
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REG 
INVENTOR

(Type all entries

'<

fill

COMMON:

COUNT

ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Y - NOMINATION FORM

ENTRY

- complete applicable sections)

'wm^m^MZiMMmmmtM^

Wisconsin
Y:

Richland
FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE

DEC 3 1 1974
!8;;j!;;;!;fc

AND/OR HISTORIC:

A.D. German Warehouse

-STREET AND NUMBER:

316 South Church Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL Dl

Richland Center Third
STATE CODE COUNTY:

Wisconsin 53581 55 Richland

CATEGORY 

(Check One)

D District g£] Building 

Q Site Q Structure 

D Object

OWNERSHIP

C] Public Public Acquisition: [£] C 

[X] Private Q In Process j— ] y 

| | Both | | Being Considered r— i p

STRICT:

CODE

103

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

ccupied Yes:
• j D Restricted 

noccupied
. r~l Unrestricted 

reservation work —
in progress ^=J

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) .

n Agricultural Q Go 

£3. Commercial D Ind 

n Educational D Mi 

[ | Entertainment 1 1 Mu

vernment I I Park (~) Tran 

ustrial Q Private Residence Q Othe^ 

itary | | Reliaious / .J

seum | | Scientific r*"*

X^^fcl^-

i/ RtCEIVL J ^^X
^W-^-0 1974 n —
lilllllllliililliillilil^

Z 

O

a:
i-

UJ 

LU

OWNER'S NAME: "•""""""" „ „,., , ,, NATIONAL /-7

Robert Blust ' • \A REGISTER ^/
\ x\. -•' ^ v

STREET AND NUMBER: X//^ ^^\*Y

590 North Church Street ^^2]^Z^$^
CITY OR TOWN:

Richland Center
STATE:

Wisconsin 53581
CODF

55

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Richland County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Richland Center

STATE

Wisconsin 53581

CODE

55

TITLE OF SURVEY: ST1
Wisconsin's Historic Preservation Plan c

DATE OF SURVEY: 1973 Q] Federal [2| State Q County Q Local '
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Madison
STATE:

Wisconsin 53706
CODE

55

STATE'

Wisconsin

Richlan

P-

1
3

.-»•

S>•

COUNTY:

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

-n 
O
73

z
TJ
C/l

C t/i 
rn
O
Z r~
-<



CONDITION
n Excel ent a Good ] S3 Fair

( Check One)

\ I Deteriorated

(Check One)

n Altered a Unaltered

a RU

D Moved

ns 1 1 Unexpose

(Check One)

(3 Original S

d

ite

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A.D. German Warehouse is a four-story, rectangular structure 
of cast-in-place concrete commissioned by the A.D. German Wholesale 
Grocery Company to store flour, feed, and groceries. The three lower 
floors were designed for storage of non-refrigerated goods, and the 
fourth floor was refrigerated for perishable items.

Except for a narrow band of exposed concrete running along the 
base of the building, and a broad, concrete frieze facing the fourth story, 
the building is faced with brick. This expanse on each wall is broken 
by three vertical slits which run the height of the brick facing. Floor 
levels are marked by exposed concrete within each slit. Jutting out of 
each corner of the building just before the third-floor level are orna­ 
mental concrete flag pole standards.

The business entrance to the building is on Church Street, and it was 
to have been marked by horizontal rectangular windows topped by a decorative 
concrete frieze and sheltered by a flat, narrow roof. Except for the roof, 
this entrance remains unfinished.

The fourth-story frieze dominates the building. It is divided 
into three horizontal units, each unit set farther from the wall, so as 
one looks up the frieze flairs out towards the street. Each unit has 
a distinct geometric motif which is repeated around the building. 
Between each statement of the motif is a slit which extends between the 
first and third horizontal units.

m 
m

NATIONAL 
REGISTER

n

o
z



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CD Pre-Columbian! CD 16th Century 

Q 15th Century CD 17th Century

CD 18th Century 

CD 19th Century

20th Century

SPECfFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) T5T5"
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal CD Education Q] Political 

I | Engineering 

| | Industry 

CD Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

CD Literature 

CD Military 

CD Music

I | Prehistoric

CD Historic

| | Agriculture

U£| Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

CD Communications

| | Conservation

CD Religion/Phi- 

losophy

|| Science

| | Sculpture

CD Social/Human­ 

itarian

[ | Theater

| | Transportation

|| Urban Planning 

G Other (Specify)

I-

u
ID 
ex

UJ 

LJ

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The A.D. German Warehouse is Frank Lloyd Wright's first expression of 
Mayan forms. It prefigures the continued expression of these forms in 
such residences as the "Hollyhock House" of 1920 in Los Angeles and the 
Millard House of 1923 in Pasadena, California. Before 1915 Wright's 
interest in Mayan architecture had manifested itself only in ornamental 
details such as in the Midway Gardens of 1914 in Chicago, but with the 
A.D. German Warehouse he captured the dense monumentality of Mayan temples 
such as the "Temple of Two Lintels" found in Chichen Itza, Yucatan. These 
structures are expressions of great mass and sculptural weight. Their 
scale relates not so much to man as to the earth. Wright realized that this 
degree of monumentality would not work in residences, so his later work is 
on more of a human scale, and the A.D. German Warehouse remains Wright's 
most massive use of Mayan forms.



In the Nature of Materials, Henry-Russell Hitchcock; Da Capo Press, 
New York, N.Y., 1973. pp. 70, 71, plates 203, 204.

Frank Lloyd Wright, Vincent Scully, Jr.; George Baziller, Inc., 
New York, N.Y., 1960. p. 24, plates 59, 60, 62.
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