
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

103-F 

I 1. Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 1 ^ C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t 

Name Goddard House 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use v a c a n t 

Present owner I j o e l 

3. Description: 

Date 

I - : o r e v e t a l . 
1199 1/2 D e r r y I toad 
r l udson , >r.H, 03061 

1570 

R o l l 211 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

V /c rces t e r Gaze t t e  
Source 1 0 / 2 5 / 1 8 7 0 ' 

Style V i c t o r i a n Second Einp i re 

Architect E l b r i d g e Boyden 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) c a r r i a g e house 

Other features a s y m m e t r i c a l p l a n , 

s l a t e mansa rd , bay windov/s , open 

e n t r y p o r c h , rope m o u l d i n g s ana 
b r a c k e t s 

Altered 

Moved 

no 

no 

Date 

Date 

/\-r-»j- r- • A s s e s s o r s ' Book 1 , p . 15 
U T H - 5. Lot size: j ^ ^ ^ -L 20 ,076 s q . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre_ 

125' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20 ' 

S. C e c c a c c i 
6. Recorded by P f e i f f e r 

Organization ^-Q^^* H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc. 

£)a.te O c t o b e r 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 
Henry Goddard 

Original use ,.ocn-^ov^^^. 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same - vacant ca . l 975 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education -Religion 
Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts • settlement invention 
Commerce Z Z I Z Industry x Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Henry Goddard House i s a two-aud-one-half storey wood frame 
structure which rises from a foundation of dressed granite to a mansard 
roof covered w i t h hexagonal-pattern slates. The buil d i n g has an asyrrime-
t r i c a l plan w i t h a variety of rectangular and three-sided Lays on i t s 
three Fiajor elevations (nojith, east and west). At the structure's rear 
(south) i s a one-and-one-half storey kitchen e l l . Decorative elements 
of the building's facade (north) include an o r i g i n a l entry porch w i t h 
balustrade, double f r o n t doors, a rectangular two-storey bay w i t h a 
low pediment and paired brackets at the cornice. Most dormers of the 
house's main block have arched hoods, bracketed cornices and center 
f i n i a l s . Although currently neglected, the house i s i n o r i g i n a l con­
d i t i o n w i t h the exception of one bay of a rear porch which has been 
removed. 

Among the most elaborate exaraples of i t s style i n Worcester, the 
Goddard House i s also one of the very few buildings of i t s period to 
have had i t s a r c h i t e c t i d e n t i f i e d . The house was b u i l t for lienry Goddard 
who was a manager of the Washburn and Moen Wire Works. Goddard (1823-
190i|), a Worcester native, was the son of Benjamin Goddard, an early 
partner of Ichabod Washburn, vrith whom Benjamxin Goddard developed a 
process for drawing vjire v/hich became the basis of Worcester's e:ctensive 
wire industry. As early as 1814.3 or iSiiif., Henry Goddard began learning 
the trade of wire drav/er at the V/ashburn and i-loen m i l l s . Later Goddard 
succeeded his father as manager of V/ashburn and Keen's South V/orcester 
worlc^, a p o s i t i o n which Kenry Goddard occupied u n t i l I869 V7hen the 

(cont.) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

V/orcester Gazette, October 25, I87O (building notice) 

Nutt, G, History of V/orcester and I t s People, v o l . I I I , p.21 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Worcester 

Form No: 

103-? 

Property Name: Qo^dard House 

Indicate each item on inventoiy form which is being continued below. 

o 
South Worcester works vrere c 
North Works (Grove Street) a 
d i v i s i o n . I t i s l i k e l y that 
a f t e r his t ransfer, i n order 
Goddard spent his entire car 
r e t i r i n g i n I898 a f t e r f i f t y 
Henry Goddard v;as active i n 
ci t v ' s Common Council (i860, 
1865, 1868 and I869). 

losed and Goddard was transferred to the 
foreman of the v;ire-drawing and n a i l 

Godds.rd b u i l t frlP. Catherine Street shortly 
to be closer to the North V/orks, Henry 

eet i n the em.ploy of V/ashburn and I-Ioen, 
- f i v e years w i t h the f i r m . I n addition, 
l o c a l p o l i t i c s , serving as a member of the 
1852, 1873 and I87I4.) and as an alderman 

Staple to Inventory form at bott-
om 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


