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Tomn Worces ter
Address 167 Eastern Avenue

Historic Nane Lydia Blodgett
Three- Decker

U Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1902
Source Worcester House Directory-
Style  Queen Anne
Architect unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric wood clapboard and

shingle
Outbuildings garage

Magjor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition very aood

Mol Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Urban multifamily residential;
in a row of early 20th century

three-deckers.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz
Organization for MHC

Date December 1988



NATI ONAL REAQ STER CRITER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Lydia Blodgett Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
for itsassociationwith the working-class, Scandanavian, multi-famly
residential district that developed along Belmont Street i nthelatel9th
and early 20th centuries. 't i salso an unusually well-preserved, and
particularly ornate exanple of Queen Anne three-decker design. The Blodgett
Three-Decker. thus neets criteria A and Cof theNational Register of Historic
Places on thelocal level.

ARHTECTURL. SGNH CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns Q
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, 167 Eastern Avenue, i sa remarkably well-preserved, well-
«detailed Queen Anne style three-decker, unusual for itscross-gable form
The house has t hecharacteristic side-hall plan. The asymmetrical main
facade has a three-tier porch supported by slender Tuscan colums, flanked
by a three-story bay window. The third tier of t heporch i sshelteredby
a"gable that sweeps lower than t hecornice over thebay wi ndow, which gives
the main facade a particularly rakish appearancG A second, three-story bay

wi ndow i slocated on theside wall, andthis i scapped by a small projecting
gable. The bay corners 1 nthecornice aredecorated with heavy corner bracket
with pendants. The house i sclad i n wood clapboard, with shingles, on the bay

wi ndows. W ndows have 2/1 sash with simple surrounds. A small semi-circular
light i slocated i nthefront gable apex.

HSIGRCL SAGNHCANE Explain the rol e owners played in local or state history axd howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the commnity.

Built ca. 1902, t heBlodgett Three-Decker i slocated on t henorthern edge of
a concentration of late 19th andearly 20th century three-decker construction
in theBelnont Street area. This neighborhood developed as a multi-famly,
working class area domnated by famlies of Swedish, Finn-Swede, and Finnish
extraction. Many residents were enployed as skilled metal workers by local
manufacturing firms. The first known owners of 167 Eastern Avenue were

the heirs of Lydia Blodgett, who al so owned 169 Eastern Avenue and 6 Bl odgett
Place. Residents i n1902 included Alex Rafuse, a coachman; Oscar Wandl and,
a painter; and Axel Kasperson, a machinist. By 1910t hehouse was owned

by Carl Sundburg. Tenants included August Westbom a dr ygoods merchant;
Patrick McArdle, a machinst at t heAres Plow Conpany; and John Fallstrom,

an armorer for theHarrington Richards Arns Conpany. | n 1920, Carl Bostrom
a mol der, owned and occupied thehouse. Residents included thefamly of
Ms. Anna Fors; and Gustaf Hultgren, a cutter i na print shop. Bostrom
continued toown t hehouse andlive here through 1930.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1902,1910,1920, 1930
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Wrcester, 1911, 1922.

«J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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