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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received 

date er?ter( 

historic Jbrg|Col.on»l Adelber^s^ssmaii^iHouse 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 75 Pf , rk S t f f t f » N/A not for publication 

city, town Hudson 

state Ivfassachusetts 

vicinity of 

code 025 Middlesex code 017 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

.X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
. X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Bernard M. and Carol S. Flavhan 

street & number 76 Park Street 

city, town Hudson, MA } i /Ji^ vicinity of state Mass. 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex C.ourtty Regi.stry nf Depflc; 

street & number Southern District 

city, town Cambridge. state m 
6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Inventory o£ the Historical  
Assets of the Commonwealthj=tf= //O t̂ '̂s property been determined elegible? yes no title 

date 1981 federal X state . county . local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington St.  

city, town Boston, state MA 02108 



7. Descript ion The Colonel Adalbert Mossman House, 76 Park St., Hudson 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
good ruins altered moved date HA 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Colonel Nfossman House stands in a residential neighborhood on the southem 
edge of downtown Hudson. Its 3/4 acre lot is situated at the northeast comer o£ 
Park and Rutland. Streets; a slight rise upward to the north gives the house 
additional physical prominence. 

Located in a neighborhood of contenporary Victorian development, the Mossman 
House is placed about 75 feet distant from Park Street and approximately 100 feet 
from adjacent houses. Directly across the street is the town green, which borders 
on a tranquil section of the Assabet River. An historic footbridge across 
the river is visible from the front veranda of the Mossman House --a romantic 
suburban setting echoed by the property's landscaping. To the rear (north) 
of the main building is a small, detached garage built in 1952. 

The Mossman Ho.u$e is a 2. 1/2 s^^vf wood frame structure wixn a slat^-tiled , . 
hiip roof. . The.basically rectan^^^ 2 1/2 story ; 
gabled pavilion set asymmetrically on each elevation and by a 3-story tower with 
conical roof on the southeast comer. All walls are sheathed in clapboard 
except for the tower and the attic story of the pavilions, which are covered with 
decorative wood shingles. A one-story veranda curves 100 feet around the facade 
(south) and east elevations. 

Queen Anne omamentation is found in characteristic profusion. Plain comer 
boards and fascia frame the walls, while the large 1/1 windows have sinple moldings 
and functional blinds. This simple backdrop emphasizes the decorative shingling, ornately 
carved scroll brackets of the pavilions (with their cut-back comers) and tower, 
and the highly.(Qxnate.,v?randa..,(The.main decorative element, ,|:.he .veranda ..r^sts on a 
geometric latticework. Its paired posts, shaped like ungainly furniture legs, stand on 
paneled plinths^ which aro sparmed by a short, heavy balustrade; scrolled brackets flank 
the tops of the posts. Marking the entrance to the house is a pedimented gable, supported on 
semicircular sunburst brackets. Bay windows are found on the east and west sides of 
the house, and the west side also contains a smaller second veranda leading to the servant 
stairs and kitchen. 

The 20-room interior of the Mossman House is equally elaborate. The more significant 
architectural features include rich Victorian moldings and frames, intricately 
carved mantels with marble trim, several curved walls, sliding doors, and a fine gas-lit 
stairway. The f i r s t floor was designed for 8 rooms (counter-clockwise from the north 
comer): coachman's room, parlor, sitting room, kitchen, pantry, f u l l bath, breakfast 
room, and dining room. On the second floor are (in the same order): a sewing room, master 
bedroom, bedroom, game room, laundry room, f u l l bath, linen room, and bedroom. The 
third floor contains two small bedrooms and two storage rooms. 

The house remains today in largely original conditions and setting. The original carriage 
house, however, was replaced in 1952. The present garage is a 1 1/2 story gabled 
structure, sheathed in clapboards. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
^ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X 

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 

. education 

. engineering 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

X military 
music 

. exploration/settlement philosophy 

. industry X politics/government 

. Invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Speci f ic da tes 1895 Builder/Architect Colonel Adelbert Mossman 

Statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) 

The Mossman House retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, " i * 
and setting. I t is significant for its associations with a figure prominent 
in local and state history and for its architectural inportance in the development of 
the community. The property thus meets criteria B and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Colonel Adelbert Mossman (1848-1945) was the designer, building supervisor, and 
f i r s t owner of the Mossmaji House. Col. Mossman was a veteran of the Civil War ' 
and in 1887 founded, organized ahd commanded Hudson's f i r s t militia. He'rose from the 
rank of Captain to Colonel in this unit. Upon his retirement from the Hudson militia in 
1901, Mossman was appointed assistant Adjutant General of the Commonwealth. Concurrently, 
he received appointments as Sergeant-At-Arms of the State House and supervisor of the pur­
chasing of building supplies for the state Superintendent of Buildings. 

