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Excellent D Good Fair
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The three redoubts near the Grenada Dam are a part of the 
chain of defenses along the south bank of the Yalobusha River 
to the northeast of Grenada, Mississippi. The construction 
of the redoubts was typical of the fortifications of the 
Civil War period. They are oval in shape and approximately 
seventy-five yards by thirty-five yards in dimension. They 
are situated on the crest of the hills and ridges with the 
center being dished with parapets around the perimeter to 
provide protection for the gunners. Immediately below the 
parapets and encircling the redoubt are trenches for sup­ 
porting infantry. Below the trenches, the glasis was cleared 
of cover for a field of fire.

Today, the fortifications have-an umbrella of pine trees 
and light underbrush. The trenches show little fill or signs 
of washing and are in an excellent state of preservation. 
The parapets of the three redoubts still retain the indenta­ 
tions for the muzzles of the guns.

The redoubts are within easy access from the roads of the 
Grenada Reservoir, and there is an historical marker, briefly 
describing the positions, on^the road next to one of the 
redoubts. ,^TT6~~^
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Three Confederate redoubts along the south bank of the 
Yalobusha River, near the Grenada Reservoir, are .tangible evi­ 
dences of the defenses constructed by the Confederates for the 
protection of the river crossings and the Mississippi Central 
and Mississippi-Tennessee Railroads at Grenada. During the 
Civil War these fortifications were approximately four miles 
north of the city.

Grenada, located in the center of the northern half of the 
state, had escaped the ravages of war until late summer of 
1863, when Major General Ulysses S. Grant's victory at Vicks- 
burg allowed him to turn his attention to the conquest of the 
interior of the state. Grant ordered Colonel John K. Mizner, 
cavalry commander at La Grange, Tennessee, to send "not less 
than 1,000 men and 50 train engineers" south along the Missis­ 
sippi Central Railroad toward Grenada for the purpose of cap­ 
turing all railroad equipment and rolling stock encountered. 
In the event the rolling stock could not be successfully re­ 
moved to Memphis along the Mississippi-Tennessee line, it was 
to be destroyed, especially the axles and wheels. The Federal 
forces left for Grenada on August 10, 1863.

At the same time, the Federal cavalry under the command of 
Lieutenant"Colonel Jesse J. Phillips was moving south from 
La Grange,-Colonel Edward F. Win/low was leaving his head­ 
quarters along the Big Black River near Vicksburg on August 12 
to proceed north along the Mississippi Central, to capture the 
railroad stock south of Grenada and to link up with Phillips' 
cavalry at Grenada.

Brigadier General James R. Charmers, commander of the Con­ 
federates in the area, ordered the railroad stock brought into 
Grenada from the nearby towns, and the railroad bridges across 
the Yalobusha to be burned. Chalmers' scouts reported the 
pincer movement of the Federal cavalry from the north and the 
south. With the threat of being surrounded and captured, the 
earthworks along the Yalobusha would be untenable against 
attacks from two directions.



The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies ("Washi no-­
ton: 1880-1901), Series 1, Vol. XXIV, Part II, p. 5. 

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies [Washing­
ton: 1880-1901), Series I, Vol. XXIV, Part III,
pp. 573-587. : • , . -'-. .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National CD State K] Local Q

R. A. McLemore 

Title Director, Miss. Dept. of
Archives and History 

Bate March 27, 1973

STATE CODE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hi&fojic Preservation 
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Confederate opposition delayed the advance of both Phillips' 

and Winslow's cavalry in their march on Grenada. Phillips 
arrived in the area on the 15th of August while Winslow did not 
arrive until late on the 17th. Colonel Phillips reported that, 
when he came within about four miles north of Grenada, he 
saw a dense smoke that he afterward found to be the two railroad 
bridges across the Yalobusha that had been burned by the Confed­ 
erates. Phillips also noted that the enemy was situated on the 
south side of the river in field positions with three pieces 
of artillery (two howitzers and one rifled gun). Phillips sent 
Lieutenant Colonel Martin R. M. Wallace about two miles down 
river to the lower ferry (where the Grenada Dam is today) to 
prevent the shifting of troops to the lower ferry. Wallace 
subsequently effected a crossing below the fortifications.

In order to avoid the capture of his troops, Colonel William 
F. Siemens, Confederate cavalry commander at Grenada, ordered 
their withdrawal, taking with them a wagon train of nearly one- 
hundred wagons. Colonel Phillips, not aware of the disposition 
of the troops moving north with Colonel Winslow and fearful of 
an attack from Brigadier General William H. Jackson's Confederate 
cavalry, known to be in the area, ordered the destruction of the 
railroad equipment. Fifty-one engines and nearly five-hundred 
cars along with a large quantity of ordnance and commissary 
were burned. For this action, Phillips was criticized by 
Winslow.

Although the earthworks were not used to their fullest 
potential because of the Federal pincer movement, they 
graphically represent the futile efforts of the Confederates 
to defend the crossings of the Yalobusha River.
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Dr. Mike Campbell 
4601 Academy Road 
Metairie, Louisiana 70003 17
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The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official 
RecorcTs" of tEe Union and Confederate~Armies (Washington 
1880-1901), Series I, Vol. XXX, Part I, pp. 11-21.

Tunnard, W. H. The History of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry. 
vately published at Baton Rouge, La., 1866, pp. 215-216.

Personal inspection of the site, February 27, 1973, by William 
C. Wright, Historian, Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History.
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