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1. Name of Property

historic name Canton Wholesale Company Building
other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number 15 Main Street

city, town Canton (n/a) vicinity of
county Cherokee code GA 057

state Georgia code GA zip code 31014

(n/a) not for publication

3. Classification

Ownership of Property: Category of Property:

(x) private (x) building(s)

( ) public-local () district

( ) public-state () site

( ) public-federal ( ) structure

( ) object

Number of Resources within Property: Contributing Noncontributing
buildings 1 0
sites 0 0
structures 0 0
objects 0 0
total 1 0

Contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: n/a
Name of previous listing: n/a
Name of related multiple property listing: n/a
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify
that this nomination meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property meets the National Register criteria. () See continuation sheet.

Db 7 17

Signature of certifying official Date

Mark R. Edwards
State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property () meets ( ) does not meet the National Register criteria. () See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency or bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
(\Aered in the National Register é Z )ﬂl E ; : /{% [ [// j 67 ]
15 ( T

() determined eligible for the National Register

() determined not eligible for the National Register

() removed from the National Register

() other, explain:

() see continuation sheet

Keeper of the National Register Date

Canton Wholesale Company Building
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions:
COMMERCE/warehouse
Current Functions:

COMMERCE/warehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification:
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Commercial Style
Materials:

foundation brick

walls brick
roof asphalt
other n/a

Description of present and historic physical appearance:

The Canton Wholesale Company Building is located in an industrial section of the small county-seat
town of Canton, Cherokee County. The building was constructed in 1920 to function as a
warehouse. Jones added to his Mercantile Company with the construction of the Main Street
Garage, Inc. (1926), the North Canton Store (1928), the Cartersville Warehouse (1928), and the
Etowah Maid Dairy (1929). The Canton Wholesale Company Building is the only remaining extant
building of the Jones Mercantile Company. The two-story building is square in form, constructed of
brick in a common bond pattern, and brick buttresses for support are located along all four sides of
the building. The architectural style of the building is representative of the Stripped Classical style
(Commercial Style) with its simple masonry rectangular facade, use of windows as string courses,
and use of buttresses to create bays.

The front of the building features buttresses dividing the exterior into five bays; pedimented parapets;
two wide loading doorways (the door on the west of the center is nonhistoric and the door east of the
center is historic) with transoms; front door with transom and six-over-six double-hung windows with
transoms on either side; and pivot windows with fourteen lights. Two nonhistoric ramps leading to
separate porches with concrete foundations and iron balustrades have been added to the front

facade (see photo 2).

The remaining three elevations of the building are very similar. The northern elevation features a
pedimented parapet on the southern corner and buttresses dividing the exterior into 10 bays. A wide
loading doorway with a transom is located at the southern end and two rows of pivot windows with
fourteen lights are located along the first and second story levels (refer to photo 2). Concrete lintels
are located above the pivot windows (see photo 5). The rear (western) elevation is broken into six

Canton Wholesale Company Building
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bays with two rows of windows with concrete lintels located along each story. Three wide loading
doors open out to a concrete loading dock that runs the width of the building (see photo 3). The
southern elevation is broken into nine bays with two rows of windows with concrete lintels are
located along each story (see photo 1). Towards the rear (west) of the elevation, a bay extends
upward to accommodate access to the roof from an interior staircase (refer to photo 3).

The interior of the building has changed little over time. The building was originally used as a
warehouse for dry goods and is currently functioning as a warehouse for manufactured goods (see
photo 6). The interior features the original wooden post-and-beam supports (pine); open space with
work stations; exposed brick walls; original pine floor on the second floor; and concrete slab floor on
first floor (see photos 7 and 8) .

There is no formal landscaping associated with the building. The CSX Railroad line runs just behind
(west) of the building, and a parking lot is located on the south side of the building (see photo 4).
The building is located on a corner lot at the intersection of Main Street and Railroad Street (refer to
photo 2). It abuts the edge of the pavement of Railroad Street and has a short setback from Main
Street.

Canton Wholesale Company Building
Canton, Cherokee County, Georgia 4



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other
properties:

( ) nationally ( ) statewide (x) locally
Applicable National Register Criteria:

(x) A ()B (x) C ()D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): (x) N/A

()A ()B ()C ()D ()E ()F ()G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions):

ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

Period of Significance:
1920 to 1947
Significant Dates:
1920

Significant Person(s):
n/a

Cultural Affiliation:

n/a
Architect(s)/Builder(s):

Unknown
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Narrative statement of significance (areas of significance)

The Canton Wholesale Company Building is the only remaining building of four buildings associated
with the Jones Mercantile Company of Canton, Cherokee County.

