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1. Name

hisoric Jbrg|Col.on»l Adeber*s*ssmaii“iHouse

and/or common e
2. Location

street & number 75 Pf,rk Stfftf» N/A not for publication
city, town Hudson vicinity of
date Ivfassachusetts code 025 Middlesex aoce 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process . X yes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Bernard M. and Carol S. Flavhan
street & number 76 Park Street

caty, tovn Hudson, MA }i/JiA vicinity of state  Mass.

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex C.ourtty Regi.stry nf DQJﬂC;
street & number Sout hern District
city, town Cambridge. state m

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historical _ _
title Assets of the Commowedth=tf=//O t¥'s propaty been deemined degible? yes

date 1981 federal X state . county

depostory for arvey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington St.
cty,tomn  Boston, dae MA 02108

. local



7. DGSCI’IptIOn The Col onel Adal bert Mossnman House, 76 Park St., Hudson

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X origina site
good ruins altered noved date HA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Col onel Nossnan House stands i na residential neighborhood on the sout hem
edge of downtown Hudson. Its 34 acre | otissituated at the northeast comer of
Park and Rutland. Streets; a slight rise upward to the north gives the house

addi tional physical prom nence.

Located i n a nei ghborhood of contenporary Victorian devel opnent, the Mbsshan
House is pl aced about 75 feet distant fromPark Street and approximately 100 feet
fromadj acent houses. Directly across the street isthe town green, which borders
on a tranquil section of the Assabet River. An historic footbridge across

the river isvisible fromthe front veranda of the Mssnan House --a romantic
suburban setting echoed by the property's |andscaping. To the rear (north)

of the main building isa smll, detached garage built in 1952,

The Mbssnan Hhukeisa 2 Y2 sWf wood frame structure wixn a slat™-tiled , .
hiip roof. . The. basical | yrectan®* 2 Y2 story ;
gabl ed pavilion set asymetrically on each elevation and by a 3-story tower with
conical roof on the southeast comer. All walls are sheathed i nclapboard

except for the tower and the attic story of the pavilions, which are covered with
decorative wood shingles. A one-story veranda curves 100 feet around the facade
(south) and east elevations.

Queen Anne omanentation i s found i ncharacteristic profusion. Plain comer

boards and fascia frame the walls, while the Iarge /1 w ndows have sinple nol dings

and functional blinds. This sinple backdrop enﬁ asi zes the decorativeshingling, ornately
carved scrol |l brackets of the pavilions (with their cut-back coners) and tower,

and the hi ?hly.(Qmate.,v?randa..,(The. nain decorativeelenment, ,|.le .veranda ..r”sts on a
georetric latticework. Its paired Eosts, shaped |ike ungainly furniture legs, stand on
panel ed plinths® which aro sparned by a short, heav% bal ustrade; scrolled brackets flank
the tops of the posts. Marking the entrance tothe house i s a pedimented gabl e, suPported on
sem circul ar sunburst brackets. Bay w ndows arefound onthe east and west sides o

the housed ?nd Lhe west side al so contains a smal |l er second veranda |eadingto the servant
stairs and kitchen.

The 20-roominterior of the Mssnan House i s equal |y el aborate. The nore si Fnifi cant
architectural featuresincluderich Victorian moldings and franes, intricately

carved mantels with marble trim several curved walls, sliding doors, and a fine gas-lit
stairway. The first floor was designed for 8 roons (counter-clockw sefromthe north
comer): coachman's room parlor, sitting room kitchen, pant rgl, full bath, breakfast
room and dining room O the second floor are (in the san@ order): a sewng room master
bedr oom bedroom gane room |aundry room full bath, linen room and bedroom The

third floor contains two small bedroons and two storage roons.

The house renains today inlargely original conditions and setting. The original carriage
house, however, vas replaced i n 1952, The present garage isa 1 1/2 story gabl ed
structure, sheathed i nclapboards.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education X military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
A1900- communications . industry X politics/government . transportation
. Invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1895 Builder/Architect Colonel Adelbert Masman

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Mbssnan House retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, |ocation, R
and setting. [tissignificant forits associationswith afigure prom nent

in local and statehistory andfor its architectural inportance i nthe devel opnent of

the community. The property thus neets criteria B and Cof the National Register

of Historic P aces.

Col onel Adel bert Mbssnan (1848-1945) was the designer, building supervisor, and

first owner of the Mssnaji House. Col. Mssnan was a veteran of the Civil Vér

and in 1887 founded, organized ahd conmanded Hidson's first militia. He'rose fromthe
rank of Captain to Colonel inthis unit. Uonhis retirenent fromthe Hidsonmlitiain
1901, Mssnan was appoi nted assistant Adjutant General of the Gomrmonweal th. Concurrently,
he received apf)op ntments as Sergeant-At-Arns of the State Huse and supervisor of the pur-
chasing of building supplies for the state Superintendent of Buil dings.

Mbssnan was a gent| eman of neans and social promnence. He was a nenfer and | eader
of several chapters of the Masons, and frequentlyentertained!local, state, and
mlitary officials inhis Park Street house.

Founded i n 1866 fromparts of Marlborough and S ow Hudson devel oped rapidly as
an industrial coiTrunity during the 19th century. However » nuch-of earl|y Hidson
was destroyed inadevastating fire in 1894  Mssnan and ot her conmunity |eaders
contributed to a remarkabl e decade of rebuilding, which resultedi naii'uliusual
harnony of architectural style andcharacter.