Mossman was a gentleman of means and social prominence. He was a member and leader 
of several chapters of the Masons, and frequently entertained local, state, and 
military officials in his Park Street house. 

Founded in 1866 from parts of Marlborough and Stow, Hudson developed rapidly as 
an industrial coiTmunity during the 19th century. However ̂  much-of early Hudson 
was destroyed in a devastating f i r e in 1894. Mossman and other community leaders 
contributed to a remarkable decade of rebuilding, which resulted in aii'uliusual 
harmony of architectural style and character. 

Colonel Mossman combined his personal wealth and unique position of purchasing building 
supplies for the state to create an architectural showplace for the community. Further, he 
had the foresight to locate his residence opposite the town, park and Assabet River, 
assuring i t s protection from undesirable future development. The house has had only three 
owners in its 80 year lifetime. 

The Mossman House represents an age of luxury and a lifestyle of elegance. The rich 
architectural detailing and grand interior plan are clear reflections of the high style 
character - both aesthetic and social - of the period. The vivacity and integrity 
of this particular design distinguish the I4)ssman House from many of its contemporaries 
in Hudson. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
The Mossman Family History, Hudson Public Library, Hudson Historical Society, Ridson, MA 1938. 
Hudson News-Enterprise, 'Mossman Obituary," Hudson Historical Society, Hudson Public 

Library, May 3, 1945. 
Registry of Deeds, 76 Park St. Hudson, MA Book 6990, Pg. 356, June 8, 1946. 

10. Geographical Data 
3/4 acre Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal bp i indary jdespr ipt ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Beginning at the Southwesterly comer thereof at the corner of said Streets and running 
thence by said Park Street, North ,42 1/4* East two-hundred, twenty-two and one-half (222 1/2) 
feet to land formerly of Beebe; thence by said land formerly of Beebe South'47 3/4' East 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title WENDY FRONTIERO with Bernard M. Flavhan, D.D.S., Member Hudson His. Society 

organization Massachusetts Historical Copnission date February 24, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington St. tele^hini 727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off ic.fr for t^e National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ ( f i h i A \ ^<VW\~T^JjVm^ 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date /^1^0CCg6>^'f ^ 2 ^ 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

^ y En-sred in tiia 

eeper of the National Registel 

Attest: 

date 
" T V 

! . 1 

date 

G P O 936 6 3 5 
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Item 9. , . V 

Personal Communication - Rev. Robert Whitington (ret. Col. U.S.A.) Past President, 
Hudson Historical Society and officiator at the Mossman funeral, 12 Lincoln St., 
Hudson (617-562-6049), October, 1981. 

Personal Communication - Mr. Alfred M. Braga (acquaintance of Col. Adelbert 
Mossman), Past President, Hudson Historical Society, 102 Washington St., 
Hudson, MA (617-562-3296), September, 1981. 

Item 10. 

one hundred seventy-two and 6/10 (172.6) feet, more or less, to land now or 
formerly of Edmonson; thence by said land now or formerly of Edmonson 
Southerly eighty and 5/10 (8.5) feet to said Rutland Street; and thence by 
said Rutland Street Westerly two-hundred and sixty-nine (269) feet to the 
comer f i r s t mentioned. 



Col. Mosoaaa HouB(r 
76 Parte St. 
Hudaoa* Kaaa. 

