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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The kilns are ahnnf 20 feet high and twiiiiLy f eet in diameJLex.. They are 
at an attractive site in Targee National Forest, and the surrounding 
country has changed very little since the time that the district was 
active.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Charcoal for a smelter, active from 1885-1889 across the valley at 
Nicholia, was produced in 16 kilns. Discovered in 1881 the Viola 
mine became an important source for lead and silver from 1886-1888. 
Ore also was hauled from Gilmore to the Viola mine until 1889, when 
the hoisting works burned. Xow Pr i- ces f°r lead and silver kept the 
smelter shut down after 18^4, and charcoal production ceased.

Charcoal kilns were built for smelters in a number of Idaho mining 
areas of that time, but not very many are left. Most of the Viola 
kilns were hauled off for construction materials many years ago. 
These kilns are of special significance because the United States 
Forest Service has developed an interpretative program for the site.



William S. Pettite, Memories of Market Lake (1965)
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
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113° 10' 44"
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ORGANIZATION

Idaho State Historical Society
DATE

Sept. 2, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

610 North Julia Davis Drive
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Boise Idaho
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State ] Local O

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pfesetvati

% 3 1972
Date

Title

Date

State Liaison Officer

September 2, 1971
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Keeper of T^e National Register
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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