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1. Name nf Property 

historic name Publicity Building . 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

Street & number 40-44 Bromfield Street not for publication 

city or town Boalon vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025 zip code 02210 

3. Statfi/FRrieral Agftncy Cf?rtififiatinn 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this Semination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Bmeets • does not meet tlwNational Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide Q^cally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional-comments.) 

Signature 9f certifying official/Titl0<:ara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

National Park Servir.e Certiflratinn 
, heij^y certify that this property is: Signal 

I entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• detemnined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• detemiined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 



Publicity Ruilding 
Name of Property 

Suffolk MA 
County and State 

5. Classifiratinn 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

jjprivate 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

j£ building(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Ola 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

J 

Noncontributing 

.building 

sites 

± 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

n 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Commercial/office building 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Commercial/office building 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Early 20*̂  Century/Pier and Spandrel Commercial 

IVIaterials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Pier and Spandrel/Iron and Concrete 

walls Yellow Brick and Limestone 

roof Asphalt with Metal-Glad penthouse 

other 2 story Cast Iron storefront 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Publicity Building Suffolk MA 
Name of Property 
«- Statement of Signlf ir .anne 

County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Ji A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

JJC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Archi tecture 
C o m m e r c e 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates 

1916 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above) 

-m 
Cultural Affiliation 

_NZa 

Architect/Builder 

Arthur H. Bowdi tch 

9. Major Rihf ingraphical R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fomn on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA// 8062 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Publicity Building, erected on the site of the former Bromfield Methodist Church, sits on the 
south side of Bromfield Street at nos. 40-44, at the corner of Bromfield and Wesleyan Place, a 
small alley that allows access to the rear of this and adjacent buildings. The building is flanked 
on the south elevation by Wesleyan Place and on the north by the recently-constructed Suffolk 
University Law School. An intact example of early 20"" century pier and spandrel commercial 
style architecture, the Publicity Building exhibits detailing consistent with the Beaux-Arts style of 
architecture and features a cast iron storefront, which remains largely intact. 

The front fa9ade of the five-bay structure consists of a two-story cast iron storefront, topped with 
a six-story shaft of six continuous yellow-brick piers and limestone spandrels. The center four 
piers terminate above the eighth floor with medallions decorated with lion heads topped by a 
galvanized-iron modillion comice. The building terminates with a seamed metal-clad rooftop 
penthouse. 

As shown in the original plans, the street level of the front fa9ade consists of three stores, each 
with its own street entrance. In addition, there is an entrance that leads to a small lobby 
containing a bank of two elevators and stairs for access to the upper floors. The original 
configuration of the storefronts and their large plate-glass windows remain, as do some of the 
original green marble panels that trimmed the storefronts, the lobby entrance entablature, and the 
original entrance doors. The upper panels of these large wooden doors are ornamented with a 
classical circular motif trimmed with a fruit-laden garland. Also extant are portions of the 
beveled six-by-six inch leaded glass transom panels above the largest and centrally located store. 
The transoms above the other two stores (identified in the original plans as "prismatic glass") 
have been painted over, in-filled, or obscured by awnings and signage. The original transom does 
exist on the comer bay of the Wesleyan Place elevation. 

The fenestration on the remainder of this fa9ade consists of the original wood window sash. On 
the second floor, each bay has a combination of a central fixed panel of plate glass flanked by 
single pane casements on each side, topped with a transom composed of four, six-pane fixed 
panels. The windows on the upper stories of the main fa9ade are sets of three one-over-one 
windows, one per bay, flanked by a brick pier. 

(continued) 



NPS Fonn 1 IO-900-> OMB Approval No. 1024-OOIS 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t publicity BuHdlng/ 40-44 Bromneld Street 

Boston (Suffolk), MA 

Section number 7 Page 2 

The side elevation, facing Wesleyan Place, is also five bays wide. The comer bay, where it meets 
the cast iron storefront, is faced in the same yellow brick and limestone as the front fa9ade, while 
the remainder of the alley fa9ade uses just yellow brick. The original storefront windows at the 
street level of this corner bay have long been covered over; however, the original wood windows 
on the upper floors of the storefront bay are still extant. The remainder of the fenestration on this 
secondary fa9ade consists primarily of pairs (one per bay) of one-over-one modem aluminum 
replacement sash, with smaller single windows located in the stairway bay. 

