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The Town Hall Square Historic District i s comprised of about forty acres of land 
containing 54 buildings^ and structures* The Town Hall and the Dexter"^ist M i l l "̂-̂  
with the Shawme Pond extending south behind them form the visual center of the 
d i s t r i c t . The d i s t r i c t extends north, south, east, and west away from the Town 
Hall Square to encompass nine seventeenth century, fourteen eighteenth century, 
twenty-four nineteenth century (mostly Greek Revival) and seven modern buildings 
and structures. To the southwest l i e s the Shawme Pond, bordered by open fields. 
To the southeast i s modem twentieth century development and to the east i s late 
nineteenth century development, more related to Route 6A than to the Town Square, 
The entire d i s t r i c t , unified by the pond, numerous trees, spacious lawns and 
compatible building style&j i s a cohesive d i s t r i c t , related both histcarically.h 
and visually* • i. .v';,- .... j j - . . :.•...;: .-.-i s-i-i 

The Town Hall (#219), b u i l t i n 1S34| i s a 2 story white clapboard Greek Revival 
building. The portico i n antis has two fluted-Gr«ek Doric columns supporting the 
plain pediment, and four broad pilasters complete.the. facade,decoration. The, ; . , -
side elevations are five bays wide with 12/l2 windows on the second floor level. 
A 2 story clapboard addition was recently added to the rear to accommodate expanded 
town functions. 

To the east and slightly behind the Town Hall i s the Dexter Grist M i l l ( ^ 2 0 ) . 
The M i l l sits on the dike which was put up to dam Shawme Pond when Sandwhich was 
f i r s t settled i n 1637* T ^ town funded the reconstruction of the M i l l i n 196l» 
and the present building accurately represents the original structure. The gambrel 
roofed shingled building, with stone foundation and moving water wheel i s an 
important visual part of the'Town Hall Squard-, ' - • > — — -

Othf biiildings directly fronting on the^ Square- include the f i r s t Church of Christ 
and theMelatiah BoiJrne House. The First Church of Christ (#239) i s an elaborate 
Greek Revival clapboard struct\u-e b u i l t i n 1847 by Whittemore Peterson of • ^ • 
Duxbury from designs adapted from English architectural pattern books. The 
Melatiah Bourne House {#23&) i s a red salt box f u l l Colonial, with a pilastered 
central chimney, and was bxailt i n 1693. Also related Arisually to the square are 
the Sandwich Glass Museum, the Morse House, the Seth Freeman Nye House, and the 
Laywer's Office. The Sandwich Glass Museum {#2.65) i s on the north side of the \ ^ . 
square, facing west. The museum, a modern 2 story, 3 bay by 2 bay building, has cf'' 
a clapboarded facade and shingled ends, and f i t s i n admirably with the older 
buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . The interior displays one of the finest collections of 
glass i n the world, i n an innovative and attractive aanner, using natural l i g h t to 
show the glass to i t s best advantage. The Morse House (#196), b u i l t i n the 
seventeenth century and "modernized" i n IS30, i s 2 stories high, 5 bays wide and 

-S. deep, with various ells and additions to the rear. The center chimney, unusual 
i n a hip roof, i s a remnant of the seventeenth century house. The Seth Freeman 
Nye House (#212), on the west side of the square, i s a fine 2 story, clapboard 
Federal house with a delicate balustraded porch and detailed fan l i g h t and side 
lights. The front lawn slopes gradually to the square and sets off the architectural 
details of the house. The Lawyer's Office {#2Gk)i fronting on the square and a 
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l i t t l e south of the Nye House, was b u i l t by Judge Seth Nye i n I83O as his office 
and for use as a hearing room. I t i s a small building with double doors and a 
shallow hip roof. 

Main Street, coming into the square from the west, and Tupper Road, entering the 
square from the north, contain a mixture of seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth 
century residences, surrounded by large shade trees and pleasant lawns. Of 
particular note on Main Street are the Basset House (#192) which i s a 1693 "Cape", 
and the Timothy Bourne House (#188), a f u l l Colonial house b u i l t i n 1740 and set 
off by magnificant copper beach trees on the front lawn. At the northern most 
boundary of the d i s t r i c t on Tupper Road i s a small Federal brick residence, 
the Parson Goodwin House (j^CX);, b u i l t i n I815. I t i s the only brick house i n 
the d i s t r i c t and one of the few i n Sandwich. Also on Tupper Road i s the Moody 
House (#197). The right hand side of the house was b u i l t i n 1699 by Captain Seth 
Pope, and later additions were made i n the eighteenth century. The house has 
deteriorated i n the last few years but the restoration of the building i s now 
being considered. 

