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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present and Original Physical Appearance: Bullt in 1723, the Governor
Meshech Weare house!lls a rectangular two-story frame house with gable roof,
two interior chimneys, and clapboarded walls. The structure is five-bays wide
and was originally two bays deep\ Following a fire in 1957, the rear (or east
wall of the house was moved outward to double the oiii;P21 size of the rear

tier of rooms. An old rear two-story service wing was destroyed by fire in
1923 and the present rear wing was built in 1924-25,%

' |

'&he center door in the front, or west, facade is topped by a segmental
pediment and opens into a center hall that extends through the house. The
stalr is set against the left or north wall, the wainscotting of the hall is
original but the hall was widened to the south in the 1957 remodelling.\To
the right or south, are the dining room, where the wainscotting 1s modern,
and the kitchen. To the left of the hall are a parlor and a rear sitting
room. The parlor has its original panelling on the fireplace wall in place
and also retains its original wainscotting. All rooms have exposed corner
posts. A fire in 1957 seriously damaged the rear sitting room. The 18th

and a modern picture window was inserted in the rear wall at that time,.when
the rear wall was moved outward.

The center hall plan is repeated on the second floor and the four bedrooms
are divided into pairs. The northwest bedroom has a finely panelled fireplace
wall. Although considerably altered in the rear, the house retains its origin
exterior appearance in the front and much of the interior is still original.
The Governor Weare House is used as a private residence and is not open to
visitors. ' '
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century panelling on the fireplace wall there is a replacement of the original
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

”PolitiéalzjiThe home of Meshech Weare, President (or Governor) of
Hampshire (1776-1785) during the War for Independence, George Washfgfgpn

visited .this house in 1775, James Mdjspé“was,a guest in 1817, and Lafayette
in 1824.° S

Meshech Weare was born in Hampton Falls, New Hampshire, in 1713 and was
graduated from Harvard College in 1735. He was married twice, in 1738 and
1746, having two children by his first wife and 8 by his second. Weare had
expected to enter the ministry but abandoned his intention not long after
graduation. For some years he devoted himself: to the development and
management of his extensive farm property at Hampton Falls. He also studied
law and after 1745 gave steadily increasing attention to public affaiis.
From 1745 to 1755 he represented Hampton in the New Hampshire legislature,
and with ocassional interruptions this service continued until the overturn
of the royal govermment in 1775. This legislative experience was reinforced
by a wide variety of committee service, by three years as speaker, eight as
clerk, and by attendance at the Albany Congress in 1754. He was also a
justice in the superior court from 1747 to 1775 and a colonel in the militia.

Sixty-two years old when the Revolution began, Weare had many associations
with the royalist element and was naturally conservative. He viewed the
revolutionary movement with caution, and certainly with no pre-possession in
favor of measures the colonies were adopting. His .temperate advice at the
early provincial congresses aroused some opposition among the more radical
leaders, but when the break with Great Britain was irreparahblé his accession.
to the Revolutionary cause made him the outstanding civilian figure in his
state for the ensuing decade. Between 1776 and 1784 he served as president
of the Council which was charged with the executive functions of the state,
and in addition was chairman of the important committee of safety. He was,
as a result, in contact with both the continental and other state authoritiefs
and much more than a local leader.

In addition to his executive duties he was chief justice from 1776 to 1782
participated in many constitutional discussions, and exercised widespread
influence as a leader of public opinion. In 1784 he was elected as the first
president of New Hampshire (the title of governor did not come into use for
several years). A year later he resigned all offices because of failing healjth.

He was known for his equable temper, fairness, shrewdness, and honesty. He
died at Hampton on January 14, 1786 and was buried there.
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