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AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATfON Concfre®sional District

STREET ANDNUMBER:
¥ Brattle Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge
COUNTY:
Massachusetts 25 Middlesex
[3. CLASSIFICALION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One)
Districi A Building . Public Public Acquisition: 55 Occupied
Site - Structure 0  Private (1 In Process I | Unoccupied
Object . Both I | Being Considered I | Preservation work
in progress
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
r~I Agricultural I I Government . Park 11 Transportation
I | Commercial I I Industrial m  Private Residence A Other (Specify)
Educational . Military Religious Recreation
Entertainment 1 | Museum I | Scientific

[4.., OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Cambridge Center for Adult Education, I nc,

42 Brattle Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge M assachusetts
[JTLQCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cambridge and Third Streets

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Cambridge M assachusetts

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Historic American Building Survey (40 50'4-9)

DATE OF SURVEY: 1938 Federal n State I 1 County
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
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Washington, D.C.
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7. DESCRIPTION
{Check One)

Excellent Good . Fo I | Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered « Moved (3 Originol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
/'The William Brattle House has a five-bay, two-story facade

with a ganmbrel roof, typical of early Georgian design i n
Cambridge. The bracketed <cornice and thelocation of the
second story wi ndows close under theeaves are common features
of theperiod. Clapboards are probably original although
corner boards nay have been added later and dormers are i n
the original location, i f not theoriginal condition. Wile
these features give thehouse a convincing early Georgian
appearance, several changes have occurred toalter details of
the facade. Original window sash and frames were replaced
probably i ntheearly 19t hcentury®, by 6/6 sash and lighter'
frames, and t he present blinds were added then as well. The
encl osed entrance vestibule i san 1891 addition, replacing a
bracketed hood of c. 1860.

The Brattle house has a two-room center-hall plan with a
three-run staircase whose main axis parallels the hall, a
plan found in other noderate-size houses of the period. The
carved spiral newel and the el aborate bal usters are origina
but the staircase itself had to be rebuilt after a fire in
1955. Much of the trimof the main roons has been renpved
but original paneling can be found in the right parlor where
the southwest wall is decorated with pilasters on pedestals
and ornate bol ection noldings over the mantel and doors. *

The Brattle estate comprised about 22 acresby 1801, which
today would include an area from Brattle Square to Ash Street
The grounds were always admred fortheir gardens, particular-I
ly i nthelate 18t hcentury when they were |andscaped wth

fruit trees and flowers, a mall, a pond, and a grotto as well,
The estate was divided i n 1801 and successively subdivi ded
throughout the 19thcentury until thelot was reduced toits

present size i n1889. The Brattle Hall (Longfellow, Al den S
Harl ow) was built at that time on the east end of the Iot;
additions have been constructed at the rear of thehouse since
that time t o accomodate expanded activities

In spite of thereduction i nsize of theproperty andits
location i nthemdst of dense devel opment, thepresei't | ot
with landscaped front yard, brick terracei,,”9" -Jiandsone wood
and granite fence (1847-8) i s remnisce]rt”"@E "*tih9,.-'e"igina
Brattle estate, and t heBrattle house /VeMelJS-aapeta™i® nmuch as
it didi nthel8th century.



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COouN TY
Middlesex
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation  Sheet)

(Number all  entries)

Canbri dge e WIlliamBrattle House, 42 Brattle Street

6.

Representation i nExisting Surveys

Title: Inventory of theHistorical Assets of Massachusetts
Date: 1967 Level: State
Depository: Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Address: Office of t heSecretary, State House, Boston, Mass.
Code: 20

Title: Historic Sites Study

Dat e: 1967 Level: State

Depository: Eastern Massachusetts Regional Planning Project,
Massachusetts Department of Public Wrks

Addr ess: 100 Nashua Street, Boston, Mass.