Parcel 22 
Book 6990 
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Scale 1" » lOO* 



^ T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

i ted States Dspar tment of th«' frtt»rior 
tional Pari^ Service 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Mossman, CoL Adelbert, House 
Middlesex Countv 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resu b mi ss ion 
n o m i n a t i o n by person or loca l g o v e r n m e n t 
ov/nar o b j e c t i o n , j 
r> r> n a a I ' "̂ ' - I ; ! i ' 

S u b s t a n t i v e R e v i e w : sample requ'5s: 

Work ing No 
Fed. Reg. Date -
Da t s D u e : _ ^ ^ 

A c t i o n : ^ t ^ r ^ C E P T 
Entered In tha RETURN 
National Eegister_^ "EJE 

r 5 c! o r 31 A ^ n c 

^ p P 3 I NR de is ion 

Rev iewer ' s c o m m e n t s : 

Rscom. ' ' C r i t s r i s 
Reviewer _ 
D i sc i p l i ne ^ 
Date . 

see c o n t i n u a t i o n shee t 

• Nom ina t i on re tu rned f o r ; - t ec l i n i ca l c o r r e c t i o n s c i ted be low 
. s u b s t a n t i v e r e a s o n s d i scussed be low 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
C a t e g o r y O w n * r s h i p S t a t u s 

P v b M c A c q u i s i t i o n A c c s s s f b l c 

P r « s * n 1 U s * 

4 . O w n e r of P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

h a t tht» p roper ty ba«n determir>ed s t i g i b k ' yes no 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

C o n d i t i o n 
• i c e l t e n t 
g o o d 

(air 

Chock ooo Chock ono 
. de te r io ra ted una l te red or ig ina l s i te 
. ru ina a l tered m o v e d date 
. u n e x p o s e d 

D o s c r i b o t h o p r o f t o n t a n d o r i g h i o i ( t f k f t o w n ) p h y a t c o l o p p o o r o n c o 

summary paragraph 
c o m p l e t e n e s s 
c l a r i t y 
a l t e r a t i o n s / i n t e g r i t y 
da tes 
boundary s e l e c t i o n 

1 ^ 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

ml titmma > (la M p w t t u h l 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
a ^ l i c a b l e cr i ter ia 
justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justif ication of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10a O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
>«rw|| i ol nomlnMw) proporty 

Ouptf"h0tv npnia 

Varkal > i iw<Ty tescrlptlwi and >iMtmcatton 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
The ovaluatad tignlticanc* ot thla propony armiin the atate is 

national state local 

HIstertc ^laaai patton Officar signature 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for sny Item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 









TOWN OF HUDSON 

MASSACHUSETTS 01749 

M I ' — r—\ 

WAS3. MioT. COi/iM. 

Office of the: 

Hudson H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Iviarch 11, 1982 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. i,Veslowski 
Executive Director • 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street ' /: * 
Boston, MA 02108 - ^ * 

Dear Ms. V\feslov/ski: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of March 2, I982 informing me 

that the Col. Adelbert Mossman House, 76 Park Street, Hudson 

w i l l be considered by the State Review Board on A p r i l 1^ f o r 

nomination to the National Register of H i s t o r i c places. 

The Hudson H i s t o r i c a l Co.mmission i s f u l l y supportive of 

the nomination and feels the Moss.man home i s an outstanding , ' 

example of the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of the Queen Anne 

Period. 

I f I can be of any f u r t h e r assistance, please l e t me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

• ' ' J ^ ^ y U ^ ' ^̂ "̂̂ -̂ ''n--w-
• " r Alfred M. Braga 
. ll. • Chairman 

-i- > •, 102 Washington Street 
• • Hudson, MA 017^9 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 

MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

August 24, 1982 

294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Mr. Jerry Rogers ' 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park SerAdce , • , , 
Department o£ the In ter ior - •, , 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Rogers: . ' ' . .:; • 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Adams - Phillips Woolen Mill (local) 
Adams - Renfrew Mill #2 (local) 
Belchertown - Walker Collis House (local) 

t^Hudson - Col. Adelbert Nbssman House (local) 
Lenox - Lenox Academy (state) 
Lenox - The "Church on the H i l l " (local) 
New Bedford - Dawson Buildmg (local) 
New Marlborough - New I^rlborou^ Village Historic District (local) 
Nor1±L Andover - Machine Shop Village (state) 
Pittsfield - Wollison- Shipton Building (local) 
Rockport ,- Sewall-Scripture Ffouse (local) ; 

Al l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State ReAdew Board considerations 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination fbrms. 

y'$ 
y§ 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jer 
Re g i s t ra t ioiTDire ctor 
^fassachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures ••, 

CJ/mas ,v, . . : 