The rear fa9ade of the building is also faced in yellow brick identical to the Wesleyan Place 
(alley) fa9ade. Incorporated on this fa9ade is a twelve-foot one-story roofed structure at the first 
level. This first-story structure originally had three large rectangular skylights located along the 
center of its roof. The outline of these skylights still exist; however they have been sealed off on 
both the interior and exterior. The fenestration consists primarily of pairs of one-over-one 
windows on the majority of the fa9ade, except for sets of triple one-over-one windows in the 
center bay. There are no windows on the first floor, which houses the boiler room. Above the 
second floor, the center bay is recessed to create a light shaft. This light shaft allows natural light 
and fresh air to reach the offices in the center of the building. 

Functionally, the building is used much as it was when it was newly constructed and continues to 
serve a variety of commercial and office tenants. The first floor serves as retail space and the 
upper seven floors as office space. The original plans for the second floor show that it was 
originally laid out as one large space, perhaps designed for the use of a single tenant. By 1938, 
the larger second floor space was subdivided to house the offices of the Suffolk Co-operative 
Bank and at least five other businesses. According to the original plans, the third floor also 
appears to have been designed for one tenant, without any interior walls. By 1928, five 
businesses were located on this floor. Fours 4 through 8 were originally divided into smaller 
offices, obviously for use by numerous tenants. The penthouse, which retains some of its 
paneled-wood walls, was designed and occupied by Arthur H. Bowditch, the architect of the 
Publicity Building. The architect vacated his offices sometime before 1938. Some changes have 
been made in recent decades to the original U-shaped interior plan to accommodate tenants. 

Floors 3 through 8 were laid out with a U-shaped corridor that wraps around the light shaft, with 
offices laid out on either side of the corridor. This original U-shaped plan has survived only on 
floors 3 and 4, and in part on floor 6. The interior finishes on floors 3 and 4 are largely intact; 

(continued) 
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however, the architectural character of the 6* floor has been compromised with the removal and 
replacement of all woodwork, doors, and glass transoms and installation of new drywall and 
metal doors. 

On each floor, adjacent to the two elevators on the side wall of the main public corridor are the 
bathrooms and a staircase. An additional staircase exists on the opposite side wall at the other 
end of the corridor. Both staircases are painted cast metal with decorative metal balustrade and 
wood handrail. 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Publicity Building is located in a section Boston's Central Business District known as the 
Ladder Blocks. This area, bounded by Court, Washington, Tremont, and West streets, is 
comprised of small connective blocks which link the Boston Common, Govemment Center and 
the retailing district of Washington, Summer, and Winter streets. The plan of cross streets 
between Tremont Street and Washington Street, similar to the rungs of a ladder, was 
systematically formed on the basis of English precedent from the early settlement of Boston and 
has not been severely altered. Bromfield Street is considered a transitional street that links the 
municipal concentration of the Ladder Blocks area to the more commercial section to the east 
toward Court Street. 

The heavy concentration of historic buildings and sites in the section of the Ladder Blocks 
between Bromfield and Court streets reflects the history of Boston's municipal and religious life 
from the earliest settlement, including: King's Chapel and the Old City Hall (both NHL), the 
Granary Burying Ground and its Gates (a local historic district and NR-listed). Adjacent historic 
resources, namely St. Paul's Episcopal Cathedral, the Old State House, Old South Meeting House 
(all NHLs); and the Park Street Church (NR-listed) border this area. The Old Corner Book Store 
(a Massachusetts Historic landmark), located at the comer of Washington and School streets is a 
unique example of 18* century domestic architecture. 

(continued) 
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The section of the Ladder Blocks between Bromfield and West streets contain a rich variety of 
mid-19* century and larger early 20* century commercial buildings. Although these buildings 
differ in texture, style, and massing, similarities are found in height, set back, and relative scale. 
The buildings, altered mainly on the ground floors, represent the gradual shift in land use that 
occurred during the later part of the 19* century, particularly after the fire of 1872, as retailing 
activities, previously concentrated on Washington Street, spread to the side streets toward the 
Boston Common. Since the last half of the 19* century, the area has been the center for the city's 
dry goods and clothing trade, and many buildings once housed leading department and specialty 
stores. 