Code: 20

Title: Survey of Architectural History i n Canbridge
Date: 1964- Level : Local

Depository: Canbridge Historical Comm ssion

Addr ess: 57 Inman Street, Canbridge, Mass;

Code: 20



E SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (check  One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Pre-Columbion j . 16th Century g] 18th Century ~ 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century g] 19fh Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) c~~ 17 27

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor tginal Education K] Politicai |1 Urbon  Planning
[ I Prehistoric r~I Engineering . Religion/Phi 0  Other (Specifr)
Historic I t Industry iosophy H | Stori C
I | Agriculture I t Invention 1 i Science
A Architecture " Landscope f [ Sculpture
Art Architecture [XI' Socio I/Humon
I [ Commerce I | Literature itorian
I t Communications Military n Theater
I 1 Conservation . Music Q Transportotlisri®
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - Moo >

The William Brattle House is a significant- ,exa?Hpl® of-<(fearly
Georgian architecture in Cambridge, preseXc”&.,£00-d

trim and retaining its one-room deep, gambreS<£®il™'""'mass ,
in spite of later additions to the rear, and in the midst of
increasing density of surrounding development.-~..

The house was built about 1727 for William Brattle, a promi-
nent Canbridge |awyer and politician, who becanme major-general
of the Massachusetts Bay militia i n1771."Li ke many of hi s
nei ghbors further up thestreet which bears hi snane, Brattle
had*to flee Boston i n 1774 because of hi s Tory sympathies.
During the Revolution, thehouse accomodated Thomas Mifflin,
ai de-de-canp t o Washi ngton and comm ssary general. |1 n 1784
Wi lliam Brattle's son Thomas took back theestate, restored
the house, and improved t he grounds with extensive |andscaping,
The estate was broken up after Thomas'death i n1801, andi t
continued t obe subdivided throughout the 19t h century.

The history of theBrattle House dhanged significantly when i t
was sold i n1889 t othe Canbridge Social Union a group founded
in 1871 _to provide intellectual and social activity for young

adults i nthearea. Seeking nore space and permanant quarters,
the Union purchasedt heBrattle House andthe |4t tothe south-
east of t hehouse, made extensive renovations carefully retain-
ing nuch interior trim then built Brattle Hali (Longfellow,

Al den g Harlow, architects) at 40 Brattle street for lectures,
concerts, and dramatic presentations.

The role of the house changed again i n1938 when t he Union could
no longer be supported as a social agency and t he Canbridge
Center for Adult Education was formed t otake its place. The
Center sold Brattle Hall 1 n1948 and expanded t heBrattle House
itself totherear t oacconodate increased educational activi-
ties. Today the Center continues t o operate successfully,
fully*utilizing thespace i ntheoriginal Brattle House andits
additions throughout the year.

The mai ntenance of t he Georgi an character of t hehouse andits
successful adaptation t o changing uses marks a significant
exanple of historic preservation i n Canbridge.
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57 Inman Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA IION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I,aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

L . ) . . Chief, Office of Arctieology and Histglic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is;
National - . Local [on
Date yy
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7. Description.
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Bibliography.

_10.  Geographical Data.
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" CAMBR D= CENTER CHLEBRATES CENTENN AL OF
SERVI CE TO ADULT EDUCATI QN

By Dale Vivirito with James M Rankin, archivist

e hundred years ago, on January 24, 1871, a public meeting
sves held i nLyceum Hall, chaired by Emory Washburn %o after stating
the cbjcct cf themeeting, "-“cnt on t o advocate i nan eloquent
manner t he advantages and need of an institution i nCanbridge,
where tJiC young people of both sexes m ght nmeet and find facilities
for moral and mental improverent." Wat Enmory Washburn so passionate-
ly spoke of and transcribed by M. CD. Rice, Secretary, that winter
evening i stoday the Canbridge Center for Adult Education. Wat
was initially intended as a place where young adults mght find a
free reading roomand |ibrary and where by sone neans they m ght be
provided with "innocent anusenent and a nmeans for social and intel-
lectual culture during their leisure hours" has becone one of the
[argest and nmost Sijccessful centers for adult education i nthecountry
today. Currentlyinitsfall term the Canbridge Center for Adult
Education offers more than three hundred courses i nal |l areas of
the arts and humanities as well as special concert prograns, guest
lectures and rotatirig exhibits of faculty and student art and craft

wor K.

At thepublic meeting, M. Wshburn spoke of the Catholic Church,

an institution he thought far i nadvance of the Protestants at this

Dirtaor aJPMlcily, Dalt TiWrilil
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time, using i tas a.nodel, an institution with itsdoors "w de open
inviting people toenter toview theworks of art and listen to the
fine music and by such influences as these themnminds of the poorer,
as well as thenore cultured classes were aroused tonobler and

hi gher aspirations."