Grove Street, also containing a number of seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth 
century buildings, with no modern intrusions, faces Shawme Pond. The Newcomb 
Tavern (,^^10), c. I7O3 and the Dexter-Pope House {#20^) b u i l t i n 1693 are both 
f u l l Colonial buildings which greatly enhance the streetscape. The Lemuel Pope 
House (#207), a large shingled Georgian double house b u i l t i n 1794» faces north, 
presenting i t s gable end to the street. Farther south on Grove Street i s the 
f i r s t town cemetery situated on a small tree shaded penisula extending into the 
pond. The oldest legible stone i s dated 1683 and the earliest recorded 'gurial 
i s 1663, The cemetery i s no longer i n use; the last interment was i n 1939* 

Water Street, which extends southeast from the Town Hall Square, also contains 
buildings from the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and has three 
modern structures which are compatible with the other buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . 
The John Dillingham House, the Deacon ELdred House, the Hoxie House, and the 
"Lindens" are the most significant buildings on Water Street. The John Dillingham 
House (#240) i s a 2 story clapboard center chimney Colonial located on four acres of 
wooded land. The town recently bought the building i n order to preserve the land 
and w i l l s e l l the house, with preservation restrictions, to a private owner. The 
wooded land w i l l be kept by the town i n order to retain the rural backdrop next 
to the church and the east side of the Town Hall Square. 

The Eldred House (#224), b u i l t i n 1756, i s a 2 story clapboard building which 
was greatly altered i n the late nineteenth century. The town has bought the 
property and i s i n the process of restoring i t to i t s original condition; when 
completed, the house w i l l be used for town exhibits and meetings. 
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Farther south on Water Street i s the Hoxie House (#222), another town owned 
property. Thought to have been b u i l t c'167^ the house i s an example of an early 
saltbox farmhouse. The building was extensively restored i n 1959» and while 
most of the original structural members were retained the fireplaces and chimneys 
had to be rebuilt. The other houses on Water Street range i n style firom f u l l 
Colonial and Colonial Cape cottages to Greek Revival houses, with one transitional 
Greek Revival/ltalinate cottage. 

^4 

#9 
east then north to the north l o t line of the Melatiah Bourne House (#238), then 
follows the back l o t lines of the properties along Water Street, to the intersection 
of Water Street and Beale Street, then runs west on the west l o t line of the 
bam (#223b), then north along the back l o t lines of the Tobey House (223a) and 
the Farm Cottage (#225), then runs west across the Shawme Pond to the south l o t 
line of the E l l i s House {#206), then north along the back l o t lines of the houses 
along Grove Street to Main Street, thenwest along the front l o t lines of the 
houses on the north side of Main Street to the west l o t line of the Bourne House (^88). 
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Inventory of Structures i n Town Hall Square Historic District 

(nxirabers correspond to Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth) 