The Great Fire of November 9-10, 1872, destroyed 65 acres and 776 buildings in the heart of the 
city. The portion of the Ladder Blocks were the Publicity Building is located, also referred to as 
the pre-fire mercantile district, was relatively untouched by the fire. For this reason the district 
includes early 19* century brick residential buildings and mid-9* century granite commercial 
buildings along with tum-of-the-century and later structures designed in a variety of styles and 
materials. 

Designed by Arthur H. Bowditch, the Publicity Building opened in 1916 for mixed retail and 
commercial use. Early tenants of the building included publishers, advertising companies, 
jewelers, bankers, and architects, including Bowditch himself, who maintained an office in the 
ninth floor penthouse well into the 1930s. Reportedly, the name "Publicity Building" was coined 
soon after the official opening of the building due to the concentration of publishers, publicists, 
newspapers, advertisers, and illustrators that occupied the building during its early years. 

Retail buildings, such as the Publicity Building, constructed in the late-19* and early 20* 
centuries often adopted a format that was designed to satisfy contemporary sales needs and 
techniques. Large plate glass windows were desired to provide the maximum natural interior 
light and could be used for display of merchandise on lower floors. For this reason, retail 
buildings were often constructed using a pier and spandrel system characterized by narrow 
vertical piers and decorative horizontal metal, store, or terra cotta spandrels. Often, Gothic and 
Classical motifs were used as ornament. 

The tum of the century brought not only changes in building scale and construction methods, but 
also in the variety of available building materials. In addition to the traditional red brick and 

(continued) 
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stone, glazed terra cotta came into use for decorative accents or sometimes for entire facades. 
"Cast stone," a Portland cement that could be molded and tinted to imitate any given type of 
stone, also became available, along with a wider variety of brick colors and textures. 

The Publicity Building is an excellent representative example of the early "high-rise" buildings 
located in the National Register-eligible "Pre-Fire Mercantile District" of Boston. It is also a 
good example of the typical brick pier and spandrel construction and terra cotta omamentation 
that Arthur Bowditch favored in the construction of his buildings. What does not appear to be 
typical, however, is the "post-fire" use of the cast iron storefront. Many examples were 
constructed before the fire, but proved not to be fireproof and the use of cast iron storefront went 
out of fashion. 

The Boston Landmarks Commission has determined that the Publicity Building is eligible for the 
individual listing on the Nation Register of Historic Places. 

(end) 



Publicity Bui lding 
Name of Property 

Suffolk, MA^ 
County, state 

10. fiengraphiral Data 

Acreage of Property less ttian one 

UTM References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

330220 
Easting 

Easting 

4691200 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone Easting 

4. 
Zone Easting 

_ See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. F o r m Prepared B y 

name/t i t le Karen And rews Parker, Epsi lon Assoc ia tes Inc. with Betsy Fr iedberg, NR Director, M H C 

organizat ion Massachuse t t s Histor ical Commiss i on 

street & number 220 Morr issey Boulevard 

city or town Boston state MA 

. date June 2003 

telephone 617-727-8470 

. zip code_Q2125 

A d d i t i o n a l D n r . u m e r i t a t i o n 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional Items) 

Propprty O w n g r 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Steven A. Cohen, President, CEA Group, Inc. 

street & number 1105 Massachusetts Avenue Suite 2F 

city or town Cambridge 

. telephone 617-576-6500 

, state MA_ . zip code 02138 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fom Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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(end) 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries for the Publicity Building are shown as Parcel #4760 on the City of Boston 
Assessors Map for Ward 3079, Blocks 282, 283, 283A, 284, 284A, and 284B. The parcel sits on 
the south side of Bromfield Street at the corner of Bromfield and Wesleyan Place. The Suffolk 
University School of Law forms the northem boundary. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries are those historically associated with the property since its construction in 1916. 
(end) 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

July 2, 2003 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW (8* floor) 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Publicity Building, 40-44 Bromfield Street, Boston, (Suffolk), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the 
properties in the Certified Local Government community of Boston were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the 
opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Boston Landmarks Commission 
Karen A. Parker, Epsilon Associates, Preservation Consultant 
Hon. Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston 
David Payne, CLG Coordinator, Boston Landmarks Conimission 
Steven A. Cohen, CEA Group, Inc. 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state. ma. us/sec/ mhc 


