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DESCRIPTION

The Wilder Homestead is located in the westemn Massachusetts town of Buckland, in Franklin County. Buckland, a rura
town, is bounded on the north by the town of Charlemont, onthe west by Hawley, on the south by Ashfield, and onthe eest
by Shdburne. The homestead is located on Ashfield Road, or MA Route 112, which runs in anorth-south direction
following afloodplain formed by Clesson Brook. Clesson Brook runs northward, empties into the Deerfield River, and
formsthe northern border of Buckland, separating it from the town of Charlemont. Located on thefloodplain, the Wilder
Homegtead isa about 550 feet in elevation, with Johnson Hill (900 feet) on itseest and Walnut Hill (1,300 feet) to the
west. The property is gpproximately amile and ahalf north of Buckland Center, and three milesfrom Shdbume Falls, a
village compaosed of portions of Buckland and Shelbume.

The Wilder Homestead is comprised of three buildings (a house, bam, and shoe shop), one object (ahitching post), and flat
open fields, which remain in agricultural use and are a character-defining feature of the landscgpe. Except for the shoe shop,
which was moved to the site in 1991, the buildings, object, and site are all contributing resources. Although the shoe shop
datesto the first quarter of the 19" century, itisconsgdered noncontributing because its associaions with the Wilder
Homegtead are less than 50 years, since it was moved to the property in 1991. The Wilder Homesteed hes been owned by
the Buckland Historica Society since 1981, and sarves as ahigtoric house museum.

Thethree buildings, which stand relatively closaly to eech other, are st back from the road severd hundred feet and
reeched by agraight dirt drive. The Wilder House, which faces west, is nearest the road. Approximately 30 feet northeest
of the houseisthe shoe shop, with its entry facing south. Eagt of both the house and shoe shop isthe bam. The granite
hitching pogt, dating to the late 19* century, is located near the northem entry to the house. In the west yard is a specimen
maple tree. (Photograph #3) From the homestead there are digtant viewsto north and south, and viewsof hillsidesto eest
and west. To travelers dong Route 112, the Wilder Homestead isa singular landmark in the open agricultural floodplain.

Wilder House

Exterior
The ca 1775 Wilder house is a2/2-gory, center-chimney, Georgiar/Federd-style house. (Photograph #1) The west-facing
main block of the clapboard-sided house isfive bays wide and three degp. The sde-gabled roof, which is covered with
date, hes arear dope that extends to the first floor, creating the iconic satbox profile that was rdatively common
throughout the Georgian period in New England. A 1/4-gory, 3-bay el extends from the eest Sde of the house
(Photograph # 6) Circular-sawmarkson the interior suggest that the el datesafter 1870. Both the house and itsell rest on
fieldstone foundations, but the foundations of the houseare low, reveaing only one or two layers of sonesabove grade, as
is typical of housssbuilt in the region prior to 1776. Windows in the main block of the house have double-hung sagh. The
tall and narrow openings of the principa (west) falade are st dose to the eaves on the second floor. On thisdevation the
seeheshave 99 lights, while windows on the north, eadt, and south dlevafions are amixture of 12/12 and 9/9. On the el the
windows are 12/12. Window surrounds are flat, with drip edgesat the lintels. The door surround, centered on the west
faBade, istall and relatively narrow. Sender pilasters that support afull entablature with adouble-height frieze frame the
opening. (Photograph #2) The comice of the surround projects unusudly far, afeaturethat isrepested ingde on the
fireplace woodwork. The door surround endosss afive-light transom above asix-pand door. There isasscondary entry
on the north eevation, where the window surrounds are compaosed of flat sock with adrip edge across the top.

(continued)
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Thetrangtiona style of the house may be understood as a Georgian form onwhich Federd details were placed. Thisisnot
an uncommon blending of form and style in the region, where conservative building practices persasted. Though the center-
chimney form is early Georgian with roots in the First Period, it persged in westemm Massachusettsfor the first decede of
the 19* century. Doubleinterior chimneys, favoredin more urban aressof the Sate, were not as widely acogpted in the
region. Similarly, the amdler, Georgian-style windows found a the Wilder House were more common in westem
Massachusdttsthan the larger saeh with 6/6 lights that were typical of the Federd style. Onthe other hand, decorative
features of the devedoping Federd style were more readily incorporated. The Wilder House'stall and narrow door surround
isafeaturethat developed during the Federd stylistic period. This, dong with the widely projecting and ddicately
proportioned comice, is evidence that the builder was aware of contemporary architectura trends. Another architectura
feature that reveds the builder's avareness of new styligtic features isthe use of subgtantid roof eaves which are boxed,
trimmed with molding, and make retums a the gable ends, as opposed to the Georgian style's preference for tight eaves

(Photogreph #7)

In contrast, the ell servesas apractical addition without decorative detail. But its clgpboards, stone foundations, windows,
and gable roof complement the architecture of the main house.

Interior

The Wilder House isapogt and beam-framed building that gppeers, from the rafter joinery, to have been constmcted
according to the scribe-rule framing sysem, in which each pog isflaredto accommodate its own tightly fit English tying
joint. It hes acenter chimney, satbox roofline, and double-pile depth, which alowsfor afour-room floor plan on the first
floor. The second floor hes two principal rooms, plustwo eavesrooms. In the center of the basament, reeched by a
bulkhead in the ell, isadry-laid sone chimney foundation that is approximatey 20 feet long and 20 feet wide, ample by
any meesure.

In the attic of the main block, the roof framing is common rafter with afive-sidedridgepole into which the rafters are
framed by mortise and tenonjoints, pegged with riven treenails. The mgjor structura members—plate, ridgepole, rafters,
and chimney girts—are hewn. The lesser members, suds (visible in second floor extenson gpace) and floor joists (visible
in basament), are up-and-down sawn. Lath is splitboard and atached with hand-wrought nails. Roof sheething boards vary
in width between 15 inches and approximately 20 inches inwidth. The attic isfloored with wide boards ranging from 8 to
about 18 inches in width. The brick chimney has bean parged a the second floor and attic levels.

On the first floor of the main block of the house, the center-entry hall isasmall, wallpapered roomwith anarrow, seep
flight of dairstothe ssoond floor. The gair railing is composed of tumed newd postswith carved ball terminds at the foot
of the dairs and a the dogleg turn. The turned newd postsare repeated inasmaler scae a thefireplacesurround in the
adjacent parlor. Bduders are dender and square, and fit into amolded handrail. Beneeth the sairs, atwo-pand door opens
to acdoset. Narrow and shallowly incised borders on an otherwise planar surface form the door's pands The door hardware
consgts of abrassknob and catch. (Photograph # 8) The entry hall, or foyer, islit by the five-light transom over the entry
door. Thewallpaper in the entry is contemporary, and the wide-board floor is painted.

