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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received JUL 6 1982 

I entered ||||ite en 

historic Sou th Cnmmn H i s t o r i c . TViHt.r i f . t 

and/or common same 

2. Location C— or r l^rz,l;l<i 

street & number .jault-ipie— N/A not for publication 

city, town LjDwell N/A vicinity of congressional district 

state M code 025 county iviiddlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 

X _ both 
Pub l ic Acqu is i t i on 
ip^ In process 

1 being considered 

Status 
X occupied 
X unoccupied 

work in progress 
Access ib le 

yes: restricted 
X yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X _ commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
X government 

industrial 
military 

X 
museum 
park 

X private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name mul t ip l e ; see attached property avners' l i s t 

street & number 

city, town N /A vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r t h e m M i d d l e s e x R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Gorham S t r e e t 

city, town ^ ^ ^ 1 1 state M 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
In\'entory of the Historic Assets of (Area D)  

t h e Cbnrmnwealt .h o f Ma.c;.c^anhiic;>:^tts has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ n o 

date 1981 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C b m n i s s i o i 

city, town B o s t o n state MA 



7. Description South Oomnon Historic District. Lawell 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent X deteriorated unaltered X original site .1 . 
X good ruins X altered moved date n\n 
X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Ihe South Cormion Historic Dis t r i c t l ies 1/3 mile southwest of the center of Lowell. En-
oonpassing approximately 40 acres, the d i s t r i c t includes 17 ho\Jses, 3 schools, 3 chin-ches, 
2 apartment buildings, a convent, a rectory, a m i l l , a courthouse and a former j a i l . A l l 
but three of these buildings face onto the South Ccranon, a 22i acre area with a basin­
l ike topographical form. 

The cormion was set aside by the c i ty i n 1845. Early landscaping schemes included a 
granite-faced oval pond \\4iich, by the late 19th centviry, had a s ix - j e t fountain spraying 
a graceful arc of water into the pcaid. Al thou^ no master plan for i t s design is known, 
the caimon was carefully planted. I t s present appearance stems frcxn a decision i n 1905 
to create recreational opportunities; today, a basketball court, tennis coijrts and swim­
ming pool share the space with walkways and plantings. At i t s southeast comer i s the 
Edith Nourse Rogers School (1962: "B") cai a s i te that has been continuously occupied , 
by a school since the 1830's. 

Facing each other across the north and south sides of the ocximon are Simmer and Highland 
Streets, where house lots were created i n the mid-19th century. Highland Street, the 
earl ier of the two, was the f i r s t residential street to take advantage of the visual 
attractiveness of the new conmon. In the late 1850-60's f ine Italianate and Second 
Srpire houses were erected cn the south side of the street to overlook the park; by 1872 
the entire street had been developed. 

58 Hi^ land St. (#4,' photo #5) was one of ' th6 f i r s t houses to be erected o i the street. 
Designed i n the Italianate s tyle , i t i s Sheathed i n flush boarding scored to simulate 
stone. Ihe cubic foim is broken by a facade gable. A wealth of Italianate omament, 
including quoins, brackets, heavily molded window caps (arched and f l a t ) and two bay 
windows lends a three-dinensional quality to the building. 

Adjacent to 58 Highland St. i s a f ine exanple of the Second Ehipire s tyle. Prcsninently 
si ted at the southwest comer of the d i s t r i c t , 62 Highland St. (ca. 1871; #3, photo #5) 
is a two story structure with a slate mansard roof pierced by hooded arched dormers. Ihe 
omate portico and side porch were poptilar features of the period. 

The remaining f ive residences on Higjiland Street are well preserved examples of the 
Italianate Second Hiipire s tyle , similar i n scale, setback and detail to those just 
described. A sixth house was demolished i n the 1960's; two brick apartments were erected 
on the s i te (1967-68; "A"). 

