhibits a symmetrical four bay by three bay 
rectangular plan that is the result of two major builds. The design was 
pragmatically conceived in two sections, the first section constructed in 1893 
and the second to be constructed when needed. The southern half was built 
first with the northern half added in 1906. The building, which is sheathed 
with narrow clapboards, rises two stories from an exposed fieldstone 
foundation to a broad hipped roof with a central deck. A narrow central 
chimney and seven gable roofed dormers pierce the roof, which is sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. Originally, the deck was encircled by an open balustrade. 
Projecting from the north and south walls are two flat-roofed stairtowers 
supported on piers. At the rear, a one story enclosed staircase leads from 
the first floor to the basement level. On the facade, a flat-roofed open 
porch (1953-1954) shelters the offset entrance to the school, cr Vt : . r.... 

Detailing throughout the school is Colonial Revival in style. Narrow 
cornerboards define the corners of the building and support a wide fascia 
encircling the building. A deep boxed cornice with dentils surmounts the 
fascia. Similar dentilated cornices frame the large dormers and their 
pediments. Contained within the pediments of the facade dormers are wooden 
torches in relief. On the facade, remnants of Ionic capitals top the 
cornerboards. In the main block and stairtowers, the windows contain wooden 
double hung 6/2 sash, while the dormers are set with smaller 8/2 double hung 
sash. A distinctive feature of the building is the pattern created by 
combinations of banded windows in sets of three, four, and five. Small square 
fixed sash with radiating starburst mull ions further enliven the front and 
rear facades. / . . . _ . •. 

The main (east) elevation is six bays wide. The central two bays contain, on 
the second floor, a pair of tripartite windows. These consist of a central 
rectangular window flanked by smaller windows set over fielded panels. On the 
first floor, a flat-roofed porch with clustered columns shelters the school's 

Continued 

on? t - i . 
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entrance. Balustrades once c i r c l ed the roof and base of the porch. Large 
pedimented dormers wi th four banded windows surmount the next two bays while 
the outermost bays contain banded sets of four windows on the f i r s t and second 
f l o o r s . 

The north e levat ion , of three bays w id th , i s dominated by the pro ject ing 
stair tower in the central bay. Centered above the stair tower on the roof i s a 
pedimented dormer containing a band of three small 6/2 windows. A shed-roofed 
extension gives access from the dormer to the sta i r tower. The stair tower i s 
gained by a f l i g h t of steps leading to a door in the base of the tower. The 
stairtowers were added at both ends when the north ha l f of the school was 
b u i l t in 1906. Classroom bays, marked by long bands of f i ve windows each, 
f lank the stair tower on both f l o o r s . 

The rear (west) elevat ion has seen the greatest a l t e r a t i o n . A protect ing 
metal ven t i l a to r stack ( fo r the cafe ter ia ki tchen) and an enclosed s t a i r 
leading from the f i r s t f l oo r to the basement detract from the appearance of 
th i s e levat ion. Though also six bays in w id th , the rear wall lacks the 
symmetry of the facade. The outer two bays contain f i ve -pa r t window bands 
l i g h t i n g corner classrooms. However, the i n t e r i o r bays are unevenly f i l l e d 
wi th t r i p a r t i t e window bands on the second f l oo r and a four -par t window and 
the pro ject ing s t a i r enclosure on the f i r s t . Because the s i t e slopes down to 
the west, the basement story on the west i s exposed and f in ished wi th 
clapboards. The basement level contains two windows and three doors. 

The three-bay-wide south e leva t ion , par t of the or ig ina l b u i l d , d i f f e r s 
s l i g h t l y from i t s northern counterpart. Two classroom bays with four , rather 
than f i v e , windows flank the central s ta i r tower . Another di f ference is the 
placement of two smaller dormers to e i ther side of the stair tower rather than 
a single large dormer above the s ta i r tower , as on the north w a l l . 

Once completed in 1906, the only major a l te ra t ions to the school occurred in 
1953-1954. At the t ime, the i n t e r i o r of the school was renovated with new 
wi r ing and l i g h t i n g and with the addi t ion of cafe ter ia and classroom 
f a c i l i t i e s in the basement. Exter ior a l te ra t ions done at that time include 
the addi t ion of the present entrance porch and the closing of one of the two 
entrances to leave a single o f f se t entrance in the fourth (from the l e f t ) 
facade bay. The need to upgrade means of egress from the school seems to 
account fo r changes made to the north sta i r tower and dormer and to west wall 
with i t s enclosed s t a i r . 

The school has been vacant since 1981 and suf fers from lack of maintenance. 