L eft of the foyer isthe hall, aprincipal room where the family typically gathered. The door leading from the foyer hes four
recessad pands and a Blake latcch—a type of Norfolk latch that gpopeared after about 1836. The hall hes plastered walls and
ceilings, and the corner pogts have been casad. (Photograph #9) The painted floors have wide boards, as found throughout
the house. Window and door surrounds and bassboards are flat stock, and the windows have a narrow carved

(continued)
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sill. An unusud feature of the front rooms of both first and sscond floorsis the placement, mid-way between the two front
windows, of two molded strips of wood, similar to chair rails, about five inches gpart. Their effect isthat of a pand between
thetwo windows. (Photograph #11) The shdlow hallfireplaceon the inner (south) wall isbrick-lined and hes abrick

hearth. It hes amolded architrave surround benegth an entablature, with awide frieze and projecting cornicefor the mantel.
Thisisasmplebut degant surround, Adamesgue initsfine proportions and thinly carved molding. Above and |eft of the
fireplace is an inset cabinet of two shelves, dosed with asingle, recessed-pand door. In the ceiling above thefirepl aceare
two decorative metd gratesto carry heet to the second floor.

To theright of the foyer isthe parlor, aformal principal roomfor entertaining guests. It has two four-pand doors, onefrom
the foyer and one from the kitchen. The parlor hes plagtered walls and ceiling, and painted wide-board wood floors. The
door surrounds, unlike the flat stock of the other rooms of the house, are molded. The comerpods are boxed. The
bassboardsin thisroom have aquarter-round molding a thetop, and window surrounds are architrave surrounds with
molding profiles that are more complex than those of the hall. Thewindow sills are dso molded. Asin the hal, two
molding pieces goan the goace between the front windows, but in this more decorative room they have carved corner fans, a
detail that is repeated on the room'sfireplacesurround. Thefireplacesurround, befitting the room's purpose as the "best
room," is larger and more daborate than that in the hall. Brick lined, it has alarge sone hearth—yprobably gneissfrom a
locd quarry. At eech side of the opening, engaged, turned columns, which repeet the profile of the newd pogt in theentry
hall, rest on plinths and support projecting sections of entablature. Between the projections, the entablature is compaosed of
awide frieze benesth awidely overhanging cornice. The frieze is ornamented with a square pand in its center and carved
fansa each of its comers, and fans a the corners of the frieze aswell. Somewhat more robust than the architrave surround
of the hall, thiswoodwork is Federd with itsengaged columns, itsuse of shalow carved fans, and finely molded mantd
cornice. Smdl ornamenta gratesin the ceiling above thefireplacealow heated air into the second-floor chamber.

The goace aross the eedt 9de of the houseisdivided into four rooms. The largest central goace, as istraditiona, isthe
kitchen. The goece to the south of the kitchen hes been divided into alaundry room and abathroom. Adjacent to the north
end of the kitchen isadining room, which has adoor to the outsde on the northwall. The laundry room and bathroom are
both utilitarian goeces that were created during the 20th century. They have gypsum-board walls, stock lumber door and
window surrounds, and vinyl tile floors. The kitchen isdominated by alarge and shdlowfireplace,with abroad brick
hearth raised up from the levd of the floor and bordered by a narrow wood strip. Above afull-width metd lintel, the
chimney breadt is composad of five unpainted, raised pands framed by floor-to-ceiling stiles a each end, all of which were
built in the 1970s to reproduce the originas. Within thefireplaceisa crane on the left, the firebox, and an oven ontheright.

(Photograph #13)

Opposte thefirepl aceon the eest wall isacast-iron Snk sat in awood cabinet. In the southeest comer of the kitchen, a
shalow doset acts as aroom divider separating the main goeceof the kitchen from a small open pantry. The pantry is
compaosed of a cupboard of upper and lower sections with beadboard doors. (Photograph #14) A beadboard wainscoting
runs acrossthe lower half of the eest wall, as well. A fold-up wooden table with ahinged leg is atached tothe end of the
room-divider closet. Therear entrance to the house remains as an entry to the ell onthe eest wall. Itisabroad board-and-
batten door mede of beeded boards on the inside, and on the outsde it hes been carved into six pands, a cross-and-bible
pattern. It hes a Suffolk latch. The door opens benesth a generous five-light transom which is hinged for opening.

(continued)
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The north dining room is separated from the kitchen by awood cupboard, with adoor opening in its center. (Photograph
#15) The dining room has horizontal beeded board wainscoting on its outer walls below plaster. The bassgboardsin this
room are mede of aflat sock backer with anarrower, squaretrim placed a its foot.

The sscond floor has two principal bedrooms (the hall and parlor chambers) aong the west Sde, and two smdler rooms
dong the eadt 9de, in the attic goace above the kitchen/dining area. One of the small rooms isa hired man'sroom, or attic
bedroom, a the northeast comer of the house. The other room, a the southeast comer, isusad for dorage. An opening
between the two spacesleedsto the ell's attic. The full-sized bedroom, or hall chamber, a the southwest comer hes a
fireplace on itsinner wall, ashalow doset with shdves besde it, and two doors on its east wall. (Photograph #16) One
leedsto adosst—a rarity for the period, but mede possble by the extended roof profile—and the other to the roof
extenson goace. The shallow, brick-linedfireplacehes a gone hearth and an architrave surround with aprojecting molded
mantelpiece identicd to that in the hall on the first floor.

The northwest bedroom, or parlor chamber, hes afireplacewith asurround and mantel piece identical to those of the south
bedroom and hall. There isasscond shalow dosat with shdves beside thefireplace.Plaster walls and cellings, quarter
round-trimmed basghoards, and smpleflat-stockwindow surrounds make up the interiorfini shes.Repested in both north
and south bedrooms are the pand-like molding pieces between the two front windows. The comerpogts and hall pogts are
casad and painted, but still project into the room. Doors on the second floor have four recessed pands with Blake latches.

The Wilder House Ell \Y;
Structure and Plan, and Interior Finishes

Theéll isbaloon-frame congtruction with acommon-rafter roof Framing members are circular sawn, apractice that began
in the region after 1870. On the first floor, interior walls are amixture of pljwood and horizonta tongue-and-groove
boards. The original back wall of the main block, where it connects to the ell, hes had its dapboards removed to expose the
sheathing. Thedl isdivided into two rooms: afull-width woodshed that now serves as a forage goace, followed by a
goreroom with agtair to the attic on its south sde. Beyond the gtair on the eest, aprivy has been divided off. A bulkhead
to the besament islocated in the woodshed. Both the first floor and attic floor of the ell are wood.

The Wilder Barn « .

Exterior

The Wilder Bam is composed of three parts: an English-style bam that dates to ca. 1775, atwo-bay, full-height and full -
width extenson a the west end (ca. 1840), and an equipment shed that isattached to the southwest comer of the bam, only
covering aportion of the west gable end. (Photograph #4)

The mgjor character-defining feature of an English Bam isits Sde-gable form with the principa entrances on the eaves
ddes. The barn, including the extension, has double-door entries on north and south under a side-gable roof that is metd
covered. The bam is st on flat land on lowfiel dstonefoundations, without a basement or crawl space The main block of
the extended English bam is 9ded with vertical boards, and there are shedow linesin the gable ends. On the north isa pair
of double doors hung with iron butterfly hinges. Above the opening isasmadl transom with two rows of six lights. There

(continued)
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are no other openings on this elevation. The west eevation hes a pedestrian door below aloading door thet is cantered on
the devation and opensinto the mow level of the bam. The loading door is hung with apair of long, iron srap hinges.
Adjacent to the pedestrian door isafixed, six-light saeh, and in the gable pesk isafixed, eight-light sash. The south
eevation hes two asymmetrically placed double-door openings. There are no windowsin this faBade. The eest elevafion hes
neither doors nor windows.

