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1. Name

historic Pleasant Street School

and or common same

2. Location

street & number Pleasant Street
city, town Ayer Ji/Aviclnlty of
Stete M assachusetts code 025 county
Category Ownership Status
district X public occupied
A bullding(s) private . A unoccupied
structure both "o work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process X yes: restricted
N/A being considered yes: unrestricted
no
4. Owner of Property
name Town of Ayer
dreet & number Tovm Hall, Main Street
city, town  AYEr N/Avlcinlty of

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
received DEC 2 3 1985

date entered 23 jggg

not for publication

Middlesex code 017
Present Use
agriculture museum
commercial park

?L educational private residence

entertainment religious
government scientific
Industrial transportation
military other: vacant

sate M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex South District

dreet & number 208 Cambridge Street

city, town Cambridge

Registry nf PPPds

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

, Inventory of theHistoric Assetsof
title the Cnmmnnwpalth of Massachusetts #2/ANAA

date 1985
depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical

city, town Boston

Commission,

stateM assachusetts 02141
dejermined eligible?® yes X no
federal state county local

80 Boylston Street

state M assachusetts



7. Description Pleasant street School, Ayer, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
A excellent deteriorated X unaltered x” original site

_L_good>. ruins altered moved date L
X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance ] )
The Pleasant Street Shool is a Targe, two-story frane Col onial Revival
bui I ding. Rectangular informwth stairhall projections at each end, the
building rises to ahbroad hipped roof with |arge gabled dorners. The school
faces east and occupies a generous |ot which is bordered by a low chain |ink
fence, |arge deciduous trees, and shrubber}/. The area imediately surrounding
the school i s paved while the northern halt of the ot is an open, grass
field. The school islocatedinthe mdst of a neighborhood of late 19th
century residences that constitute Ayer's town center. Less than ahalf mle
to the south i s the nain shopping and comercial district of Ayer, a snall
working class conmunity sone 35 mles northeast of Boston. Ayer 1s alsothe
location of Massachusett's largest mlitary installation. Fort Devens.

The Pleasant Street School exhibits a symetrical four bay by three bay
rectangular plan that isthe result of tw najor builds. ~ The design vas
pragmatical |y conceived intwo sections, the first sectionconstructed in 1893
and the second to be constructed wen needed. The southern hal f was built
first with the northern half added in 1906. The building, which is sheathed
with narrow clapboards, rises twostories froman exposed fiel dstone
foundation to a broad hipped roof with a central deck, Anarrowcentral
chinmey and seven gabl e roof ed dorners pierce the roof, which i s sheathed wth
asphalt shingles. "Originally, the deck was encircled an open bal ustrade.
Projecting fromthe north and south walIs are two flat-roofed stairtowers
supported onpiers. At the rear, a onestory enclosed staircase |eads from
the first floor to the basenent |evel. @ the facade, aflat-roofed open
porch (1953-1954) shelters the offset entrance to the school, ¢ M : . 1.,

Detailing throughout the school is Colonial Revival instyle. Narrow
cornerboards define the corners of the building and support awde fascia
enC|rcI|n%the bui | di nP. A deep boxed cornicewith dentils surmounts the
fascia. Simlar dentilated cornices frane the |arge dorners and their
pedinents. Contained within the pedinents of the facade dorners are wooden
torches inrelief. @ the facade, remmants of lonic capitals top the
cornerboards. Inthe nain block and stairtowers, the wndows contain wooden
double hung &2 sash, while the dorners are set with snaller &2 double hung
sash. Adistinctive featureof the building i s the pattern created bY

conbi nations of banded wndows in sets of three, four, andfive. Sull sq
fixed sash with radiating starburst mull ions further enliventhe front anc
rear facades. [ . ...

uar e

The nain éeast) elevation i s six bays wde. Thecentral tw bays contain, on
the second floor, aPalr of tripartite wndows. These consist of acentral
rect an?ul ar wndow flanked by snal | er wndows set over fielded panels. @ the
first floor, aflat-roofed porch with clustered col ums shelters the school's

Gont | nued

on? t-i.



NPS Form 1C-900-* n . 2 024-0011
Expires i5-J3:-S7

United States Department of the Interi or mmAwf

National Park Service For NPS use onty

National Register of Historic Places ANAN ] vry-

Inventory—Nomination Form cEveed  yAVA*
Pleasant Street School

Continuation shest  Ayer, Massachusetts Item number 7 Papl

entrance. Balustrades once circled the roof and base of the porch. Large
pedimented dormers with four banded windows surmount the next two bays while
the outermost bays contain banded sets of four windows on the first and second
floors.

The north elevation, of three bays width, is dominated by the projecting
stairtower in the central bay. Centered above the stairtower on the roof is a
pedimented dormer containing a band of three small 6/2 windows. A shed-roofed
extension gives access from the dormer to the stairtower. The stairtower is
gained by a flight of steps leading to a door in the base of the tower. The
stairtowers were added at both ends when the north half of the school was
built in 1906. Classroom bays, marked by long bands of five windows each,
flank the stairtower on both floors.

The rear (west) elevation has seen the greatest alteration. A protecting
metal ventilator stack (for the cafeteria kitchen) and an enclosed stair
leading from the first floor to the basement detract from the appearance of
this elevation. Though also six bays in width, the rear wall lacks the
symmetry of the facade. The outer two bays contain five-part window bands
lighting corner classrooms. However, the interior bays are unevenly filled
with tripartite window bands on the second floor and a four-part window and
the projecting stair enclosure on the first. Because the site slopes down to
the west, the basement story on the west is exposed and finished with
clapboards. The basement level contains two windows and three doors.

