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This site marks the starting point of the Stono River Slavg
Rebellion. It was at this location, approximately 200 yards nor
of today's Highway 17, that slaves under the leadership of Jemmy
an Angolan slave, attacked the Hutchinson warehouse located near
the river. After killing the two guards and siezing the arms
within they proceeded towards Savannah and hoped-for freedom.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A false picture of life in colonial America would show
masters and slaves living in perfect harmony. Yet, that is
the impression many Americans have, Blacks were not so supine
as to submit to enslavement without resistance, Colonists
lived in fear of slave revolts and often had to suppress plots
and uprisings,

One of the most serious slave insurrections which oc-
curred during the colonial period took place about twenty
miles southwest of Charleston, in Stono, South Carolina,
September 9-10, 1739. A number of conditions existed in
South Carolina during the 1730s which were conducive to a
slave revolt: large numbers of slaves fresh from Africa had
been imported into the province; these first and second gen-
eration Africans retained a large measure of their culture;
the blacks vastly outnumbered the white population; the mili-
tary threat posed by the Spanish in Florida and the constant
intrigue on their part to lure slaves into Spanish territory;
the accessibility of weapons; and above all, the institution
of slavery itself.

The slave system in the province was patterned after the
cruel form of slavery in Barbados. By the 1730s, South Caro-
lina had developed the most severe form of chattel slavery
of all the English colonies. Famine and epidemics increased
what must have already been an intolerable situation for an
African people who were not only unused to slavery, but were
in many instances warriors who had been captured in battle.

Approximately eighty slaves participated in the Stono
rebellion which brought destruction to several whites and
plantations in the Stono area. The rebellion was led by a
man named Jemmy who was an Angolan slave mistakenly called
"Cato'" in some accounts of the insurrection. Jemmy enlisted
his followers from among the slaves who "belonged" to planters
in the area. There is a strong possiblity that his leadership
powers were grounded in African beliefs and customs so preva-
lent throughout the slavery period. Witnesses to the event

remarked that the slaves marched "like a disciplined company."
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd,) - 2

Evidence also indicates that there was no information leak or be-
trayal of the plot to the planters or officials by any slaves in
the Stono area.

On the day of the insurrection, approximately fifty-one
slaves under Jemmy's leadership attacked the warehouse of a Mr.
Hutchinson, killed the guards, Mr. Bathurst and Mr. Gibbs, and
seized the weapons within., Other slaves came to join them until
about eighty were assembled. Then, '"they called out Liberty,
(and) marched on with colours displayed, and two drums beating,"
towards freedom in St. Augustine in the Province of Florida. On
their southward march the band of slaves burned plantations and
murdered all whites they encountered along the way, with the ex-
ception of an inn-keeper named Wallace who was considered a
"kind" slave master., Approximately six or seven buildings were
burned before the freedom-fighters were spotted by Lieutenant-
Governor William Bull who immediately spread the alarm and
alerted the militia.

Before the militia arrived, there was another witness
to the band of marching slaves. A Mr. Golightly observed the

went to the Presbyterian church located in Wiltown where the Rev-
erend Archibald Stobo was preaching to a numerous congregation

of planters from the quarter. Unfortunately for the rebels, the
law requiring that planters take weapons and ammunition to the
churches on Sundays was in effect at the Wiltown church. Conse-
quently, it was relatively easy to draft a militia from among the

or not the militia that emerged from Wiltown was the same militia
referred to by Lieutenant-Governor Bull. Presumably it was a dif
ferent group.) left the church immediately under the command of
Mr. Bee in pursuit of the slave army which had increased in num-
bers as other slaves joined the group of rebels.

By the time the militia reached the slave army, they had
marched to a site approximately twelve miles from the area where
Mr. Golightly had originally observed them. According to avail-
able accounts of the insurrection, shortly before the militia
arrived, the slave army set fire to a plantation which has since
been referred to as '"Battlefield". The fire was extinguished but
a hole in the floor was permitted to remain open for many years,
as a memorial of the transaction.

insurgents and also rode out of their way to seek help. Golightly

members of the congregation. The militia (It is not clear whether
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd.) - 3

Persons either testifying or writing about the insurrec-
tion have differed regarding the manner in which the slave rebel-
lion was put down with relative ease. Several witnesses claimed
that the slaves were singing and dancing, supposedly from the in-
fluence of rum, which distracted their attention from the ap-
proaching militia. In other accounts, witnesses and historians
in turn, have claimed that a feeling of confidence swept over the
slave army and they deliberately slowed down their pace southward,
In fact, they were overtaken by the province militia. Regardless
of the particulars surrounding the defeat of the rebels, evidence
seems to verify the fact that the militia caught them off guard -
making defeat relatively easy.

During the encounter with the militia, fourteen freedom-
fighters were killed on the spot; and within ten days, about
twenty more, with a total of forty, brought down altogether. Al-
though some surrendered, the search continued months later for
the others who had escaped.

White residents of the province thought that blacks were
incapable of engineering a rebellion of their own; and so over-
emphasized the role played by the Spaniards of Florida in the
event, While it is true that the Spanish offered slaves their
freedom and that many had successfully escaped there, Spaniards
could not have been everywhere in the province stirring up troublg
in the slaves' quarters to justify white South Carolinians' con-
stant fear and agitation regarding slaves. The effect of the
Stono Insurrection was devastating. As Alexander Hewatt put 1it,
"All Carolina was struck with terror and consternation by this
insurrection." It is clear that the Spaniards posed a menace to
the province, yet, the real threat was harbored within the state,
within the slave quarter itself.

The Stono Insurrection exacerbated the fear and terror
already in the white population of the province. When the legis-
lative assembly met the same month, heated debates led finally
to one of the most comprehensive slave codes adopted in the Eng-
lish colonies. The law was designed to prevent further rebelliong
and provide the white population a measure of protection. The
law remained substantially unchanged until the Civil War, yet
slave rebellions and other acts of protest continued until slavery
was ended.
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