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1. Name of Property
historic name Copp's Hill Terrace
other names/site number

2. Location A
dreet & number Commercial Street. Charter Street™ Jackson Place not for publication
city, toon  Boston N4 vicinity"
dte Massachusetts  aocke 05 county Suffolk code 025 zip code 0711'A
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
| |private | I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[X] public-local | ldistrict 1.._ » A l,: buildings
| I public-State [Hslte . (4 1 sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure i 1 structures
| lobject i...~" if . A objects
., A Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LX] nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the propgrty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

VajilAX  A~\(imecx-. 3h|lo
Sgnature o oatifying offidd Exeqjjtive Director, Massachusetts Historical ConimSatsioh;

State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification Bntersd i n the
I,/hereby, certify that this property is; Hat | onal Regi ster
entered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet.
O determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
0 determined not eligible for the * a-
National Register. ~

1 Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

ature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Use Copp's Hill Terrace, Boston, Massachusetts.

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
1 |l andscape: Park | T.anH.;rapp; Pai-If
Recreation & Culture: Qutdoor Recrealbn Recreation & Cul ture; Qutdoor

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

., foundation Concrete

Other; Urban Designed Landscape wadls Granite; Stucco
roof Asphalt
other Iron Fence

Describe present and historic physical appearance. , . —.

Qopp' s Hill Terrace i s an urban park conprised of granite steps, walls and
terraces situated on the steep, northern slopes of CGopp's Hill in Boston's
North End nei ghborhood. Qopp's Hill Terrace was designed as a passive
recreational conponent within a park which enconpassed a waterfront area
bordering Boston Harbor. This waterfront area known as North End Park, |s
separated from Qopp's Hill Terrace by Comrmercial Street, a heavily travelled
thoroughfare. The original plan called for a bridge connecting thetwo but
this was never built. QCopp' s Hill Terrace's Conmercial Street elevationi s
domnated by a high, bowed retaining wall constructed of rock faced granite.
Unobstructed views of Boston Harbor and historical sites in Charlestown,
including the Navy Yard and Bunker Hill Mnunent can be seen fromthe terrace
at thetop of the parapet. [ '

Qopp' s Hill Terrace i s bordered tothe north by Cormercial Street and

pi cturesquely enfranmed on the east and west by 19th century masonry dwel | ings
bordering narrow passageways whi ch ascend t hesteep slopes of Gopp' s Hill from
Commercial Street. The eastern passageway i s known as Jackson Avenue. The
western passageway i s called Copp' s Hill Terrace, but was previously known as
Lime Alley. To thesouth across Charter Street is thetree-shaded Copp's Hill
Burial QGound, founded in 1660.

The surroundi ng nei ghborhood is characterizedby late 19th and early 20th '
century brick masonry tenements, with sone earlier woodframe residences.

Di agonal |y across Charter Street, tothesoutheast, isthesubstantial masonry
M chel angel o School designed i n the Georgian Revival style between 1908 and
1917.

Qopp' s Hill Terrace's 26, 108 foot trapezoidal | otis divided intorectangular
upper and lower terraces enframed t othe north, east and west by grass
covered, tree-shaded borders. The upper terrace i s alargerectangular,
concrete-paved open space while thelower terrace, also paved with concrete,
is nmuch narrower. These terraces arelinked by a steep flight of granite
steps, placed of f center. The upper terrace i s located at thetop of a 20
foot high bowed retaining wall constructed of rock faced granite bl ocks.
Entrances t othe upper terrace from Charter Street arelocated at the

sout heastern and sout hwestern coners of the park. Bordering the Charter

R A [x]See continuation sheet
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Street side of theupper terrace i sa six foot high wall conposed of rock
faced, coursed granite blocks. | ngeneral, the walls are surmunted by
harmered granite coping stones. The wall bordering Gopp's Hill Terrace (Line
Al'ley) i ssurnounted by an iron picket fence.

Portions of the parapet wall retain original, spiky iron ornanentation. This
cresting i slocated on thestairway walls and Jackson Avenue wall. Abutting
the center of theCharter Street wall is a rectangular, single story

enclosure. This stucco covered, concrete structure features arcaded walls and

a | owhipped roof. Itsexterior andinterior walls arecovered with
graffltti. Deciduous trees arelocated near theCharter Street waII and al ong
the parapet wall. Lighting consists of nodern concrete and glass "bubble"

fixtures. Scattered about the upper terrace areconcrete chess tables and
concrete and wood benches. ?

