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1. Name

historic   Liverpool Central Business District Multiple Resource Area (partial:

and/or common history/archi ;ectura)

2. Location

street & number not for publication

city, town
East Liverpool

vicinity of congressional district

state
Ohio

code
039

county
Columbiana

code 02?

3. Classification
Category Ownership
_*_ district  ^ public 

building(s) private
structure both
site Publiic Acquisition
object in process

being considered
"M

Status
occupied 
unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
__ agriculture 

commercial
educational
entertainment

x government
industrial
military

X
museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
Other-

4. Owner of Property

name see continuation sheet

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Columbiana County Courthouse

street* number Courthouse Sq,

city, town Lisbon state Ohio

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Ohio Historic Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes no

date 1984 federal state county local

depository for survey records Ohi° Historic Preservation Office, 1-71 & 17th Ave.

city, town Columbus state Ohio



7. Description

Condition
excellent

_X_good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins 
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

.. j

see indivfdueil 
OHrt f&«vfti>

Check one
< original site 

moved date - ————————————

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

East Liverpool, Ohio is a city of 25,000 located on the 
north bank of the Ohio River, 40 miles downstream from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The topography of the city is severe. 
The Central Business District is located on a rise above the 
river level with residential areas on the surrounding hillsides. 
The area was rich in natural deposits of clay suitable for the 
ceramics industry, which formed the economic base for this city 
from the mid-19th century through the Depression. The earliest 
development occurred at the river's edge on a narrow flood plain. 
By the late 19th century, the riverfront was dominated by 
potteries and the central business district moved up to the river 
terrace several blocks away. The city experienced tremendous 
growth due to the success of the ceramics industry. Between 1880 
and 1910 the population increased from 5,500 to over 22,000. As 
a result, a number of buildings were constructed during this 
period. Most of the properties included in this nomination were 
constructed between the late 1870's and the 1920's.

The Central Business District is a densely developed area 
which measures approximately 7 square blocks. The majority of 
the buildings are of masonry construction and measure 2-5 stories 
in height. Along Market, Fifth and Sixth Streets, the buildings 
share party walls, while those properties on Fourth Street tend 
to be free-standing (YMCA, Hary Patterson Memorial) arid some have 
landscaped lots (Library). Immediately west of the central 
business district and on the same river terrace is a 1880^-1920 's 
once-fashionable residential neighborhood. To the north anil east 
of the central business district are steep hillsides, where 
densley developed working class neighborhoods were built during 
the 1880-1920's period.

This nomination contains CJUL__ in, dividual structure 8 
for listing in the National Register; and [two^ historic districts:' 
1) The Diamond, consisting of 8 buildings, and 2) Fifth Street, 
consisting of 16 buildings. The nomination covers a total of 35 
buildings in the downtown commercial core of East Liverpool. 
The historic districts are entirely commercial in character. 
Combined they contain 24 buildings that range from 2-5 stories in 
height. A number of these structures date from the early 20th 
century and clearly demonstrate the move to more simpler, more 
functional design such as large window to wall ratios, decorative 
brickwork around the windows and corbel brickwork rather than the 
ornate cornices and hoodmoulds of the late 19th century.

The architectural styles represented by buildings in this 
nomination illustrate the evolution of an area over a period of 
time. Included are: Queen Anne (photos 4,15); Beaux Arts (photos 
2,6); Colonial Revival (photos 3,8,10); Neo-Classical Revival
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Representation in Existing Surveys:

National Register of Historic Places
East Liverpool Post Office -- 11/21/76 
Carnegie Library -- 3/11/80

Properties included in the East Liverpool Central Business District MRA

1. Potters Savings § Loan
2. East Liverpool Pottery Museum/Old Post Office ̂
3. Masonic Temple
4. Fraternal Order of Eagles
5. Potters National Bank
6. Carnegie Library ^
7. Mary A. Patterson Memorial
8. YMCA
9- omitted from nomination
10. Elks Lodge
11. City Hall
12. Odd Fellows Lodge

13. Diamond Historic District
14. East Fifth St. Historic District
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(photos 1,33,36,37); Art Deco (photo 12); early 20th century 
commercial (13,14,18,19). Also included are a number of 
buildings with interesting architectural details such as 
terra-cotta, and decorative brickwork (photos 24,25,31,35) that 
contribute to the over-all character of the area but do not fit 
in any particular stylistic category.

