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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Town Hal | Square Historic District i s conprised of about forty acres of |and
containing 54 buildings® and structures* The Town Hal|l and the Dexter"”ist M || "™
with the Shawne Pond extending south behind themform the visual center of the
district. Thedistrict extends north, south, east, and west away from the Town
Hal | Square t o enconpass nine seventeenth century, fourteen eighteenth century,
twenty-four nineteenth century (mostly Geek Revival) and seven nodernbuil di ngs
and structures. Tothe southwest |ies the Shawne Pond, bordered by open fields.
To the southeast i s nbdemtwentiethcentury devel opnent andto the east i s late
ni neteenth century devel opnent, nore related to Route 6Athan to the Town Square,
The entire district, unified by the pond, numerous trees, spacious |awns and
conpatible building style& is a cohesive district, related both histcarically.h
and visually* e i Ni,- jj-- e e Si-i

The Town Hal | (#219), built in 1S34] is a2 storywhite clapboard Geek Revival
building. Theportico inantis has tw fluted-G«ek Doric columms supporting the
plain pediment, andfour broad pilasters conplete.the. facade, decoration. The, ;., -
side elevations are five bays wide with 12/12 wi ndows onthe second floor level.

A 2 story clapboard addition was recently added to the rear to acconmodat e expanded
townfunctions.

To the east andslightly behind the Town Hal |l i s the Dexter Grist Mill (~20).

The Mill sits onthe di ke which was put upto damShawe Pond when Sandwhi ch was
first settled i n 1637* T~ town funded the reconstructionof the M|l in 196l »
and the present building accurately represents the original structure. The ganbrel
roof ed shingled building, with stone foundation and noving water wheel i san
important visual part of the Town Hal |l Sguard-, ' -e> — -

Othf biiildings directly fronting onthe® Square- i nclude the first Church of Chri st

and theMel atiah BoiJrne House. TheFirst Church of Christ (#239) i s anelaborate

QG eek Revival clapboard struct\u-ehbuilt in 1847 by Wittenore Peterson of o N e
Duxbury from designs adapted from English architectural patternbooks. The

Mel atiah Bourne House {#23&) i s ared saltbox full Colonial, with a pilastered
central chimmey, and was bxailt i n 1693. Also related Arisually to the square are

the Sandwi ch d ass Miseum the Mrse House, the Seth Freenman Nye House, andthe
Laywer's Office. The Sandwi ch @ ass Miseum{#265) i s onthe north side of the \~.
square, facingwest. The nuseum a nodern 2 story, 3 bay by 2 bay building, has cf"
a clapboarded facade andshingled ends, andfits i nadmrably withthe ol der
buildings i nthe district. Theinterior displays one of the finest collectionsof
glass i nthe world, i naninnovative andattractive aanner, using natural lightto
showthe glass to its best advantage. The Mrse House (#196), built in the
seventeenth century and"nodernized" i n1S30, i s 2 stories high, 5bays wide and

-S deep, with various ells and additionsto the rear. The center chinmmey, unusual

in ahiproof, is aremant of the seventeenth century house. The Seth Freenan

Ne House (#212), onthe west side of the square, i s afine 2 story, clapboard
Federal house with a delicate balustraded porch and detailed fan |ight and side
lights. Thefront lawn slopes gradually to the square andsets of f the architectural
details of the house. The Lawer's Office {#2Gk)i fronting onthe square and a
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little south of the Nye House, was built by Judge Seth Nye i n 1830 as his office
and for use as a hearing room | tis asmll building with double doors and a
shal l ow hip roof.

Main Street, comng into the square from the west, and Tupper Road, entering t he
square from the north, contain a mxture of seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth
century residences, surrounded by | arge shade trees and pleasant |awns.
particular note on Main Street arethe Basset House (#192) which i s a 1693 " Cape",
and the Tinothy Bourne House (#188), a full Colonial house built in 1740 and set
off by magnificant copper beach trees onthe front lawn. At the northern nost
boundary of the district on Tupper Road i s a smal| Federal brick residence,

the Parson Goodwi n House (j~CX);, built inl1815. 1 tisthe only brick house i n
the district and one of the fewi n Sandwi ch. Also on Tupper Road i s the Mbody
House (#197). The right hand side of the house was built in 1699 by Captain Seth
Pope, and | ater additions were nmade i n the eighteenth century. The house has
deteriorated i nthe last fewyears but the restoration of the building i s now
being considered.