Steps leading tothelower terrace and Cormmercial Street arealigned withthe
upper terrace's southeastern Charter Street entrance. These stone stepsare
bordered by granite "shoulders". At thestairway's |ower |anding, steps |ead
down tothelower terrace on the west and t o Conmercial Street on the east.
The lower terrace's northern edge i sbordered by aniron picket fence. I ts
southern side i s lined with nodern concrete and wooden benches.- Behind these
benches | sa rowof cherry trees. Rising above t helower terrace i s a 20 foot
high rock faced granite parapet wall. At the western end of thelower terrace

;' arestairs which lead t oCommercial Street. The park's Conmercial Street side
I's bordered by a | owgranite retaining wall.

(end)



8. Statement of Significance Copp's Hill Terrace, Boston, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | |statewide fxllocaly "~
Applicable National Register Criteria  PXIA | 1B pclc | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A I IB I Ic | lo | IE | IF II1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Landscape Architecture 1893- 1913 | RQ "
Communi ty Pl anning & Devel opnent ign

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Eliot, Charles

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Qopp' s Hill Terrace I ssignificant astheonly park designed by Charles Eliot
for the City of Boston. (opp's Hill Terrace was theCity's first attenptto

provide its citizens with aview of the waterfront. The park's historic
significance i s further strengthened by its proximty toother historic

nonunents such as A dNorth Church and Gopp's Hill Burial Gound. QGopp's Hill

Terrace was originally designed In conjunction with the adjacent North End

Park; together they provide the only substantial open space within the densely
settled North End neighborhood. [Its upper terrace commands nenorabl e views of

Boston Harbor, the Charlestown Navy Yard, and t he Bunker Hill Mbnunent.
Qopp' s Hill Terrace possesses integrity of location, design, materials and
wor knmanshi p; thus it meets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of
Historic Places onthe local Ievel.

The North End i s Boston's ol dest neighborhood, settled asearly as the

1630's. The Captain Bonner nap of 1722 and the Wl liam Price nap of 1769 both
showthe CQopp' s Hill Terrace site occupi ed by houses and vacant |ots. Across

Lynn Street (later Commercial Street) tothe north, were Baker's V?harves,

Freeman' s Wharves, and Hunt and Wiite's Shipyard. Prior totheRevolutionary

Wr, the North End was settled by nerchants, artisans, seafarers and

governnent officials. By the 1820's the nmansions of the well-to-doNorth End

residents were being converted t oimmgrant roomng houses. By the 1840's
the North End had deteriorated into one of Boston's first tenement sluns.

During the second half of the 19th century, the popul ati onof the North End

Increased drastically as Irish, Italian, Jew sh, and Portuguese inmmgrants
settled there. The populationrose from 23,000 people I n 1895t o 40, 000

people i n1920. |Inthe 1890s, seven years before the park's conpletion, 154
famlies I nthe North End were living | none room per famly, only Calcutta

coul d boast nore people per square mle.

Pn See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Copp's Hill

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

| Ipreviously listed in the National Register

| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register

I Idesignated a National Historic Landmark

| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property less than one acre

UTM References
A LiiiJ 1313,0/7,0,0] 1~619,214,4, 01

Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
The nom nated parcel

Ward 3. ,
e - Mijjvi, el e

conforms t otheCity

. rC_'y_

"Jitw

Boundary Justification
The present |egal

Copp's Hill Terrace Property. Copp's Hill
together but were physically separated by a maj or
Copp's Hill Terrace remains intact

according t otheoriginal plan,

swi mm ng pool anda ball field.
11. FormPrepared By
nane/title Edward Gordon.
organi zation Massachusetts Historical
street &nunber 80 Boy Lston Street

city or town Bost on

~KuA

boundaries conformtotheoriginal/historical

and has subsequent |y been altered,

Bost on fl.anH narks Conm ssi on,
Commi ssi on

Terrace, Boston, Massachusetts

5n See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: \Y/

[x1 State historic preservation office ~ v

| 1Other State agency

| | Federal agency ANy = MY

fx~l Local government

I 1 University

[x] Other

Specify repository:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion;
Boston Landmar ks Conmm ssion;

