
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 

Middlesex 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

ul 
A' 

•A 
K N A M E 

C O M V I O N ; 

^Sri4J.liaijr B r a t t l e \ House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATfON Concfre^sional D i s t r i c t 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

142 B r a t t l e S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 

Massachusetts 

[3. CLASSIFlCAtlON 
25 

C O U N T Y : 

M i d d l e s e x 
Q17 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c i ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

0 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

( I In P rocess 

I I Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

55 Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

S R e s t r i c t e d 

I i Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia I 

E d u c a t i o n a l 

En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I Museum 

• Park 

m P r i v a t e Res idence 

R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

^ Other (Specify) 

R e c r e a t i o n 

^ Comments 

used as 
adul t educ 
center 

[4 . . , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Cambridge Center f o r Adult Education, Inc, 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

42 B r a t t l e S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 
[JTLQCA^ 

Massachuse t t s ^ 5 
L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Cambridge and T h i r d S t r e e t s 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 
S T A T E 

Massachuse t t s 25 

6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g Survey ('4-0 50'4-9) 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1938 Federa I n State I 1 County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 

S m 
cn 

H - o 

H < 
CD 
m 

CP' 



7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • Fo 

{ C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ( 3 Originol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (" i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

/'The W i l l i a m B r a t t l e House has a f i v e - b a y , two-story facade 
w i t h a gambrel r o o f , t y p i c a l of e a r l y Georgian design i n 
Cambridge. The bracketed cornice and the l o c a t i o n of the 
second s t o r y windows close under the eaves are common features 
of the period. Clapboards are probably o r i g i n a l although 
corner boards may have been added l a t e r and dormers are i n 
the o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n , i f not the o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . While 
these features give the house a convincing e a r l y Georgian 
appearance, several changes have occurred t o a l t e r d e t a i l s o f 
the facade. O r i g i n a l window sash and frames were replaced 
probably i n the e a r l y 19th century^, by 6/6 sash and l i g h t e r ' 
frames, and the present b l i n d s were added then as w e l l . The 
enclosed entrance v e s t i b u l e i s an 1891 a d d i t i o n , r e p l a c i n g a 
bracketed hood of c. 1860. 

The Brattle house has a two-room, center-hall plan with a 
three-run staircase whose main axis parallels the hall, a 
plan found in other moderate-size houses of the period. The 
carved spiral newel and the elaborate balusters are original 
but the staircase itself had to be rebuilt after a fire in 
1955. Much of the trim of the main rooms has been removed 
but original paneling can be found in the right parlor where 
the southwest wall is decorated with pilasters on pedestals 
and ornate bolection moldings over the mantel and doors. ^ 

The B r a t t l e estate comprised about 2 2 acres 
today would include an area from B r a t t l e Sq 
The grounds were always admired f o r t h e i r g 
l y i n the l a t e 18th century when they were 
f r u i t trees and f l o w e r s , a m a l l , a pond, an 
The estate was d i v i d e d i n 1801 and successi 
throughout the 19th century u n t i l the l o t w 
present size i n 1889. The B r a t t l e H a l l (Lo 
Harlow) was b u i l t at t h a t time on the east 
ad d i t i o n s have been constructed at the rear 
t h a t time t o accomodate expanded a c t i v i t i e s 

by 1801, which 
uare to Ash Street 
ardens , particular-l 
landscaped with 
d a grotto as well, 
vely subdivided 
as reduced to its 
ngfellow, Alden S 
end of the lot; 
of the house since 

I n s p i t e of the re d u c t i o n i n size of the property and i t s 
l o c a t i o n i n the midst of dense development, the presei't l o t 
w i t h landscaped f r o n t yard, b r i c k t e r r a c e i,,^49i^,-Jiandsome wood 
and g r a n i t e fence (18 4 7-8) i s reminisce]rt̂ Q£'"*tih9,.-'ê iginal 
B r a t t l e e s t a t e , and the B r a t t l e house /Vfê felJSi-aapê â 'î  much as 
i t d i d i n the 18th century. 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

M i d d l e s e x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all entries) 

