
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 
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Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

R o l l 27 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

/ UTH-

In Area no. Form no. 
130-CBD-

kS 

1. Town Worces ter 

Address 586-596 Main S t r e e t 

Name 
C o l t o n ' s B l o c k 

Present use commercial 

586-592-Emanue l J . Leo 
A l L f lp r sde 
590 Main S t . 

Present o->vner 59)1,596 T-Rnnfith ,Stfir.> 
hope 

3. Description: ^QQ j ^ a i n S t . 

Date c a . I 8 6 O - I 8 7 O 

Source c i t y a t l a s e s 

Style e lements o f I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknovm 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features c o r b e l l i n g suromunted b ; 

b r a c k e t e d c o r n i c e ( w o o d ) , each u n i t 

o f row has f o u r - w i n d o w - w i d e f a c a d e 
p a r t i a l l y p a i n t e d 

Altered windows i-'^Q6 • Date 

Moved no Date 

5. Lot s i z e A ^ ^ ^ ® ^ ^ ° ^ ' ' ^ ^ook 3 , p . 19 
^ L o t S 8 ,9 £:1 0—6,250 s q . f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre 
T 5 ' - t o t a l 

Approximate frontage 2 5 ' - each u n i t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

1_0J 

6. Recorded by B . R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Worc . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc 

Date November 1977 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

(Samuel Horton C o l t o n t ) 

commercial 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sarae 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural • 
The Arts 
Commerce 

" Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Colton's Block i s a four-storey rov/ of b r i c k buildings, containing 
three v e r t i c a l u n i t s divided by f i r e w a l l s . The facades of the three, 
u n i t s are each four bays wide containing storefronts at the ground 
f l o o r , c o r b e l l i n g (above the f o u r t h storey) and a wooden cornice 
supported by paired brackets, Windows of the second, t h i r d , and 
fourth stories are set i n -^undecorated frames w i t h rectangular stone 
s i l l s and l i n t e l s , except f o r the southern-most u n i t which has had 
display windovjs added to i t s second storey (ca, I90O), O r i g i n a l l y 
Colton's Block contained a (ffourth u n i t at i t s north end (̂ 8i4. Main St.-
now deraolished). Storefronts occupy t h e i r o r i g i n a l positions, although 
remodelled v.'ith modern materials. The saale, design and de t a i l s of 
Colton's Block are characteristic of a nuraber of commercial roxxs b u i l t 
i n Worcester between the 1 850s and the early 1870s, although Colton's 
Block i s the only one extant. 

I t i s l i k e l y that the row was b u l i t f o r Samuel Colton (1 8oi].-1875) ̂ J'ho 
was a co-ovfner of the V/orcester Spy (newspaper) u n t i l bad health forced 
his retirement i n ^Qk^* After 1 tikS he :'iang,f,ged i n the plant nursery 
business at the corner of Main and Austin Streets" and, l a t e r , 
becarae active i n r e a l estate developraent. Unfortunately, none of the 
^o r i g i n a l occupants of the rov; are, as yet, known. The rovr's 
i n d i v i d u a l units appear to have been sold separately i n the I870's» 
the e a r l i e s t knovm occupants are: #586, Worcester A g r i c u l t u r a l V/are 
House and Seed Store (building owner: CE, Eaton); #592, Henry 
Houghton, "dealer i n Flour, Grain and Feed" (building ovm.er: B.D, 
Cheney): 77595* Aaron Hammond, "V/holesale & R e t a i l Dealer" i n meat, dairy 
nrpducts and, .vegetables (building ovmer: Asron Haramond). 

10. BiDliography and/orireferences (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Worcester I l l u s t r a t e d Business Guide ( I88O) , 
V/orcester Columbian T r i b u t e (1092) . p , $k (i"ov; shown i n background o f 

p h o t o ) . 
K u t t , Char les , H i s t , of V/orc. & I t s People . V o l . IV , p . ij.76 

(Col ton b i o , ) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