The buildings included in this nomination represent a 
variety of building types found in downtown areas - commercial, 
public (library, City Hall), fraternal lodges (Elks, Odd 
Fellows), and social/cultural institutions (YMCA, Mary Patterson 
Memorial). Two buildings, which originally had residential uses, 
are also included but they have both housed fraternal 
organizations since early in the 20th century.

A comprehensive survey of the central business district and 
adjacent neighborhoods ( roughly bounded by Bank Street on the 
north, the Ohio River and Rt. 11 on the south, east and west) was 
conducted between January and July of 1984. The project was 
undertaken by the City of East Liverpool and the East Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce with partial funding from the Ohio Historic 
Preservation Office. The survey was conducted by preservation 
consultants. The buildings were identified for inclusion in this 
nomination as a result of a thorough survey, 'extensive research 
and the input received at public meetings in East
Liverpool. The Multiple Resource Area nomination is appropriate 
for East Liverpool for the following reasons: 1) it covers a 
definable geographic area; 2) it is a result of a comprehensive 
survey of the area; 3) there is a significant number of 
insensitive alterations to older structures, as well as some 
notable gaps left by fires and demolitions and does not qualify 
as a historic district. The multiple resource approach also 
demonstrates the linkages between these buildings, both visually 
and historically, which will enable the citizens of East 
Liverpool to better appreciate these properties in the context 
of their community's history.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_X- 1800-1899 
A 1900-

Arean of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

X architecture education
art engineering

X commerce _ +. exploration/settlement
Vcommunications A industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military _/>
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture

^_ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1870s -19 20?; Builder/ Architect M/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criteria A B and C

The historic resources included in this nomination are the 
most significant surviving resources of downtown East Liverpool, 
Ohio. They are significant both historically and 
architecturally. Historically, they represent the themes that 
have had the greatest impact on the growth and development of 
East Liverpool (Manufacturing/Industry, Commercial, 
Politics/Reform/Welfare, and Social/Cultural). These are the 
major themes one would expect to find in the downtown area of a 
city, and East; Liverpool has strong examples in each theme. 
Other themes are represented in the city but outside of the 
central business district. The central business district of East 
Liverpool has been the commercial, governmental and social center 
of the community from the early 19th century to the present. 
Architecturally, these resources represent a varied and well 
preserved collection of architectural styles found in East 
Liverpool .

East Liverpool, Ohio is a city of 25,000 located on the 
north bank of the Ohio River, 40 miles downstream from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Settlement efforts at the site of what 
would become East Liverpool began in the late 1700s, but it was 
not until the 1830s » after construction of a road to Cleveland 
and the development of river trade, that the village became 
firmly established and adopted its present name.

East Liverpool and the ceramics industry were synonymous for 
over a century and the resources in this nomination are 
representative of the city's most prosperous years. The 
abundance of natural deposits of clays suitable for yellow-ware 
manufacture brought the city's first potter, James Bennett , to 
the area in 1839, and in 1840 his first kiln began operation. 
Over succeeding decades the ceramics industry grew steadily, 
reaching a total pf several dozen firms and close to 300 of the 
once-f amilar bottle kilns by the 1920s. The industry produced 
not only tableware, but also electrical ceramics, refractories, 
paving brick, door knobs, firebrick and novelty items. The 
combined effects of the Depression and postwar foreign