8. S igni f icance Pleasant Street School, Ayer, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icanc 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Check and just i fy below 
x community planning • 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 8 9 3 , 1906 Bu i lder Arch i tec t ^UnkiiQwn_ 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Pleasant Street School i s a large well detai led example of Colonial 
Revival school a rch i tec tu re . Though modest in design, the school i s , wi th in 
the local context , one of Ayer's three outstanding municipal bu i ld ings , the 
others being the town's 1876 Panel Brick Town Hall and ca. 1900 Renaissance 
Revival L ibrary . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the school i s notable as the town's l as t 
remaining i n tac t 19th century school bu i l d i ng . (While an e a r l i e r , mid-19th 
century frame school also stands in the town, i t has been converted to 
res ident ia l use and no longer reta ins i n t e g r i t y as a school.) The Pleasant 
Street School re f l ec t s the la te 19th century prosperi ty of Ayer, an important 
ra i l road t ransportat ion center in Middlesex County throughout the l as t ha l f of 
the 19th century. The school retains i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, 
mater ia ls , se t t i ng , workmanship and associat ion. I t meets National Register 
Cr i te r ion C on the local l e v e l . 

The Pleasant Street School was b u i l t i n two stages, wi th the south section 
completed in 1893 and the north section in 1906. The school was b u i l t on a 
s i te donated to the town by John A. Park, a local doctor whose family was 
prominent in the early h is tory o f the area. Park donated the s i t e as an 
expression of his support f o r f ree public education. • 

The school was constructed to house both grade and high school classes. I t 
continued in i t s dual funct ion u n t i l 1931, when a separate high school 
bu i ld ing was constructed. Elementary-level classes were held in the school 
un t i l i t s c losing in 1981. The school has been vacant since that t ime. 

The Town of Ayer experienced i t s most p r o l i f i c development in the period 
between 1845 and 1930. Or ig ina l l y part of Groton, Massachusetts, Ayer was 
f i r s t know as South Groton. Extremely sparsely se t t led throughout the 18th 
and early 19th centur ies . South Groton supported a very small population of 
farmers in dispersed farmsteads. As l a te as 1854, the area had a population 
of only 100. 

This began to change a f t e r 1845 when the Fitchburg Railroad was l a i d through 
South Groton. By 1855, four ra i l roads had been l a i d through the area: the 
Fitchburg, running east and west, and three lesser l ines running north and 
south, mainly between Worcester and Nashua, New Hampshire. Fortu i tously fo r 
South Groton, the l ines intersected at the t i ny v i l l age center thereaf ter 
known as Groton Junct ion. 

Population grew rapid ly as ra i l road- re la ted support services and a tannery 
congregated at the j unc t i on . In 1869, a census showed that Groton Junction 
held 1,890 of the surrounding area's 2,011 res idents . Residents successful ly 
pet i t ioned fo r separation from Groton and, in 1871, incorporated as the Town 
of Ayer. Continued 
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The town continued to grow thorough the early 20th century, though not at the 
rate experienced between 1854 and 1869. While the local economy supported 
some d i ve rs i t y of manufacturing in te res t {a shor t - l i ved plow fac to ry , 
fu rn i tu re fac to r i es , i ce -cu t t i ng operat ions, and the aforementioned tannery), 
by far the most important employer in the town was the ra i l roads . Extensive 
ra i l road f a c i l i t i e s j u s t south of the town center were said to provide the 
largest c l ass i f i ca t i on yard in New England. 

As a resu l t of the ra i l roads ' i n t roduc t ion , settlement around the Junction 
grew rapid ly to encompass a small commercial d i s t r i c t on Main Street with a 
res ident ia l neighborhood to the nor th , between Park and Washington Streets. 
This neighborhood of simple s ide-ha l l I t a l i ana te and Queen Anne cottages and 
houses occupies approximately 20 blocks, in the midst of which is located the 
Pleasant Street School. 

A rch i tec tu ra l l y , the school f a r surpasses i t s neighbors in scale and 
archi tectura l d i s t i n c t i o n . Conceived of as a two-part design, the school was 
pragmatically planned to be expanded as an increasing population of school 
chi ldren demanded. 

At the time of i t s 
school standing in 
br ick (1859; 1867) 
The Pleasant Street 
incorporated an up-
modern ven t i l a t i on 
unknown, but ear ly 
ca re fu l l y executed 
d e t a i l . 

const ruct ion, the Pleasant Street School was the fourth 
the town. The other three were simpler d i s t r i c t schools of 
or frame (1852; raised to two s t o r i es , 1865) const ruct ion. 

School was by fa r the most sophist icated of these and 
to-date plan wi th la rge , we l l - l i gh ted classrooms and a 
and heating system. The arch i tec t of t h i s bu i ld ing i s 
photographs of the bu i ld ing show i t to be a handsome and 
st ructure wi th Georgian Revival roof balustrades and porch 

As Ayer's most dist inguished educational bu i ld ing and one of i t s f i nes t 
municipal bui ld ings and as a re f l ec t i on of Ayer's l a te 19th century growth and 
prosper i ty , the Pleasant Street School m e r i t s l i s t i n g on the National Register 
of His tor ic Places. 
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Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
• clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
im completeness 
n clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
O justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
• context * 
n relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
n Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 






