Qove Street, also containing a nunber of seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
century buildings, with no nodern intrusions, faces Shawe Pond. The Newconb
Tavern (,™10), c. 17 and the Dexter-Pope House {#20") built i n 1693 are both
ful'l Colonial buildingswhich greatly enhance t hestreetscape. The Lenuel Pope
House (#207), a large shingled Georgian double house built i n 1794» faces north,
presenting its gable endtothe street. Farther south on Gove Street i s the
first town cemetery situatedon a small tree shaded penisula extending intothe
pond. The ol dest legible stone is dated 1683 and the earliest recorded 'gurial
s 1663, The cemetery i s no longer inuse; the last interment was i n 1939*

Vter Street, which extends southeast from the Town Hal| Square, al so contains

buil dings from the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and has three
nmodern structures which are conpatible with the other buildingsinthe district.

The John Dillingham House, the Deacon ELdred House, the Hoxie House, and t he
"Lindens" arethe nost significant buildings on Water Street. The John Dillingham
House (#240) i s a 2 story clapboard center chinney Col onial |ocated on four acres of
wooded | and. The town recent!|y bought the building i n order to preserve the |and
and will sell the house, with preservationrestrictions, toa private ower. The
wooded | and will be kept by the town inorder toretain the rural backdrop next

to the church and the east side of the Town Hal | Square.

The Eldred House (#224), built in 175, is a2 story clapboard building which
was greatlyaltered i nthe late nineteenth century. The town has bought t he
property andisinthe process of restoring it toits original condition; when
conpl eted, the house will be used for town exhibits and neetings.
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#7

Farther south on Water Street i sthe Hoxi e House (#222), another town owned
property. Thought t o have beenbuilt ¢' 167~ t he house i s an exanpl e of an early
saltbox farmhouse. The buildingwas extensively restored i n1959» and while

most of theoriginal structural nenbers were retained the fireplaces and chi meys
had t obe rebuilt. The other houses on Water Street range i nstyle firomfull

Col oni al and Col oni al Cape cottages t o Geek Revival houses, with one transitional
Geek Revival/ltalinate cottage.

#9

east then north tothenorth [ ot line of the Melatiah Bourne House (#238), then

follows theback | ot |ines of theproperties along Wter Street, t othe intersection
of Water Street and Beal e Street, then runs west onthewest | ot line of the

bam (#223b), then north along the back | ot Iines of the Tobey House (223a) and

the FarmCottage (#225), then runs west across the Shawe Pond t ot he south | ot

line of theEllis House {#206), then north along the back | ot [ines of the houses

along Gove Street t oMain Street, thenwest along thefront | ot lines of the

houses onthenorth side of Main Street t othewest | ot line of the Bourne House ("88).
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188
189
190
191

192
193
187
194
196
410
271

197
198
199
441

200
263
218
217
206
158
207
208
209
210
211

264
212
213
265
219
220
238
239
240
241

242

Nane

Ti not hy Boi arne House
Geor ge Bur bank House
house

(bed Butler Nye House
Bassett House

house

Fai rview

Bel cher House

Mor se House

house

house

Mbody House

house

house

house

Par son Goodw n House
Pope Boat house

New and House

Od Town Cenetery
Ellis House

house

Lenuel Pope House
house

Dext er - Pope House
Newconb Tavern
house

Seth Nye Lawyer's Office
Seth Freenan Nye House
house

Sandwi ch @ ass Miseum
Town Hal |

Dexter Grist Mill

Mel ati ah Bour ne House
First Church of Christ
John Di ni nghamHouse
house

Col onel Norton's Cottege

Addr ess

111 Main St.
113 Main St.

115 Main St.

119 Main St.

121 Main St.

123 Main St.

125 Main St.

127 Main St.

118 Tupper Rd. '
116 Tupper Rd.
112 Tupper Rd.
110 Tupper Rd.
108 Tupper Rd.
106 Tupper Rd. , e
104 Tupper Rd.
100 Tupper Rd.
Qove St .

