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The Provincetown Public Library i s located i n the center of Provincetown on 
the northwest side of Commercial Street. I t i s re s i d e n t i a l i n scale, as i s 
the rest of the town, and i s an important visual element i n the town-scape. 
The Library i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the only building i n town 
with a mansard roof and i s compatible i n height, massing, set-back, and color 
with the other buildings i n the area. 

The Library i s 2 stories high with a vernacular mansard roof, covered with 
clapboards instead of roofing material. The building rests on a low brick 
foundation with no c e l l a r , and the only entrance i s set two steps up from 
the street l e v e l . A 1 story pi^rtico with vernacular carvings and dentils 
shelters the entrance. The cornice i s supported by paired s c r o l l work 
brackets, and simple p i l a s t e r s define the corners of the building. The 
windows of the f i r s t two flo o r s have 1/1 (modern) sash topped with triangular 
and segmentally arched pediments supported on brackets. The windows i n 
the mansard roof are arched and topped by shallow gable dormers,except 
for the window above the portic o , which i s topped by an I t a l i a n a t e modillioned 
cornice. The building once had a cupola which was either blown o f f or 
removed many years ago; the planned restoration includes replacing the cupola. 
Three windows which are now covered w i l l also be restored to t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
condition. The exterior of the building i s covered with v i n y l siding 
because the Library could not afford the upkeep of the wooden clapboards. 
The siding imitates i n color and size the o r i g i n a l clapboards. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building i s simple and unpretentious.. The walls are 
plaster and the t r i m i s p l a i n painted wood. Because the building has 
always been used as a l i b r a r y much of the i n t e r i o r i s ^ o r i g i n a l . 
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The Provincetown Piiblic Library i s s i g n i f i c a n t both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and as an 
important c u l t u r a l resource f o r the community i t serves. B u i l t by the town i n 1874 
to serve as a public l i b r a r y , i t s style i s a d e l i g h t f u l example of prov i n c i a l 
c i v i c architecture; i t i s also the only example of t h i s style i n town. The 
Library i s an expression of community pride; i t i s an elegant building i n a charm­
ing but economically depressed town. The building i s p r i v a t e l y owned by the 
Trustees of the Library, but i s funded by the town. 

The Library i s also an important educational and c u l t u r a l resource f o r the 
people who l i v e i n Provincetown, The town i s famous fo r i t s community of a r t i s t s 
and w r i t e r s , many of whom are i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known. The Provincetown Public 
Library has t r a d i t i o n a l l y served t h i s a r t i s t i c community as well as the other 
residents of the town. Some of the famous l i b r a r y card holders include Eugene 
O'Neill, John Dos Passes, Sinclair Lewis, Franz Kline, Robert Motherwell, Tennessee 
Williams, and Norman Mailer. 

The Provincetown Public Library i s a social center, a source of information, 
the preserver of the town's unparalleled h i s t o r i c a l record, and a focal point 
in Provincetown's unique human scale appearance. By serving America's great ̂  
a r t i s t s and authors, i t helps to enrich a l l our l i v e s . 
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