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1. Name of Property 
historic name FreeRrace Marble Farm ( p r e f e r r e d ) Hi s r o r i r - n^•s^r^•r^ 
other names/site number Dona F a r m 

2. Location 
N / A I not for publication street & number 80 Burbank Road 
N/A I vicinity city, town Sut ton 

state Massachusetts code 025 county W o r c e s t e r code 027 zip code 01590 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

r i j private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

1 3 district 

I I site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
4 

Noncontributing 
0 

0 0 

. buildings 

_ sites 

_ structures 

. objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N / A 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

• nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my 9pinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

; u t i \ Signature of certifying official Execut ive D i r e c t o r , 
State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c Commii'^ft on, 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
-i Cftd 

*atlUiia.j. Hegister. 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

CU other, (explain:) 

^^.^L'-vStQnature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Freegrace Marble Farm, Sutton, Massachusetts 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

domes t i c / s ing l e d w e l l i n g 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

domes t i c / s ing le d w e l l i n g 

a g r i c u l t u r e / a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t b u i l d i n s a g r i c u l t u r e / a g r i c u l t u r e o u t b u i l d i n g 
a g r i c u l t u r e / a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d a g r i c u l t u r e / a g r i c u l t u r a l f i p l H 
funera rv /cemeterv funera rv /cemete rv 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

E a r l y Republ ic /Federa l 
foundation f i e l d s t o n e 
walls c lapboard b r i c k 

No S t y l e v e r t i c a l board 
roof cedar sh ing le 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Freegrace Marble Farm comprises approximately sixty-three acres in 
northeastern Sutton, Massachusetts. Burbank and Sibley Roads, two paved roads 
leading from Boston Road to the south, intersect in the southwestern section 
of the property. This intersection is the historic and present focus for 
buildings on the farm. A four-lane highway, the Worcestr-Providence Turnpike 
(Route 146), passes within approximately 900 feet of the farms northeastern 
boundary. Dispersed residential development borders the farm to the 
northeastern boundary. Dispersed residential development borders the farm to 
the northwest and southwest, commercial development on Route 146 to the 
northeast, and contemporary suburban development along Sibley Road to the 
southeast. Across Burbank Road to the west is Sibley Reservoir. 

Comprising meadow, woodland, and wetland. Marble Farm (Photo #1) ranges 
across two drumlins, one each at the northern and southern ends of the 
property. In the vale created by the drumlins is a stream that bisects the 
farm from west to east, beginning at Sibley Reservoir. A small pond was 
created by the damming of the stream, which is spanned by a low stone bridge 
to the northeast; a spring is located further to the east. Along this stream 
is clear evidence of the old cowpath, lined with trees, leading to the 
northeast pasture. A second stream bisects the northeastern section of the 
farm from north to southeast, meeting the first stream in a wooded area. 
Walls of uncut stone define most fields on the farm, as well as the paddock , , 
east of the farmyard and a former vegetable garden on the southwestern 
boundary of the property. [See sketch maps] 

Roughly divided between open and timbered land. Marble Farm is noteworthy 
for its range of soil types: Sutton loam, Charlton loam, meadow soils, Paxton 
loam, and Gloucester fine sandy loam. Each of the soils present is suited to 
one or more farm uses (e.g., vegetables, orchards, meadow, grains, hay-mowing, 
pasture, and woodlot). Currently, haying and lumbpring are the principal 
activities on the farm. 

An abandoned colonial road passing northeast through the farm connects 
Burbank Road to a private cemetery at the northern end of the property. The 
road is marked by a gate at Burbank Road but growth in the pastures currently 
obscures any visual evidence of its path. The cemetery is roughly 100 feet 
square, defined by the same stone walls that mark fields elsewhere on the 
farm. Approximately thirty gravestones are extant. Many inscriptions are 

See continuation sheet 
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6. Historic Functions (continued) 

Domestic / Secondary Structure 
Agriculture / Processing, Storage, 

Facility, Animal Facility, Orchard 
Landscape / Garden, Unoccupied Land 
Transportation / Road-Related, 
Pedestrian Related. 

Current Functions (continued) 

Agriculture / Processing, Storage 
Landscape / Unoccupied Land, Garden 



United Stttea Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Freegrace Marble Farm Historic D i s t r i c t , 

Section number ' Page ^ Sutton, MA 

i l l e g i b l e due to erasure by the elements or sinking of the stones. Isolated 
instances of broken stones are a t t r ibu ted to vandalism. Freegrace Marble 
(whose stone i s undated) and a number of his descendents are buried in the 
family cemetery. The oldest known dated stone in the cemetery (1786) bears 
the i nsc r ip t i on "N s M e, " an iden t i t y current ly unknown. 