The equipment shed isa 1/2-gory addition, with a sde-gable roof covered with date. On itsnorth elevafion aretwo
equipment bays, and there is apedestrian door on the eest. The building is horizontally sided with flush weetherboard, and
there isahinged loading door initswest geble.

Interior

The earliest portion of the bam—the main English-style section—is pogt-and-beam construction, buih according to the
scribe-rule system, as was the house. The roof isacommon-rafter gmcture with a continuous forty-foot ridgepole.
Continuous, forty-foot purlin plates and purlinsare a0 used. Tie beamsconnect the bease of principd raftersand crestea
triangular truss. English tyingjoints, using three mortise-and-tenon joints and a half-lap dovetail, are used a the traditional
eight-pogt podtions. All the timbers are hand-hewn with abroad axe. Some braceswere riven from oak and dressed with a
broad axe. The rafters are made of beech; plates, ties, and some pogs are of white pine and the main pogsand mogt of the
rafters are red oak.

The earliest section of the bam is divided into three bays (see floor plan). The centrd threshing bay, which isdeven feet
wide, hes an agphdt floor; the Sde bays havewood floors. The west bay is eighteen feet, four inches, wide. There are no
partitions in this bay, but mortise holes in the transverse girt between the west bay and the threshing bay indicate that there
was afeed rack for the horsss or oxen, traditionally kept on the south end of thiswider bay. There isan integral ladder in
the threshing bay that leads to the mow abovethe west bay.

The et bay isten feet, eight inches wide. Its whitewashed wallsand ceiling confirm that cattle were kept in this bay. The
dudsthat oncedivided part of the east bay from the threshing bay are missing, but there is mortise evidence that therewas a
ganchion for the cows facing a portion of the threshing floor. Above, dabs of wood laid across the bay, from plate to
transverse girt, provided a haymow above the cattle.

The two-bay extension to the west end of the English bam is dso post-and-beam, but it is squaremle congmcted. The
eighteen-foot-wide extension provided additiona room for livestock, and more mow space above for hay sorage. Its beech
and ok frame shows mostly up-and-down saw marks. The addition is undivided, and its floor is concrete paving stones.
The atached, two-bay equipment shed is balloon-frame construction and dates from the 20* century.

The Shoe Shop

Exterior

The shoeshop isa 1/2-gory, clapboard-sided, wood-frame building st on concrete block footings. It istwenty feet wide
and fourteen feet degp. Utilitarian inform and lacking in omament, the building is neverthdess architecturally deve oped

*; (continued) N
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in its proportions, use of fi Nefinisheson the interior, and in the scale of its window openings.  According to architect and
timber framer Jack Sobon, the shoe shop dates to between 1812 and 1820 as indicated by the use of the square-rule framing
systemn, which was introduced in nearby Gashen in 1812 and had come into common use in Buckland by 1820. Whenthe
shop was moved to its present location, it was placed on a Ste that dopes down on the north. The shop'sfoundation is dry-
laidfiel dstoneplaced between the footings on the eedt, west, and south Sdesto endlose acrawl goace The north Sde, which
isthe highest ebove the ground, is open.

The shop istwo bayswide on the south, and one bay degp under a Sde-geble roof that is meta-covered, and hes exposed
rafter tails & the eaves  (Photograph #5) The building does not have a chimney.

The dde entry to the shop is reeched by two seps made up of two large stone dabs placed onfiel dstonefoundations. The
entry isframed by awide flat surround with asmall drip edge acrossthe top. The door hes a six-light glazed upper half and
a panded lower half, with three vertical pands benegth a single horizonta pand. Window surrounds and cornerboards are
narrower than the door surround, but the window surrounds are do topped by athin drip edge. Thefirst floor windows,
one per devation, contain double-hung sash of 18/18 lights that alow maximum light into the interior. They are original to
the building. The attic window contains an unusud 8/12 szeh.

Interior

The shoe shop is square-rule, post-and-beam construction using hand-forged nails. It is fourteen feet degp and twenty feet
wide. Itsinterior isdivided into three goaces Facing the entry isa short partition, which crestesa amdl vestibule on one
dde of the mainroom. In the northeest comer of the main room, vertical wood pandsand adoor crestea smal dosat
about three feet degp and five feet long. (Photograph #17)

The interior walls of the shop are plastered, and panded with wide horizontal boardsthat have anarrow beeded edge. The
partition is plagtered onthe door sde, and panded from floor to ceiling on the room side. (Photograph #18) Theceiling is
plagtered in all goaces Thewalls of the main room are an irregular combination of plaster and pandling. The south wall
contains alarge window in awall that is plastered on its upper half and panded below with horizonta boards, with a
beeded edge, topped by achair rail. Onthe left Sde of the window, near the ceiling, isawood strip with mounted hooks for
hanging materids. The eest wall ds0 contains awindow, but itswall ispanded from floor to ceiling on the right side of the
window, and wainscoted with horizontal paneling on the left Sde of the window. (Photograph #19)

The northwall hes the wood closet to the right of itswindow, and to the left isa strip of plaster from floor to celling. Itis
about six inches wide, followed by pandling from the floor to within six inches of the ceiling.

Thewest wall ispanded a each sde of itswindow. Floorsin the building are unpainted, wide, wood planks. The shoe
shop contains afew pieces of furniturefor shoemaking, including a bench and shoemaker's stoal that date from the 19*
century. They have been donated by Buckland families and were not part of the shop's original equipment.
Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are currently known on the homestead or in the generd area(within one mile), it is
possible that Stesare present. Environmental characterigtics of the arearepresent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Nafive stes. The homesteed is located on awell-drained, level

(continued)
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to moderatdy dopingfloodplai nterrace in dose proximity to wetlands. Clesson Brook is located approximately 500 feet
west of the house The confluence of Clesson Brook and the Deerfield River lies approximately 1v2 milesto the north. The
town of Buckland lieswithin the Deeerfieddd/Connecticut River drainage. Soils a the homesteed are charecterized by
moderately coarsetextured aluvial sandy loam. Given the above information, the size of the homesteed (58.5 acres), the
availability of open goace, and known Native American subdsence and settlement pattems for Connecticut River Valley
and the Berkshire uplands, a moderate to high potential exigts for locating ancient Native American resources a the Wilder
Homestead.

A high potentiad exigts for locating historic archaeologicad resources a the Wilder Homestead.  Structurd evidence,
archaeologica features, and artifacts may survive from congtruction of the Wilder housein the 18* century and later
additions and renovations. Similar information may exist for the extant barn located on the property, and other barns that
may survive in an archaeologica context. Structura evidence may dso survive for domestic and industrial-related
outbuildings that may have existed on the property. Significant structural remains and archaeological features reated to the
extant shoe shop located on the property are not bdieved to exigt, since the shop was moved to the property in 1991.

