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THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION page 1

SITE DESCRIPTION

Cape Poge Light is located on the Northeast point of Chappaquiddick Island
which is off the tip of eastern Martha's Vineyard. It is one of the

easternmost landfalls in Nawv England and on the route to Edgartown Harbor. It
is the flat, sandy spit of land, with dunes and low scrub.



Lighthouse # 10
page 2
IHEMATC

MACR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION

The only element is a conical, wood-framed tower (1893) rising 55' above water
level. It is the third on this site. A deteriorated, altered and abandoned
1851 keeper's dwelling is not included in this nomination. Coast Guard
records and published accounts indicate that Cape Poge Light has been moved or
reconstructed at least six times as a result of coastal erosion. An 1889 plan
shows an octagonal tower whereas 1907 and 1922 plans show a round tower
structure at two separate locations. The existing tower conforms to 1893
plans for a "Temporary" Light. This suggests that the light was moved rather
than reconstructed in 1922. The Coast Guard plans to relocate the light 500
southwest of the existing location using a skycrane helicopter during the fall
of 1986. The proposed relocation to land owned by the Trustees of
Reservations is necessitated by continuing erosion of the sand cliff.

TOMR Conical tower on wooden piers; shingled in wood; small entry
porch with low pitched, gabled, shingle roof with vertical
wooden siding; cove built out to support balcony.

Exterior
Windows: at level 1,2 and 4. The top window butts against the cove of
the balcony; others have pediment heads; all are boarded up at
present.
Balcony: consists of simple posts with knob top/upper rail and lower
rail near floor. [
Lantern: standard ten sided form, surmounted by intact ball vent and \
lightning rod; glass in all sections. Lower half cast iron,
paneled with elaborate U-shaped vent covers (cf.,'Brant Point,
#7)
Light Characteristics: flasher CG181, 12vDC, 300 m plaster lens
16 second flasher, CG6P, 120-3.05 A lamp. Daylight
Control S1065
Interior:

Nno access



LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS
THEVATIC GROP NOVINATION

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
18th century --beacon on site

1801 - four acres purchased from Marshall Jenkins, Martin Pease, and Joseph
Huxford for ?30.00.

1802 - tower 35' high, 19" diaineter at base, 7' top; surmounted by iron
lantern 4 1/2' diameter, 7'10" high. Wooden shingled; top covered with

||tTIII/\

copper, then lantern. Stone foundation, 5 flights of stairs. Keeper's House:

frame 1 1/2 story with basement; double chitmey, 15 x 32'; 2 rooms/floor.
1838 - lighthouse lost with eroding shoreline. Naw one set back.

1851 - keeper's dwelling (2 story, 31' x 58' x 30'), erected for $12,000.
house also built.

1853-59 - reflectors replaced with revolving red and white prisms.
1892 - conical wooden lighthouse set back 35' from the shore.
1922 - tower moved to present location.

1925 - garage, 15 x 23" x 10', constructed for 3500 (not included in
nomination).

1942 - lookout tower, 8' x 8' x 15', one story, one room, $250. 4' above
grade, windows, 4 sides, shingle roof, "novelty siding” (not included in
nomination).

Oil
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Poge Light-possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids to
navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1893, it is the third tower on
the site (first erected 1802) and one of only seven wood frame lighthouses in
the state. It meets criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic

Places as well as survey criteria 2a, 3a.
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

LH clarity

CH applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

)*10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property Al
Quadrangle name
UTM References

; X Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date _ _ Phone:

GPO 91 e-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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SITE DESCRIPTION

Poge Light is located on the Northeast point of Chappaquiddick Island
which is off the tip of eastern Martha's Vineyard. It is one of the
easternmost landfalls in New England and on the route to Edgartown Harbor. It
is the flat, sandy spit of land, with dunes and low scrub.
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LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSHTIS prsh 2
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION

MAJOR HEMENTS DESCRIPTION

The only element is a conical, wood-framed tower (1893) rising 55' above water
level. It is the third on this site. A deteriorated, altered and abandoned
1851 keeper's dwelling is not included in this nomination. Coast Guard
records and published accounts indicate that Cape Poge Light has been moved or
reconstructed at least six times as a result of coastal erosion. An 1889 plan
shows an octagonal tower whereas 1907 and 1922 plans show a round tower
structure at two separate locations. The existing tower conforms to 1893
plans for a "Temporary" Light. This suggests that the light was moved rather
than reconstructed in 1922. The Coast Guard plans to relocate the light 500
southwest of the existing location using a skycrane helicopter during the fall
of 1986. The proposed relocation to land owned by the Trustees of
Reservations is necessitated by continuing erosion of the sand cliff.

TOMER Conical tower on wooden piers; shingled in wood; small entry
porch with low pitched, gabled, shingle roof with vertical
wooden siding; cove built out to support balcony.

Exterior:

Windows: at level 1,2 and 4. The top window butts against the cove of
the balcony; others have pediment heads; all are boarded up at
present.

Balcony: consists of simple posts with knob top/upper rail and lower
rail near floor.

Lantern: standard ten sided form, surmounted by intact ball vent and
lightning rod; glass in all sections. Lower half cast iron,
paneled with elaborate U-shaped vent covers (cf.. Brant Point,
#7)

Light Characteristics: flasher CG181, 12vDC, 300 mn plaster lens

16 second flasher, CG6P, 120-3.05 A lamp. Daylight
Control S1065
Interior:

Nno access
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THEVATIC GROP NOVINATON

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
18th century - beacon on site

1801 - four acres purchased from Marshall Jenkins, Martin Pease, and Joseph
Huxford for 530.00.

