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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1914, this building served as the residence 
for the President of Ruskin College, McA. Miller. The Presi 
dent's wife, Adaline- Miller, designed the house as a conscious 
attempt at a "Swi^s-style chalet"; it also seems to have been 
influenced by the Bungaloid mode, but the result remains origi 
nal. The plan of the three-story main mass is a large square 
with two two-story wings projecting from the rear. Of wood 
frame construction, the exterior walls are stuccoed and punctu 
ated by masonry accents. The main facade is an asymmetrical 
composition, three bays wide. The bay at the left projects, 
slightly, forming a pavilion; at the second floor level of this 
pavilion there is a balustraded balcony in antis, open on two 
sides. The middle bay also carries a balcony in antis, but 
this time at the third floor level. A masonry string course 
supported by plain pilasters surrounds the entire building. 
Seven risers of masonry steps ascend to the entrance at the 
right of the main facade; the entrance has French doors, a 
transom and is flanked by masonry pilasters. The main mass is 
covered by a gently pitched roof with extremely broad eaves 
and sturdy wood brackets.

A two-story, semi-detached pavilion projects from the rear 
and to the right side of the house. On the first floor, each 
of its four walls is pierced by a single central window. The 
stuccoed wall continues half way up the second story; above 
this the pavilion is screened on all sides and is topped by a 
hipped roof. A two-story veranda, covered by a subsidiary 
pitched roof extends from the left rear of the building. The 
first floor veranda is enclosed by lattice work, while the 
veranda at the second floor is open. All openings in the 
structure have heavy masonry surrounds. Windows are a mixture 
of double-hung sash and casement with transoms over some, and 
fenestration is irregular. Two tall, brick chimneys are visibl^

The asymmetrical plan and elevations are given coherence 
in a number of ways. The weight and solidity of the structure 
overshadow what might otherwise be an erratic and rambling 
impression. This solidity is relieved in various points by 
frequent interpenetration of interior and exterior space. The 
overall order of the house derives more from exterior expres 
sion of interior spaces and functions than from formal concep 
tions of balance and symmetry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is all that remains of Ruskin College, an 
unusual communal and educational enterprise on the east side 
of Tampa Bay. In 1907, George McA. Miller bought 12,000 acres 
from Florida Naval Stores in order to establish a cooperative 
community and college modelled on the philosophy of British 
social thinker, John Ruskin. By 1909, Miller's family was 
joined by those of his wife's three brothers, A.P., N.E., and 
L.L. Dickman, more acreage was added, and organization of the 
community of Ruskin began.

The Millers and Dickmans used the sale of land as the 
first step in their cooperative system. A certain percentage 
of funds was reserved from all land sales to finance community 
services, among them the proposed college. As well, for each 
acre sold, a certain portion of land was set aside for the 
"common good" of the community. Landless residents could 
acquire "common good" land through service to the community. 
These "common good" lands also served as backing for Ruskin's 
locally issued currency. "Common good" script was paid for 
work on roads and other community projects, and during times 
of financial panic when other sources dryed up, this script 
remained in circulation.

Miller had operated two other Ruskinian colleges in 
Trenton, Missouri (1899) and Glen Ellyn, Illinois (1905). 
Ruskin College opened in 1912 as a coeducational industrial ancj 
liberal arts college offering three years of preparatory work 
and four years of college studies. By 1918 the school had 300 
students who attended classes in the morning and in the after 
noons worked on the 20-acre farm, in a weaving shop, laundry, 
leatherworking shop or woodworking shop. In this manner 
maintenance costs were held down, revenue was gained from the 
products made by the students, and indigent students could 
"work their way" through. Furthermore, Miller attached a 
transcendent value to physical labor: abstract intellectual 
endeavor was to be aided and informed by manual work, constant 
ly returning the scholar to the realities of life.
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Dr. Miller died in 1918, and the loss of many students 
to the Army during World War I brought an end to the college's 
operation. In 1919 all the original buildings except the 
President's home (now the Ruskin Women's Club) burned. The 
building derives some architectural interest from the 
originality of its treatment; it also remains as a symbol to 
an historically conscious community of its Utopian beginnings.
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