A high potentia d0 exigts for locating archaeologica evidence of occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells)
on the property. One privy hes been identified in the Wilder House €l (after 1870); however, earlier priviesmay dso exis.

(end)
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Statement of Significance

The Wilder Homesteed is significant as arepresentative, well-preserved, western Massachusetts farmstead from the late 18*
century. Built by one of thetown of Buckland's eaxly settlers, it retains its 18*-century farm landscape setting. Cultivated
fields extend inall directions, and woodlands are still visible on distant hillsides. In the development of the town, the
Wilder Homesteed is representative of the second round of building undertaken by those early settlers who had accumulated
enough money to move from theirfirst—andoften temporary—nbuildings, and construct the bams and houses that would
srve familiesfor generations to come. In thisregard, the Wilder Homesteed is particularly significant becauseit served the
family for five generations.

The houseistypical of the fine English congtruction techniques and stylistic features that characterized the late Georgian
period in westem Massachusetts. 1t isone of the few saltbox-form houses remaining in Franklin County. Architecturally,
the house is an excdllent example of the regiond Georgian stylewith its center chimney, traditiona plan, and interior
ornamenta woodwork. The bam, which was built in the region between 1750 and 1850, is an excedlent example of the
English-bam form. While English bamsare still to be found in westemn Massachusetts, the Wilder Bam isone of a
dwindling number that remains, in good condition, with itsorigina house.

A third building, moved to the Wilder Homestead in 1991, isthe only remaining shoe shop in Buckland. Built in the first
quarter of the 19 century and usad as ashoe shop until 1902, it iscited in the Massachusetts Historical Commission's
Reconnaissance Survey as arare survival of thetown's early industrial buildings. Its current setting is much the same asits
original setting, which was half amile awvay.

Owned by the Buckland Historical Society snce 1981, the Wilder Homestead has integrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. 1t meats Nafional Regiger criteria A and C, with alocal leve of
significance. The period of significanceisca 1775, the construcfion date of the house, to 1960, a the sandard 50-year date
for significance. All resources are contributing, with the exception of the shoe shop. Despite itsage, the shoedhop is a
noncontributing resource because it was moved to the Wilder Homestead after the period of significance. Its Satus should
be reavduated when it has been associated with the Buckland Historical Society for at least 50 years.

Colonial Period (1675-1775)

In 1735, the Generd Court of Massachusetts bought from the descendents of the Pocumtucks the territory that is now
Charlemont, Buckland, Hawley, Heath, Rowe, Munroe, and parts of Colrain and Shelbume. The Court then granted
sections of this land for three generd reasons: as reward for service, as compensation for mistekes in desdsdsawherein
Massachusetts, or es direct sdles. The areafrom which Buckland would be carved was made up of land in Ashfield,
Charlemont, and a section known as "No Town." Ashfield was cregted from a 1736 grant to descendents of men who hed
taken part in an expedition to Caneda.  Charlemont was a six-mile-square township that had been granted in 1735 to the
town of Boston as compensation for the taxes itsresidents had paid. The"No Town" grants, which took their namefrom
the fact that they were not within the boundaries of any township, were compensation for land that had been lost dsewhere
due to recording errors. Grantees in Ashfield, Charlemont, and "No Town" did not hecessarily settle ontheir land, but
treated it a8 an ass= to be sold for profit.

(continued)
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Sdeand settlement in what would, in 1779, become Buckland begen in 1742, when Othiel Taylor bought 1,000 acres of
land south of the Deerfield Riverin "No Town." After 1750, about ten families settled the areawith Taylor. He farmed and
=t up asawmill on Clesson Brook (cal 769), but most of the families concentrated on agriculture and raising livestock.
Among the earliest settlers were two branches of the Wilder family from centra Massachusetts. Josgph Wilder, from
Lancagter, gopears to have bean thefirst to arrive. Hewas a land speculator who bought and sold land and hdped develop
the settlement, but he had moved on before the end of the 18" century. It was Gardner Wilder whose descendants would
remain in Buckland for generations. Bomin 1741, Gardner Wilder came from Leomingter to "No Town," buying land in
1771. The Wilder family followed atradition of naming the first son in each generation Gardner and in a leest one
generation, two of the sons were named Gardner.  Sorting out the various Gardner Wilders has bean achdlenge for later
genedogigs, who have traced the Gardner Wilders back to Martha Gardner Wilder. In 1638, she emigrated from England to
Hingham with her two sons, one of whom was named Gardner. For purposssof this nomination, however, we will consider
the first Gardner Wilder to be the one who bought land in present-day Buckland in 1771.

Thirty-year-old Gardner Wilder arrived with severd of his Leomingter friends and neighbors, including Lt. Josah Johnson
and the Carter brothers—Elias, Elisha, Samud, and Asa. In 1775, the Carters werejoined by their sger Thankful Carter,
who married Gardner Wilder that year. In 1771, Wilder bought 200 acres to gart hisfarm. Hisland had been part of en
equivaent grant to one Zachariah Field, who had been the victim of severd land registration errors. Field began sdlling his
acreegeto recoup his losses and after an intermediate sde, Gardner Wilder bought 200 of Field's 400 acresin "No Town."
Wilder and Josiah Johnson joined forces and built ahouse (not the present Wilder Homestead) for themsdves on the
Clesson Brook floodplain in the 200 acres, and began farming. With the other Colonial settlers, they would have
concentrated on raising livestock and crops to feed their livestock and themsdves.

The Wilders and their neighbors had to travel to Charlemont for church, school, and town meetings, which meant traveling
up to six milesand crossing the Deerfield River no matter what the weether. Further avay from the center of govemment in
Charlemont, they had lessvoice and were given short shrift in the dlocation of roads, schools, and other town privileges.
Their distance disadvantage, they felt, dso made their settlement lessattractiveto additional settlers.

It isbdieved that Gardner Wilder built the present Wilder House when he and Thankful Carter were married in 1775. The
quality of the architecture (see section 7) indicates that Wilder gpared neither materias nor 1abor. One of the outstanding
features of the houseisthe large sone chimney foundation, which ranks as one of thefinestin the region. Itisreferredto in
the following poem by Washington Adams Nichols, written in 1879 for Buckland's Centennial.

How great the work of pioneers
But little do they know

Who regp the fruitsin after years
Without their work to do.

The stately mansion broad and high,
Impression makes profound;
But never tellsthe passer by
The work of underground.
What massive sones at the foundation!
What trial to place them there!
\Y All which is needful preparation torear the structure fair.

(continued)
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Sowhen ahundred years have finished
The work long since begun,

Rude obstacles are s diminished,

The farmingis but fun.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

The"No Town" sattlers wrapped up all of their complaintsin apetition for incorporation, and one of them, Jonathan Ward,
mede the long trip to Boston to deliver it to the Massachusetts Generd Court in December 1778. Gardner Wilder was one
of the petition signatories. In April 1779, the petition was granted, boundaries accepted, and the new town took its name
from Lord Buckland in England.