Cli the opposite side of the common i s Stumer Street vstiich developed a decade later. As 
on H i^ l and Street, the Italianate and Second Smpire styles were favored, although three 
houses were constructed i n the Stick style. The best example of this style i s at 
163 SumiKr St. (ca. 1870; #19, photo m ) . I t i s a gable-end house with a 3i story engaged 
tower capped with a banded slate roof and iron cresting. An anphasis on ver t ical proportions, 
shed window hoods and an abundance of gables with crosspieces are feattires typical of 
this Victorian Gothic s tyle . 201 S;jimer St. ( late 1850's; #22) appears to be the earliest 
house on the s t i ^ t . Ihe relat ively modest Italianate gable end building is unusual for 
i t s many 19th centtiry additicais i n the rear and the attached bam. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Anchoring the east and west sides of the oormDn are imposing institutional and industrial 
buildings. The Middlesex County Ooiorthouse on Gortiam Street (#11, photo #1) was the f i r s t 
to be erected. Designed by Anmi B. Young and corrpleted in 1850, the structiire is Lowell's 
earliest and finest example of Romanesque Revival architecture. The smooth brick wall 
surface is offset by crisp decorative wood trim found on arched window hoods and the 
arcaded comice. Crowning • one of the two crossings is a cupola; dormers add further 
to the picturesque skyline. In 1895, to accoimiodate the need for additional space, 
the courthouse's portico and projecting facade gable were remaved, the entire building mDved 
to the rear of i t s l o t , and, in 1897, an addition appended to the front. Designed by 
Olin Cutler, the addition is approximately twice the size of the original birLlding; i t s 
Rennaissance Revival design i s academically rendered and eminently smtable for the mon­
umental proportions. Classical architectural elements are used ponderously, and the 
building's name and date are prominently inscribed in Old English typeface and Roman 
numerals. Much of, the lot i s enclosed by an iron spiked fence which is original to the 
1850 building. -

At the time of i t s caipletion i n 1856, the Lowell J a i l (#2, photo #2) faced the court­
house frcm across the conmon. James H. Rand, the architect of this Ronanesque Revival 
stone structure, was undoubtedly influenced by the new courthotise. An imposing city 
landmark, the j a i l i s a massive 24 story rough-hewn granite structure flanked by 
cubical brick Italianate wings. The central (stone) portion of the building i s 
rectangular in plan with an arcaded gable end separating twin 5 story octagonal towers 
with arcaded cornices and pyramidal roofs. Lower story windows are rectangular with 
stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s ; upper story ones are romd arched with t r i p l e keystone headings. 

Three late 19th century ch;irches are located within the d i s t r i c t . Each is Gothic in 
style and of masonry construction. The earliest and most modest i s St. John's 
Episcopal Church (1861; #14). I t i s a small stone building of modified basilican plan 
with stepped stone buttresses along the aisle walls. 

The Eliot Church (1873-74; #26, photo #4) was completed over a decade later. 
Located on the crest of Sijnmer Street, the High Victorian Gothic brick church has 
a camianding view over the ccmnon. Soaring vertical proportions, sandstone and marble 
trim, stained glass windows and a banded polychromatic slate roof are principle features. 
S.S. Woodcock of Somerville was the architect. 

The most recent chiirch i n the d i s t r i c t i s St. Peter's (#13, photo #3), b u i l t 
to the designs of Patrick C. Keely between 1892 and 1900. The t r i p a r t i t e facade has 
a central gable flanked by square towers of unequal height (and originally crowned by 
steeples). Exterior walls are of rock face ashlar and pierced by pointed arch 
portals and windows. 

The Favor Street School (1889; #25). i s a handsome Queen Anne structure similar to 
others b u i l t in Lowell during the decade. I t was designed by Otis Merril and Olin 
Cutler, a local architectural team who were responsible for several civic buildings, . 
including City Hall. (Cutler was also the architect for the Middlesex Comty Courthotise 
addition: #11). 

(see continuation sheet) . ' 
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The one industrial building in the d i s t r i c t i s Hood's Sarsaparilla Laboratory (#1). 
Located next to the j a i l and adjacent to the main railroad tracks, the m i l l was b u i l t in 
four sections between 1882 and 1893. I t i s a large 4-story L-shaped brick building 
of u t i l i t a r i a n design typical of other industrial buildings in Lowell of the period. 
A t a l l anokestack f a i n t l y bears the words "Hood Sarsaparilla". 



