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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A.D. German Warehouse is a four-story, rectangular structure 
of cast-in-place concrete commissioned by the A.D. German Wholesale 
Grocery Company to store flour, feed, and groceries. The three lower 
floors were designed for storage of non-refrigerated goods, and the 
fourth floor was refrigerated for perishable items.

Except for a narrow band of exposed concrete running along the 
base of the building, and a broad, concrete frieze facing the fourth story, 
the building is faced with brick. This expanse on each wall is broken 
by three vertical slits which run the height of the brick facing. Floor 
levels are marked by exposed concrete within each slit. Jutting out of 
each corner of the building just before the third-floor level are orna 
mental concrete flag pole standards.

The business entrance to the building is on Church Street, and it was 
to have been marked by horizontal rectangular windows topped by a decorative 
concrete frieze and sheltered by a flat, narrow roof. Except for the roof, 
this entrance remains unfinished.

The fourth-story frieze dominates the building. It is divided 
into three horizontal units, each unit set farther from the wall, so as 
one looks up the frieze flairs out towards the street. Each unit has 
a distinct geometric motif which is repeated around the building. 
Between each statement of the motif is a slit which extends between the 
first and third horizontal units.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The A.D. German Warehouse is Frank Lloyd Wright's first expression of 
Mayan forms. It prefigures the continued expression of these forms in 
such residences as the "Hollyhock House" of 1920 in Los Angeles and the 
Millard House of 1923 in Pasadena, California. Before 1915 Wright's 
interest in Mayan architecture had manifested itself only in ornamental 
details such as in the Midway Gardens of 1914 in Chicago, but with the 
A.D. German Warehouse he captured the dense monumentality of Mayan temples 
such as the "Temple of Two Lintels" found in Chichen Itza, Yucatan. These 
structures are expressions of great mass and sculptural weight. Their 
scale relates not so much to man as to the earth. Wright realized that this 
degree of monumentality would not work in residences, so his later work is 
on more of a human scale, and the A.D. German Warehouse remains Wright's 
most massive use of Mayan forms.



In the Nature of Materials, Henry-Russell Hitchcock; Da Capo Press, 
New York, N.Y., 1973. pp. 70, 71, plates 203, 204.

Frank Lloyd Wright, Vincent Scully, Jr.; George Baziller, Inc., 
New York, N.Y., 1960. p. 24, plates 59, 60, 62.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
DEC 31 1974

ATTEST:

Date

/ Keeper of The Nati 

' DEC 3 1 1574

GPO 931-894