Active in town affairs from the beginning, Gardner Wilder was the town'sfirst treesurer. Theloca historian Fanny
Kendrick captured Wilder's sanseof civic responsbility in her History of Buckland. She reported that in the town'sfirst
year, a sevare snowstorm took place when the town meeting was scheduled. Gardner Wilder and two other men in town
drapped on their snowshoes and mede their way to the meeting, where they were the only ones to gpopesr.

In 1876, afire destroyed the town's records from 1779to 1876. Subssquent historians have had to search collatera records
and interview residents to piece together the town history. The record gap affects our understanding of the role Buckland's
citizens played in the Revolutionary War, because the men sgned up as residents of Charlemont or Ashfield before 1779,
when Buckland was incorporated. What we do know isthat Gardner Wilder served for 38 days as aprivatein Captain
Samud Taylor's Company and Colond Porter's Regiment. Heenlisted on July 10, 1777, and that very day begen a march
from Charlemont to reinforce the Northern army after the evacuation of Fort Ticonderoga. There are no other service notes.

In the meantime. Thankful Wilder followed family tradition and named their first son, bom in 1776, Gardner. Hewas
followed by Nathaniel in 1777, Prudence in 1780, and Polly in 1785. The 1790 cenauslists 718 people in Buckland, and
nine were living in the Wilder House.

In 1779, the town had laid out nine schoal districts. District No. 2, the North District, served the Wilder children, who were
of school age starting about 1782-1785. Their schoolhouse was, like all the first schoals built, arudimentary one of frame
congtruction. It served all the Wilder children, since anew school was not built until 1806. The need for anew school was
in part areflection of the increasing population of the town, to 1,097 in 1810 but then holding seedy to the end of the
period and reaching 1,084 in 1830.

None of the nearby townswere particularly well off after the war. Newly formed Buckland and Hesth, for ingance, hed
been ddleto givelittle support to familieswhose men were away, as their treesuries were hardly established. Between 1779
and 1785, Buckland families continued to go to Hesath for their church services. In 1785, a Congregational Church Society
was formed in Buckland, and ministersfrom Charlemont and Heeth dtemated coming to the town for services that were
held in people's homes Given the economy, itisnot surprising that towngpeople were dow to donate money for a church.
Finally, amedtinghouse was constmcted in Buckland Center in 1793, and Gardner Wilder was part of the effort. Usinga
team of oxen, he moved large onesfrom his pagture up a subgtantid hill to the new medtinghouse. The soneswere used
to build ahigh platform and gepsin front of the meetinghouse, for ridersto dismount and for carriages to drop of f
passengers

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet The Wilder Homestead
Buckland (Franklin), MA
Section number 8 Page 4

During most of this period, Buckland's farmers, who included the Wilders, raised rye, oats, and com, then added wheat and
barley towards itsend. They kept cows and afew horses, ateam of oxen, and small herds of shegp for their wool and for
keepingfiel dsdear of bmsh. Buckland farmers are dso noted as having grown and dried herbsfor medicina use, and
maintaining orchards for cider and sauce. They grew flax and produced linen. There have, indeed, beaen a number of
spinning wheds donated by Buckland families to the Wilder Homestead and kept inits attic today. The historian Fannie
Kendrick noted that someof the wealthier familiesin town kept geesefor their feethers.

Thankful Carter Wilder died between 1790 and 1802; her exact degth dateislost. The censusof 1800 lists one woman over
45 in the household, suggesting she waas dlive then. Gardner remarried in 1802 (another sourcereports 1803), 0 anew wife
entered the housethat year. She was awidow, Molly White Steams, and was about 50 yearsold; Gardner was 61. Of the
children, Pmdence was the first to leave home when e married in 1802, and went on to have twelve children, nine of
whom survived. Polly leftin 1808, dso when she married. Polly and Pmdence continued to live with their families in
Buckland, but Nathanidl 1eft Buckland atogether in 1828 and joined the westward migration going to New Y ork, where he
married and hed nine children.

We do not have adeath date for Gardner Wilder |, but when he died the house passad to Gardner |1, who had married the
same yeaxr that hisfather remarried (1802). Gardner || married awoman who shared his mother's name, Thankful.
Thankful Colbum was from Buckland, and was two years older than her husband. They had six children and named their
third child, the first boy, Gardner (Gardner 111). Their other children were Thankful, V erona, Ebenezer, Polly, and Charles,
The Wilder house continued to be fully occupied.

Gadner 1| was afarmer, but was dso engaged in Buckland's civic life. 1n 1804, when he was 28, he became acaptainin
the Buckland infantry company of the 9* Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 4* Division. Hewas dways known as Cgpt. Wilder, and
in that cagpacity he was paid by the town for making cartridges in 1815. That same year, he served as atown sdectman.

Architecture

It was during the lifetime of the first Gardner Wilder that the English bam was congtmcted. 1ts constmction tools, namdy a
shell augur, dateit before 1798. It may, in fact, have been built beforethe ca. 1775 house, but the earliest confirmed date
would derive from the augur use. According to timber-frame historian Jack Sobon, its scribe-rule constmction technique
was inue until about 1812 in the region, when square-rule framing took over. The bam was built for cattle, horses and/or
oxen and hay gorage, and would have been congtructed of wood cut nearby. The English-style bam was the sole and
dandard bam form until about 1850. Its Sde-gable orientation with doors on the long north and south Sdes captured wind
for threshing time, to blow away chaff in the center bay, which was tightly floored to save the falling grains. Following
tradition, the Wilders kept their cows on the et Sde, horses and oxen on the west. The two outer bayswere not floored,
but throughout the winter, manure was collected, sraw laid down, and then the mix shoveed out awindow to be soreed on
thefieldsinspring. It was traditional during the early decadesof the 18* century to place the bam in thefiel dsfurther from
the house, but by 1775, farmerswere either moving or building their bams doser to the house for convenience, and thisis
the pattem that Gardner Wilder chose.

History of the Shoe Shop

After the Revolutionary War, Dan Towndey (1763-1852) moved from upgate New Y ork to settle in Buckland and began
histrade as shoemaker, dong with farming. He built his shoe shop between 1812 and 1820 in aform commonly known as a

(continued)
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"ten footer." A utilitarian building, itsinterior was neverthdessfini shedwith plaster and wood pandling. It gopeers to have
been built without achimney, and was thus unhegted. The unusudly large windows indicate that Towndey wished to draw
as much light into the building as possible to extend hisworking day. At the time of its construction the shop had a
basement, which is no longer present.

Ore of Towndey's account records of 1819 shows that he mended and made boots and shoes, averaging about two to three
pairs amonth. A new pair of boots brought him about $1.35, while mending usualy eamed him 25 to 33 cents A new pair
of ghoes waas anywhere from 42 centsto $1.67. It gopears, however, that farming was Towndey's principal occupeation. He
was hoted in reminiscences of 1838 to have been shipping his agricultural produce to market in Boston with other Buckland
farmers, in awagon pulled by a Sx-horse team.