Olmsted National Historic Site

B J L
Zone Easting Northing

DI_u 1ot 1 3 v o111

| |See continuation sheet

of Boston Tax Assessor's Parcel nunmber 1982,

LR VA EE N

S. 7%, ysi%..piAI,. NNthes,f-s,

i | [|See continuation sheet

city boundaries of the
Terrace andNorth End Park were planned

thoroughfare (Commercial Street).

while North End Park was not entirely devel oped

nowcontaining a
e See continuation sheet

with Betsy Friedberg® NR nirpcror

date May 5, 1988

. telephone 61 7"7"R47n
.state  Massachusetts zip code -07116
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Despite overcrowded conditions, theBoston Park plan of 1876 di d not provide
for a park inthe North End due primarily tothelack of available landi n

this densely built up quarter. By the1880's politicians and planners could

no longer Ignore thesevere overcrowding | ntenenent districts. Between 1885
and 1896 t he nunber of parks and parkways had risen from si x t onineteenand

the cost was thirteen mllion dollars. During theearly 1890's a park for the
North End was finally secured through theefforts of John F. "Honey-Fltz"
Fitzgerald (later Mayor of Boston) inhis capacityfirst as city councilor and
later as state senator. Funding for CGopp's Hill Terrace's construction was
authorized by t heBoston Parks Departnent Board of Conm ssioners i n 1893.

During thelate 19th century nuch of Copp's Hill Terrace's site was owned by
the Boston Gas Light Gonpany. Onh Decenber 7, 1893, t heDepartnent of Park's
Board of Comm ssioners took property by emnent domain, including four acres
of land, three acres of flats, and property for North End Beach. Bartlett's
North and South Wharves, Gray's Waarf, Ripley's Warf and Goney' s Wharf were
removed t o accormodat e North End Park. Photographs dating totheearly 1890 s
showthe site of Gopp's Hill Terrace covered by wood frane and brick dwel |ings
bordering the north side of Charter Street, near Jackson Avenue. To therear
of these houses were tree-dotted backyards. Parallel toComrercial Street was
a highridge partially reinforced by a granite block retaining wall. These
granite blocks were likely Incorporatedinto the walls of Gopp's Hill Terrace.

Qopp' s Hill Terrace's design illustrates Eliot's dictumthat "landscape
architecture should be theart of arrangingland and | andscape f or hunan use,
conveni ence and enjoyment."” Eliot was genuinely noved by t heunhealthy living
conditions of North BEnd residents. I nanote tohis wfe dated 1895 Eli ot

wote, "Two or threetines each year | amsmtten with pity for theslum

people — pity and horror mxed... doorsteps crowded with unclean beings, ..
children pushing everywhere and swarmng i nevery street and alley."

Landscape Architect, Charles Eliot, designed Copp's Hill Terrace. At thetine
of construction, Eliot was a partner i n thenationally promnent |andscape
architecture firm of dnsted, Onsted and Eliot. Eliot envisioned Copp's Hill
Terrace as a "resting place" where adults could relax after working all day i n
factories. He took on thetask of transformnga steep and narrow hillside
lot, crowded by tenenments on either side, and a waterfront (North End Park)
that had "di sappeared under a tangle of nore or | ess ancient seawal | s,

fillings and pile structures Into thePleasure Gound between Gopps Hill and
the Harbor". Eliot's planfor Copp's Hill Terraces/North End Park was
"designed t onake this confined space afford opportunity for thegreatest
possible variety of nodes of recreation.” A

It appears that Charles Eliot's design for Gopp's Hill Terrace was shaped by
his know edge of local history, European travels and previous Boston area park

: (continued)
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design. Qopp' s Hill Terrace's fortress-like granite parapet wall nay allude
to its role as a strategic vantage point fromwhich British troops fired on
American patriots in Charlestown during the Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17,
1775. The terraces and steps may have been inspired by featuresinthe hil
towns Eliot visited inNorthern Italy. 1na sense, the Charlestown Heights
Park of 1890, with its steep, rocky terrain, bowed stone-edged pronontory, and
boul der-bordered stairway was a rough sketch for Eliot's nore formal
architectural configuration of terraces, stairways and lawn at Copp's Hill
Prelimnary draw ngs executed in June of 1894 suggest that Eliot was tenpted
to repeat Charlestown Heights' nore picturesque, rugged appearence for Gopp' s
Hill Terrace's design. .o N