8. Significance South Conmon H.D., Lowell 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-preiiistoric _X_ community planning landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e r e l i g i o n 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X-1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
^ i _ 1 9 0 0 - communications _X_ industry _X_ politics/government transportation 

_X_ invention ,. other (specify) 

I ... J , iQAc; iQQQ B..sîo,./A...Ks*.>̂t Anmi B. Young, Cutler and Merril, S.S. Specific dates 1845-1933 Builder/Architect p̂pdcQck, Patrick C. Keely, JanH-̂  Rand 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The South Comon Historic District possesses i n t e r i ty of location, design, setting, 
materials and workmanship. Within i t s bounds are fine exanples of mid-19th century 
hoiises built for Lowell's growing merchant class, a variety of architecturally 
distinguished civic and institutional structures and an internationally known mill. 
The focus of the district is i t s 1845 coimon, significant as an early example of open 
space planning in the city. The South Cormon Historic District thus meets criteria 
A, B and C of the National Fiegister of Historic Places. 

The botinds of the South Conmon Historic District constitute the bulk of a lar^e 
parcel of land sold at auction in 1845 by the Proprietors of Locks and Canals, a 
major local corporation which oversaw real estate transactions and the canal system 
for the major textile companies. The corporation, at this time, was divesting itself 
of most of i t s extensive land holdings not in industrial use. The sale opened up vast 
areas near the center of the city for residential development. 

As already described in Section 7, 224 acres bounded by Thomdike, Sunmer, South and 
Highland Streets were purchased by the City of Lowell and set aside as the South Cotmion. 
(A smaller North Conmon was also laid out at this time, but never attained the same 
appeal for stylish residences at i t s perimenter.) , . ,. 

The South Cormon was the chosen site for Lowell's two county buildings. In 1850, fifteen 
years after Lowell was designated the northem seat of Middlesex County, the Middlesex 
County Courthouse (#11) was conpleted to the design of Anmi B. Young. Young, whose 
previous work included the Customs House in Boston and the Worcester County Courthouse 
had been a pupil of Alexander Parris', architect of Boston's Quincy Market. Young's 
Ronanesque Revival coiirthouse in Lowell was a radical departure from the 
traditional Greek Revival style usually associated with him and generally favored 
for large civic structures of the period. After conpleting the courthouse, Young was 
appointed Superintending Architect of the United States Treasury Department, the 
f i r s t to hold such a position. During the ten years he was in Washington, he designed 
over f i f t y public buildings throughout the country, many of which were courthouses. 
The 1897 addition to the front of the Middlesex Cotinty Courthouse was designed by Olin 
Cutler. With his partner Otis Merrill, Cutler designed numerous Lowell institutional 
buildings of which the best known is City Hall (1893). 

The other county building in the district is the former Lowell Jail (#2). This struc­
ture, ccmpleted in 1856, was designed by James H. Rand, a Lowell resident. The interior 
arrangement of the j a i l followed standard penological design of the 19th century: 
prisoners were housed individually in two blocks of small brick cells that opened onto 

(see continuation sheet) 
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corridors running just inside the outer walls of the building. This back-to-back c e l l ­
ular plan prevented inmates frcm looking into other cells; parallel corridors 
extending along the rear of each c e l l enabled guards to view the prisoners from 
either end of the c e l l . A double set of barred iron doors allowed only 
indirect l i g h t and ai r into each c e l l . 

The biiilding's 102 cells were located in both the central portion (including base­
ment) and north wing of the j a i l with separate quarters for fonale inmates. The south 
wing Was'used as a j a i l o r and sheriff's residence. Massachusetts was relatively 
advanced in penal reform, and i t i s probable that the inmates worked together at indus­
t r i a l related jobs by day, returning to solitary confinanent at night. In 1910 the 
Lowell J a i l was the only one in the state offering regular onployment: sorting cotton 
wastes. 