Dan and hiswife Rachd had deven children, one of whom, Nuel Towndey (1796-1871), became atanner in Buckland. He
was known for tanning hides, but especialy for tanning calf skinsthat were madeinto girls' and women's dressshoes The
calf skinswerecaledinjest "deacon'sskins." Itisnot specifically sated in Kendrick's accounts of Nud and hisfamily
whether he was dso a shoe and boot maker in addifion to being atanner, but his son Dan Colton Towndey (1824-1902)
was a boot and shoemeker, following his grandfather's trade in the very same shoeshop. He, in fact, listed himself
primarily as aboot and shoemaker, rather than afarmer, on federa censuses

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Gardner Wilder 11 died in 1838. Following tradition, the ddest son Gardner Wilder I11 inherited the homestead, but his
siblings Thankful, Verona, Ebenezer, Polly, and Charles, and their mother remained in the house Thankfiil Colbum
Gardner lived until 1852 in the homestead. She wes not listed as the heed of the household, as somewidows a the time
were. By 1838, when Gardner |1 died, the Wilder Homesteed had dso become the home of Gardner 111's wife, Fiddia
Griswold, whom he married in 1836. They were only married for deven years before Fidelia died, but during those years
they had five children: Gardner IV, Lorenzo, Jane, Joseph, and Mary. Gardner 1V became a doctor and moved to Ohio,
Lorenzo moved to Lulling, Texas, and the other children remained in Buckland.

Like his ancestors, Gardner |11 was primarily afarmer, but was also active in town govemment. In 1845, hewasa
representative to the State legidature. Inan unexplained tum of eventsin 1846, Gardner |11 and Fidelia sold the house with
685 aores to Chales Wilder, Gardner's younger, 30-year-old brother. At the time, the housewas occupied by thirteen
people, and the property extended on both sdesof Ashfield Road (now Route 112).

Soon after the sde Fiddliadied in 1847, causing many thingsto change. The first changewas that Gardner |11 remarried in
1848. Hissecond wife was awidow, Sarah Brackett. They may havejoined the household for afew years, but by 1850
Gadner and Sarah lived in ahouse of their own on the other sde of Ashfield Road, on ancther section of Wilder property.
The south-facing, large Gresk Revival-style house is extant as Walnut Hill Farm.

Seveard of Gardner and Fidelia's children moved with them to the new house, and two of Gardner 111 and Sarah's children
were bominit: Lydiain 1851 and Charles A. Wilder in 1859. Meanwhile, a the homestead, Charles Wilder hed his
mother Thankful, who lived until 1852, dongwith his sgters Thankful and Verona and his brother Ebenezer, none of
whom were married. Polly married and moved to Ohio, joining the westward migration that her uncle Nathaniel and
nephews Gardner and Lorenzo took part in.

(continued)
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In 1855, when he was 39, Charlesmarried 26-year-old Harriet Hartwell, and they added five children to the Wilder
Homestead: Thankful, Julia, Harriet, Mary Verona and Gardner Edmund Wilder, who went by the name Edmund rather
than Gardner. Charlesand Harriet continued to share the homesteed with Charles sgters Thankful and Verona.  Something
happened to the homestead about 1860, possibly spring floods, because inthat year when the census takers came around,
Charlesand Harrigt, their first two children (Thankful and Julia), and dgtersVerona and Thankful wereall living with Eber
Stratton, 31, whosefarm wasjust north of Gardner 111's new Greek Revival house on Ashfield Road. As boarders of
Stratton, the Wilders red estate was not evauated in the census

Listed next in sequence by the censustaker in 1860, to the south on the road were Dan Colton Towndey, hiswife Eliza
Towndey, ad their three children Ellen, 11, Edgar, 9, and George, 7. Dan's primary occupation was listed as shoemaker
and the vaue of their red estate was $900, which included the shoe shop and was about average for Buckland in 1860.

During these years, the Towndey and Wilder children werein the District 2 School. Due to an increese in the school-age
population, the schoolhouse was taken down and replaced with anew brick schoolhousein 1840. Early inthe period, Mary
Lyon, aBuckland resdent who went on to found Mt. Holyoke Callege, raised the educationd standardsin town for all
children—but especidly for girls—by introducing better textbooks and improved teaching methodsamed a al the
children, notjust the boys.

In 1850 the population hed fallento 1,066 people in Buckland, but by 1860 therewere 1,702, an increasethat came from
the growth of industry in both Buckland and Shdbume Falls, and fromthe arrival of the railroad. By 1870, Buckland's
population was 1,946.

Buckland sent about 229 men to the Civil War inavariety of companies. Although the town acoepted subgtitutesto medt its
quotaif there were not enough volunteers from the town, Josgph Wilder, son of Gardner [11 and Fidelia, enlisted in October
1862. Joseph, who was 21 yearsold and had spent most of his childhood a the homesteaed, served for eight months before
being killed in New Orleansin June 1863.

SdersVerona and Thankful Wilder died two months gpart in 1865, a ages60 and 62. Their degthsleft Charles and
Harriet inthe house with their first three children—Thankful who was 10, Julia who was 5, and Hattie who was under a
year—and an eighteen-year-old  hired man named Franklin, who heped out on the farm. Within two years, the fourth and
fifth children, Mary and Gardner Edmund, were born. Having live-in help or "hired men" when children weretoo young to
work was not uncommon, especidly as competition from farmersinthe Midwest developed. Through organizations such
&6 the Grange, farmersleamed better methods of raising crops, keegping their livestock hedlthy, and getting the bet prices
for their produce. The Grangewas short-lived in Buckland, but the Buckland Farmer's Club, an equivdent organization,
was far more successful. 1t was chartered in 1878, and Charles Wilder was one of the sgnatories. The Farmer's Club
brought in goeekerswho gave lectures on agriculture, but dso on socid and cultural topics, becoming an important
organization in the town's history.

(continued)



NPS Fomi 1 10-900-a . OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet The Wilder Homestead

Buckland (Franklin), MA
Section number 8 Page 7

Architecture

During the early industria period prior to 1850, the Wildersextended their English-style bam by two baysto house
additiona livestock. Extending an existing English bam was a common means of increasing goacefor an enlarged herd.
Progressive farming brought about improvements to barns and the hedth and care of livestock. The impetusfor
improvement extended to the hedth and efficiency of households, as well. This movement isreflected a the Wilder
Homegteed inan el extension, which was built after 18680 to contain awoodshed and a privy. Connecting outbuildingsto
the housewas a convenience adopted by New England farmers. It allowed activitiesto take place within the bounds of the
house, which was especidly gppeding during the winter months. Some farmers connected their houses to their bams, while
others, like the Wilders, dected to keep the bam sgparate as a precaution againgt spreading fire.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

During the Late Industrial Period, Buckland's agriculture was surpassed by industry as an economic driver. At the same
time, the overal population slowly decreased from 1,946 to 1,589. The farmers who remained continued their emphasis on
dairy production, and counted among their number Charles and Harriet Wilder. In 1880, Charleswas 63, Harriet 50, and
their threeyoungest children—ages 16, 14, and 13—were till in school. Buckland's dairy farmers were productive and
joined with othersfrom Ashfield, Charlemont, and Colrain to form a cooperative creamery for the processing and marketing
of their milk. The creamery operated from 1885 to 1904.

