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AREA 

DEC 2 6 1989  

FORM NO. 

1835 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 167 E a s t e r n Avenue 

His to r i c Nane L y d i a B l o d g e t t 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s iden t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 1902 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y -

Style Queen Anne 

Archi tec t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings garage 
s h i n g l e 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition v e r y aood 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t han 1/4 a c r e 

Sett ing Urban m u l t i f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l ; 

i n a row o f e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 

t h r e e - d e c k e r s . 

UTM REFERENCE 19/270060/4683840 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Lydia Blodgett Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the working-class, Scandanavian, m u l t i - f a m i l y 
r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t t h a t developed along Belmont Street i n the l a t e 19th 
and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . I t i s also an unusually well-preserved, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y ornate example of Queen Anne three-decker design. The Blodgett 
Three-Decker. thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms o1 
other buildings within the community. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 167 Eastern Avenue, i s a remarkably well-preserved, w e l l -

• d e t a i l e d Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker, unusual f o r i t s cross-gable form. 
The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l p l a n . The asymmetrical main 
facade has a t h r e e - t i e r porch supported by slender Tuscan columns, flanked 
by a t h r e e - s t o r y bay window. The t h i r d t i e r of the porch i s sheltered by 
a"gable th a t sweeps lower than the cornice over the bay window, which gives 
the main facade a p a r t i c u l a r l y r a k i s h appearancG. A second, t h r e e - s t o r y bay 
window i s located on the side w a l l , and t h i s i s capped by a small p r o j e c t i n g 
gable. The bay corners i n the cornice are decorated w i t h heavy corner bracket 
w i t h pendants. The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingles, on the bay 
windows. Windows have 2/1 sash w i t h simple surrounds. A small s e m i - c i r c u l a r 
l i g h t i s located i n the f r o n t gable apex. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 

B u i l t ca. 1902, the Blodgett Three-Decker i s located on the northern edge of 
a concentration of l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th century three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i n the Belmont Street area. This neighborhood developed as a m u l t i - f a m i l y , 
working class area dominated by f a m i l i e s of Swedish, Finn-Swede, and Finnish 
e x t r a c t i o n . Many re s i d e n t s were employed as s k i l l e d metal workers by l o c a l 
manufacturing f i r m s . The f i r s t known owners of 167 Eastern Avenue were 
the h e i r s of Lydia Blodgett, who also owned 169 Eastern Avenue and 6 Blodgett 
Place. Residents i n 1902 included Alex Rafuse, a coachman; Oscar Wandland, 
a p a i n t e r ; and Axel Kasperson, a machinist. By 1910 the house was owned 
by Carl Sundburg. Tenants included August Westbom, a dry goods merchant; 
Pa t r i c k McArdle, a machinst at the Ames Plow Company; and John Fallstrom, 
an armorer f o r the Harrington Richards Arms Company. I n 1920, Carl Bostrom, 
a molder, owned and occupied the house. Residents included the f a m i l y of 
Mrs. Anna Fors; and Gustaf Hultgren, a c u t t e r i n a p r i n t shop. Bostrom 
continued to own the house and l i v e here through 1930. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1902,1910,1920,1930 

L.J. Richards, A t l a s of the C i t y of Worcester, 1911, 1922. 

•J. Callahan e t a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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