The building continued i n iise as a j a i l u n t i l 1919 wiien i t was closed due to a low 
ccximitment rate.' In 1926 i t was sold to the Reman Catholic Chtirch. Under the guidance 
of Henry Rourke, a local architect vAio lived at 42-44 Highland (#7), a l l but the basement 
cells were ranoved, and the space converted to classrooms, offices and a large gym-
nasiijm. Oak trim was installed i n the central and north sections, but the heavily 
molded Italianate trim i n the south wing and the spiral, foliated columns in the center of 
each octagonal tower were retained. The exterior ranained largely unaltered. Since 
the early 1970's the building has been vacant, althoijgh reuse plans are landerway by i t s 
current owner, the Lowell YMCA. 

The d i s t r i c t ' s six buildings i n religioias use include three churches and a rectory, 
convent and parochial school a f f i l i a t e d with St Peter's. St. Peter's Church (1892-
1900; #13) was founded i n 1841, making i t the city's second oldest Roman Catholic parish. 
Historically, the majority of the parish were I r i s h , many of whan lived on nearby Chapel 
H i l l and desired a church within the neighborhood. The present church replaced a 
plain brick building which stood nearby at the corner of Gorham and Appleton Street 
(since darolished). The majestic size of the new church reflected the growing importance 
of Lowell's Catholic population w^ich, by 1900, constituted approximately half of the 
city's residents. Patrick C. Keely, architect of St. Peter's Church, was fron 
Brookljm, N.Y. and i s often considered the leading designer of Roman Catholic chiarches 
in the second half of the 19th century; St. Peter's was conpleted toward the end of his 
long career. Other Lowell works of Keely's include the Immaculate Conception Church 
(1868) and St. Michael's Church (1884-1900). 

Like St. Peter's Church, the Eliot Church (1873-74; #26) replaced an earlier building. 
The new location had several attractions. I t was farther reeved frcm the noise and 
bustle of the mills; i t offered a ccmmanding view over the ccmnon; and i t was the site 
of John Eliot's log cabin church and school. Eliot was a Puritan Evangelist who 
preached Christianity to local Indian tribes i n 1648; the church was renamed fron the 
Second Congregational Church to the Eliot Chxarch i n his nonory. S.S. Woodcock of 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Cowley, Char les , A H i s t o r y o f L o w e l l , B.C. Sargeant and Joshua 
. • - M e r r i l l and Son, L o w e l l , 1868 

H i l l , Frank P . , L o w e l l I l l u s t r a t e d ; A C h r o n o l o g i c a l Record of 
Events and H i s t o r i c a l Sketches of .the Large Manufac tu r ing 
C o r p o r a t i o n s , Huse, Goodwin & Co. , L o w e l l , 188^ 

P'armlee, Maur ice , C r i m i n o l o g y , The MacMi l l an Co. , N.Y. , 1920 
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Rectory 

82 LUCE STREET 

TELEPHONE 453-5423 

Dear Mrs, Weslowskii 

S L ^ o k n s Ep i scopa l CP/iurcA ^ - ^ ^ ^ | N / | ~ 

260 Gorham Street 

Lowell, Massachusetts 01852 ^ ' \ \ \ \ i Q ^ 9 8 2 

White. Ji eclor 

* Jurte 8, 1982 -

Although th i s w i l l be reaching you a f t e r JuriB 9 th , I warrt to r e g i s t e r 
the support of the Vestry (Board) of St . John's Church f o r the nominatiori 
o f t h e ^ O V l t h f^ r .mmr.n- c j -^^-p^ r̂  H i c,+-r^ r» . t , T i n W " * ^ . 

I f we can: "be of any f u r t h e r support concerning t h i s nomination, 
please don^ t hesitate to conrtac^t me. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Fr , K. Gordon White 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c Commission: 
29̂ 1 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 
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Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 
L>/zel6jL 
Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior > • 
Washington, D.C. 20243 • 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the following nanination forms: 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

6 1982 

Becket: 

Billerica: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Northampton: 

Westfield: 

Becket Center Historic District (local) 

Manning Manse (local) 

Allen House (local) 

South Common Historic District (local) 

Washington Square Historic District (local) 

Wamesit Canal and Whipple M i l l Complex (local) 

Dimock Estate (local) 

Landlord Fowler Tavem (local - DOE: 11/79) 

Al l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the 
nomintion forms. 

Sincerely, 

O:io^dacji J.A'yilc'--^ 
Candace Jenkin|B . 
Registraticaj_^irector i 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 


