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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Tiie Marton Roed Higoric Distria possesses integrity o location, desggn, setting, materials,
workmanghip, feaing and assodation. It is dgnificant as an early subdivison which
illugtrates the way in which central Neamton was opened up to resdential devdopment by
the introduaion d (Camnmawedth Avenue asa mga east-wes thoroughfare and
piauresque boulevard. It is egpedally important for the quality o its Gilbet Miles
Ramsey layout and the way in which that layout complements the unique quahties o the

contributing Cxd'taman and Tudar Revival dyle houses Thedistna meds criteria Ak C
d the NRHP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

The Marton Roed Higoric Distria islocated in a quiet resdential ndghborhood jud north
d Commonweaith Avenue beween Newtonville and Nemon Centre Marton Roed was
laid aut in 1915 asa short. L-shaped dreat which ddfined the corneg o Marton Strest
and Royce Roed while opening a portion o the interior for devdopment. Degpite the
anall-scale, attention to detail in bath layout and ar chitecture lends a pleesng agpedt to
this area. A dight bend in the road, acurved corner, a widened turn-around and mature
shade tress complemant the diminutive scale and unusua rudic deail o the 9x
contributing housss and ther three matching garages desgned in the Craftaman and
Tuda Revival gyles The two non-contributing houses a four-square and a Cdonial
Revival, arenat jarring intrusons, but are merdy different in scale (two-gory) and
detail All o the distria componentsdate from the 1910s and 1920s. (sse cont. shest)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
develoDment of other areas of the community.

Several adjacent subdivisons dong with the Marton Reed Hidoric Digtria wer e induded
in an 1832 proposal to areate a 174 acre park in this area, with Bullough's Pond asits
centerpiece The proposal was rgected by the community because o cod and most o the
properly was subssquently purchasad by the Nemion Park Land Trug. George Marse and
others trugess Theaewas little activiiy there for many years. Bawean 1907 and 1917,
athletic grounds were located an the land near Marion Roed, dong with greenhouses
bdongngto alocal nursery. However, building began to inarease throughout the dty
betwean 1914-1917 and devdopment pressure was particularly grong on properties
bordering Commaonwedth Avenue After the Warld War |. building increasss were
dramatic, hitting a high in the 1920s which was nat equaled until after Warld Wer |1.
Mag o the building in this areawas compleed in the 1920s

(see continuation sheet)

B Bl G3RHY and/ or  REFHRENES

Engnexring Degpartment Records Marton Rd. (1915). N-54. 16667 (1919
Buildmg Degpartment Records Marton Rd. Marton ., City Directoriesand Atlases
Dirfict”y of Bottoa Archjt*tst, MassCOPAR

"ertonsNingeanth Century Archjtecture Newtonviiie NN
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CXMCSION (Newton Centre) NCA
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Mrton Road
District

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

AKCHITEGTURAL SGNIFICANCE (cont.)
Individua examples from the Morton Roed Higtoric Distria ae desaribed bdow:

Cludeared a the intersection of Morton Roed and Maorton Street are four Smilar Craftaman
dyle dwdlings Theoottages a& 77 and 89 Morton Street 11915) ad 11 and 17
Morton Roed (1928. 1915) are al characterized by suoocoad brick-trimmed walls,
dipped gableroofs ad large multi-pane windows The 1 12 dsory cotege a 17
Morton Roed istypicd. Deived from the BEngdh Cratamen Syle, it dgdays rather
dark, white duooo wal surfaces rdieved by brick trim around first sory window ad
door openings Itscompaa 1 12 gory mess isendosad by a complex dateroof with
dipped gables ondl devaions Windows are frequently grouped and contain multi-pane
casamat seeh. Entries oocoupying the outer bays o the facade are ardhed with multi-pane
gazed doors