The farmhouse, barn, and anc i l l a ry bui ldings are clustered on the 
norther ly slope of the southern drumlin, f lanking the in tersect ion of Burbank 
and Sibley Roads. The house occupies the southern corner of the in tersect ion 
and faces Burbank Road to the west. To the north across Sibley Road is the 
farmyard, defined by a stone wall at the in te rsec t ion , the barn, and an 
equipment shed. A second, smaller barn i s extant east of the equipment shed. 
Each of these bui ldings is described in deta i l below. One of the farm's 
owners current ly resides in a t r a i l e r parked in the farmyard. Given i t s 
recent addi t ion to the property and i t s impermanent nature, the t r a i l e r has 
not been included i n the count of d i s t r i c t resources. 

Evolution and Present Appearance of the Main House 
The farmhouse (Photo #2) is the oldest bui ld ing on the farm. A 1. 

1/2-story clapboarded dwel l ing of plank construct ion on a stone foundation, 
the house has a gable roof , f ive-bay facade para l le l to the ridge pole, and 
double-p i le , center-hal l p lan. Two br ick chimneys of unequal size appear at 
e i ther end of the house in f ron t of the roof r idge. Essent ia l ly rectangular 
in massing, the house includes a one-bay, shed-roofed lean-to at the northern 
end of the rear (east) elevat ion (Photo #3) . Oriented to the west on a 
southerly ascending slope, the house has a f u l l ce l l a r that i s clad in 
clapboards where i t i s exposed at the base of the shed-roofed lean- to . 
Adjacent to the lean-to i s a short driveway from Sibley Road. Fieldstone 
steps lead from the driveway to the house's rear entrance on the south wall of 
the lean- to . South of the house is a sunken terrace delineated by a stone 
wall para l le l to the south e levat ion. Stone steps lead from the terrace to 
the level of the house. 

The facade or west elevat ion consists of an entrance placed s l i g h t l y l e f t 
of center between pairs of windows containing double-hung 2/2 wood sash. The 
distance between windows and cornice suggests a s t y l i s t i c t rans i t i on in 
evidence in Cape Cod houses by the turn of the 19th century, r e f l ec t i ng the 
use of extended stud heights in houses of conventional frame construct ion. 
Fu l l - lenght s ide l ights of four-pane glazing (each pane 9"x l8") f lank the 
seven-panel glazed door. The whole entry is contained in a p la in surround 
with a broad l i n t e l . Cornice, cornerboards, and window surrounds are 
unornamented. 

The broad gable elevations on the south and north display a s l i g h t 
overhang of the end g i r t ; th is and other condit ions suggest that there was an 
e a r l i e r house on the s i te oriented south, with the end g i r t on the present 
south elevat ion being the f ron t facade of the or ig ina l bu i ld ing (see below). 
A secondary entrance with a four-panel door and narrow, unornamented surround 
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i s centered on the south e levat ion , flanked by asymmetrically arranged windows 
containing 2/2 sash. Two s imi lar windows, placed symmetrically, l i g h t a 
bedroom at the upper l e v e l , while a smaller window with 2/2 sash at the roof 
ridge l i g h t s the garret . Fenestration i s s im i l a r l y patterned on the north 
e leva t ion , with three asymmetrically placed windows on the f i r s t f l oo r (plus a 
fourth in the l ean - t o ) , two windows on the upper l e v e l , and a small window 
beneath the ridge pole. In add i t ion , two small windows (2/2 sash) on the 
upper level l i g h t storage spaces at the eaves. The north elevat ion also 
incorporates at grade a ver t ica l board door to the ce l la r and an adjacent 
window. This exposed section of the ce l l a r i s br ick on the ex te r i o r , wi th 
clapboards on the rear s ta i rha l l i n the lean- to . 

The east elevat ion contains the rear entrance of the house by way of the 
south side of the lean- to . The door, apparently the oldest ex ter io r door in 
the house, i s a double-sheathed ver t i ca l board door secured with hand wrought 
nai ls and s t i l l re ta in ing i t s or ig ina l arrow latch and strap hinges. Three 
windows with double-hung 2/2 sash are i r regu la r l y spaced in the main block 
with a four th in the lean- to . Another window in the lean-to at the ce l l a r 
level marks the former locat ion of a three-seat pr ivy under the s t a i r s . 

The house's or ig ina l four-room, center-hal l plan is large ly maintained. 
On the f i r s t f l o o r , parlors f lank the hal l with the kitchen and summer kitchen 
in the rear p i l e (see enclosed p lans) . A bedroom has been created between the 
kitchen and summer k i tchen, accessible through the kitchen and l i t by a single 
window on the rear (east) e levat ion. Beyond the kitchen is the lean-to/mud 
room at the northeast corner of the house containing the rear entrance and 
s ta i rs to the c e l l a r . The central s ta i r volume connects the c e l l a r , f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s , and the garre t . At the upper l e v e l , a bedroom flanked by 
storage spaces under the eaves is north of the s ta i rs with two bedrooms to the 
south. The southern rooms display evidence in both f l oo r and ce i l i ng of an 
old chimney near the ex ter io r w a l l . In the gar re t , notches on the ridge pole 
indicate the or ig ina l locations of two chimneys of d i f f e r e n t sizes b u i l t on 
d i f f e r e n t sides of the roof r idge, each located about two feet from a gable 
end. 

