FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 27

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

/[ UTH-

(over)

5.

In Area no. Form no.
130-CBD-
kS
Town Worcester
Address 586-596 Main Street
Colton's Block
Name

commercial

586-592-Emanuel J. Leo
Al Lflprsde

590 Main St.
Present o>vner 59)1,596 T-Rnnfith ,Stfir.>

Present use

hope
Description: AQQjnain St.
Date ca. 1860-1870
Source city atlases
Style elements of Italianate
Architect unknovm

Exterior wall fabric brick

Outbuildings (describe) none
Other featurescorbelling suromunted b;

bracketed cornice (wood), each unit

of row has four-window-wide facade

partially painted
Altered windows i-"Q6 « Date

Moved no Date

Lot sizeAMA@ANAYA Mook 3, p. 19
ALotS 8,9 £10—6,250 sq. ft.

One acre or less Over one acre
T5'" - total

Approximate frontage 25' - each unit

Approximate distance of building from street

1Q
Recorded by B. R. Pfeiffer
Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc
Date November 1977



7. Original owner (if known) (Samuel Horton Coltont)
Original use commercial
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sarae

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/

" Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Colton's Block is a four-storey rov/ of brick buildings, containing
three vertical units divided by fire walls. The facades of the three,
units areeach four bays wi de containingstorefronts at the ground

floor, corbelling (above the fourth storey) and a wooden cornice
supported by paired brackets, Wndows of the second, third, and
fourth stories areset in -"undecorated frames with rectangul ar stone
sills andlintels, except for the southern-most unit which has had
di splay windov&s added t oi t ssecond storey (ca, 1900), Originally
Colton"s Block contained a (ffourth unit at i tsnorth end ("84 Main St.-

now deraolished). Storefrontsoccupy their original positions, although
remodel l ed v.'ith nodern materials. The saale, design anddetails of
Colton's Block are characteristic of a nuraber of commercial roxxs built
in Worcester between the 1850s andthe early 1870s, although Colton's
Block is the only oneextant.

It is likely that the rowwas bulitfor Samuel Colton (18oi].-1875?]"Jh)
was a co-ovfner of the Viorcester Spy (newspaper) until badhealthforced
his retirement i n "Qk™ After 1tkShe :'iangf,ged i n the plant nursery
business at the corner of Main andAustin Streets" and, |ater,
becarae active inreal estate developraent. Unfortunately, none of the
Moriginal occupants of the rov; are, as yet, known. Therovr's
individual units appear t ohave been sold separately in the 1870 s»
the earliest knovm occupants are: #586, Worcester A%rlcultural Vare
House and Seed Store ébmldmg owner: CE, Eaton); #592, Henr\é
Houghton, "dealer in Flour, Grain and Feed" (building ovmer: D .
Cheney): 77595 Aaron Hammond, "V/holesale & Retail Dealer" in meat, dairy
nrpducts and, .vegetables (building ovner: Asron Haranond).

10. Bi D iography and/ orireferences (such as |ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.)

Worcester Illustrated Business Guide (1880),
V/orcester Columbian Tribute (1092). p, $k (i"ov; shown in background of
photo).

Kutt, Charles, Hist, of V/orc. & Its People. Vol. IV, p. ij.76
(Colton bio,)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