Also at that first public meeting was a M. W B Weden of
Providence, who first gave an account of the Providence Union for
Christian Works, an organization already meeting with great response,
then urged those present "nottoallow sectarianism religious or
secular tocreep into themanagenent of theplan, but entrustedal |
to work well together, feeling certain that patronage would not be
tolerated by thelower classes; and t]iat sectarian bigotry could not
be submtted to."

e of thenany clergy toattend themeting. Rev. A. B Mizzey,
was very much pleased to see that it "was an association forthe
benefit of young wonen as well as nen." Rev. Dr. Annable wasi n
favor of theproject and entrusted those present topursue their
objective "as nmen, not as Christians, but as humanitarians."

M. H 0. Houghton, whose wife was t o serve many productive years as one
of theDirectors hoped this plan would lead "to more union of feeling
in thecomunity."

Enory Washburn as well as theother original founders, a [ist
of nanmes that read like a turn of thecentury Canbridge Who's Wo:

W lliam Va ughn, who becanme thefirst Chair.man of t he Board, Rev.
Samuel Longfellow, one of thefirst vice-presidents, Legh R Pearson,
a founding Director and the Social Union's first libTWT lsn, Edmund

Miles, C .\. Wnthrop and ™FavV C-"corap, c*aed v'h* was |ater

THrizor o/ PuhUlty, Dak Tipinio
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incorporated as the Canbridge Social Union.
Wiat al | these people seem t o have been responding toii'a a
situation i nHarvard Square not greatly unlike what i stobe found
today--many young adults looking for something todo.
The Canbridge Social Union first opened it sdoors to anyone over

sixteen years of age upon payment of one dollar annual menbership i n

two rented roonms at Lyceum Kali. Having outgrown Lyceum Hall, vir-
tually before i t opened, theUnion noved first toPalner andBrattle
Streets, -.-.hgo a small riot ensued when the nunber cf applicants

scon exceeded t hephysical size of thefacilities--a situation with
which t he Canbridge Center one hundred years later i sstill quite
familiar. The Union noved next to 15 Brattle, once again increasing
its size.

O February 4, 1889, after fifteen years of operation, a pernanent
location was sought, one with a large hall for concerts, special pro-
grams and plays, “vhich m ght also be rented t o outside organizations
to bring i nincreased revenue. The Conmittee on New Roons went
searching for theproper setting. The price of land i nHarvard Square
proper was thought tooexorbitant and the Committee decided to buy
in thedirection they thouglit business would extend--down Brattle
Street.

The Social Union raised $12,000 through subscriptions and con-
tributions and bought two lots of 60 x 120 feet each, one of which
happened to include theancient brattle House. The house, contrary
to expectation, proved tobe i nsuch good condition that i twas

decided toput i ti nconplete repair.

It was found that by therenmoval of a chimey and sone partitions,

Dtrector oj Tuhlkity. Dait 'Vivirito
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anpl e room would be rmade on t helower floor for a reading-room
17 X 60 feet, occupying thewhole of the eastern side. O the
western side were tilro roons forthelibrary. Q1 thesecond floor
a suite of three roons over thereading-room afforded excell ent
accommpdations for theWrking-Girls' Club andfor theindustrial
branch of the Fenal e Humane Society, while over thelibrary were
the Directors' Roomwith Committee Roons adjoining.

Armid al | thechanges required for these pruposes theDirectors
thought t opreserve intact the "handsome old-style staircase and t he
panel |l ed wainscot of theparlor of this historic mansion of the
Brattles, which dates before the Revolution."

The house, however, afforded no opportunity for a hall necessary
for theUnion's weekly entertainments andlectures. Accordingly
on theportion of land between theBrattle House andits southern
nei ghbor. The University Press, the Social Union built Brattle Hall,
designed by Messrs. Longfellow, Alden, 8 Harlow of Boston. At that
time menbership of the Canbridge Social Union was over seven hundred
and thelibrary contained over 3000 vol umes.

The Canbridge Social Union continued togrow i nmenbership and
provide nmany free services foritsmenbeis, nmost of whomwere em
ployed i nsurrounding factories and businesses. These services
were not maintained solely through itsnenbership fee of one dollar.