19 Gove St.
Qove St .

22 Qove St .

20 Gove St .

14 G ove St. -
12 G ove St.

10. G ove St.

8 GQove St.

6 GQoveSt.

4 QoveSt.

2 Qove St.

120 Main St.
Tupper Rd.

Town Hal | Square
Town Hal | Square
138 Main St.
Town Hal | Square
1 Water St .

5 Water St

7 \ter St.

Dat e

1740

19th

19th

19th

17th

17th

19th

19th
17th C /183

nod.

1840» s

1699

1840' s

1840' s

nod.

1815

19th

19t h

1663

17th

19th c.

1794

19th c.

1699

1703

19th c.

1830

1830

1788

nod.

1834

mod( recon. )

1693

1847

1746

19th c.

18th c.

COo0000O0

0o

o
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243
302
516
244
299
500
245
246
247
223
223
225
475
222
301
221
224

#

b
a

Nane

Lenuel Di ni ngham House

house
house
Heal d House

Fessenden House

house

"The Lindens"

house
Tobey House
barn

Deacon Tobey House
Farm Cot t age

house
Hoxi e House

Percival House

house

Deacon El dred House

ITEM NUMBER

$f Address

9 Wter St.
11 Water St.
13 Water St.
15 Water St.
13 School St.

19 Vater St

23 Water St.
25 Water St .
27 \Wter St .
24 \Nat er St .
24 \Nater St .
22 \\ater St .
20 Water St .
18 Water St.
8 Vater St.
6 Water St.
4 \Mter St.
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Dat e

18th c.
18th c.
nod.
1870' s
1790
nod.
1743
18th c.
1840»s
1845
1724
18t h c.
nod.
1675
18th c.
19th c.
1756
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

The Town Hal | Square Historic District i nSandwich i sthesiie Mdzhg .first settlenent
on Gape CGod. Established i n1637 andincorporated i n 1639 t he comunity retained

its agricultui*al character until

establishenent of the Sandw ch d ass Wrks.
comunity lasted until 1888when t he-facfcory was closed andthe town returned LU-.
Sandwi ch today hasretainedits earlynineteenth o j.wv
centmy character with nany remnders of the seventeenth and eighteenth century

and fewintrusions fromthetwentiethcentury. . A

to its agricultural pursuits.

1825 when t he town was transformed by the

The town's prosperityas anindustrial r

The core of the seventeenth century settlement was t he Dexter Grist Mill (j""20)
built todamtheMi |l Streamand form t he Shawne

Pond. The site had obvious attractions forthefirst settlers; a stream for I
water power, a mxed forest of pine and oak for fuel andtinmber, and extensive
marshes of salt hay f or bedding and fodder forcattle, Ily*es Standish and John

Al den case down t o Sandwi ch from Pl ynouth as comm ssionerst o help | ay out the
boundaries of the newtown which started as a farmng community. As the settlement
grewthe farm lands spread outward away from the town center, andt he broad

fields between the earliest houses were- gradually filled. N ne of the buildings
erected i nthe original seventeenth century settlement still remain as well as
fourteen built i nthe eighteenth century.

whi ch stands onthe ol ddike

Al'though Sandwich tried forahbrief time at theturn of the eighteenth centiiry
to becorme a seafaring coomunity, thelack of a good harbor dooned this effort.
The town continued therefore, as atypical early farmng commnity, until 1825
when Domi ng Jarves huilt hisglass factory.
turned Sandwi ch into one of New England' s first industrialized villages, brough
comunity. The Sandw ch Town Hal | {#219) built i n
1837 andthe First Church of Christ (#239) built i n1847, are both fine exanpl es vy
of the Geek Revival style, which reflected this newera of prosperityandpride

prosperity andwealth tothe

in Sandwi ch.

The Sandwi ch d ass Wrks, which

[

i.l]

By 1850, the glass factory enployed sone 500 "hands" including rmany skilled i

artisans drawn from European coxintries, andtumed out 100, 000 pounds of glass r™

a week for markets at hone and abroad. The glass factory closed down i n 1888,

and thelast of its brick buildingswas torn dojgni nthe 1930'.s but t he Sandwi ch
d ass Muiseum attractively housed i na nmodembuilding facing Town Hal | Square, contains
the finest collection of Sandw ch glass i nthe country, and serves as a rem nder

of thetown's nost prosperous era.

