FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

OTn

(over)

. Description:

In Area no. Form no.
11+1-3-1
1 Town V/orcester
Address N Clareriont Street
Jolin Le House
Name 99
Present use institutional residence

w-li'ls' Weirars Societ]j
Present o-vner V/orcester, Inc.

Independent Living for the
Adult Retarded, Inc.

Date Ic96

Source  building notice
Style Queen Anne

Architect Stephen Earle

Exterior wall fabric Synthetic siding

Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features Profusion of decorative

details, Palladian window, stained

glass v/indows, decorated consoles,

etc. raid-"~'Jtn
Altered siam-; Dae century

Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 6, p«37,

. Lotsizes Lots 28, 29, 36, -tfb

29,768 sqg. ft.
Ore acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 75"
Approximate distance of building from street

30!
Vi, e Searian

. Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization V<'orc. rieritage Pres. Soc

Date December 1977



7. Original owner (if known) John Legg

Original use® resi aence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dfes institutional residence

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ " Science/

The Arts settlement ' invention
Commerce Industry X Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The John Legg House i s an opulent Queen Anne style house, one which
remains unaltered except for the application of asbestos shingles over
cl apboard and”v ooden shingles, Tv;o andone half stories high, the house
is of frame construction and has asynnetrical plan andelevations. Set
above street level, the facade i s approached by twoflights of granite
stairs which lead tothe pedirnented entry bay of the porch. Mjor el e-
nents of the facade include a tb ree-sided ba%/vvindow viith parapet, a
gai abrel dormer with Palladian w ndow, fanlightedentry, andfirst and
second storey porches. Ornate details appear onal | of the house's ele-
vations andinclude a pedirnented oriel window (east), elaborate stained
glass (stair hall) wndows (west), and lonic porches (south). Extending
along the property's Clarenont Street frontage i saretainingwall of
rock-faced granite ashlar.

John Legg (b.IS“IL, who occupied the house from 1896 t 01912, was t he
third generation of hisfamly tobe involved i ntextiles. Legg' s frand-
father andfather, Janes, hadbeen British weavers. Around IbMNA”. Jsuraes
Legg noved to the United States, settling i nRhode Island. | n 1865 Janmes
Legg set up hi s own factory i nEurrillville, Rhode Island, where John

Legg | earned about wool en manufacturing. I n 1851 the elder Legg purchased
iihe Worcester Wolen Conpan; which was |ocated at the Lower Junction Shop
(Form 165-C) « Reorganized as Janes O John Legg, the firm produced heavy
wool en materials, cassinmeres andsuitings. After the death of James Legg
in 1690, a new corporation was formed and Jolm Leg% becane general nanager
of the VJorcester Hills, a positionwhich heheld through subsequent

(cont.)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Nutt, G. History of VJorcester. vol. I |1l ,pp. 2\.-26 .

. Washburn, G. .Industrial Worcester, p.98. N7



fLASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASION V Jorcester

l[ir-1-B-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name j~“gg L"gg House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below
0.
Legg's management and otmership, the Waorcester
partnerships. Under 99 «d P

ts largest textile producers,
Wolen Mi|I1s Gonpan;, becane one of the cit, tw decades of the twentieth
empl oving nore than 300 workers i nthe first .

a new house i n Lenox,
centur-. . After 1912, Leg ? andhisfamly novedt o in Hill" on Worcester's
the newresidential park and laid, out on "Chanber|
west side.

Staple t olnventory form at bott
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



