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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pawnee Rock is 1ocated in the southwest corner of Barton

county, about 100 yards from the old Santa Fe trail.

The rock is today a prominence rising some 50 or 60 feet
Originally it is said to have been twice that height and
the highest ground for miles, Matt Field, who trsveled the

Santa Fe trail in 18L0, -later wrote, "Pawmee Rock.springs 11ke
a huge wart from the carpeted green of the prairie,”

Traders,<soldlers, emigrants, and others passing the site

- carved 6r chi §éled their names into the front of the rugged mass
of brown san
-among:: the: L gP

e, ~Some of these Hames are still discernible
iti and names of more recent visitors.
A considerable portion of t »rock was_removed by homesteaders

e

view

 bed along the route of the old trail.

Atop the rock at the present time is a memorlal monument

picnic area, and a pergola, from the top of which visitors can

the Arkansas river valley and the route of the Santa Fe trail,

335

SNOITLONYLSNI



SEE

| PERIOD (Checlk One or More as Appropriate)

[} Pre-Columbian | [J 16th Century o Ith Cenfury o [[1 20th Century
[l 15th Century 1 17th Century o jrd] ?%h Century
SPEC-IFHC DATE(S) (F£ Applicable and Known) -!-620 'S To 1860'
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checﬂ' One or-More as APPropﬂﬂte) ) ‘
Abor iginal [} Education ) [} Political [} Urban Planning
[} Prehistoric . Engfneering "[J Retigion/Phi- [} Other (S‘pecify)‘
s Historic [} Endustry E ' losophy N '
{1 Agriculture [] Invention [} Science .
1 Architecture ‘ {7} Londscape ] Sculpture
[ Ast o Architecture 1 Social/Human-
& Commerce - [} Literature itarian
[ Communications [} Military - D Theater ‘
(] Conservation - [ Music ) [[1 Transportation

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE '
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_~ Pawnee Rock was for many yegrs a place where Comanche
Kiowa, Ara;gahoe, Cheyenne, and Pawnee tribes held the 14
of usar and peace, Many Indian battles were fought near y in
the days before the white men ca;me to Kansas, : :

Pawnee Rock was a landmark on the Santa Fe. trail, serving
as a lookout place for both whl'be men and Indians, as well as
a rendezvous and ambush for ‘the Indians., It was a favorite
camping spot for caravans bound for Santa Fe because once
camped there, therrock afiorded‘ ‘Some protection agalnst
hostile Indians,
- Many travelers and traders on the Santa Fe 'brall con=
sidered Pawnee Rock the most dangerous place on the Ceza’hral
PT““ﬁs for encounters mth the Indlans‘
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Richard D, Pankratz Planner

ORGANIZATION

Kansas State Historical Society

DATE

August 15 s 197G

STREET AND NUMBER:

1120 West 10th St.

CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

890-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National m State [} Local

Yode W Yratte.

yle H, Miller ~
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. Historical Society, and State
pate . Liaison Officer for Kansas

Executive Secretary, Kansas Statg
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National Register.
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

D),ate

DEC 29 1970

Chief, Office of Atcheology and Historic Preserv tion
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Kansas State Historlcal Soclety
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Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Adm:mlstratlon
' 1939 Federal _

‘Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas (state)
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