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The Provincetown Public Library i slocated i nthecenter of Provincetown on
the northwest side of Commercial Street. |t i sresidential i nscale, as i s
the rest of thetown, and i san important visual element in thetown-scape.
The Library i sarchitecturallysignificant as theonly building in town

with a mansard roof and i sconpatible in height, massing, set-back, and color
with theother buildings in thearea.

The Library i s2 stories high with a vernacular mansard roof, covered with

cl apboards instead of roofing material. The building rests ona lowhrick
foundation with no cellar, and theonly entrance i sset two steps up from
the street level. A 1 story pi*rtico with vernacular carvings and dentils

shelters theentrance. The cornice i ssupported by paired scroll work
brackets, and sinmple pilasters define thecorners of thebuilding. The

wi ndows of thefirst twofloors have 1/1 (nodern) sash topped with triangular
and segmentally arched pedi ments supported on brackets. The windowsi n

the mansard roof arearched and topped by shallow gable dormers, except

for the wi ndow above t heportico, which i stopped by an Italianate modillioned
cornice. The building once had a cupola which was either blown off or

renoved nany years ago; t heplanned restoration includes replacing thecupola.
Three wi ndows which ar e now covered will also be restored totheir original
condition. The exterior of thebuilding i scovered with vinyl siding

because t helibrary could not afford t heupkeep of the wooden cl apboards.

The siding imtates i ncolor and size theoriginal clapboards.

The interior of the building i ssinmple and unpretentious.. The wal | s are
plaster and thetrimis plain painted wood. Because t hebuilding has
al ways been used as a library nmuch of theinterior is*original.
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The Provincetown Piiblic Library i ssignificant both architecturally and asan

important cultural resource for thecomunity i tserves.
to serve as apublic library,

ing but econom cally depressed town.

Built by thetown i n 1874

its style i sadelightful exanple of provincial
civic architecture; i ti salso theonly exanple of this style i ntown. The
Library i san expression of community pride; it i sanelegant building i na charm

Trustees of thelibrary, but i sfunded by t he town.

The Library i salso animportant educational and cultural
peopl e who live i nProvincetown,
and writers, many of whomare internationally known.
Library hastraditionally served this artistic comunity as well

The building isprivately owied by the

resource for the

The town i sfamous for its community of artists
The Provincetown Public

as t heot her

residents of thetown. Sone of thefamous library card holders include Eugene
O Neill, John Dos Passes, Sinclair Lewis, Franz Kline, Robert Motherwell, Tennessee

Wlliams, and Norman Mail er.

The Provincetown Public Library i sa social

center, a source of information,

the preserver of thetown's unparalleled historical record, anda focal point

in Provincetown's unique hunman scal e appearance.

artists andauthors, it helps toenrich all our lives.

By serving Anerica's great "
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