9. Major Bibliographical References

see continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property see Indi vicinal OHI fonjis 
Quadrangle name E. Liverpool Quadrangle scale 1:24,000

UMT References
see individual OHI 
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Verbal boundary description and justification

see continuation sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state_________ Ify___________c°de________county___________________code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Nancy Recchie/ Preservation Consultant

organization Benjamin D. Rickey & Co. date
12/84

street & number
391 Library Park South

telephone
(614) 221-0358

city or town
Columbus Ohio

state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state /x local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Hefrtage Conservation ano/Fteoreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

GPO 938 835
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competition, among other factors, caused a significant decline in 
the ceramics industry. While some major producers have survived 
and continue to operate in suburban East Liverpool and in West 
Virginia, pottery production in the heart of the city has ceased 
except for one or two small-scale plants.

The pottery industry had its beginnings along the bank of 
the Ohio River, on the narrow flood plain. It was here that the 
city first began to grow. As the 19th century progressed, 
however, growth moved up to the first river terrace, in part to 
escape repeated flooding. The potteries, too, moved up from the 
flood plain and soon became integrated into the downtown area. 
The decline of the pottery industry and changes in land use 
during the 20th century have caused the complete elimination of 
all traces of pottery production facilities from the downtown 
area. One exception is the Goodwin-Baggot Pottery (already 
listed in the National Register). The survival of the Goodwin 
and Laughlin residences(photos 3,4), homes built by important 
pottery manufacturers, serve as a reminder of the industrial base 
of this community and its former dominance of the downtown area.

As the pottery industry achieved national importance, the 
city grew rapidly. It expanded from a population of 5,500 in 
1880 to over 22,000 in 1905. This growth and prosperity led to 
the expansion and new construction in the business district. 
Banks were established - East Liverpool Banking Co. (now First 
National Bank) in 1873; Potters National Bank (now Potters Bank 
and Trust) in 1881; and Potters Building and Savings Co. (now 
Potters Savings and Loan) in 1889. Four banking buildings 
(photos 1,5,33,36), three still serving in their original 
capacity, are included in this nomination. Major commercial 
blocks, which housed a variety of business uses, were built on 
the Diamond and along Fifth Street. Several disastrous fires 
occurred both on the Diamond and elsewhere. A 1905 fire 
destroyed more than 25% of the "best brick business houses in the 
city". East Liverpool rebuilt quickly, and the Diamond and East 
Fifth Street districts include fine examples of both the late 
19th (photos 15,16) and the early 20th century (photos 14,18, on 
the Diamond and photos 25,31,37 on E. Fifth St.)

Fraternal Lodges organized in East Liverpool during the late 
19th century - the Masons in 1860; the Odd Fellows in the early 
1860's; the Elks in 1893; the Eagles in 1903. In some cases, 
these organizations located in existing buildings. The Masonic 
Lodge was established in the Goodwin residence (photo 3) on
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Broadway in 1910 and the Eagles moved into the Laughlin house 
(photo 4) next door in 1916. The Elks and Odd Fellows built 
their own lodge buildings, the Elks on W. Fifth in 1916 (photo 
10) and the Odd Fellows on W. Sixth in 1907 (photo 13). All of 
these buildings are included in the nomination.

Other aspects of the social/cultural theme are represented 
in this nomination by the 1902 Carnegie Library (photos 6,7); the 
1913 YMCA (photo 9); the 1926 Mary A. Patterson Memorial, a home 
for single working women (photo 8).

Finally, the commercial district has also served as 
governmental center of East Liverpool. Both the 1909 U. S. Post 
Office (photo 2) and the 1934 City Hall (photo 12) are included 
in this nomination.