It is dear fromthe censusthat the Wilder children were staying in school. At this point, they were atending the high school
in Shdburne Falls. Hattie would continue through Normal School and become ateacher, the first woman in the family to
work outsde the household. Charlesdied in 1892, and Harriet continued to live in the housewith severd of their children.
Juliamarried and left home in 1879; Mary married William Taylor and |eft the household in 1886. Hattie and Thankful
remained a home with Edmund. Following tradition, Edmund inherited the house, but dso following tradition his
unmarried siblings and mother remained inthe house Harriet Hartwell Wilder died in 1898 a age 68, and the farm was
officially taken over by Edmund. Like his father before him, Edmund ran the farm with histwo ssters. Thankful and
Harriet. Harriet would eventualy marry and leave, but Thankful remained inthe housefor afew years. By 1910 se had
moved away, and he died in 1929. Meanwhile, Mary Verona Wilder Taylor and William Taylor had ason, Charles W.
Taylor, in 1902 in Shdbume Falls.

Edmund married relatively late inlife—in 1901—when he was 34. He married Harriet Bertha Sanderson, who came to live
a the Wilder Homestead. Harriet Bertha Sanderson Wilder often went by the name Bertha. Edmund and Bertha hed an
infant daughter who did not survive, and after Thankful moved, the two of them lived done and farmed. In 1910 Edmund
listed histype of farming as "general." In 1923, he bought 60 acresof land from his neighbor Henry B. Wells. It was on the
west sde of Ashfield Road, opposite the present homesteed, but adjacent to the land he dready owned onthat Sdeof the
road. Thus he increased the Sze of hisfarm from 68/2 acres to over 128 acres.

(continued)
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Architecture

The house could have been electrified as early as 1896, when the Shdbume Falls Electric Light and Power Company was
organized and began producing electricity with a ges engine. Electrification was more universa after 1910, when two
companiesjoined as the New England Power Company and began producing electricity with four hydrogectric plants, two
of which were in Buckland.

According to the MHC inventory form completed by Charles Taylor in 1973, thefirst-floor plan a the reer of the house was
dtered in 1900. Originally the kitchen was inthe center of the rear pile with the fireplace as its focus. Flanking the kitchen
were asmdl chamber and pantry on the south, and the back gairs and another smal chamber on the north (see original
plan). Although the dterations were not described on the inventory form, itislikely that the pantry became a bathroom and
clost, while an open pantry and sink were ingtaled on the east wall of the kitchen. The instalation of plumbing and use of
beadboard on the pantry walls and cupboardsis condgtent with the 1900 date. It is probablethat the hitching post wes put
up during this part of the late 19* century.

Shoe Shop History during the Late Industrial Period
In 1890, Dan Coulton Towndey sold his property with the shoe shop on itto Mrs. Olive Shedd. Towndey died on
Chrismas Day in 1902,

Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

The house did not remain quite as under-populated as it had been inthe early 1900s By 1920, the Wilders hed taken in
Harriet Bertha's mother, 80-year-old Harriet Sanderson, to live out her life with them. The Wilders continued farming into
the 1930s with Edmund listing the type of farming on the cenaus of that year as dairy. He and Bertha were both 62 and
were acfivein Buckland civic life. They took part inraising money during World War |, and Harriet and aMrs. Elmer led a
fund drive to provide money for aliberty bond loan. Theirs was the fourth, and most successful, bond drive in Buckland,
bringing in $25,000. Edmund Wilder served & least one term as sdectman of Buckland prior to 1935.

Asatown, Buckland's populafion continued to diminish dightly during the Early Modem Period. In 1925 therewere 1555
people, ad in 1936 therewere 1,540. The datigtic with greater significance to the Wilders was that, by 1930, dightly fewer
than one-third of the town's familieswere farming.

Modern Period (1940-1960)

Dairy farming was a subsistence form of agriculture in Buckland through the Early Modem and Modern periods. Many
farmers regponded to their loss of income by sdling their farms for nonfarming use, by selling or leesing their fieldsto
others, or by growing only com and buying hay for their livestock. The Wilders responded by buying better farming
equipment to support their dairy herd, as evidenced by the equipment shed.

The Wilders, without children, medetheir niece Eleanor W. Clark a partial owner of the homestead'stwo parcd s of 8Bv2
and 60 acres through a quitclaim deed that they bought back for adollar in 1942 from its holder, Ellen Pamell. When
Edmund died the following year. Bertha and Eleanor were the owners of the homestead, and Eleanor came to live with her
aunt Bertha

(continued)
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Eleanor Clark was the daughter of Edmund's sster Harriet, and she came to Buckland from Worthington where she hed
taught schooal in that town and others in the region. Once she arrived in Buckland, Eleanor quickly established hersdf in the
town's socid and ingtitutional life. She was postmigtress of the Buckland Pogt Office a the Center from 1944 to 1958. She
joined the Buckland Ladies Club, the Shdbume Falls\Women's Club, the Buckland and Deerfield Valey Pamona Granges,
ad the Daughters of the American Revolution. In addition to working for the pogt office, she was a correspondent for the
Greenfield newsgpaper. From 1949 to 1955, Eleanor produced a smal newspaper, called "Our Buckland," through the
Grange. Mogt notably, she established weaving dassesin Buckland, using both the second floor at the pogt office and the
ban a the Wilder Homestead. She used antique equipment she found in the bam. (Photograph #25)  The dasses were 0
successful that agroup of dassmates formed the "Buckland Weavers," and they published anewdetter cdled "The
Shuttle" The University of Massachusetts Extension Sarvice invited Eleanor to give aweavers saminar in 1955, It became
an annud event, with people coming from al over New England, unfil she died suddenly in 1958. Within ane month of
Eleanor's deeth. Bertha passed away.

Before her degth. Bertha Senderson Wilder must have changed her will to meke CharlesW. Taylor her heir. Charles, the
on of Edmund's Sster Mary, was her negphew. He, like Eleanor Clark, was a schoolteecher, and while living in Concord

had taught in Watham, Massachusetts, for many years. Hewas married to ancother Eleanor, who died in 1960, but they had
no children. Living done in the homesteed for many years, Charlestook up life in Buckland with much the same zed that
Eleanor Clark had. He became amember of the Mary Lyon (Congregationa) Churchin Buckland Center, the Shelbume
Falls-Buckland Council on Aging, and the Buckland Historical Society, where he was particularly active. He held the office
of secretary, heeded up the genedlogy committee for anumber of years, and for a leest one historical society event, he gave
tours of the homestead. Hekept apair of oxen that he entered in oxen pulls a Buckland'sannud fairs, but he may not have
done much activefarming. One day in the 1960s Loren Wilder, arelative from Texaswho had cometo research his
ancestry, discovered the Wilder Homesteed and met Charles Taylor. Loren Wilder was the grandson of the fourth Gardner
Wilder, who had become adoctor and moved to Ohio in the 1830s Fleased to have a Wilder to whom he could pess the
homegteed, Charles Taylor wrote awill in 1977 naming Loren heir to the homestead. Charles died that same year, andis
buried in Center Cemetery.