Correspondence at the Library of Congress indicates that Comm ssioner Paul
Kendrlcken ordered the firmto do a formal design Instead. A prelimnary plan
dated June, 1894 shows (opp's Hill Terrace's | ot dominated by a | arge oval
area bordered by paths and presumably planted with grass. At the western end
of the oval was a small circular area containinga water fountain. | tis not
clear fromthe early plans i f a parapet wall was Included i nthe design. By
Cctober, 1894, designs for the park showed the present design. Eliot's final
plan substituted upper and lower terraces for a single, central oval space.

In addition, the revised plan, unlike the earlier ones. Incorporates nore
angles and |ess curves, although the main (Commercial Street) elevationis
still domnated by a great, curved line, inthis case, the bowed parapet

wall. Eliot's final plancalled for nore planted areas and seating.

The plan of Cctober, 1894, indicates that Eliot originally Intended to have a

| arge, Ushaped area of plantingsadjacent to the Charter Street wall. This

U shaped border i s shown enframng a long rectangul ar area of seating.

Presently, an arcaded, stucco covered enclosure added i n 1913 occupies the

site of the Ushaped "plantation". Vegetation is not specified inthe early

plans for Qopp's Hill Terrace, but a 1902 photograph and the Parks Departnent :
36th Annual Report (1910) indicate the plantingscontained shrubbery. This ;N
report provides clues to the present absence of shrubs infavor of trees. The

1910 report states that:

"the plantations of shrubbery are very difficult to maintain, partly because
of the dust and snoke of the city and partly because of partial shade, but
mainly because of the wear and tear of children. The shrubberies are
essential to preserve the charmof the place and at the cost of "
artificializing them they nust be nore adequately protected by steel picket '
fences."

At the present time, vegetationon the terrace consists of grass, coniferous
trees, cherriesand |indens. oot

. (continued)
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Qopp' s Hill Terrace's masonry retaining walls, steps and grano-lithlc pavenent
were conpleted inthe sunmer of 1897 by Perkins and White. At that time a
drinking fountain was erected on the upper terrace, electric wires for lights
were laid inconduits and two posts for arch lanps were erected. | n addition,
the terrace's borders were |oaned for planting i nthe spring of 1898. In
1899, iron picket fences were erected on the terracewalls and iron cresting
was placed on the parapets. Evidently, the "permanent seating" built on each
terrace in 1901 consisted of iron frame benches |ocated al ong the Charter
Street wall and infront of the retaining wall on the lower terrace. Less
extensive seating was placed at the eastern and western ends of the upper
terrace.

The layout, circulation plan and major architectural featuresincluding walls,
terraces and stairways remain remarkably Intact. This nmay be attributed to
the strenth of its original design and to the architectural character of the
terrace. Qopp's Hill Terrace continues to serve successfullyas a "resting
place commanding a view of the water." Sone secondary architectural elements
such as the original "pernmanent seating" has been renoved. The present
seating consists of concrete and wooden benches. 1 n 1913, a stucco covered,
concrete "sanitary and shelter building" was erected on the upper terrace. At
that time a concrete terrace floor was laid out on the upper terraceas a play
area for children. Mdern "bubble" |ighting was Installed in 1973, and nany
of the park's walls have been spray painted with graffltti. , v

Eliot's proposal for a foothridge at the end of the northwest corner [|inking
the upper terracewth North End Park was never carried out because of the
construction of an elevated railway along Comrercial Street. North End Park
was originally characterizedby a beach shelteredfrom Boston Harbor by a
doubl e decker promenade pier. North End Park al so contained planted borders,
a large sem-circular lawn and bathhouses for nen and wonen. There i s now a
sw mmng pool and a large ball field on the site of the beach and remants of
the pronenade pier foundation just out into the water.