Cambridge • W i l l i a m B r a t t l e House, 42 B r a t t l e Street 

6. Representation i n E x i s t i n g Surveys 

T i t l e : Inventory of the H i s t o r i c a l Assets o f Massachusetts 
Date: 1967 Level: State 
Depository: Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Address: O f f i c e of the Secretary, State House, Boston, Mass. 
Code: 20 

T i t l e : H i s t o r i c Sites Study 
Date: 1967 Level: State 
Depository: Eastern Massachusetts Regional Planning P r o j e c t , 

Massachusetts Department of Public Works 
Address: 100 Nashua S t r e e t , Boston, Mass. 
Code: 20 

T i t l e : Survey of A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Cambridge 
Date: 1964- Level: Local 
Depository: Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Address: 5 7 Inman S t r e e t , Cambridge, Mass; 
Code: 20 



E SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ion j • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

g ] 18th Centu ry 

g ] 19fh Century 

^ 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( s ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) C~^ 1 7 2 7 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r t g ina l 

[ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I [ Commerce 

I t Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Educa t i on 

r~l Eng inee r i ng 

I t I ndus t r y 

I t I n ven t i on 

^ L a n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

K ] P o l i t i c a i 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i 

iosophy 

1 i S c i e n c e 

f [ Sculpture 

[XI Socio l/Humon 

itorian 

n Theater 

Q Transportotlisri^ 

I 1 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specifr) 

H i s t o r i c 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E \ - M ' I ' •> 

The W i l l i a m B r a t t l e House i s a s i g n i f i c a n t - ,exa?Hpl^ of-<(fearly 
Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Cambridge, preseXc^&.,£O0-d^^ 
t r i m and r e t a i n i n g i t s one-room deep, gambreS<£®i l^ ' ' 'mass , 
i n s p i t e o f l a t e r add i t i ons t o the r e a r , and i n the midst o f 
i n c r e a s i n g dens i ty o f sur rounding development.-^.. 

The house was b u i l t about 1727 f o r W i l l i a m B r a t t l e , a promi­
nent Cambridge lawyer and p o l i t i c i a n , who became major-general 
of _ the Massachusetts Bay m i l i t i a i n 1771.^Like many of h i s 
neighbors f u r t h e r up the s t r e e t which bears h i s name, B r a t t l e 
had^to f l e e Boston i n 1774 because of h i s Tory sympathies. 
During the Revolution, the house accomodated Thomas M i f f l i n , 
aide-de-camp t o Washington and commissary general. I n 17 84 
W i l l i a m B r a t t l e ' s son Thomas took back the e s t a t e , restored 
the house, and improved the grounds w i t h extensive landscaping, 
The estate was broken up a f t e r Thomas'death i n 1801, and i t 
continued t o be subdivided throughout the 19th century. 

U 

Q£ 

UJ 

ii/) 

The h i s t o r y o f the B r a t t l e House dhanged s i g n i 
was sold i n 1889 t o the Cambridge Social Union 
i n 1871_to provide i n t e l l e c t u a l and s o c i a l act 
adults i n the area. Seeking more space and pe 
the Union purchased the B r a t t l e House and the 
east o f the house, made extensive renovations 
i n g much i n t e r i o r t r i m , then b u i l t B r a t t l e Hal 
Alden g Harlow, a r c h i t e c t s ) at 40 B r a t t l e 
concerts, and dramatic presentations. 

>tre 

f i c a n t l y when i t 
, a group founded 
i v i t y f o r young 
rmanant q u a r t e r s , 
l o t to the south-
c a r e f u l l y r e t a i n -
1 (Longfellow, 
et f o r l e c t u r e s , 

The r o l e o f the house changed again i n 19 38 when the Union could 
no longer be supported as a s o c i a l agency and the Cambridge 
Center f o r Adult Education was formed t o take i t s place. The 
Center sol d B r a t t l e H a l l i n 194 8 and expanded the B r a t t l e House 
i t s e l f t o the rear t o accomodate increased educational a c t i v i ­
t i e s . Today the Center continues t o operate s u c c e s s f u l l y , 
f u l l y ^ u t i l i z i n g the space i n the o r i g i n a l B r a t t l e House and i t s 
a d d i t i o n s throughout the year. 