The building is significant in the area of architecture as an excellent example of a two-story
industrial/commercial building constructed in the Stripped Classical style (commercial style) during
the early 20th century. The building features masonry construction, square massing, concrete
lintels, pivot windows with fourteen lights, symmetrical fenestrations, use of buttresses for support
and to create bays, and a flat roof with pedimented parapets. It also contains original materials on
the interior including pine floors, post-and-beam construction, exposed brick walls, and pine ceilings.
Few warehouses representing the Stripped Classical style have been identified and recognized in
Georgia. According to the computerized Georgia Survey, only two warehouses representing the
Stripped Classical style have been identified in the state. Two warehouses have been listed on the
National Register of Historic Places: W.A. Brannon Store/Moreland Knitting Mills in Moreland,
Coweta County (12/12/85) and the Selig Company Building in Atlanta, Fulton County (2/22/96).
Unlike the ¢.1915 Stripped Classical-styled Selig Company Building, which represents the
industrial/commercial growth of Atlanta, the Canton Wholesale Company building does not feature
decorative elements such as diamond-shaped geometric designs and brick patterning. The Canton
Wholesale Company Building is simpler in design since it represents the early 20th-century growth
of Canton’s industrial/commercial development following the completion of the Marietta & North
Georgia Railroad (now CSX Railroad) through Canton.

The building is also architecturally significant for its use of traditional heavy timber of “slow-burning”
interior framing. This building helps document the persistence and continued utility of this 19th-
century method of construction well into the 20th century when it competed successfully against
newer forms of concrete and steel construction.

The building is significant in the area of commerce for its function as a warehouse within the Jones
Mercantile Company. In 1899, Jones and several partners chartered and built the Canton Cotton
Mill. Since the mill did poorly its first year of production, Jones took direct control of the mill and
produced denim. Jones expanded his Mercantile Company with the construction of the Canton
Wholesale Company Building in 1920. He sold items produced from the cotton mill, as well as other
goods. Jones added to his Mercantile Company with the construction of the Main Street Garage,

Inc. (1926), the North Canton Store (1928), the Cartersville Warehouse (1928), and the Etowah Maid
Dairy (1929). According to The History of Cherokee County, Jones Mercantile Company was a
significant factor in the early growth and development of Canton and Cherokee County. The
company remained in the Jones family until 1986; the store was purchased by a large tobacco

Canton Wholesale Company Building
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company wanting to combine wholesale grocery and wholesale tobacco operations. The building has
been rehabilitated and is retains its original use as a warehouse.

National Register Criteria

The Canton Wholesale Company Building is eligible under Criterion A for its association to the
Jones Mercantile Company and the early 20th-century industrial/commercial development of Canton.
The building is eligible under Criterion C as an excellent example of a industrial/commercial building
constructed in the Stripped Classical style and traditional heavy timber or “slow-burning” interior

framing.

Criteria Considerations (if applicable)
n/a

Period of significance (justification)

The period of significance for the Canton Wholesale Company Building begins in 1920 with the
construction of the building and ends in 1947, the end of the historic period. The Canton Wholesale
Company Building, along with the Main Street Garage (1926), the North Canton Store (1928), the
Cartersville Warehouse (1928), and the Etowah Maid Dairy (1929), represented the Jones
Mercantile Company. The Jones Mercantile Company played an active and vital role in the
industrial/commercial development of Canton from its earliest beginnings into the mid-20th century.
The Canton Wholesale Company Building is the only remaining building from the Jones Mercantile

Company.
Contributing/Noncontributing Resources (explanation, if necessary)

The Canton Wholesale Company Building is the only contributing resource within the National
Register boundary.

Developmental history/historic context (if appropriate)

The Canton Wholesale Company Building was constructed in 1920 as a part of Jones Mercantile
Company. Jones Mercantile was begun in Canton in 1879 by Robert Tyre Jones (Grandfather of
golf legend Robert Tyre (Bobby) Jones, Jr.). Jones Mercantile Company was the most significant
contributor to the growth of business and commerce in Cherokee County and Canton during the
period 1879 to 1986. The company’s activities and history are best chronicled in the Diamond
Anniversary brochure dated October 27, 1954. According to the brochure, Canton Wholesale

Canton Wholesale Company Building
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Company was established in order to supply bulk groceries and hardware to outlying areas. The

Canton Wholesale Company supplied and “stocked the shelves” of most of the small general

merchandise stores scattered throughout Cherokee County and the North Georgia area for its first
50 years.