The ce l l a r consists of two parts b u i l t in d i f f e r e n t eras and connected by 
a doorway at the eastern end of the common wall immediately north of the 
central s t a i r s . The southern ha l f has a d i r t f l oo r and care fu l l y cut and 
faced basalt wa l l s . A long protrusion on the south wall indicates the 
presence of an ea r l i e r chimney stack. Beneath the northern ha l f of the house, 
the ce l l a r i s not dug out completely. The wal ls of t h i s ce l l a r are of crude 
f i e l d stone, and the common wall i s faced on the south side and l e f t crude on 
the north s ide. A second, smaller chimney base survives on the north w a l l . 
The chimney bases and notches in the ridge pole confirm the existence of two 
i n t e r i o r chimneys. Late 18th-century chimneys and f i rep laces in the house 
were removed in the early 20th century. 

Some evidence suggests the existence of an ea r l i e r (mid-18th century) 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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house on the s i t e , constructed over the southern hal f of the present house. 
The south wall with i t s g i r t overhang is almost as long as the present facade 
and may have been the or ig ina l facade fo r a house oriented to the south, the 
most common or ien ta t ion for houses of the per iod. The present sunken terrace 
approximately twenty feet from the south elevat ion may have been a path from 
Burbank Road serving an ea r l i e r south-facing house. F i n a l l y , the dimensions of 
the f in ished ce l l a r and the size and locat ion of the chimney base in the 
southern hal f of the present house would indicate an ea r l i e r s i n g l e - p i l e , 
center-chimney house on that foundation. 

I n te r i o r f i n i shes , however, appear to date to the la te 18th century, 
including beading on boxed beams in the northwest par lo r , as well as n a i l s , 
p in t les and straps, la tches, and doors. Accordian la th with cut nai ls i s 
exposed in the southeast room. A single gunstock post behind boxing at the 
northeast corner of the house may be a survival of the ea r l i e r house. Other 
notable i n t e r i o r features include the central s t a i r with i t s beaded paneling 
and turned balustrade at the f i r s t f l o o r , and the pegged s ta i rs to the 
f in ished ce l l a r consist ing of steps of diagonally sawn t imbers. 

Construction of the present house, probably in the l a s t quarter o f t h e 
18th century, involved a s h i f t in facade or ien ta t ion from south to west, 
necessitat ing a new north-south ridge pole, and the abandonment of the 
center-chimney, s ing le -p i le form for the cen te r -ha l l , double-pi le plan with an 
i n t e r i o r chimney near each gable end. Precise reasons' for the house's 
reconstruct ion are current ly unknown. Malachi Marble (1736-1810), youngest 
son of Freegrace Marble, owned the farm in the la te 18th century. 
Construction of a larger house would be consistent with the continued growth 
of his family fo l lowing his second marriage in 1786, and the b i r t h of his 
eleventh and twe l f th chi ldren in 1787 and 1789, respect ive ly . 

As i t appears today, the vernacular farmhouse is the product of updating 
and repairs over two centur ies. The glazed door on the facade is a mid-19th 
century replacement, although ea r l i e r ex ter io r doors are i n tac t on the south 
and east e levat ions. The two i n t e r i o r chimneys or ig ina l to the house were 
replaced with the present chimneys in the early 20th century; f i replaces have 
been removed. Renovations ca. 1932 included replacement of clapboards, corner 
boards, and rake boards. Window sash was also replaced at that t ime, in 
keeping with the fenestrat ion pat tern . The roof was shingled in white cedar 
in 1989. 

Barn and Outbuildings 
The barn and outbui ldings are located on lower ground north of the house 

and across Sibley Road (Photo #4). A farmyard i s delineated by a stone wall 
rounding the Sibley Road-Burbank Road in te rsec t ion , with the barn on the 
nor th , an open equipment shed on the east , and a smaller storage barn 
southeast of the shed. A l l three bui ld ings have gable roofs and ver t i ca l 
board sheathing, and incorporate 6-pane sash ( f ixed in the main barn and 
equipment shed, double-hung in the small barn) l i g h t i n g gable ends or 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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en t r i es . While a l l three bui ld ings are l i k e l y of 19th century construct ion, 
the complex suggests "the eighteenth-century pattern of smal l , d iscreet 
bui ldings fo r d i f f e r e n t funct ions, loosely clustered across the s t reet from 
the farmhouse, "[Bowden, 12] i n contrast to the connected, multi-purpose 
bui ldings that characterize the 19th-century farm. The present structures may 
have been b u i l t on the s i tes of the or ig ina l 18th-century outbui ld ings. 