Located & the bend o the road, near the turn-around, are two adjacent and smilarly
detalled Tudor Revivd syle cottages with matching garages Theseae 26 and 34
Morton Roed (1923.1915). distinguished by their duooo wals with haf-timbered trim
in the dtic gories 34 Morton Road hes asymmetricd three bay facade with half-
timbered gade ends and full front dormer; it revedsits early date by retaining
Craftaman features audh asits entry hood with carved brackets and pent roof. 26
Morton Road is built onthe L-plan mare typicd of Tudor Revivd Syle houses ad d<o
digplays hdf-timbering m the upper sory.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The Morton Roed Higoric Digtria is confined to the sii houses on Morton Road and the
two houses a the interseaion of Morton Strest which front onthat latter roadway.
Boundaies are the ot lines of theseaght houses as drown an the atached Engnearing
Map. Boundaries have bean drawn to recognize the unique qudities of plan ad
architeaure found on Morton Roed and described in this nomination. Far this reason,
surrounding houses induding 38 Morton Roed, are exdudad even through they generdly
date from the same 1910s1920stime period.

Staple to Inventory forTn at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comuni ty; New on For mNb:

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Mrton Road
Historic District

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (conU

The Morton Roed Higtoric Distria was developed by Newton Assodates beginning in

1915. Thesubdivison plan, drawn by architect Gilbert Miles Ramssy, was particularly
attractive, with building footprints and plantingsindicated. Mog of the housssin this
subdivision were built between 1915 and 1925. The housesa 77 and 89 Morton
Street (aswell as nearby 71 Morton Street which isnot induded in the district) were
desgned by Gilbert Miles Ramsay and built in 1915. Nothing is known about Ramsey,
who practiced in the Bodon area between 1912 and 1916. Thehousesa 11 and 17
Morton Road were desgned by Dow, Harlow & Kimbal and built in 1927 and 1926
respectively. Agan there is Httle information about the firm of Dow, Harlow & Kimbal,
which practiced in Bogon between 1921 and 1929. Harry Ramsay designed 26 Morton
Road (1919) and John V. Pearn designed 20 Morton Road (1931). The archtiects for
12 and 34 Morton Road are unknown. Pearn isaso unknown, but Harry Morion
Ramsay, who practiced from 1910 to 1962, was probably Newton's mogt prolific architect
during thefirst hdf of the 20th century. His home was on nearby 18 Nathan Roed and he
was respongble for the desgn of many houses on Commonwedth Avenue (NGB) ad
numbers of housssin virtually every subdivison adjacent to Commonwedth Avnenue. as
well as others throughout the city. (No conneaion has been found between Gilbert Miles
Ramssy and Harry Morton Ramsay, whose last names are gpdled differently.)

Staple to Inventory fomi at bottOm
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Stfeet Adilres Sill Torin'
11 t lor ton Rd. 24--4 " 132B Craft ein an
12 Morton Rd. 24-4<-] "' b house 1 CP 1.
ijirage- ii<
17 tlortonRd. 24-4 | - Bl 49  hous* v.-att "ariQi 191b Craftsman
20 tlortonRd. 24-4:-lo house 1921 4&q. n,
garage it
26 t lor ton Rd. 24-4 -1 % hSV'iij  house 1923 Tudor
garage
34 Morton Rd. 24-4 ?- ] . 1 1O house 1915 Tudor o
g.arag’;
77 Morton St. 24-4 |- 1 9A 1 1 house \3\5 Cr aftirnan
gar age
89 f lor ton St. 24-4 e« house 191", Cr -ifi-ui in
gar age
Number of buildi L
.ngs. o Sum ol :.qu3re feel in field "~ ey
Number of conlributing buildings o .
, _ o (Sire'di notincluded) 792S;9
Number Of rion-contrl buting buildifig [-8ZA-
. - s o)
Number of jtructures 6 Mumb' i' of jC(ni lots
Number of contributing structures 3
Number of non-contributing siructiire”® 3

Nun-iber of contributing objects
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