The maintenance o f the Georgian character of the house and i t s 
successful adaptation t o changing uses marks a s i g n i f i c a n t 
example o f h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n i n Cambridge. 
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"CAMBRIDGE CENTER CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL OF 

SERVICE TO ADULT EDUCATION" 

By Dale V i v i r i t o with James M. Rankin, a r c h i v i s t 

One hundred years ago, on January 24, 1871, a public meeting 

•was held i n Lyceum H a l l , chaired by Emory Washburn 'î ho a f t e r s t a t i n g 

the cbjcct cf the meeting, "-̂ -cnt on to advocate i n an eloquent 

manner the advantages and need of an i n s t i t u t i o n i n Cambridge, 

where tJiC young people of both sexes might meet and f i n d f a c i l i t i e s 

for moral and mental im.provement." What Emory Washburn so passionate­

l y spoke of and transcribed by Mr. CD. Rice, Secretary, that winter 

evening i s today the Cambridge Center for Adult Education. What 

was i n i t i a l l y intended as a place where young adults might f i n d a 

free reading room and l i b r a r y and where by some means they might be 

provided with "innocent amusement and a means for social and i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l culture during t h e i r leisure hours" has become one of the 

largest and most Sijccessful centers for adult education i n the country 

today. Currently i n i t s f a l l term, the Cambridge Center for Adult 

Education offers more than three hundred courses i n a l l areas of 

the arts and humanities as well as special concert programs, guest 

lectures and r o t a t i r i g exhibits of f a c u l t y and student a r t and c r a f t 

work. 

At the public meeting, Mr. Washburn spoke of the Catholic Church, 

an i n s t i t u t i o n he thought far i n advance of the Protestants at th i s 

Dirtaor oJ PMlcily, Dalt TiWrilil 
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time, using i t as a .model, an i n s t i t u t i o n with i t s doors "wide open 

i n v i t i n g people to enter to view the works of a r t and l i s t e n to the 

fin e music and by such influences as these the minds of the poorer, 

as well as the more cultured classes were aroused to nobler and 

higher aspirations." 

Also at that f i r s t public meeting was a Mr. W. B. Weeden of 

Providence, who f i r s t gave an account of the Providence Union for 

Christian Works, an organization already meeting with great response, 

then urged those present "not to allow sectarianism, r e l i g i o u s or 

secular to creep into the management of the plan, but entrusted a l l 

to work well together, f e e l i n g certain that patronage would not be 

tolerated by the lower classes; and t]iat sectarian bigotry could not 

be submitted t o . " 

One of the many clergy to attend the meeting. Rev. A. B. Muzzey, 

was very much pleased to see that i t "was an association for the 

benefit of young women as well as men." Rev. Dr. Annable was i n 

favor of the project and entrusted those present to pursue t h e i r 

objective "as men, not as Christians, but as humanitarians." 

Mr. H. 0. Houghton, whose wife was to serve many productive years as one 

of the Directors hoped t h i s plan would lead "to more union of fee l i n g 

i n the community." 

Emory Vvashburn as well as the other o r i g i n a l founders, a l i s t 

of names that read l i k e a turn of the century Cambridge Vvho's Who: 

William Va'ughn, vvho became the f i r s t Chair.man of the Board, Rev. 

Samuel Longfellow, one of the f i r s t vice-presidents, Legh R. Pearson, 

a founding Director and the Social Union's f i r s t l i b T3.T 1 s n , Edmund 

Miles, C. .\. Winthrop and ^̂T-ânV C'-̂ ĉorap, ĉ f̂ -â e.d v.'b.̂'̂  was l a t e r 

THriaor o/ PuhUlty, Dak Tipinio 
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incorporated as the Cambridge Social Union. 

What a l l these people seem to have been responding to ii'as a 

s i t u a t i o n i n Harvard Square not greatly unlike what is to be found 

today--many young adults looking for something to do. 