The three-bay-wide south elevation, part of the original build, differs
slightly from its northern counterpart. Two classroom bays with four, rather
than five, windows flank the central stairtower. Another difference is the
placement of two smaller dormers to either side of the stairtower rather than
a single large dormer above the stairtower, as on the north wall.

Once completed in 1906, the only major alterations to the school occurred in
1953-1954. At the time, the interior of the school was renovated with new
wiring and lighting and with the addition of cafeteria and classroom
facilities in the basement. Exterior alterations done at that time include
the addition of the present entrance porch and the closing of one of the two
entrances to leave a single offset entrance in the fourth (from the left)
facade bay. The need to upgrade means of egress from the school seems to
account for changes made to the north stairtower and dormer and to west wall
with its enclosed stair.

The school has been vacant since 1981 and suffers from lack of maintenance.



8. Significance pieasant Street School, Ayer,

Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significanc Check andjustify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 architecture education military social/

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates

1893, 1906 Builder Architect

AUNkiiQwn_

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Pleasant Street School is a large well detailed example of Colonial
Revival school architecture. Though modest in design, the school is, within
the local context, one of Ayer's three outstanding municipal buildings, the
others being the town's 1876 Panel Brick Town Hall and ca. 1900 Renaissance
Revival Library. Historically, the school is notable as the town's last
remaining intact 19th century school building. (While an earlier, mid-19th
century frame school also stands in the town, it has been converted to
residential use and no longer retains integrity as a school.) The Pleasant
Street School reflects the late 19th century prosperity of Ayer, an important
railroad transportation center in Middlesex County throughout the last half of
the 19th century. The school retains integrity of location, design,
materials, setting, workmanship and association. It meets National
Criterion Con the local level.

Register

The Pleasant Street School was built in two stages, with the south section
completed in 1893 and the north section in 1906. The school was built on a
site donated to the town by John A. Park, a local doctor whose family was
prominent in the early history of the area. Park donated the site as an
expression of his support for free public education. .

The school was constructed to house both grade and high school classes. It
continued in its dual function until 1931,when a separate high school
building was constructed. Elementary-level classes were held in the school
until its closing in 1981. The school has been vacant since that time.

The Town of Ayer experienced its most prolific development in the period
between 1845 and 1930. Originally part of Groton, Massachusetts, Ayer was
first know as South Groton. Extremely sparsely settled throughout the 18th
and early 19th centuries. South Groton supported a very small population of
farmers in dispersed farmsteads. As late as 1854, the area had a population
of only 100.

This began to change after 1845 when the Fitchburg Railroad was laid through
South Groton. By 1855, four railroads had been laid through the area: the
Fitchburg, running east and west, and three lesser lines running north and
south, mainly between Worcester and Nashua, New Hampshire. Fortuitously for
South Groton, the lines intersected at the tiny village center thereafter
known as Groton Junction.

Population grew rapidly as railroad-related support services and a tannery
congregated at the junction. In 1869, a census showed that Groton Junction
held 1,890 of the surrounding area's 2,011 residents. Residents successfully
petitioned for separation from Groton and, in 1871,incorporated as the Town
of Ayer. Continued
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The town continued to grow thorough the early 20th century, though not at the
rate experienced between 1854 and 1869. While the local economy supported
some diversity of manufacturing interest {a short-lived plow factory,
furniture factories, ice-cutting operations, and the aforementioned tannery),
by far the most important employer in the town was the railroads. Extensive
railroad facilities just south of the town center were said to provide the
largest classification yard in New England.

As a result of the railroads' introduction, settlement around the Junction
grew rapidly to encompass a small commercial district on Main Street with a
residential neighborhood to the north, between Park and Washington Streets.
This neighborhood of simple side-hall Italianate and Queen Anne cottages and
houses occupies approximately 20 blocks, in the midst of which is located the
Pleasant Street School.

Architecturally, the school far surpasses its neighbors in scale and
architectural distinction. Conceived of as a two-part design, the school was
pragmatically planned to be expanded as an increasing population of school
children demanded.

At the time of its construction, the Pleasant Street School was the fourth
school standing in the town. The other three were simpler district schools of
brick (1859; 1867) or frame (1852; raised to two stories, 1865) construction.
The Pleasant Street School was by far the most sophisticated of these and
incorporated an up-to-date plan with large, well-lighted classrooms and a
modern ventilation and heating system. The architect of this building is
unknown, but early photographs of the building show it to be a handsome and
carefully executed structure with Georgian Revival roof balustrades and porch
detail.

As Ayer's most distinguished educational building and one of its finest
municipal buildings and as a reflection of Ayer's late 19th century growth and
prosperity, the Pleasant Street School meritslisting on the National Register
of Historic Places.
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
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.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent I I deteriorated unaltered « original site
CH good CD ruins altered moved date.

e fair |

I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
0 completeness

e clarity

1 | alterations/integrity
e dates
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph
im completeness

n clarity

CH applicable criteria

O |justification of areas checked

0 relating significance to the resource

e context

n relationship of integrity to significance

3

justification of exception
other

3

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
n Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450

























