These resources represent an outstanding collection of 
buildings in a rich variety of architectural styles including: 
Victorian Italianate commercial (old Potters National Bank - 
photo 5); Queen Anne (Homer Laughlin residence, Thompson Building 
and SE corner of Market and Fifth - photos 4,15); Colonial 
Revival (Goodwin residence, Elks Lodge - photos 3,10); Beaux Arts 
(Post Office and Library -photos 2,6,7); early 20th century 
skyscraper with classical detailing (Potters Savings & Loan, Odd 
Fellows Lodge and Little Building, YMCA, Patterson Memorial and

- photos 1,13,14,9, ): Art Deco (City Hall -
photo 12). Also included are smaller scale commercial buildings 
that exhibit handsome decorative details such as: decorative 
brickwork; terra cotta facades; classical detailing; and iron 
balconies (photos 16,18,19,24,25,29,31,35).

The city grew with the ceramics industry, but when that 
industry fell into decline, the city showed more resistance. Its 
economy had diversified beyond just the ceramics industry and was 
able to. withstand the loss of pottery jobs. This nomination 
covers the qualified history/architecture resources of the 
downtown commercial district of East Liverpool, which were 
identified in a comprehensive downtown survey conducted between 
January and July of 1984. Because of a significant number of 
insensitive alterations to older structures, as well as some 
notable gaps left by fires and demolitions, it was decided to use 
the multiple resource approach rather than attempting to define 
one or more historic districts. This nomination is part of an 
overall effort to revitalize the central business district.
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Atlas of Columbiana County, Ohio. Columbiana County Map and Atlas 
Co., 1902.

Earth, Harold. History of Columbiana County, Ohio. 
Topeka-Indianapolis: Historical Publishing Co., 1926.

Bell, Carol W. 1870 Census of Columbiana County, 1980.

East Liverpool City Directories - 1892,1898, 1908, 1912, 1915-16, 
1924, 1926, 1929, 1931, 1934, 1937, 1939

Hill, Col. R.H. and Walter B. Art Work of East Liverpool and 
Vicinity. Chicago: M. w. Kennicott & Co., 1895.

History of Columbiana County, Ohio. Philadelphia: D.W. Ensign & 
Co., 1879

McCord, William B. History of Columbiana County, Ohio. Chicago: 
Biographical Publishing Co., 1905

The Ohio Architect, Engineer & Builder, "Cassius M. Metsch, East 
Liverpool", December, 1915.

Sanborn Map of East Liverpool, 1897

Titus, G. 0. Atlas of Columbiana County, Ohio. 1870.

Tri-State Pottery Festival Programs, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 
1975, 1976, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1983.

U. S. Census Records 1870, 1890, 1910

Map, photo and catalogue collections, Museum of Ceramics

Oral Interviews

Jack A. Lanam 
235 Windsor Drive

Larry and Carol Walton East Liverpool, Ohio 43920
CameraMart
Market St.
East Liverpool, Ohio 43920

William Gates
Curator
East Liverpool Musuem of Ceramics
Fifth and Broadway
East Liverpool, Ohio 43920
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State

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group
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Col ijnilSiflnpi flmmfy OK JO /D

dnr-11

A
>—^ w

Nomination/Type of Review
JG^

!  Diamond Historic District C«^ri« 4 s r4fe -V Keeper
t!" --).i,^ oaf*-. ^1 -'*M't;-!-.-'i''--J" ^

Attest 

^| Keeper 

Attest

Date/Signature

2- East Fifth Street Historic 
District

3. City Hall

4. Elks Club

Keeper 

Attest
tiifc

5. ^T n1-nT-r.nl nf V.agl^a

'^ Jtt^-
istsKSR <7 Keeper 

0
Attest

tiio

Attest

6. Masonic Temple

7. Odd Fellows Temple

8. Patterson, Mary A., 
Memorial

9. Potters Savings & Loan

10. Smith Auto Parto & Speed

t&a

In

^/

///

Attest
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11. YMCA

Date/Signature

12. Carnegie Library
(Previously listed 3/11/80)

13. East Liverpool Post Office
(Previously listed 11/21/76J?

14. Travelers Hotel

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.