Largest of the three bui ldings i s the barn, a two-level structure of 
mortice and tenon construct ion. The barn is on a stone foundation with the 
f l oo r of the main level rest ing on an outcrop of black basalt near the center 
of the bu i ld ing . Access to the main level i s through a s l i d ing door topped 
with a m u l t i - l i g h t transom in the gable end facing Sibley Road. Access to the 
lower level i s through three bays of ver t i ca l board doors on the west side 
opening d i r e c t l y onto Burbank Road. The barn is bigger than the side-opening 
English barns common in the subsistence period but appreciably smaller than 
the f ive-bay bank barns that became common in the mid-19th century during the 
height of prosperi ty of commercial da i ry ing . [Bowden, .11] The barn was 
probably b u i l t a f te r Oliver Leland purchased the farm from Simeon Marble in 
1827. . . . 

The two remaining outbui ldings date from the mid- to la te 19th century. 
On the eastern edge of the farmyard is a rectangular equipment shel ter with 
ve r t i ca l board sheathing and gable end facing Sibley Road. Three bays without 
doors at the northern end of the west wall open onto the farmyard. The gable 
end contains double windows of s ix panes each on the f i r s t level and two 
single window near the roof r idge. Southeast of the equipment shed is the 
smaller barn with s l i d ing doors on the long elevat ion that open d i r e c t l y onto 
Sibley Road. The barn i s perched on wal ls ten feet high that open to the 
nor th. This st ructure has reportedly served several usesj from stor ing ice 
blocks cut from Sibley Reservoir to shel ter ing wagons. 

Buildings Demolished 

A town h is tory of Sutton published in 1878 refers to three other bui ldings 
that once occupied Marble Farm. The house in which Freegrace Marble (b. 1682, 
d. 1775) l i ved and died reportedly was si tuated on the opposite side of 
Burbank Road west of the present house. Across Burbank road and approximately 
40 or 50 feet southwest of the present house was a former stockade Marble 
purchased from the town at auct ion. The bui ld ing was used for re l ig ious 
meetings and other public purposes, and at one point served as a horse-powered 
machine shop for Joseph Hathaway. This bui ld ing was reportedly razed by one 
of the Lelands. F i n a l l y , a d i s t i l l e r y used for the manufacture of cider 
brandy was s i tuated on the lower stream to the west of the pond, approximately 
30 rods (165 yards) north of Burbank Road. [Benedict and Tracy, 390-391] The 
appearances of these early bui ldings are unknown, and a l l were demolished at 
unknown dates. A l l three s i tes have been indicated on the sketch map but are 
considered noncontributing due to a lack of information at the present t ime. 
I t appears l i k e l y that these s i tes would y i e l d information about the farm 
during the period of s ign i f icance. 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
likely that sites are present. Four prehistoric sites have been recorded in 
the general area (within one mile). Prehistoric artifacts, possibly 
indicating an Indian campsite, have also reportedly been found near a spring 
northeast of the house. Photographs of a stone mortar and pounding stones 
have been included with the NR nomination form. Each of the factors listed 
above plus the physical characteristics of the property, several well-drained 
terraces along two drumlins on the property bisected by a tributary stream of 
the Blackstone River, would have made this an attractive area for native 
subsistence and settlement activities. Limited historic development on the 
farm and its size (62 + acres) further increases the potential for locating 
sites. 

There is also a high potential for locating historic archaeological 
remains on the property. The present farmhouse and outbuildings each date to 
the 19th century, however, architectural features contained within the house 
as well as the configuration of the house, barn and outbuildings represents an 
18th century pattern. Each of these structures may have been built on the 
sites of earlier 18th century structures from which structural archaeological 
features s t i l l survive. Structural remains of Freegrace Marbles's 18th 
century residence, the original founder of the farm, may also survive on the 
opposite- side of Burbank Road from the present house. Other structural 
archaeological remains on the property likely include the remains of a 
"stockade" southwest of the present house used for civic purposes, machine 
shops, and the remains of a distillery used to manufacture cider brandy 
located on the stream west of the pond north of Burbank Road. A cemetery 
containing the remains of over thirty individuals, including Freegrace Marble 
and his descendants, is also located on the property. Oral tradition states 
that the northwest corner of the cemetery was reserved for Indian burials and 
contains a stone dated 1784, reportedly marking the grave of a native chief. 
Occupational- related features (trash pits, privies, wells) likely survive 
associated with existing 19th century structures and earlier 18th century 
remains. A restructured privy is present in a shed attached to the house, 
however, i t is unknown whether or not this site is the same as earlier 18th 
and 19th century privies located on the farm. Colonial period wells are 
reported on the farm. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

O nationally I I statewide [ x l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria f x l A I I B f ^ C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A [ I ] B Q C C U F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

architecture ca. 1763-1939 N/A 
agriculture exploration/settlement 

Cultural Affiliation  
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder  
N/A unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Freegrace Marble Farm, Sutton, Massachusetts, i s a farm complex of 
s ix ty - three acres located on land set t led by Freegrace Marble, one of the 
town's o r ig ina l s e t t l e r s , in the 1720s. Comprising the core of the early 
farm, the property has maintained a continuous association with Sutton's 
agr icu l tu ra l h is tory from the mid-18th century to the present. A f ine example 
of an 18th-century farmstead that has evolved over two and one-half centur ies. 
Marble Farm includes a farmhouse, a barn and outbui ld ings, and f i e l ds defined 
by stone wal ls throughout. The farm also features a la te 18th-century 
cemetery and documented s i tes of archaeological potent iona l . The re la t ionsh ip 
of bui ldings and f i e l d s to c i r cu la t i on networks and natural features has been 
maintained. Retaining i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, se t t i ng , mater ia ls , 
workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion. Marble Farm meets C r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