The Cambridge Social Union f i r s t opened i t s doors to anyone over 

sixteen years of age upon paym.ent of one d o l l a r annual membership i n 

two rented rooms at Lyceum K a l i . Having outgrown Lyceum H a l l , v i r ­

t u a l l y before i t opened, the Union moved f i r s t to Palmer and B r a t t l e 

Streets, -..-.hero a small r i o t ensued when the number cf applicants 

scon exceeded the physical size of the f a c i l i t i e s - - a s i t u a t i o n with 

which the Cambridge Center one hundred years l a t e r i s s t i l l quite 

f a m i l i a r . The Union moved next to 15 B r a t t l e , once again increasing 

i t s size. 

On February 4, 1889, a f t e r f i f t e e n years of operation, a permanent 

location was sought, one with a large h a l l for concerts, special pro­

grams and plays, ^vhich might also be rented to outside organizations 

to bring i n increased revenue. The Committee on New Rooms went 

searching for the proper s e t t i n g . The price of land i n Harvard Square 

proper was thought too exorbitant and the Committee decided to b-uy 

i n the d i r e c t i o n they thouglit business would extend--down B r a t t l e 

Street. 

The Social Union raised $12,000 through subscriptions and con­

t r i b u t i o n s and bought two l o t s of 60 x 120 feet each, one of which 

happened to include the ancient b r a t t l e House. The house, contrary 

to expectation, proved to be in such good condition that i t was 

decided to put i t i n complete repair. 

I t was found that by the removal of a chimney and some p a r t i t i o n s , 

Dtrector oj Tuhlkity. Dait 'Vivirito 



' I I _ R ' - ^ ? - ~ < , i i > tip? J . r - ^ ^ , ~ n - i - - " i — a i 

^^S^^ J\ews Jieleasey 
Cambridge Center for Adult Education j 42 'Brattle ^Street j Cambridge, Tvlass. 02138 j Td. 547-6789 

ample room would be made on the lower f l o o r for a reading-room, 

17 X 60 f e e t , occupying the whole of the eastern side. On the 

western side were ti\ro rooms for the l i b r a r y . On the second f l o o r 

a suite of three rooms over the reading-room afforded excellent 

accommodations for the Working-Girls' Club and for the i n d u s t r i a l 

branch of the Female Humane Society, while over the l i b r a r y were 

the Directors' Room with Committee Rooms adjoining. 

Amid a l l the changes required for these pruposes the Directors 

thought to preserve i n t a c t the "handsome old - s t y l e staircase and the 

panelled wainscot of the parlor of t h i s h i s t o r i c mansion of the 

Br a t t l e s , which dates before the Revolution." 

The house, however, afforded no opportunity for a h a l l necessary 

for the Union's weekly entertainments and lectures. Accordingly 

on the portion of land between the B r a t t l e House and i t s southern 

neighbor. The University Press, the Social Union b u i l t B r a t t l e H a l l , 

designed by Messrs. Longfellow, Alden, § Harlow of Boston. At that 

time membership of the Cambridge Social Union was over seven hundred 

and the l i b r a r y contained over 3000 volumes. 

The Cambridge Social Union continued to grow i n membership and 

provide many free services for i t s membeis, most of whom were em­

ployed i n surrounding factories and businesses. These services 

were not maintained solely through i t s membership fee of one d o l l a r . 

The generous and much needed contributions of money as well 

as books and periodicals by the Union's many friends and Directors 

and also t h e i r involved and com.mitted p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the actual 

day-to-day running of the Union were responsible for i t s continuing 

e f f o r t s to provide services that were so greatly i n demand. 
Director of Publicity, Dait Tivirito 
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As Miss W.A. Abbot, one of the Union's Directors wrote i n the 

F i f t h Annual Report, "many a l i t t l e makes a muckle." Miss Abbot 

was r e f e r r i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y to the e f f o r t s of women who gave one 

evening a week to work at the Union, but that old Scotch proverb 

applied to almost a l l the e f f o r t s of those associated with the Union. 

When repairs were necessary to the much used f a c i l i t i e s , tlie 

Committee of Rooms did the carpentry and painting themselves, a 

practice which continued i n t o the 1940's. 

In addition to l i b r a r y p r i v i l e g e s and entertainments consisting 

,ar J ,.,-,.4-- xhibitions con.eerts, i l l u s t r a t e d lect-ures, etc., the 

educational department offered to mem.bers of the Union, for an 

additional fee of f i f t y cents for each half year of study, the 

p r i v i l e g e of entering any of the great v a r i e t y of classes taught 

by Harvard students. 

