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The Dominion Hotel stands prominently at one end of the old business section of Globe. 
The four-story brick was designed by Phoenix architect James Creighton in a modified 
classical revival style.

The three-bay facade features decorative quoins, a denticulated cornice, and a colo- 
nade portico. The center front balconies on the second, third, and fourth floors 
carry the eye up to the front roof line which had a balustrade with urns.

The hotel has a basement, a wine cellar, and a stone foundation. There were 80 rooms 
altogether, 30 of them with baths. When constructed, the building had hot and cold 
running water, electric lights, and steam heat. Suites were on the fourth floor. In­ 
side rooms on the top two floors looked onto a large glass-domed light well. The bri­ 
dal suite and ladies parlor opened onto a portico. The first floor had offices and 
public rooms, including a dining room and a billiard room with buffet. Furniture 
for the new hotel was brought from factories in Jamestown, New York. The overall size 
of the hotel is 73' x 100'.

The building has been almost completely remodeled in the past 7 years, changing it 
from a hotel to an apartment house for elderly men. The only original features re­ 
maining in the interior are on the ground floor. The Cactus Room on the south side 
appears to have the original bar and dark paneling. The original elevator remains, 
but is not in working order. The central stairway from the lobbyls intact and most of 
the painted lobby ceiling is undisturbed.

The rear of the building has been stuccoed pink and is in some disrepair, since the 
remodeling is' ; riot yet completei :--.-..-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dominion Hotel is a modified classical revival building constructed in the midst 
of Globe's coming-of-age as a viable community. It stands as a tangible reminder of 
the period in which the town had achieved a solid economic base and aspired to be some­ 
thing more than a mining camp.

Prospecting began in the Globe area in the late 1860s and the earliest emphasis was 
on silver mining. The location was isolated, the environment rather inhospitable, and 
the Apache troubles far from over, but the obvious mineral resources encouraged a 
stream of prospectors and others.

By 1875 there was stage service from Silver City, New Mexico and a new road from Super­ 
ior. The following year a townsite was laid out for the city of Globe and the resi­ 
dents began to change their tents for frame or adobe homes. The rest of the decade saw 
the first copper smelter, a sawmill, schools, a church, and a telegraph line. The first 
hotel was the 1881 Kinney House, no longer standing.

In the early 1880s, copper mining expanded. The Globe Mining Company and the Old Do­ 
minion Company consolidated in 1882 but limits to expansion were set by a number of 
factors. First, the railhead was at Bowie, 260 miles away. Second, manipulation of 
the World copper market and a temporary surplus caused a depression in the industry and 
many of the citizens were forced to go elsewhere for employment.

The 1890s brought a great improvement in the economic life of Globe. New inventions 
brought a dramatic increase in the industrial use of copper wire and the temporary sur­ 
plus quickly disappeared. The copper industry entered a period of rapid expansion and 
Globe, as a one-industry town, soon felt the effects. In 1895 the Old Dominion Company 
was purchased by the Lewisohns of New York. In 1898 a new smelter was constructed and 
the Gila Valley and Northern Railroad reached Globe.

The 20th century brought continued prosperity to the community. Phelps Dodge took over 
the mining interests in 1903. Two years later, construction began on nearby Roosevelt 
Dam. The building boom of the spring of 1905 was inevitable. The old frame and adobe 
business establishments were no longer adequate and certainly a booming town like Globe 
needed a grand hotel.

In April of 1905, S..L. Gibson bought a one-half interest in a lot on South Broad Street 
from J.B. Newman. Newman was an illiterate Austrian who came to work in the mines in 
the 1880s. Apparently the timekeeper thought his name too difficult to spell and iden­ 
tified him merely as "Jack, the New Man". The miner later called himself John Black­ 
jack Newman. He did some prospecting with a partner and made a rich silver strike but 
became suspicious of his partner in 1889 and shot his arm off. For this attack, Newman 
was sent to the territorial prison at Yuma for a few years. He resumed his successful 
mining ventures when he returned to Globe and also acquired real estate in the town.
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However, since he was still illiterate, he retained two lawyers to handle his business 
transactions and correspondence. Newman, always suspicious, retained the second law­ 
yer to verify the accuracy and honesty of the first. He eventually sold his mining 
claims to the Lewisohns and moved to California where he bought supposedly worthless 
land and struck oil. He left a legacy of several buildings in Globe in addition to the 
hotel.

The partners, Newman and S.L. Gibson,originally intended to have a two-story building 
with 30 rooms and increase the size of the hotel later if necessary. By August they 
had put in a basement and were talking of a three-story building. Noted Phoenix ar­ 
chitect James Creighton was hired to design the building and in September the contracts 
were let.

Construction began immediately. L.F. Rainey laid the stone foundation. Briggs and 
Cottrel contracted to do the stone and brick work, the plastering, and all the cement 
work. The wood and interior finish were done by L.A. Amiralt.

The Dominion Hotel opened to the public a year later on September 6, 1906. The Amer­ 
ican plan was advertised at $3.00 and up; the European plan was $1.00 and up.

In 1917, the hotel was headquarters for Governor Thomas E. Campbell during the labor 
troubles of that year. Strikes in Bisbee led to the notorious Bisbee Deportation and 
there was some apprehension that the strikes in Globe would also lead to violence. 
Campbell went to Globe to help the two federal mediators negotiate an agreement between 
the mine managers and the men. Most of these discussions took place in the Dominion 
Hotel.

In the 1960s the hotel was used in scenes from the movie "The Great White Hope". The 
money thus obtained was used to repair the building.

The Dominion Hotel has declined somewhat from its early position as the best hotel in 
Globe. It has deteriorated along with much of the rest of that old downtown area and 
it has suffered from the competition of motels. The building, however, is basically 
sound and very little changed on the exterior. It has been remodeled into apartments 
for elderly men, many of them retired miners.
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