Sutton is an agr icu l tu ra l and res ident ia l community located between the 
French and Blackstone River val leys on a h i s to r i c east-west cor r idor between 
Massachusetts Bay and the Connecticut River Val ley. In 1704 a group of Boston 
propr ietors purchased a t r a c t of land eight miles square from John Wampus 
(a l ias White) and Company, Nipmuck Indians. The purchase included the present 
town of M i l lbury , set o f f as the North Precinct of Sutton in 1742 and 
incorporated as a separate town in 1813. Immediately to the northeast was 
Hassanamisco P lanta t ion, a four-square-mile area established as the t h i r d ' 
praying town in Massachusetts in 1654. Praying towns were Christ ian 
missionary centers set up in the la te 1600's by John E l i o t and Daniel Gookin 
to convert Native Americans to Chr is t ian ty . Hassanamisco was l a te r purchased 
by colonia ls and incorporated as the town of Grafton in 1735. 

Action leading to the settlement of Sutton was delayed by Queen Anne's War 
un t i l November 17, 1714, when the f i r s t recorded meeting of the Sutton 
propr ietors was held in Boston. The p lo t was surveyed and divided in to house 
l o t s short ly thereaf te r . An early settlement in 1716 of three fami l ies in 
cabins near the present town center expanded to t h i r t y fami l ies by the end of 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the Freegrace Marble Farm encompasses l o t s 2, 47, and 55 on 

Sheet 10 of the Town of Sutton assessors map, See attached. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary of the nominated property, largely defined by stone walls, comprises 

the h i s t o r i c core of the Freegrace Marble Farm, and the extent of the farm intact 

as a single property since ca. 1880. I I See continuation sheet 
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1717. The f i r s t house l o t s were located on the north side of the Oxford Road 
(Boston Post Road, now Boston Road) near Singletary Lake. 

The f i r s t town meeting was held December 3, 1718 and a meetinghouse was 
erected in 1719. Constructed on the west side of the present common, 
southeast of Singletary Lake, the meetinghouse was adjacent to a burying 
ground, t r a in ing f i e l d , and the school l o t . Although some early settlement 
occurred at the meetinghouse locat ion on the Boston Post Road in north-central 
Sutton, the general pattern of the town's colonial development was dispersed 
farmsteads rather than a nucleated v i l l a g e . Native American settlement 
continued to be present in the northeast section of the town near 
Hassanamisco/Grafton. 

Sutton was a wealthy agr icu l tu ra l town during the colonial per iod, and i t s 
locat ion on a primary east-west t ransportat ion corr idor as well as the 
north-south Blackstone River val ley was a s i gn i f i can t factor in development. 
Population boomed in the mid-18th century, from 130 se t t l e rs in 1735 to 2,138 
( including Mi l lbury) in 1765, at which time the town was the most populous in 
Worcester County. Agr icu l tura l a c t i v i t y focused on dairy products and c a t t l e , 
though throughout the 18th century Sutton farms also produced large grass 
crops and f r u i t harvests. Early m i l l pr iv i leges were located on Singletary 
Lake and in the north prec inct , now Mi l l bu ry . 

Freegrace Marble (1682-1775) was one of Sutton's f i r s t t h i r t y s e t t l e r s . 
Or ig ina l l y from Andover, Massachusetts, Marble was a mason by trade and 
reportedly worked on the Old State House (1712) in Boston. Tradi t ion holds 
that his marriage to Mary Sibley was the f i r s t marriage in Sutton. The f i r s t 
of t he i r f i ve chi ldren was born in 1721. Marble served as one of Sutton's 
selectmen in 1727. [Benedict and Tracy, 687, 795]. 

Marble's purchase of land at the easternmost edge of Sutton's established 
settlement in the 1720s predates the establishment of Worcester County (1731) 
and thus is not recorded in county deed records. The fac t that Marble 
previously owned property i s mentioned in a deed of 1737, when he purchased 
ten acres bordering his farm from Simon Dakin (Bk. 9, p.118). The extent of 
Marble's holdings i s uncerta in, although he is known to have owned at least 
268 acres, most l i k e l y extending north and east of the present farm between 
Burbank and Dudley Roads. 