Col onel Mbssnan conbi ned hi s personal weal th and uni que position of purchasing building
supplies for the stateto create anarchitectural showplace for the community. Further, he
had the foresight to |ocate his residence opposite the toan, park and Assabet River,
assuring its protection fromundesirable future devel opnent. The house has had only three
owlers Inits 80 year |ifetime.

The Mssnan Hbuse represents an age of [uxury and a lifestyle of el egance. The rich
architectural detailing andgrand interior plan areclear reflections of the high style
character - both aesthetic andsocial - of the period. Thevivacity and integrity

of It_ltjas particular design distinguish the I4)ssnan House from nany of its contenporaries
in son.



9. Major Bibliographical References

The Mbssnan Fam |y Hi story, Hiudson Public Library, Hidson Historical Society, R dson, M\ 1938.
Hudson News-Enterprise, ' Mssnan Cbituary,” Hiudson Historical Society, Hiudson Public

Library, My 3, 1945.
Registry of Deeds, 76 Park St. Hiudson, M\ Book 6990, Py. 356, June 8, 1946.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 3/4 acre
Quadrangle name Hudson. MA Quadrangle scale 1: 25,000
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Verbal bpiindary jdespription and justification

Beginning at the Southwesterly comer thereof at the corner of said Streets and running
thence by said Park Street, North 42 1/4* East two-hundred, twenty-two and one-half (222 1/2)
feet to land formerly of Beebe thence by said land formerly of Bedoe South'47 3/4' East

List all statesand counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
namefite WHE\DY FRONTIHROwith Bernard M. Flavhan, D.D.S., Marba Hudson His. Society

organizaion Massachusetts Historical Copnission dae February 24, 1982
drest & numba 294 Washington  St. tele’hini 727-8470
cdty ortown  Boston state VA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offic.fr for t"e National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer gignature  \ (fihiA\ AVWA=TAJVMA

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae /A1M0CCge>Mf~  oa

For HCRS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register
A y En-sred in tiia
date
. . "TV
eeper of the National Registel

Attest: date

GPO 936 635
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[tem Q. .. V

Personal Communi cation - Rev. Robert Witington (ret. Col. USAP Past President,
Hiudson Historical Society andofficiator at the Mssnan funeral, 12 LincolnSt.,
Hidson (617-562-6049), Cctober, 1981.

Personal Conmunication - M. Alfred M Braga (acquaintance of Col. Adel bert
Mbssman), Past President, Hiudson Historical Society, 102 Wshington St.,
Hudson, M\ (617-562- 3296), Septenber, 1981.

[tem1O0.

one hundred seventy-two and & 10 (172.6) feet, nore or less, t oland now or
formerlil of Ednonson; thence by said |and now or fornerly of Ednonson
Southerly eighty and 510 (8.5) feet to said Rutland Street; and thence by
said Rutland Street Westerly two-hundred and sixty-nine (269) feet to the
comer first mentioned.
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Photographs
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WAS3. MoTl. G/iM
TOWN OF HUDSON

MASSACHUSETTS 01749
Gfice of the:
Hudson Historical Conmm ssion
lviarch 11, 1982

Ms. Patricia L. i, Veslowski

Executive Director .

State Historic Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

294 Washi ngton Street ' [ *
Boston, M\ 02108 - nox

Dear Ms. Wfeslov/ski:
Thank you f or your letter of March 2, 1982 informng ne
that the Col. Adel bert Mdssnman House, 76 Park Street, Hudson
wi Il be considered by the State Review Board on April 1~ for
nom nation to the National Register of Historic places.
The Hudson Historical Co.nmssion i sfully supportive of
the nomnation and feels the Mss.nan hone i s an outstanding '

exanple of the distinctive characteristics of the Queen Anne
Peri od.

It I can be of any further assistance, please | et ne know

Sincerely yours,

° ! ! J/\/\yUA' /\/\/\"/\_/\"n__w
. " r Alfred M Braga
R . Chai r man

-0 - > e 102 Washington Street
oo Hudson, M\ 01779



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
H|STOR|CAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 24, 1982

Mr. Jerry Rogers

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places
National Park SerAdce L,
Department of the Interior - .
Washington, D.C. 20243 {1%

Dear Mr. Rogers: S ' . o
Encl osed youwill find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Adans - Phillips Volen M Il (local)
Adans - RenfrewM || #2 (local)
Bel chertown - Wl ker Collis House (local)

t Hudson - Col. Adel bert Nossnan House (I ocal)
Lenox - Lenox Acadeny (state)
Lenox - The "Church ontheHill" (local)
New Bedford - Dawson Buil dmg (I ocal)
New Mar | borough - New |”rl|borou® Village Historic District (local)
Nor 14 Andover - Machi ne Shop Villagfe (state)
Pittsfield - Wl lison- Shipton Building (local)
Rockport - Sewal|-Scripture Fouse (local) ;

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been si gned
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notifiedof
pending State ReAdew Board considerations 30-75 days before the neeting

and were afforded theopportunity tocomment. Gnments receivedtodate
are attached t othenomnation fbrns.

Sincerely,

Candace J

Registrat ioiTDirector
NMassachusetts Historical Commisson
Encl osur es o,

Alnas |\ .