From 1968 to 1986, the Canton Wholesale Company experienced a period of very rapid growth
following the proliferation of the convenience food store chains which combined with the “self-
service” gasoline stations throughout the United States. In 1973 Canton Wholesale Company had
grown to serve many customers, primarily large “convenience store” chains and franchises that
operated all over the state of Georgia and in neighboring southeastern states. In 1975 a new
100,000 sq. ft. warehouse was built to accommodate this rapid growth and the old building was
vacated. In 1986 the Jones Mercantile Company was bought by a large wholesale tobacco
company primarily because it wanted to merge the wholesale grocery and the wholesale tobacco
operations. Now the Canton Wholesale Company operation is one of the cornerstones of a one
billion dollar wholesale grocery and tobacco business serving the Northeast and Southeast regions
of the United States.

Canton Wholesale Company Building
Canton, Cherokee County, Georgia 8



9. Major Bibliographic References

Jones, Louis L. lll. “Canton Wholesale Company,” Historic District Information Form,
September 14, 1993. On file at the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, Atlanta, Georgia, with supplemental information.

Personal Interviews:
Ben P. Jones by Louis L. Jones, Ill on July 14, 1993.
Ray Smith by Louis L. Jones, Ill on July 15, 1993.
Mayor James Cannon by Louis L. Jones, il on July 15, 1993.
Theron H. Shipp by Louis L. Jones, Iil on July 16, 1993.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): () N/A

() preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
(x)  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been issued
date issued:11/19/93

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

PN AN N N~

Primary location of additional data:

(x) State historic preservation office
( ) Other State Agency

( ) Federal agency

( ) Local government

( ) University

( ) Other, Specify Repository:

Georgia Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): n/a
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 0.7 acres.
UTM References

A) Zone 16 Easting 731680 Northing 3792020
Verbal Boundary Description

The National Register boundary for the Canton Wholesale Company Building is indicated on the
attached tax map by a heavy black line.

Boundary Justification

The National Register boundary for the Canton Wholesale Company Building includes the building
located within the historic and current legal boundary.

11. Form Prepared By

State Historic Preservation Office

name/title Amy Pallante/National Register Specialist

organization Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources
street & number 500 The Healey Building, 57 Forsyth Street

city or town Atlanta state Georgia zip code 30303

telephone (404) 656-2840 date October 1997

Consulting Services/Technical Assistance (if applicable) ( ) not applicable

namel/title Louis L. Jones, Il

organization CWC Industrial Building Joint Venture
street and number P.O. Box 20058

city or town Atlanta state Georgia zip code 30325
telephone (404) 237-1577

() consultant
() regional development center preservation planner
(x) other: Owner

(HPD form version 02-24-97)
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Photographs

Name of Property: Canton Wholesale Company

City or Vicinity: Canton

County: Cherokee

State: Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Negative Filed: Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Date Photographed: July 1996

Description of Photograph(s):

1 of 8 View of the front of the Canton Wholesale Company Building; photographer looking
northwest.

2 of 8 View of the front of the building; photographer looking southwest.
3 of 8 View of the rear of the building; photographer looking northeast.

4 of 8 Detail view of the rear of the building and the CSX Railroad tracks; photographer looking
north.

5 of 8 Detail view of pivot window; photographer looking north.
6 of 7 View of pine supports on first floor; photographer looking northeast.
7 of 7 View of first floor; photographer looking west.

8 of 8 View of second floor; photographer facing northwest.

Canton Wholesale Company Building
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sl nUUA eo THA

——

NATIONAL REGISTER BOUNDARY
Canton Wholesale Company Building

Canton, Cherokee County, Georgia
Scale 1"=60"
National Register l)ounclary is marked with a heavy black line.

(p‘ Pace O

whdnom nem mise . | P veLronun O . 3 € waIn STACET,
N' oYY M, pernan’ -
,,m! (e dmnte_vesin weit | TIELD WORK 87 wi.C.
mum LTI K
{14 (1!
il LI B b T 28 ¥

MAAINM 2T 2GeT 7_-1-:::/....1_[ e
(COMCPATr IPAVEMENT 17 v 1% Be) Y Ldse sETY
=
Leapiva e = .3, . . . . w PvaT
S

BAcr OF Curr

Corrt ALY

77 7 7 /

\.