Inv.# Name Address Date 

188 Timothy Boiarne House 111 Main St. 1740 
189 George Burbank House 113 Main St. . 19th c. 
190 house 115 Main St. 19th c. 
191 Obed Butler Nye House 119 Main St. 19th c. 
192 Bassett House 121 Main St. 17th c. 
193 house 123 Main St. 17 th c. 
187 Fairview 125 Main St. 19th c. 
194 Belcher House 127 Main St. 19th c. 
196 Morse House 118 Tupper Rd. ' 17th C./1830 
410 house 116 Tupper Rd. mod. 
271 house 112 Tupper Rd. 1840» s 
197 Moody House 110 Tupper Rd. . 1699 
198 house 108 Tupper Rd. 1840' s 
199 house 106 Tupper Rd. , • . 1840' s 
441 house 104 Tupper Rd. mod. 
200 Parson Goodwin House 100 Tupper Rd. 1815 
263 Pope Boathouse Grove St. 19th c. 
218 Newland House 19 Grove St. 19th c. 
217 Old Town Cemetery Grove St. 1663 
206 E l l i s House 22 Grove St. 17th c. 
158 house 20 Grove St. 19th c. 
207 Lemuel Pope House 14 Grove St. _ - 1794 
208 house 12 Grove St. 19th c. 
209 Dexter-Pope House 10. Grove St. 1699 
210 Newcomb Tavern 8 Grove St. 1703 
211 house 6 Grove St. 19th c. 
264 Seth Nye Lawyer's Office 4 Grove St. 1830 
212 Seth Freeman Nye House 2 Grove St. 1830 
213 house 120 Main St. 1788 
265 Sandwich Glass Museum Tupper Rd. mod. 
219 Town Hall Town Hall Square 1834 
220 Dexter Grist M i l l Town Hall Square mod(recon.) 
238 Melatiah Bourne House 138 Main St. 1693 
239 First Church of Christ Town Hall Square 1847 
240 John Diningham House 1 Water St. 1746 
241 house 5 Water St, 19th c. 
242 Colonel Norton's Cottege 7 Water St. 18th c. 
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Inventory (continued) 
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243 Lemuel Diningham House 9 Water St. 18th c. 
302 house 11 Water St. 18th c. 
516 house 13 Water St. mod. 
244 Heald House ' • • 15 Water St. 1870's 
299 Fessenden House , 13 School St. 1790 
500 house 19 Water St. mod. 
245 "The Lindens" - 23 Water St. 1743 
246 house , 25 Water St. 18th c. 
247 Tobey House 27 Water St. 1840»s 
223b barn 24 Water St. . , '... 1845 
223a Deacon Tobey House 24 Water St. 1724 
225 Farm Cottage 22 Water St. 18th c. 
475 house 20 Water St. mod. 
222 Hoxie House 18 Water St. 1675 
301 Percival House 8 Water St. 18th c. 
221 house 6 Water St. 19th c. 
224 Deacon Eldred House 4 Water St. 1756 
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The Town Hall Square Historic District i n Sandwich i s the siie_M ±hej_.first settlement 
on Cape Cod. Established i n 1637 and incorporated i n 1639» the community retained 
i t s agricultui*al character u n t i l 1825 when the town was transformed by the 
establishement of the Sandwich Glass Works. The town's prosperity as an industrial r 
community lasted u n t i l 1888 when the -facfcory was closed and the town returned LU--. 
to i t s agricultural pursuits. Sandwich today has retained i t s early nineteenth •,: j.vxv 
centm-y character with many reminders of the seventeenth and eighteenth century 
and few intrusions from the twentieth century. . ^ 

The core of the seventeenth century settlement was the Dexter Grist M i l l (j^^20) 
which stands on the old dike b u i l t to dam the M i l l Stream and form the Shawme 
Pond. The site had obvious attractions for the f i r s t settlers; a stream for I 
water power, a mixed forest of pine and oak for fuel and timber, and extensive 
marshes of salt hay for bedding and fodder for cattle, ly^les Standish and John 
Alden case down to Sandwich from Plymouth as commissioners to help lay out the 
boundaries of the new town which started as a farming community. As the settlement 
grew the farm lands spread outward away from the town center, and the broad 
fields between the earliest houses were- gradually f i l l e d . Nine of the buildings 
erected i n the original seventeenth century settlement s t i l l remain as well as 
fourteen b u i l t i n the eighteenth century. 

Although Sandwich tried for a brief time at the turn of the eighteenth centiiry 
to become a seafaring community, the lack of a good harbor doomed this effort. 
The town continued therefore, as a typical early farming community, u n t i l 1825 
when Doming Jarves b u i l t his glass factory. The Sandwich Glass Works, which 
turned Sandwich into one of New England's f i r s t industrialized villages, brough 
prosperity and wealth to the community. The Sandwich Town Hall {#219) b u i l t i n 
1837 and the First Church of Christ (#239) b u i l t i n 1847, are both fine examples Ĵ T-V,̂ "" 
of the Greek Revival style, which reflected this new era of prosperity and pride .-' 
i n Sandwich. •'-•"j 

By 1850, the glass factory employed some 500 "hands" including many skilled ;i: ,,„.., 
artisans drawn from European coxintries, and tumed out 100,000 pounds of glass r̂ _̂ 
a week for markets at home and abroad. The glass factory closed down i n 1888, 
and the last of i t s brick buildings was torn dojgn i n the 1930'.s but the Sandwich 
Glass Museum, attractively housed i n a modem building facing Town Hall Square, contains 
the finest collection of Sandwich glass i n the country, and serves as a reminder 
of the town's most prosperous era. 

