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South Carolina Preliminary Survey of Historical Places
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 
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S. C. Department of Archives and History
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i(known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\
The Dawkins house is a two-story clapboard dwelling with a 

hipped metal roof. The facade consists of a veranda which is five 

bays wide. The veranda is enclosed by a balustrade and supported 

by six chamfered columns. Front door has a transom with sidelights 

while windows throughout the house are 9/9 double sash. East side 

of the house has a screen porch that is covered by a low gabled roof 

(added at a later date). Two exterior end chimneys are located on 

either side of the dwelling. The only major alteration to this ante 

bellum house is a one story rear addition. Interior has high ceilings 

with large central hall which contains the stairs.
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JATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dawkins house served as the residence of Judge Thomas N. Dawkins,
^ 

a well-known political leader in Union County. As a young lawyer who was a

Unionist during the nullification controversy, Dawkins was surprisingly popu 

lar with his constituency. Despite his Unionist beliefs, he was elected 

to the state legislature and was appointed solicitor of the middle circuit. 

After the War Between the States, Judge Dawkins served as a member of the 

state convention for the reorganization of the state government. In 1865 

he was named to a committee that appealed to President Johnson for the 

release of Jefferson Davis, and in 1866 Judge Dawkins served as chairman of 

the state judiciary committee of the House of Representatives.

\ According to strong local tradition, the home of Judge Dawkins was used 

for several days in February, 1865, as Governor Andrew G. Magrath's head 

quarters for executing the affairs of state. Governor Magrath had been 

forced to leave Columbia when General Sherman occupied the city and burned 

the State House. \
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Plantation Heritage in Up-country South Carolina, Kenneth and Blanche
Marsh
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University of South Carolina. Union Campus Mctrch 15. 1973
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East Main Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of signi^oence of this nomination is: 
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Title Director. S. C. /department of
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