-~

0 PaR CLIDE oJ.
AAIZE PLAT 1GEE UCTE))
Bricr
< BUILDIVS o

Y

sTR==T

\\\\\\\

CUTSHI LT OF
.
Cocymus = &2

IS Y= A~ A

..,

ze 5 LB/

(LA

TN N-o

gl
P A T
. e
o

Y VP Y

{ o
<
3
. B
P AEAs OTA| ACCES ‘( )
) cavronv micLs BvisimesS P N
INPUSTesA. TAR K¢ s
\ (O.m 45,P 4817 © e PP

\\ ‘_—:;.GALG (IV] :Gls')

LEOEND Lo

1. 'PP _ tRON PIN PLACED ;5'—'“%;%%%?"" Lor e
(/2" REINEONCING RAR) SURVET FOAT g

LARE _ 1ION M1 TOUND
3 CT _ ChmupP TOr PN JOWUES AMERCAMTILE CO.i\;.
4 0L _ OPEN TOP P8l SR TRRGETS .
S LLL . LAND LOT LINE Taiir Loilsimos
& /W _ MIGIHT OF WAY ‘_ Sisimiciag siciiois lgyer;
T R _ PROPERTY LINE 'cnv- exoT . rNcg&eﬁ;g&nu-
LI - CEMTERLINE = —— Y,

cnse:anen. co Gtoncu
scn.z- RE o Fi. | ¢
IMEFARED VT AL ‘
AEVISI0N DATES:

9 —-X-_ FEMNCE LINE
10 —e—_ MNS M_ACED ON LINE
Wpp epowea roca

LAND SUAVETYING:

CIVIL ENOINEEAIN,

u bo—ﬂ!o Ledft, . -

canton, oeonow )mu i

‘e -

U onawiny o, e | eneamiacn feanioiist
totio| IR i3 aG LwmanAraa | e 404:322-1208. (ue.no,),
) ‘ - e . .




e cmm——— s o ———————————
I e e ae —— -

‘1Ll Huun e PASLID SITE MAP AND PHOTO KEY
" Canton Wholesale Company Building

Canton, Cherokee County, Georgia
Not to Scale
\ ¢ O = Photo number and direction
l National Register Lounclary is marked with a lleavy black line. @

10

AAAIN 2T REGETT Z1')w
(CORCOETr PAVEMENT 27 84e 2o )
)Y A Bat . - VACK Oor cume T

BACE OF Ccurs

(,A Pk OF
LeCADIvA TVIC«

LERPR VYV 4
w rvs'r

co o I 1

1/////—//////:

By

|
i
o c.t: s 5 !
.
[}
)
?
)

T PR CLIDE o). . .
MIZE PLAT IGEE UOTE ) 44
mre .

\/
0 e < BULONIS

sTR==T

SSAt DL su.‘u‘.- :
[~

3 AP
i 3 _euTsSavw &yl Or @ : 0
>\ cocomus v 2 ‘q.
9, QD P
y . . ¢
AR N
S/ e /S L/ 1.:’ .
4.
3l
N
:"”3
Juteo
\}’.
. "
{

' -0 ! AIZEAs O.141 ACCES
| ) V7 .
CANTON MILLS BNISINESS /'
INPUSTRIAL ThASR W
\ (O.n 43P 417 © e o 3
\\ LS caL® 1 FeeT) :

£ lae
* N

...

el
LEOEND IR
1. IRR _ IROM PIN PLACED ;i'i'.%v?%s%‘;’a?"" Lor L
(/2" nemroncine mam)  |.oios otonn i
2.LPE _ MIDN M TOUND !
3 CT _ CRIMP TOP PIN JOES MERCAMTILE CO.55.
4. 0T _ OPEN TOP PIN \
S LLL - LAND LOT LINE ::’,':J“L‘:'ffs;' -— -
& R/W _ RIGHT OF WAY ! B TRICT VA 3EEi E!VFRS-
LR _ProreRTY LINE © |oidiMICT e, SEciion 2 ENGINEENIIG:
XY CENTERLINE CiiY: dauToT COMPANY,
: = cuseo-ceu. co cconcu ’ .,-.'.;ﬂa-,
9 —~X—=_ FENCE LINE SCALE i+ = " n c ZRI
0 —e—_ FWS PLACED OM UINE | =2 nins 22 LAND SURVEYINGIEF,
g Her  mowea moLa ARELAREOITIN B | civie enaiucemings
t T X REVISION OATLS: s
.-c WXl e wom minse o LTt TOLEI R & - - - 381 € man STACET
(P22 (ot M spoenan’ '3- et e . — CANTON, OEOROIA: Jmn.,
.m! R LIRS Lo il | IELD WORK 07 v C, -
"l“' 1t benscet . ' = .- - e e - e —