The Town Hal | Square Historic District has been virtually unaltered since themd-
nineteenth century. It Js significant as an alnmost intact early nineteenth century
village with buildingsfromthree centuries, resting confortably side by side, giving

us a glinpse of the past.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Town Hall Square Historic Barnstable, 75001914
District Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
J<_Photographs (#1)

USGS Map
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Sandwich District gives

a glimpse of history

ANDWICH — The Town Hall Historic
Irict. which has remained virtually
llerej]d since the mid-19th century,
es us alovely glimpse of the past with
Idingsfrom threecenturies. Thedistrict
of the first settlement on Cape Cod.
been approved recently for inclusion in
National Register of Historic Placesby
M assachusetts Historical Commission,
'‘d was received by State Secretary
[l Guzzi. Chairman of the Commission,
n Gary' Everhardt, Director of the
ional Park Service inthe United States
arlment of the Interior,
stablished in 1637 and incorporated in
). the community retained its
icnltural character until 185 when the
n was transformed by the establish-
it of the Sandwich Glass Works. The
n's prosperity a an industrial
imunity lasted until 1883 when the
ory was closed and the town returned
its agricultural’ pursuits. Sandwich
jy has retained its early 19th century
racier with many reminders of the 17th
18h centuries and few intrusions from
20th century.

he core of the 17Ih century settlement
the Dexter Grist Mill which standson
old dike built to dam the Mill Stream
form the Shawme Pond. The site had
ious attractions for the first settlers. a
am forwater power, a mixed forest of
and oak for fuel and timber, and
nsive marshes of salt hay for bedding
fodder for cattle. Myles Standish and

John Alden came down to Sandwich from

Plymouth as commissioners to help lay
out the boundaries of the new town which
started as a farming community. Nine of
the buildings erected in the original 17th
century settlement still remain as well as
fourteen built in the 18th century.

Although Sandwich tried for a brief time
a the turn of the 18th century to become a
seafaring confimunity. the lack of good
harbor doomed this effort. The town
continued therefore, as a typical early
farming community, until 185 when
Deming Jarvesbuilt his glassfactory. The
Sandwich Glass Works, which turned
Sandwich into one of New England's first
industrialized villages, brought prosperity
and weadth to the community. The
Sandwich Town Hall, built in 1837 and the
First Church of Christ, built in 1847, are
both fine examples of the Greek Revivat
style, which reflected this new era of
prosperity and pride in Sandwich.

By 1850, the glass factory employed
some 500 "hands™ including many skilled
artisans drawn"  from i European
countries, and turned out 100000 pounds of
glass a week for markets a home and
abroad. The glass factory closed down in
1888 and the last of the brick buildings was
lorn down in the 1930s but the Sandwich
Glass Museum, attractively housed in a
modern building facing Town Hall Square,
contains the finest collection of Sandwich
glass in the country, and serves as a
reminder of the town's most prosperous
era

The District is comprised of about 40
acres of land containing 54 buildings and
structures."The Town Hall and the Dexter
Grisi  Mill with the Shawme Pond
extending South behind them form the
visual center of the district. In addition to
buildings already mentioned, the District
includes the Melatiah Bourne House, the
Morse-House, the Seth Freeman Nye
House, the Lawyer's Office, the Basset
House, the Parsons Goodwin House, the
Timothy Bourne House. The Moody House,
the Newcombc Tavern, the Lemuel Pope
House. Jhe John Dillingham House, the
Eldred House. Colond Norton's Cottage.

Farm Collage and many others. -

Wedneday, Deoan

SERENITY ... The Dexter Grist Mill, rear view (above)
mark. This attractive house (left) stands in the Historic |

