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Two-tenths mile north town of Pawnee Rock, off
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CATEGORY 
"(Check One)

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

District O Building

Site Q Structure

 Q Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

[ | Being Considered

I I Occupied
 tp- -'
tfj Unoccupied

O Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

. Restricted 

Unrestricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

r~\ Agricultural 

| | Commercial 

Q Educational 

I I Entertainment

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum

@ Park

I | Private Residence

I I Religious

I | Scientific

I I Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

I | Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

State of Kansasr
STREET AND NUMBER:

State Capitol
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka

r
CO 
SO 
w

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Register of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

TitLE OF SURVEY:

National Survey of Historic Sites and
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal Stat County V : sOZl Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: . ' ;  S

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

. 801 19th St., N. ¥.
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington D, C.
^



CONDITION
| | Excellent Good CD

(Check One) 

3 Deteriorated (~| Ruins F~l Unexposedi

(Check One) 

Moved 3Q Original Site

Pawnee Eock is located in the southwest corner of Barton 
county, abpj^J-OO^ yjards__f ES^ifefi_i^-"S^jijLJ!tjllj§y-»

The rock is today a pr^mi^ence ris^ingm^me_50_or_^) feet 
high. Originally_i|_is, _.§?i3r*o_bay(B_"bi^eliL":twice that~heignT""and 
much the highest ground for miles^ "''Ifatif FielJd^lilio^rWillll the 
S ant a Fe trail in 18 IjO, later wr ot e , nP awne e Ro ck spring s like 
a huge wart from the carpeted green of the prairie."

Traders, soldierj^ emigrant s, and others passing the site 
carved "oY'ishiieled their names in-to the front of the rugged mass 
of brown §§i3i;|g^ 
among iteggijisalTIti and names of more recent visitors.

A considerable ̂̂ portion of the rock was^jp^ov^

the route of the old trail. ; r— •••::•. 
. f~~~~" Atop the rock at the present time is a memorial monument, 
picnic area/ and a pergola, from the top of which visitors can 
view the Arkansas river valley and the route of ihe Santa Fe trail.
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PERIOD fcftecft One or More as A\pfwopeia.te)

O Pre-Columbian j D 16th Century 

Q T5th Century D 17th Century

D I8th Century 

HO l?th Century

20th Century

 SPECIFIC' PATEtS) ' (KAppIicafcte and!Known) lu20J[S to i860 f~S~

ARE1AS OF SlGNBFSCANiCE: (Check Ooe or»More as Appropriate)

Attor iginol

Q. Prehistoric ,

(£j Historic 

[~1 Agriculture 

t 1 Architecture 

D Art 

p£| Commerce 

| | Communications 

j | Conservation

ITTi E«i«eati;on 

IT~E Engfneerirtg
D Political 

Q R

I| Urban Planning 

O Other fSpecrfr}

f~| Invention 

St Landscape

Architecture 

[~1 Literature 

Q Mititary 

Music

iosophy 

|i j Science 

I { Sculpture 

{ j Social/Human

itarian 

PI Theater 

{ | Transportation

[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pawnee Eoek was ,£or many years, a place where Comancne,
f^^- - *™^ •* *» .. ^^^11^-^^^ •*• . • ,^^^;^M*K^——*«--M-.>w«»tf««^'——

ragahoe^ Gheje^nne!|^^and.^^awr]Le^_atr^
o£-t4iar and peaceT^HaHy" Indian battles were fought nearby in 
the days before the white men came to Kansas.

Pawnee Rock was a.T.t$ii$a§3&JS£^^ serving 
as a lookout place for both white men and Indians, as well as 
a rendezvous and ambush for'the Indians. It was a fa2EQrite 
cajri]pirig_sgot for caravans bound for Santa Fe because once 
camped there, thev3?oiSIEnilf!orBSQr-^63e:^;io:E*ectiGn against 
hostile Indians.

Many travelers and traders on the Santa Fe trail 
sidered Pawnee Rock the most dan^e^s^§^lace^on the 

for encounters with the^Indians*
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Biographical History of garton County, Kansas (Great Bend, Kansas, Tri-hiir,e
Publishing Co . , 1912 ) , p . ill£ . 

Blackmar, Frank W. , Kansas,, ' A Cyclope'd3
Standard Publishalig Co., 1912), pj

Porter, Clyde, and Mae Reed Porter, co^ 
Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail ( 
Press, 196077 ""

.a of State History s v» 2 (Chicago.

.lectors, and John £. Sunder, editor, 
Herman, University of Oklahoma,?

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '

CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o , „ o ...

NE ° '. ' , ' "... ° ....-' 
SE ° ' " , ° • '
SW 9 • ' -:»-,. ° »•••.».

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
} DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees. Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 . » o • »

38 16 21 98 58 $i

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: £ °

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN TYJBOIJNDARI ES.

STATE: . CODE

STATE: " CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY /£*i,\ j t) / /~~~\ CODE/Xxx"'" A ' r^s\
COUNTY f^y 'pr r.n\in\ X^\ CODE

; -y^/ ••-. rVlAA-|Vl- 1P vyJ^^

COUNTY v Mj iii,\ i-^k ^ S \~\ CODE —— i w *J • • - | — _ j

-\ -TT*fi /*% I\\ /\ \ I **^I

COUNTY \f^\ ' ' V*"' -- 'r-~~- A^y CODE\^A, KECa^ 1 ^'-^^-

NAME AND TI TLE: ^^C^lf ' \^JJ>^

Richard B. Pankrat^ Planner —
ORGANIZATION DATE

Kansas State Historical Society August 15>, 197C
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West 10th St.
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka
^^^^^^IP^^^H^^^^H^W^^^^^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National §/ State Q Local Q

y*v

Name Y^V\Aji H: - ' n̂^^i£t-\
rpyle n. Miller v

-•Title

Executive Secretary, ^ansag State 
!• Historical Society, and State 
f -t>ate liaison Officer for Kansas

1 ——— October 12, 1970 ———————————— '

STATE ^ , s ,„ - CODE
Kansas 66612 M

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

—— .. Li- L U- -. - i^ ^^
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date ' i'fe:

ATTEST:

Keeper of fhf National Registe4 

Date 1 DEC .7 Wtt' Y
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Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas (state)
19*7
Kansas State Historical Society
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Federal Writers 1 Project of the Works Progress Administration 
1939 Federal

Records destroyed. A guide book, Kansas, was published in 1939.
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. 99^00

0\ Mapped, edited, and published by .the .Geological Survey
• o . •
<fi Contro! by USGS and USC&GS , ,..;;.

Topography from aerial photographs by.'photogrammetric methods 
•arid by planetahie surveys i960, .'.Aerial photographs taken 19^4

Polyconic projectian, 1927 North America(vdvUurn 
10,000-foot Rtid based: oh Kan$^ coordrrute system, south-^ona

TJ. S. G. S. 7|* Quadrangle 
Map "Pawnee Rock'1 (I960) 
Scale 1: 2li,000 
Lat. 38° 16« 21" 
Long. 98° 58' 5U"