The s ix ty - th ree acres of Marble Farm const i tu te the core of the or ig ina l 
farmstead, which was subdivided among members of the Marble family in the la te 
18th and early 19th centur ies. On July 6, 1763, Marble conveyed a large t r a c t 
of land in Sutton to each of his three sons for 300 each. Oldest son Samuel 
received 88 acres (BK. 72, p. 362), Enoch received 80 acres (BK. 237, p.322), 
and youngest son Malachi received 100 acres east of the present Burbank Road, 
including a dwell ing house and barn (BK. 65, p. 12). Already married and the 
father of two chi ldren by July of 1763, Malachi kept his 100-acre t r a c t i n tac t 
un t i l his death in 1810. In the in te r im , he fathered ten more ch i ld ren , 
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marrying a second time in 1786. To Malachi i s a t t r ibu ted the construct ion of 
the larger farmhouse, and the change from a s ing le -p i l e center-chimney plan 
oriented south to a double-pi le center-hal l plan or iented west. 

Following the death of Malachi Marble in 1810, the farm was divided 
between his widow, Ab iga i l , and ten he i r s , the widow receiving as her dowery 
at least twenty-eight acres of pasturage and farming, mowing, and orchard 
land, as well as an in te res t in the house and outbui ld ings. Other bui ldings 
on the farm at the time include a barn, horse s tab le, wood house, and hog 
house (Probate Doc. 38606). In 1822 Ezra Marble, administrator of his father 
Malachi's esta te , sold the he i rs ' share, comprising at least 64 acres and a l l 
bui ld ings and p r i v i l eges , to his brother Simeon Marble, a merchant from New 
Haven, Connecticut (BK. 226, p. 633). This 64-acre parcel , which was fur ther 
divided among Malachi's heirs fo l lowing the death of his widow in 1825, 
appears to have been largely reassembled in the t h i r d quarter of the 19th 
century. In 1827, Simeon Marble sold the farm, then reduced to 47 3/4 acres, 
to Ol iver Leland of Uxbridge (BK. 276, p. 257). O l i ver ' s son Austin Leland 
acquired adjacent parcels between 1868 and 1880 to enlarge the farm to i t s 
present acreage. Remaining in the Leland family un t i l Aust in 's death in 
1895, the farm passed to Victor Donais (Dona) of Mi l lbury (BK. 1494, p. 276), 
and to the current owners in 1937 (BK. 2688, 289). 

The pr ivate cemetery at the northern end of the farm i s pa r t i cu la r l y 
s i gn i f i can t for i t s association with the Marble family from the la te 18th 
century through the mid-19th century. Extant grave stones and Sutton V i ta l 
Records to the end of 1849 document at least th i r teen Marbles buried in the 
cemetery, although other family members who died in Sutton are l i k e l y buried 
here. Among the ea r l i es t known bur ia ls are those of Freegrace Marble (whose 
stone is undated); Mary, f i r s t wife of Malachi (d , 1782); Mary Hall (d . 1795, 
age 6 ) , granddaughter of Malachi; and Malachi Marble (d . 1810). However, the 
major i ty of known bur ia ls are for descendants of Freegrace Marble through his 
second son Enoch, including Enoch's second son Maj. Alpheus Marble (d . 1807), 
his wife Anna (d . 1826), and at least three of the i r seven ch i ld ren: Capt. 
Samuel Marble (d . 1849), Hannah [Nora] Rice (d . 1844), and Alpheus Marble (d. 
1830). Their youngest c h i l d , Freegrace, great-grandson of the or ig ina l 
Freegrace (d . 1775), died in 1792 at the age of 7 years. Whether the undated 
gravestone in the cemetery marked the grave of the or ig ina l Sutton se t t l e r or 
the ch i l d has not been determined. The cemetery also contains the graves of 
three great-grandchildren of Maj. Alpheus Marble, a l l of whom died in the 
1840s, and James W. Barnes and his w i fe , who owned the farm immediately north 
of the cemetery in the mid-19th century [Benedict and Tracy, 390]. The oral 
t r a d i t i o n among the farm's owners that the northwest corner of the cemetery 
was reserved for Indian bur ia ls merits fu r ther inves t iga t ion . 

Freegrace Marble set t led between the f l a t - t o - r o l 1 i n g lands of early 
settlement at the Center to the west, and the drumlin-and-wetland environment 
of northeast Sutton. Hassanamisco Indians were present on adjacent land to 
the east when Marble arr ived and may have been responsible for the i n i t i a l 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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clear ing of a port ion of Marble's farm. Indian occupation of the terrace at 
the heart of the farm, is evidenced by surface f inds such as stone mortars and 
pestles near the spring northeast of the house. [Bowden, 16-18] 