1802 - tower 35' high, 19" diameter at base, 7' top; surmounted by iron
lantern 4 1/2' diameter, 7'10" high. Wooden shingled; top covered with
copper, then lantern. Stone foundation, 5 flights of stairs. Keeper's House:
frame 1 1/2 story with basement; double chimney, 15 x 32'; 2 rooms/floor.

1838 - lighthouse lost with eroding shoreline. New one set back.

1851 - keeper's dwelling (2 story, 31' x 58" x 30'), erected for $12,000. Oil
house also built.

1853-59 - reflectors replaced with revolving red and white prisms.

1892 - conical wooden lighthouse set back 35' from the shore.

1922 - tower moved to present location.

1925 - garage, 15 x 23' x 10', constructed for ?500 (not included in
nomination).

1942 - lookout tower, 8' x 8' x 15', one story, one room, 3250. 4' above
grade, windows, 4 sides, shingle roof, "novelty siding" (not included in
nomination).
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Poge Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids to
navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1893, it is the third tower on
the site (first erected 1802) and one of only seven wood frame lighthouses in
the state. It meets criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic

Places as well as survey criteria 2a, 3a.



AN

VAVEREL

'eSINPA

.57

CAPE POGE:
-LIGHT STAJ-JON MASS,-. ~ :: - V-

j HiH il Hi;
JILLL L

- PART SECTION AND ELEVATCN.

fTTH G- urnir-nxnc beixm. HT. t [tt Mtl



CAPE POGK

=1
00

JIn<<Bhiy*<. UGHT Ii"TATION, )
Ordar ofLiyht . Sific.6. /AM * Jnit-i0  Ig7i.
. ot 'i‘b"j‘d'l- MASS. lint BuUdtmt. wkm kutU _ljw
w» yl Lat. WIU'XG" If. WiwnrwbuUt — orrwrwatsd _ Jfh"tf (89
Long. 70'27'0<;'\V:

Jreamciotediaf” <timtik

R«.«rT?on 8urr«7«d JUTl.- 18U Jun*26.J689.bj E.PAUAMS. CE.. L.H. Surreyor.

A

— KxruKATioiva. —

Tht MafTinie HeeUnaUjin. m iSf'mu mittmaud in fSS$. bv evrnparUan af au/MufttUt*.
U havm kmwn|O'Z* tht dtchruiaan ax umt af 4un«x ee»» dturminsd. fy ob*tnmtu>n,
Pobxnj to  (taitW Counn gtren onplarx are THIM heemnt CvntounJ/taptrt.
*|4ffu7bwtr. A. Doubls Dm-ellinf. B FuHHouae. C.Old WfiU/ousr  J>  1"mluiy.
Boundary  of RxtnMwn.. Ftnee  Ji. Ste of wd IMellmy fUftwiM
«—UJf WLERm M.LWLit%m. * S»nt Sottnd.Jft Ung. S'S'ttp eta tfttw -

[I's

-fi-o -



OMB No. 1024-0018

NPS Fonn 10-900-a
Exp. 10-31-84

(3-82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces received4 mi
Inventory—Nomination Form Reetered "M~ J 7

Continuation sheet Item number Page f

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR
State MASSACHUSETTS

Nomination/Type of Review / Date/Signature

//\/\yAI\/\/\AI\/\_/\yS/\/\/\I\/\M//\:

Hospital Point Light Station BAAN"* AN AAA 0 AAN

Attest
i2. Graves Light Station |g~i»~4»sc/Veeper ANGAAAAN:-ANNNANANANRAR
Attest
23. Annisquam  Harbor Light Sation TC'tfeeper  ["yd AV AN MnCe-N Nv-irn.
HIXkmtA. THrnM~ Attest
The Beacon N » !/
Attest
. K)/(\’r" AS.  Bird Island l\ight J!»’tcl«ir(%j’\igtiéesf’\e/eper [-ANANN[NNNNDAN
Attest
i6. Borden Flats Light Sation® non -peeper NPCACESNN c.avNiM ~"AlS.
Attest
3*7. Boston Light Sation HKktmr® M itm yheper INUMMIAHQIMNCIANY
Attest
AOQ'" as. Brant Point Light station ~[j~jAMA' S At~ Neper NINENU--< LA
Attest
25. Butler Flats Light Station non ANNNper AAN AL xNANZERfr s AN
I Ul«d"’ Attest
|0. Cape Poge (Pogue) Light fctwmd Im«|l 1l .~Keeper

national l««IBtM!'?
Attest



WASO Form -177
("R" June 1984)

RRSUBMISSTON

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Cape Poge (Pogue) Light
(Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR)
Dukes County

MASSACHUSETTS
Intered in %Kr
resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection
CH appeal
Substantive Review: - sample  request [H appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * ho
7. Description
Condition Check one
excellent | I deteriorated unaltered
im good | lruins altered

o fair CH unexposed

Describe ttie present and original (if [(nown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CH dates

I I boundary selection

Working No

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due

Action:
.RETURN
.REJECT

Federal Agency:

* NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below r

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

CH context A 4
I lrelationship of integrity to significance

CH justification of exception

« other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed __ _ Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450


















Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

#o

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000282