During World War I , the Union began to decline i n the number 

of services offered and also i n the number of g i f t s and contributions 

received, most of the o r i g i n a l benefactors having died or moved away 

from Cambridge. 

The r e n t a l of B r a t t l e Hall was the chief source of revenue, but 

afte r the expenses for repairs and j a n i t o r service, t h i s yielded 

l i t t l e money for the Union's other services. This decline continued 

af t e r the War and into the t h i r t i e s with the Union renting B r a t t l e 

Hall to the Lutheran and Christian Science Churches, as well as 

protions of B r a t t l e House to the f i r s t Cambridge Chapters of both 

the American Red Cross and the League of Women Voters. 

In 1937, a dynamic and visionary Cambridge attorney, Charles 

Bolster, became Chairman of a New Board of Directors and promptly 

hired Mrs. Francis C-M Donovan of the Greater Boston Agency for 

Director oj publicity. Vale TiwWto 
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Social Services to make a f e a s i b i l i t y study f o r continuing the 

Union's a c t i v i t i e s . Mrs. Donovan s-aggestcd three alternatives 

for the Union i n her report: 1. continuing to act as a social ser­

vice with the reasonable r e n t a l of space to deserving organizations, 

2. preserving B r a t t l e House as an h i s t o r i c monument, and 3. providing 

adult educational services. The Board chose the l a s t a l t e r n a t i v e and 

entered into negociations with Miss Dorothy Hewitt, then Director 

of the Boston Center for .\dult Education, fo-unded some f i v e years e a r l i e r . 

The r e s u l t was that on September 1, 1938, the Cambridge Center 

for Adult Education, an i n s t i t u t i o n governea oy tJie t..amDridge Social 

Union and run by the Bos-eon Center offered seventeen evening courses 

at B r a t t l e House. Miss Florence D. Chapin, one of the leaders at 

the Boston Center from i t s beginning and one of the active members 

of i t s organizing committee, functioned as Director, Miss Lydia C. 

Weare was secretary and Dorothy Hewitt wa.s Executive Director for 

both Centers. 

In January, 1941, the Cambridge Center for Ad-ult Education 

became an independently administered i n s t i t u t i o n and Lydia Weare was 

appointed Director. 

In that f i r s t winter teriii a t o t a l of 225 students attended classes 

which were offered only on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

The Center l i s t e d forty-two courses, t h i r t e e n of which had to be 

cancelled because of lack of enrollment. During these years 

the Cambridge Center continued to cohabit with the Red Cross, 

the League of Women Voters, a ski association and the Vermont Tweed 

Shop. 

Miss Weare remem.bers a time i n 1942 when they considered 

closing the Center because of lack of enrollment. I t was decided to t r y 

Dirtcior oj Publicity, Tjalt Tiptn/o 

. r 



Cambridge Center for Adult Education / 42 'Brattle tStreet i Cambridge, TAass. 02138 / Tel. 547-6789 

-1-

one more year. The decision was so-und and the Cambridge 

Center served a threefold prupose during the War years by o f f e r i n g 

such War-related courses as " N u t r i t i o n and National Defense", 

"escape" courses, and providing space for refugees from the 

European i n t e l l e c t u a l community with a place to teach. 

By 1945 enrollment picked up and a t o t a l of 1,626 students en­

r o l l e d . Year by year the Center enjoyed continued growth i n atten­

dance and curriculum. In 1948 B r a t t l e Hall was sold i n order to 

concentrate on the development of the Center'=; erjuca-'-i o-nal f a^^i i i t-i es . 

In December of 1970, a f t e r t h i r t y productive years as Director 

of the Cambridge Center for Adult Education, Lydia C. Weare r e t i r e d . 

Alida O'Loughlin was chosen to becom.e the t h i r d woman Director of 

the Center. Working very closely with her s t a f f and aware of the 

r i c h and ex c i t i n g h i s t o r y of the Center, she sees a continuing and 

v i t a l p o t e n t i a l there and for adult education i n th i s country. 

Dirrctor oj Vt^litity. X>a\r 'Vipirito 


