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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-story frame rectangular-shaped, 19th century rural pro-
fessional office building in the Eastlake manner is sheathed with
clapboard and covered with a standing seam metal roof supported
by a stud frame truss and sits on stone piers which are concealed
by tin sheets. It is two bays wide and three bays deep and measures
approximately 39 x 15 feet. The gable ends are covered with
wooden shingles in alternate rows laid with staggered butts and
the ridge is perpendicular to the facade. The building features
a front porch with turned columns and millworked wood decoration,
stained and frosted glass windows, built-in book cases and a
teller's cage. Essentially the building has not been altered. The
teller’'s cage was added in the 1930's. The concrete porch and
brick dados on the exterior and the linoleum flooring and wall
paneling on the interiorwere added in the 1960's.
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The Law Office of{Governor Albert H. Robeg;é)is a well preserved
example of a typical 1&te~19tH century country town professional
office building. Built in the Eastlake manner, the elaborate wood
detail and millwork evidence the first imported building materials
from the shops of nearby cities made possible by the extension of
railroad lines. The scale and form of the structure are indicative
of the first urban fabric of late 19th century rural towns of
America.

Roberts rented this office from about 1901-13. He practiced in
Livingston until he became Governor of Tennessee from 1919-22. He
is best remembered for the Good Roads Project and it was he who
signed Tennessee's ratification of the 19th Amendment to the United
States Constitution which extended suffrage to women. Tennessee's
ratification gave the amendment the needed three-fourths majority
required for passage. It was also during Robert's administration
that women in Tennessee were allowed to own property. Miss Will
Harris was secretary to Roberts in his Livingston office preceding
his Governorship. She left his employment for that of Cordell Hull
and accompanied him to Washington where he was later Secretary of
State to President Roosevelt. Miss Harris remained his private
secretary through these years.
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