The generous and nuch needed contributions of noney as well
as books andperiodicals by theUnion's nmany friends andDirectors
and also their involved and commtted participation i nthe actual

day-to-day running of theUnion were responsible foritscontinuing

efforts toprovide services that were sogreatly i ndenand.
Director of Publicity, Dait Tivirito
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As Mss WA Abbot, one of theUnion's Directors wrote i n the
Fifth Annual Report, "many a little makes a muckle." Mss Abbot
was referring specifically totheefforts of wonen who gave one
evening a week towrk at theUnion, but that ol dScotch proverb
applied toalmost all theefforts of those associatedwith the Union.

Wien repairs were necessary tothemuch used facilities, tlie
Committee of Roons di dthecarpentry and painting themselves, a
practice which continued into the 1940's.

In addition tolibrary privileges and entertainments consisting
WD ke xhibitions con.eerts, illustrated lect-ures, etc., the
educational department offered tonembers of theUnion, for an
additional feeof fifty cents for each half year of study, the
privilege of entering any of thegreat variety of classes taught
by Harvard students.

During World Vér |, theUnion began to decline i nthenunber
of services offered and also i nthenunber of gifts and contributions
received, nost of theoriginal benefactors having died or noved away
from Canbridge.

The rental of Brattle Hall was thechief source of revenue, but
after theexpenses for repairs and janitor service, this yielded
little noney for theUnion's other services. This decline continued
after theWwr and into thethirties with theUnion renting Brattle
Hall to thelLutheran and Christian Science Churches, as well as
protions of Brattle House tothefirst Canbridge Chapters of both
the American Red Cross and t he League of Vénen Voters.

In 1937, a dynanmic and visionary Canbridge attorney, Charles
Bol ster, became Chairman of a New Board of Directors and promptly

hired Ms. Francis GM Donovan of the Greater Boston Agencyf or

Director oj publicity. Vae TiwWto
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Social Services tonake a feasibility study for continuingthe

Union's activities. Ms. Donovan s-aggestcd three alternatives

for theUnion i nher report: 1. continuing toact as a social ser-
vice with thereasonable rental of space t o deserving organizations,

2. preserving Brattle House as an historic nonunent, and 3. providing
adult educational services. The Board chose thelast alternative and
entered into negociations with Mss Dorothy Hewitt, then Director

of theBoston Center for .\dult Education, fo-unded sone five years earlier.

The result was that on September 1, 1938, t he Canbridge Center
for Adult Education, an institution governea oy tlie t..anDridge Soci al
Union and run by t he Bos-eon Center offered seventeen evening courses
at Brattle House. Mss Florence D Chapin, one of theleaders at
the Boston Center from it sbheginning and one of theactive nenbers
of itsorganizing conmmttee, functioned as Director, Mss Lydia C
Ware was secretary and Dorothy Hewitt vas Executive Director for
both Centers.

In January, 1941, the Canbridge Center for Ad-ult Education
became an independently adm nistered institution and Lydia VWare was
appointed Director.

In that first winter teriii a total of 225 students attended classes
which were offered only on Monday, Wdnesday and Thursday evenings.
The Center listed forty-two courses, thirteen of which had t o be
cancell ed because of lack of enrollment. During these years
the Canbridge Center continued to cohabit with the Red Cross,
the League of V@nen Voters, a ski association and t he Vernont Tweed
Shop.

M ss Ware remembers a time i n 1942 when they considered

closing the Center because of lack of enrollment. |t was decided totry

Dirtcior oj Publicity, Tjdt Tiptn/o
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one nore year. The decision was so-und and t he Canbri dge
Center served a threefold prupose during the Vér years by offering
such War-related courses as "Nutrition and National Defense"
"escape" courses, and providing space for refugees fromthe
European intellectual conmunity with a place t o teach.

By 1945 enrol | ment picked up and a total of 1,626 students en-
rolled. Year by year theCenter enjoyed continued growth i natten-
dance and curriculum | n 1948 Brattle Hall was sold i norder to
concentrate on the devel opnent of the Center'=, erjuca-'-i o-nal fa™iiities.

In Decenber of 1970, after thirty productive years as Director
of the Canbridge Center for Adult Education, Lydia C Ware retired
Alida O Loughlin was chosen t o become thethird worman Director of
the Center. Working very closely with her staff and aware of the
rich and exciting history of the Center, she sees a continuingand

vital potential there and for adult education i nthis country.

Dirrctor of VtNitity. X>a\r 'Vipirito



