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CONDITION
Excellent Good

(Check One) 

I | Fair | | Deteriorated [ | Ruins [~1 Unexposed

(C/iec/e One; 

Altered j£] Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved 3D Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

*This one-room l!bfe cabin is apparently as sturdy as it was when first 
built in 1885, and is*little altered in appearance. It was originally 
chinked with wood and; mud, but in later years cement replaced the mud. 
The gable ends are of vertical board, and the roof is of tin with a board 
sub-roof. The 'original roof was reportedly made of tin. The cabin is of 
log lock-joint construction.

The caTgtak originally had a wood floor.\Tlie present wood floor was 
placed over it ifi" th€£ 1920s.

There is one door at one end of the cabin and one window on one side.

Although perhaps it is more sturdy than many old cabins, it is little 
different than most honestead cabins and of little architectural 
significance. It is important for its longtime and most important occupant, 
Enos Mills.

Today the cabin is a museum and houses many of the papers, books, 
furniture and other memorabilia associated with Mills, and is maintained 
by his daughter, Mrs. Enda Mills Kiley, and her husband.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

VEnos Mills, although a self-taught man, was no doubt Colorado's 
greatest naturalist. He wrote fifteen books and countless articles on 
nature. In his day his works were known around the world and many of them 
are still referred to today. He made climbing Longs Peak a national 
pastime. He was one of the earlier and most eloquent spokesmen for setting 
aside open space and our scenic lands for public use by all. Among his 
other accomplishments he has been called the "father of the field trip" 
and the "father of Rocky Mountain National Park.\

Mills built his homestead cabin in 1885, while only 15 years old. 
Here he studied nature, from books and first hand. He also did most of 
his early writing in this cabin. He learned much about Longs Peak from 
the Reverend J2. J. Lamb, who homesteaded a short distance away. The 
Reverend Lamb and his son were longtime guides up Longs Peak, Mills 
himself broke many new trails up the difficult mountain and began leading 
trips up it at an early age. During some thirty years it is estimated that 
he led more than 250 trips.up the mountain. But they were more than just 
"trips," they were "nature tours." In his later years, Mills trained naturo 
guides.

Mills purchased the Lamb homestead in 1902 and turned it into a lodge, 
lecture center and souvenir shop. It burned down a short time later and 
was rebuilt, although altered from the original.

However, Mills' Homestead Cabin is virtually the same as it was when 
Mills built it. Mills died here in 1922, but it is still owned and 
maintained by his daughter and her husband. She would like to preserve 
it as a museum, study center or some such ii&e^pr^morial to her father. 
Many of her father's books, papers and o^^\l^.^^. remain in the 
cabin.



Mrs. Enos A. Mills, Enos Mills of the Rockies (n.d., n.p.p.) 
and (gives a list of his "books) enclosed

Perry Eberhart and Phil Schmuck, The Fourteeners, 
1970, Swallow Press
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DEFINING THc. CtNTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF^LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

40 ° 16 ' 56 "

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

105 ° 32 ' 27 "
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F. R. Holland, Jr., Historian
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State Historical Society of Colorado

ORGANIZATION
Denver Service Center 
National Park Service
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National V- Sate Loca

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

phen H. Hart"

Title Golo. State Liaison Officer

Date
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