Retirement Plarl

A Cape Cod Five Retirement Plan is a norisk investment, earning high savings bank interest,
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inued to Page 6 YESTERDAY AND TODAYy...Send.v;ch Town Had doiniiiates the center of the Town Hal Historic Digtrict, with the First
Church of Chrig in the bsckgrtiijnd. The disttic; hes bean gpproved recently for inclusion in the Natlond Regiger of His
toric Faces (S story, Pae 3) ,
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Ftinmy i3 K .~

iLh o (Lk bt
t'TYNAME as it appears oa federal register: '2)OTHER NAMES: nrrdnte of entry; county code’-
(?*'Town Hall Square Historic District -N731/75 001
city / t/lowii V|C|n|ty of Nt.ato County ({)NPS REGION.
[ e yregular pattern"ceTetetli aroundyAgauare>» oandwich Barnstabl e N. Atlantic
| .7) OWN?R GPRIVSTf DSTATE QMUNICIPAL acCJINTTCAMVTiPiiXiFtDCRAUagency name) ~ A Odcii ./y , LA ©ADMINISTRATOR :
'9) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER + HiL ~ FUNDED? DYFS DKO @CONGRESS. DISTRICT \*2>TH  @SOURCE of NOMINATION JySTATE  « FEDERAL
) if state who prepared form?
NATIONAL >:EGi;U8 KiSIOfilC OISTijlCI? (*WITHIN NATIONAL hISTOIIC LANDMARK? i.3)ACAIEAGL
¢ B jiAM- B + ND + YES, NAVE r + NO /\O Ocrfes ¢ LOCAL DPRIVATE ORGANZATION
(CONDITION » deteriorated Ntei-ed t3*riginal site @ceatures: *SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 jaSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 /a*UBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3
~Nexcellent e ruins fl-unatered Dmoved 2DNOT INTACT-0 S Q NOT INTACT-0 g * NOT INTACT » O
~good Dunexposed * reconstructed Qunknown AjarINKNOWN-4 IAUNKNOWN-5 >aUNKKOWN-S
fHIB.IT Dunexcavated * excavated 50NOT APPLICABLE-7 2a NOT APPLICABLE-8 S o NOT APPLICABLE-9
.S'"ACCESS GYES-Restricted .0VES-Unrestricted « No Access <« Unknown (S)ADAPTIiyE USE DYESJANO SAVED? DYES IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT-J"yes”no
i"NAREAS OF SGNIFICANCE . . ENGINtERING-11 - LANDSCAPE ARCH.15 + POLITICS/GOVT." 21 - RECREATION-28 "CLAIMS: explain
+ ARCHEOLOGY-prehigti)ric-2 ~ DCOMMERCE-S « ENTERTAINMENT-26 + LAW-16 +  REIiGION-22 <<ja'SETTLEMENT-29 first'e
+  ARCHEOLOGY:-iiistoric-I *COMMUNICATIONS-? « EXPLORATION-12 . LITERATURE-17 . SCIENCE-23 +«URBAN PLANIING-31 ,Oldest* .
+  AGRICULTURE-3 + CONSERVATICN-8 *HEALTH-27 *MILITARY-18 + SOCIAL/HUHANITARIAN-24 + OTHER (SPECIFY)
AARCHITECTURE-4 1./' aECONQMICS-O INDUSTRY-13 « MUSIC-19 . SOCIAL/CULTUAAL-30 only' e
+ ART-5 + EOUCATION-I0 «~ INVEHTION-14 + PHILOSOPHY-20 «  TRANSPORTATION - 25 y
1,2 functions Ndates d Intid coiistructionV|(jAM/(X.-Y~ |9TH C FRETHNIC SROUP
1 VHN HITHALY SANHCANT: residential/govt./religious mga dtaations '
g GQHRENLY. residential/govt./religious historic e ents: NT-S'nVbhr OA CO* ffAisiM™
1;~architectural styie(s): Narchitect: “master builder: ~en”™neer:
i Colonial/Greek. Revival/Georgian
1”Mlandscape architect / garden designer: “interior decorator: A artist: partisan: (“builder/contractor:
PERSONAL:
EVENTS:
INSTITUTIONAL:

" "NATI ONAL REGI STER WRI TE- UP Predom nantly residential district of 47 significant frame, 1% "2% story buildings® includ-
ingj* the "Cape" style Basset House (1693)/" t he Colonial Tinothy Bourne kouse (1740)/<\ t he Ederal style Parson Goodw n house
(1815) " wi Lh iLtj ULiusuaily nai'i'DNtiiatTI'tI}j3TtiNA and t he Greek Revival Town Hall (1834)" with its massive distyle portico/in/

antis. Site of thefirst settlement on Cape Cod, 1637; becane industrialized wth-feb« opening of the Sandwi ch G ass Wr ks,

1825; retains 19th C character due todecline after closing of the' giass works i n1888.
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