Each of the so i l types on Marble farm is especial ly suited to one or more 
of the farm uses necessary to the success of a subsistence farm economy. 
Stone wa l l s , i n tac t from at least the early 19th century, mark h i s to r i c f i e l d 
patterns and correspond to changes in the s o i l . The ter race, consist ing of 
Sutton loam, well suited to c u l t i v a t i o n of corn, oats, and vegetables, was for 
over 200 years the prime vegetable and grain land of the farm. The area south 
of the house, on Charlton loam, was p a r t i a l l y l e f t i n a woodlot of hardwoods, 
undoubtedly providing the framing and f in ishes in chestnut, oak, and pine for 
the house. An apple orchard would have occupied the cleared area on the crest 
of the southern drumlin. North of the ter race, the land to the west i s 
bounded by stone wa l l s , and was used for permanent pasture and haying. To the 
east along the lower stream is an extensive wetland with sluggish drainage, an 
area presumably l e f t by the Marbles as a water source for ca t t l e pasturing 
fur ther east. In the northwest section of the farm, oh Gloucester f ine sandy 
loam, f i ve small f i e l ds of between two and f i ve acres each are marked by stone 
wa l l s . These f i e l ds were l i k e l y al ternated between pasture and mowing, 
although traces of apple trees survive in the southwesternmost of the f i ve 
f i e l d s . F i n a l l y , the main use of f i e l ds on Paxton loam in the northeast 
section of the farm, "cer ta in ly in the commercial dairy phase in the 
nineteenth century and probably also in the subsistence per iod, was for 
mowing." A port ion of these f i e l d s was maintained as wood pasture in to the 
part- t ime farm era in th 20th century. [Bowden, 12-22] 

H is tor ic land uses at Marble Farm r e f l e c t Sutton's agr icu l tu ra l 
development in the 18th, 19th and 20th centur ies. . Haying, ca t t l e r a i s i ng , 
da i ry ing , and f r u i t harvesting were the pr inc ipal a c t i v i t i e s in the years up 
to the end of the C iv i l War. Sutton's ecl ipse by the neighboring town of 
Northbridge as the local core of economic a c t i v i t y re f lec ted a s h i f t i n 
regional economic production from an agrarian to a manufacturing base. 
Agr icu l ture remained strong, however, in l i g h t of the onset of t e x t i l e 
manufacturing in Sutton in the 1820s. The market fo r Sutton produce and 
l ivestock grew and access ib i l i t y increased, pa r t i cu la r l y a f te r the opening of 
the east-west Central turnpike (1824) and the Providence & Worcester Railroad 
(1848) through Wi lk insonv i l le in the northeasternmost section of town. 

Agr icu l ture in Sutton and elsewhere in the region underwent a number of 
changes during the la te 19th and early 20th centur ies, tending toward more 
special ized production on indiv idual farms. Large-scale dairy ing was 
concentrated on fewer farms with larger herds, milk production per cow doubled 
as a resu l t of improved breeding, poultry and swine ra is ing also became 
concentrated on several farms, and large commercial orchards were planted. 
Marble Farm, then under the ownership of Austin Leland, probably played a 
l im i ted role in these large-scale developments. The farm's production l i k e l y 
focused on the production of butter and cheese, the predominant 19th-century 
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dairy ing a c t i v i t y which increased at the end of the century with the 
organization of several milk dealers and a local creamery. Haying and the 
cut t ing of firewood were also important l oca l l y and on Marble Farm, as large 
markets fo r these goods were found in nearby Worcester. Several farms in 
eastern Sutton were purchased and planted with apple trees in the 1910s, 
changing the nature of agr icu l ture in that part of town from pr imar i ly dairy 
to f r u i t . The year of the chestnut b l i g h t , 1922, also brought an ice storm 
that destroyed many of the older orchards. Af ter the hurricane of 1938, the 
era of the small farm orchard such as that on Marble Farm essent ia l ly ended. 
Agr icu l ture remained the mainstay of Sutton's economy to ca. 1940, 
pa r t i cu la r l y a f te r the collapse of the town's t e x t i l e industry in the la te 
1920s. 

The bui ld ings on Marble Farm are typ ica l of the dispersed family 
farmsteads that characterized Sutton in the 18th century. As noted e a r l i e r , 
the discreet farm bu i ld ings , each serving a par t i cu la r func t ion , are clustered 
and separated from the house in the manner of 18th-century farmsteads, unl ike 
the multi-purpose barns of ten connected to the house in the 19th-century 
pat tern . The farmhouse i t s e l f represents the most common class of bu i ld ing in 
18th-century Worcester County, the s ingle-story dwel l ing. [ S t e i n i t z , 2-1] 
Archi tectural and other physical evidence suggests that the present house i s 
an updated and enlarged replacement of an e a r l i e r , s ing le -s to ry , 
center-chimney house on the same s i t e . Construction of a larger house could 
be a t t r i bu ted to changes e i ther in family size or in the social and economic 
re la t ionsh ip of the family with the community. [Stachiw and Small, 143, 147] 
Both factors may have influenced the decision to bu i ld a new house at Marble 
Farm. • Between 1785 and 1792, Malachi Marble married for the second t ime, his 
eleventh and twe l f th chi ldren were born, three of his daughters were married 
and possibly some of his sons. These changes undoubtedly created a need for 
addi t ional space in the household. 