Loren Wilder added hiswifeto the desd in 1978, but they lived in Texas. The disgtance made owning and managing the
Gardner Homesteed difficult, 0 in 1981 they donated the house to itscurrent owners, the Buckland Historical Society, with
585 aoresof land.

Architecture

During the occupancy of Edmund and Berthaiin the 1950s and 1960s the smdl chamber south of the kitchen may have
become alaundry room. It was not until the 1970s however, that anumber of aterations were made onthefirst floor. In the
late 1970s the panding over the kitchenfireplacehad deteriorated, 0 the pandswere removed and replaced by
reproductions. New flooring was ingtalled in the kitchen, and anew sink replaced an earlier cagt-iron sink on the eest wall.
Around the same time, the gtairs onthe reer of the first floor, which had become unusable, were removed. The sair opening
wasfloored over, s that the small northeast comer bedroom and stairwell became adining room.

(continued)
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Shoe Shop

The shoe shop was moved in 1952 to save it from demolition when Route 112 was widened. Its original location was
approximately half amile southwest of the Wilder Homestead, on Route 112 and Upper Street. Its owners in 1952, Carrie
and Nathanid Cass sold it for $1 to Imogene and Charles Litchfield, who moved it to their property on neerby Cross Street.
It was used for sorage for many yearsuntil, in 1991, it was moved to the Wilder Homesteed, where it could be preserved
by the Buckland Historical Society.

Recent Preservation

The Buckland Historical Society hes maintained the house, the bam, and the shoe shop with great care. The interior of the
house is appropriately fumished with late 18*' and 19"-century fumiture and textiles donated by Buckland families. The
shoe shop, owned and operated over three generations of the Tindey family, whaose skillsin tanning and shoemaking
contributed to Buckland's early industrial economy, isareminder of cottage industries that were once common in the area,
In late 2007, the higtorical society had abam condition report prepared by architect and timber-framer Jack Sobon. As a
result of that report, they st to work repairing the most urgent problem with the barn, arotted rafter. There ismore work to
be done on the buildings, and the society may, in the future, goply to the Massachusetts Historical Commission for
Preservation Projects Fund support.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Buckland are poorly understood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. Ancient stesinthis areacan be important by contributing information that increesss our
undergtanding of Native American adaptationsto temperate forest riverine environments innon-coedad aress. Potentid
dtesinthis areamay contribute significant details related to the importance of settlement and subsigtencein the vicinity of
upland tributaries, and their relationship to Ste distributions and subsistence activities dong the main course of the
Connecticut River and its primary tributaries, including the Deerfield River. Native dtesin this areamay represant a
soecidized adgptation to upland environments, or they may be part of an overal riverine adaptation besad in the
Connecticut River Valley. Native stesinthis areamay a0 contain important information that identifies the associaions
within tool assemblages and cultural sequencesin the locd areaand region.  Information may be present from stesinthe
areato hdp andyze pattems of Native American exchange in the region. One interpretation for the region identifiesthe
Connecticut River as an important north-south corridor for trangportation and exchange. Secondary drainages of the
Connecticut River, such as the Deerfield River and itstributaries including Clesson Brook, are hypothesized to have sarved
& eat-wed corridors, enabling wider movement of people and goods. Ancient Native American Stesin the digtrict locale
may contain information that helpstest these modds and/or offer atemative hypotheses

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdlated to 18*' through 20™
century settlement and life inarura westem Massachusetts town, and more than five generations of occupation on the
farmstead by the Wilder family, one of the early settlersof that town.

(continued)
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Archaeological testing may contribute physica evidence of the constmction date for the Wilder House and bam.
Temporaly diagnogtic artifacts may be present infeatures and structurd remains that can date when these buildings were
congtmcted and whether the bam, thought to be built before 1798, predates the house, as hypothesized by the use of a shell
augur in the bam's congtruction. Additional historical research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may aso
locate the Ste of an earlier barn. The identification of the ebove buildings, features, and structurd remains, combined with
similar evidence from outbuildings and occupationd-related features, may contribute important information rdated to the
layout of gtructures or building pattems on early farmateads in mral western Massachusetts in the 18* century. Important
archaeologica evidence of English construction techniques and stylistic features may dso exist for the house and bam that
were characteridtic of the late Georgian period.

Much of the information described above, combined with stmctural evidence of outbuildings and detailed andyss of the
contents of occupationd-related features, may contribute important socia, cultural, and economic information for five
generations of the Wilder family, and the Buckland community, from the 18* through 20* centuries. Thisinformation can
be extremdy important Snce Buckland's enfire town records from 1779 to 1876 bumed in afirethat year. Addifional
historical ressarch into the Wilder family may dso produce written records that document agpectsof the Wilder family
occupancy during the periods identified above. Wilder family records, combined with archaeologicd data, have the
potentia to contribute detailed insights into the Wilder family, life on the farmstead, and the Buckland community that
could not be attained through either source done.

Shoemaking ceasad in the shoe shop (1812-1820) after it was moved from itsorigina ste in the 1950s then to its present
dtein 1991. Giventhat, alow potential exigts for locating significant archaeologica resources associated with this shop.
Additional documentary ressarch combined with archaeologicd testing may, however, contribute evidence that over five
generations, some members of the Wilder family were engaged in shoemaking activities on the farmstead. Shoemiaking
was important to Buckland's early industrial economy and farmstead economy. Structura evidence of outbuildings no
longer extant, and detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd-related features, may contribute important evidence that
ome members of the Wilder family were engaged in shoemaking activities.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of this nomination follow the property's lot lines as recorded on the attached Buckland assessor's mgp (mep
5, lot 4).

Verbal Boundary Jugtification
The boundary defines the Wilder Homestead property asowned by the Buckland Historical Society.

Wilder Homesteed Photograph List V. -

Photographer: Chris Skely
Dae Augus 2010

Wilder House: northwest faBade, facing eest ; .
Wilder House facing southeest

Wilder House front facade and m tree, facing south

Barn: facing southeest

Shoe Shop: southwest comer, facing northeest

Wilder House and Reer Ell: facing west

Wilder House and Reer Ell: facing northwest

NOOAWNE

Interiors, photographer: Bonnie Parsons, PVPC
«January 2008 ** April 2008 ' , N

8 Housedadrs facing south **

9. Hadl fireplace wall, facing southwest **
10. Palor and fireplace, facing northwest **
11. Palor pand, facingwes **

12. View into dining room, facing north **
13 Kitchen fireplace, facing west **

14. Pantry, facing south * *

15. Dining room **

16. South bedroom, facing southeest **

17. Shoe dhop doss, facing northeest *

18. Shoe dhop panded wall, facing southwest *
19, Shoe dhop window, facing west *
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November 24, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

Nationa Register of Historic Faces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleese find the following nomination form:
The Wilder Homesteed, Ashfield Road, Buckland (Franklin), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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David Sand, Buckland Historicad Commisson
Bomnie Parsons PVPC, conaultant
John Gould, Buckland Planning Board
Buckland Higtoricd Sodety

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
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