The Town Hall Square Historic District has been v i r t u a l l y unaltered since the mid-
nineteenth century. I t J.s_ significant as an almost intact early nineteenth century 
village with buildings from three centuries, resting comfortably side by side, giving 
us a glimpse of the past. 
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Sandwich District gives 

a glimpse of history 
ANDWICH — The Town Hall Historic 
Irict. which has remained virtually 
llerejd since the mid-19th century, 
es us a lovely glimpse of the past with 
Idings from three centuries. The district 

of the first settlement on Cape Cod. 
been approved recently for inclusion in 
National Register of Historic Places by 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
'd was received by State Secretary 
ll Guzzi. Chairman of the Commission, 
n Gary' Everhardt, Director of the 
ional Park Service in the United States 
arlment of the Interior, 
stablished in 1637 and incorporated in 
). the community retained its 
icnltural character until 1825 when the 
n was transformed by the establish-
it of the Sandwich Glass Works. The 
n's prosperity as an industrial 
imunity lasted until 1888 when the 
ory was closed and the town returned 
its agricultural' pursuits. Sandwich 
jy has retained its early 19th century 
racier with many reminders of the 17th 
18th centuries and few intrusions from 
20th century. 

he core of the 17lh century settlement 
the Dexter Grist Mill which stands on 

old dike built to dam the Mill Stream 
form the Shawme Pond. The site had 

ious attractions for the first settlers: a 
am for water power, a mixed forest of 

and oak for fuel and timber, and 
nsive marshes of salt hay for bedding 
fodder for cattle. Myles Standish and 

John Alden came down to Sandwich from 
Plymouth as commissioners to help lay 

out the boundaries of the new town which 
started as a farming community. Nine of 
the buildings erected in the original 17th 
century settlement still remain as well as 
fourteen built in the 18th century. 

Although Sandwich tried for a brief time 
at the turn of the 18th century to become a 
seafaring confimunity. the lack of good 
harbor doomed this effort. The town 
continued therefore, as a typical early 
farming community, until 1825 when 
Deming Jarves built his glass factory. The 
Sandwich Glass Works, which turned 
Sandwich into one of New England's first 
industrialized villages, brought prosperity 
and wealth to the community. The 
Sandwich Town Hall, built in 1837 and the 
First Church of Christ, built in 1847, are 
both fine examples of the Greek Revivat 
style, which reflected this new era of 
prosperity and pride in Sandwich. 

By 1850, the glass factory employed 
some 500 "hands'" including many skilled 
artisans drawn" from i European 
countries, and turned out 100,000 pounds of 
glass a week for markets at home and 
abroad. The glass factory closed down in 
1888. and the last of the brick buildings was 
lorn down in the 1930's but the Sandwich 
Glass Museum, attractively housed in a 
modern building facing Town Hall Square, 
contains the finest collection of Sandwich 
glass in the country, and serves as a 
reminder of the town's most prosperous 
era. 

The District is comprised of about 40 
acres of land containing 54 buildings and 
structures."The Town Hall and the Dexter 
Grisi Mill with the Shawme Pond 
extending South behind them form the 
visual center of the district. In addition to 
buildings already mentioned, the District 
includes the Melatiah Bourne House, the 
Morse-House, the Seth Freeman Nye 
House, the Lawyer's Office, the Basset 
House, the Parsons Goodwin House, the 
Timothy Bourne House. The Moody House, 
the Newcombc Tavern, the Lemuel Pope 
House. Jhe John Dillingham House, the 
Eldred House. Colonel Norton's Cottage. 
Farm Collage and many others. -

SERENITY ... The Dexter Grist Mill, rear view (above) 
mark. This attractive house (left) stands in the Historic I 
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Retirement Plarl 
A Cape Cod Five Retirement Plan is a norisk investment, earning high savings bank interest, 
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YESTERDAY AND TODAy...Send.v;ch Town Had doiniiiates the center of the Town Hall Historic District, with the First 
Church of Christ in the bsckgrtiijnd. The disttic; has been approved recently for inclusion in the National'Register of His­
toric Places. (See story, Page 3.) , . ' 
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INSTITUTIONAL: 

'.^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP Predominantly residential d i s t r i c t of 47 si g n i f i c a n t frame, 1%-^2%-story buildings^ includ-

ingj^ the "Cape" style Basset House (1693)/^ the Colonial Timothy Bourne kouse (1740)/<\ the Ederal style Parson Goodwin house 

(1815)^wiLh iLtj ULiusuaily nai'i'DW'tiiatTl'tl1j3T!tî i?\ and the Greek Revival Town Hall (1834)^ with i t s massive d i s t y l e p o r t i c o / i n / 

antis. Site of the f i r s t settlement on Cape Cod, 1637; became industrialized with-feb«-opening of the Sandwich Glass Works, 

1825; retains 19th C. character due to decline a f t e r closing of the'qiass works i n 1888. 
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