While working as a partner with the Ansted firm between 1893 and 1897, Eli ot
had primary responsibility for the firms commssions I n Boston. H was a
strong advocate for conpletion of the Charles River Basin, a design which
Ansted Sr. initiated, and which Eliot iscredited for inplementation and
conpletion. Qopp' s Hill Terrace/North End Park were anong the five original
local parks designed by the Ansted firm for waterfront sites bordering Boston
Harbor, the Charles River and the Mystic River. These parks included

Charl eshank, V@od Island Park, Charlestown Heights, Charlestown Playground and
Qopp' s Hill Terrace/North End Park. These local parks were Intended to serve
as nei ghborhood "breathing" spaces and were designed specifically to provide
fresh air and healthy exercise of the people living inthe tenement districts.

(continued)
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In addition to the nuch altered North End Park on the waterfront, theNorth
End nei ghbor hood has one other open space, the Paul Revere Mall, also known as
the "Prado". The mall |s 343 feet long, and varies inwidth from60 feet at
one end to 86 feet at the other. This linear park i s paved with brick and
concrete; its length i s enhanced by |ines of mature shade trees. The park was
designed by renowned |andscape architect, Arthur Shurcllffe i n1933, to |ink
two major architectural monunents, the Ad North Church and St. Stephen's

Chur ch.

Qopp' s Hill Terrace Istheonly park I nthecity designed by Charles Eliot.
He was born i n Canbridge, Massachusetts on Novenber 1, 1859. His father was
Harvard President. Charles W Eliot. Charles Eliot graduated fromHarvardi n
1882. H's post-graduate education was conducted at the Bussey Institution,
Harvard' s Departnent of Agriculture and Horticulture. Between 1883 and 1885,
Eliot was an apprentice to Frederick Law O nsted Sr., the country's |eading

| andscape architect. Eliot gained field experiencei nsuch Ansted projects
as the building of the Back Bay Fens, Franklin Park, City Point, Boston and
Al bany Railroad Developnent and therevision for plantings at Arnold
Arboretum At Onsted s suggestion, Eliot spent a year i nEurope (1885-1886)
visiting parks and gardens. Uoon hisreturn to Boston, Eliot opened his first
office at the corner of Beacon and Park Streets I nthe Arory Tl cknor House.
He worked nostly on the design of private estates, but i n1887 he laid out
Longfel | ow Park between Brattle Street and the Charles River | n Canbridge.
Eliot was a prolific writer whose publications and articles for Garden and
Forest magazine defined professional standards for the nascent profession of
| andscape architecture.

Eliot chanpioned a variety of conservation related causes. Boston's

Metropolitan Park System (now part of the Metropolitan District Comm ssion)

nay be traced directly to Eliot's conservation efforts. The Boston <
Metropolitan Park Report of 1893, written by Eliot, was the nost ambitious and
far-sighted proposal for public open space and parkland i nthe United States,

if not theworld. This proposed parkland was scattered throughout thirty-six
cities and towns fromBoston and Canbridge, north to Swanpscott, west to

Vél thamand south t o V¢j rnout h.

Qr March 1, 1893, Eliot joined the Ansted firm which was subsequently called
Anmsted, Ansted and Eliot. The Ansted firmwas appointed | andscape
architects to the Metropolitan Parks Commssion. Eliot died on March 25,
1897, at the age of 37, as Qopp's Hill Terrace was nearlng conpletion.

(end)
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Figure 76

I'Lvi for North End Park
and Copps Hill Terraces
by Olmsted, Olmsted and
Eliot, 1894.

From

Cyntla Zaltzevsky,

Frederick Law O nmsted and t heBoston Park System

1982
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March 5, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of the Interior

Nat i onal Park Service

PO Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127 .
Dear M. Shull:

Enclosed you will find thefollowing nom nation forns: A
- Ebenezer O ough House, 21 Unity Street, Boston, (Suffolk County),
Massachusetts.

- (opp's Hill Terrace, Commercial Street, Charter Street, Jackson Pl ace,
Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts.

V¢ have received one owner objection for the dough House.

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic PreservationOfficer. QOaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and were
afforded the opportunity tocomment. Comments received todate areattached
to thenomnation form

SI ncer el y, yy O_J"'_'.._._::.'. X /\_t_lllll 1

Bet sy Friedberg u ,
Nati onal Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

BH cd

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ~ (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Sexetary



