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The First United Methodist Church in Aberdeen, South Dakota is an
Eclectic Revival adaptation of the Byzantine style of architecture.
The walls are composed of brick upon a high basement of cut stone. Red
tiles cover the roof. The dome on pendentives has an open lantern atop the
Terneplate-covered roof. The floor plan of the Church does not follow the
pattern of a Greek cross established in Byzantine architecture. Basically,
the Methodist Church is a rectangular building with the apse protruding
out on the northeast corner. To either side of the protruding apse is a
parapet encasing a large round-headed window. Circular and small round-
headed windows appear in the apse, while various sizes of rectangular
double-hung windows appear in the apse, while various sizes of rectangular
double-hung windows are found around the building. Encircling the dome
are circular windows, also seen in the top of the parapets.

The east and apse entrances have Renaissance doorways. The north en-
trance is recessed behind a large segmental arch. Decorations include
brackets under the cornice of the apse and broadfoot crosses in circles
to either side of the parapets and on the dome.

A two story modern addition was attached to part of the north and all
of the west walls of the building. Unfortunately, the addition was not
done in sympathy with the original design.

The interior and exterior of the old church are in excellent condition.
The Church, at the corner of S. Lincoln Street and SE 5th Avenue together
with 1its parking lot to the south, occupy the west half of the block.
Travelers along U.S. Highway 212 can easily see the prominent First United
Methodist Church. !
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Byzantine style of architecture influenced few buildings in
South Dakota. Most examples of the style appear on public buildings
and churches. The Aberdeen First United Methodist Church remains as
extant evidence of this important style's limited influence in the state.

Originally known as "First Methodist", the Church has been the main
setting for Methodist religious activities in Aberdeen since its construc-

tion in 1904-05.
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Even though Byzantine architecture has limited influence, it stands out wherever
it exists. Thus, the First United Methodist Church is not only unique to the
community, but it is one of the most impressive architectural features in
Aberdeen. It’ probably could not be replaced.



