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The Farrar house, built in 1906, is a two story Queen Anne, and its design 
came from the Sears and Roebuck house patterns. A large corner lot is the structure's 
setting while clapboard acts as the main facing materials with some shingles. 
Except for asphalt shingling on the irregular hip and gable roof and a slight 
addition at the right rear corner the house has remained much as it orginally appeared,

Among the most appealing elements is the two story polygonal tower and roof. 
Another interesting feature is the front proch which displays a Victorian porch 
with spindle supports and balusters. Two other small period porches, one on each 
side, utilize similar decorative motif. Other structural facets include: a two 
story bay window on the east side, two dormers, one on each side, and a highly irregulc 
fenestration.

Most of the windows are rectangular in shape, double hung and have lintel and 
slipsill surrounds. However, the front facade has a coupled window with a mull ion 
division on a toplight and an elliptical, stained glass window in the tympanam. 
A fjfalladian opening is also used in the east side dormer. The two main doors have 
multiple panels and decorated etched glass.

The interior has red oak trim and hardwood floors and some of the original wall­ 
paper still exists upstairs. A columned, spindle bonded divider separates the two 
parlors. Overall, the house has maintained its early twentieth century appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The combined attributes of setting, a Queen Anne design and a well preserved 
appearance make the Farrar house an architecturally significant structure for 
Hurley. Equally important is the fact that the plans for the structure came from 
a Sears and Roebuck pattern book. These types of homes were built across the 
country, and the Farrar house provides an excellent sample of what this company 
proposed to be the ideal homes for Americans.

Percy Farrar came to Turner county from Wisconsin in 1889 and along with his 
wife Lucretia Rundell Farrar began farming in Spring Valley. He moved to the city 
around 1905 and built this house in 1906. Farrar died shortly after its completion 
but his wife and daughter Clara continued to live here. The house remained in 
the same family till 1966 when Clara died; it then stood vacant for six years. In 
1972 the Odegaard family bought the house and gave the deteriorating structure new 
life. It stands as a good example of restoration.



Anderson, Marie, personal interview, Hurley, South Dakota, I/ August 1976, with
Scott Gerloff. 

Laking, Sam. Personal interview, Hurley, South Dakota, 17 August 1976, with Scott
Gerloff. 

Odegaards, La Verne, personal interview, Hurley, South Dakota, 18 August, with Scott
Gerloff.
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