Construction of another s ingle-story house, with the updated center-hal l 
plan and two end chimneys, instead of a two-story house may have been rooted 
in e i ther s t y l i s t i c considerations or f inanc ia l circumstances. Although the 
two-story center-hal l house f i r s t appeared in Sutton in 1767, the form 
remained uncommon, with no new two-story center-hal l houses b u i l t again un t i l 
1794. The associat ion of such a house in the post-Revolution years with Tory 
l o y a l i s t s and B r i t i s h gentry may account for th i s phenomenon. [Bowden, 6] 
However, since two-story, center-chimney houses continued to be b u i l t in 
"a rch i tec tu ra l l y conservative Sutton" in to the 1790s, Marble's decision to 
rebui ld in one story indicates that f inanc ia l considerations may have been a 
fac to r . One study suggests that the farm may have been too small or too 
diverse in i t s so i l s and resources to special ize and take f u l l advantage of 
new markets fo r dairy produce and vegetables in surrounding m i l l v i l l ages and 
towns. The new one-story house may r e f l e c t the fami ly 's already marginal 
f inanc ia l pos i t ion in the la te 18th century. [Bowden, 6] This condit ion i s 
s t i l l indicated as la te as 1822, when the farm as part of Malachi's estate was 
sold to Simeon Marble, a merchant residing in New Haven and one of Malachi's 
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sons and he i r s . The sale suggests that Simeon's brothers and brothers- in- law 
i n Sutton, most of them farmers, were unable to carry the property. 

Economic concerns continued to threaten the i n t e g r i t y of Marble Farm. The 
tremendous pressure of commercial and res ident ia l development along the Route 
146 corr idor north and east of the farm is of immediate concern. Also 
s ign i f i can t i s gravel p i t expansion, current ly concentrated on the east side 
of Route 146 but also in evidence southeast of the farm. National Register 
l i s t i n g would a f fo rd some degree of protect ion fo r t h i s i n tac t agr icu l tu ra l 
landscape. 

( c o n t i u e d ) 
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Archaeological Signif icance 

Since patterns of preh is tor ic occupation in Sutton are poorly understood, 
any surviv ing s i tes would be s i gn i f i can t . Prehistor ic s i tes in th i s area 
could provide valuable information on upland settlement and subsistence along 
the i n t e r i o r Blackstone River drainage as well as the re la t ionship between 
these s i tes and coastal settlement to the south along Narragansett Bay. 
Considerable research potent ial ex ists for preh is tor ic s i tes on the Marble 
Farm. 

His tor ic archaeological remains on the Freegrace Marble Farm o f fe r the 
potent ia l for providing detai led information on the changing soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , 
and economic patterns that characterized a cont inual ly operated uplands 
farmstead from the 18th century to the present. The farm's unbroken 
association with Sutton's agr icu l tu ra l h is tory of fers the potent ia l for 
analyzing agr icu l tu ra l development at a minimum of three, l eve l s , including the 
indiv idual who owned and operated the farm, the farm's place in the local 
economy, and how local agr icu l tu ra l economies were influenced by regional 
pat terns. Sutton developed as a wealthy agr icu l tu ra l community in the 
Colonial period with agr icu l ture remaining important in to the 19th and early 
20th centuries in spi te of Sutton's 19th century indus t r ia l development. 
Archaeological and documentary resources associated wi t j i the Marble family can 
contr ibute great ly towards a better understanding of th is development and the 
ro le Marble Farm played in i t , pa r t i cu la r l y in the role of special ized 
production on indiv idual farms. Information pertaining to social change can 
also be derived from archaeological resources. Information pertaining to 
changes in the family and the i r ro le i t played in agr icu l tu ra l production can 
be derived from analysis of occupational related features a-nd st ructura l 
remains of now-extant farm dwel l ings. 

( e n d ) 
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Geographical Data 

Grafton and Worcester South quads 
Scale 1:25000 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 
A 19 273110 4671210 (Grafton quad) 
B 19 272670 4670860 (Wore. So. quad) 
C 19 272470 4671100 (Wore. So. quad) 
D 19 272560 4671200 (Wore. So. quad) 
E- 19 272480 4671390 (Wore. So. quad) 
F 19 272750 4671550 (Wore. So. quad) 
G 19 272710 4671640 (Wore. So. quad) 
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1 House last quarter 18th cent. vernac. Fed. C B 
2 Barn ca. 1830 vernacular C B 
3 Equipment shelter mid- to late 19th cent. vernacular C B 
4 Storage barn mid- to late 19th cent. vernaeul ar C B 
5 Cemetery last quarter 18th cent. — C St. 
6 Landscape 

(Incl.hayfields. 
last 18th/19th cent. — c Si 

pastures, wooded areas. 
streams and spring. plus 
stone walls and stonebridge 
over lower stream) 

7 House (demolished) mid-18th cent. — NC* Si. 
8 Stockade (demolished) mid-18th cent. — NC* Si. 
9 Distillery (demolished) early 19th cent. — NC* Si. 

KEY 
C~= contributing NC = noncontributing 
B = building Si . = site St.=strueture 
* - noncontributing due to lack of information 

at the present time 
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Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul1: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination form: 

Freegrace Marble Farm Historic District, 80 Burbank Road, Sutton, (Worcester 
County), Massachusetts. 

There has been no owner objections for the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State His tor ic Preservation Of f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Fr^iedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

Fnec 

Enclosure; 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


