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1. Name
historic South Cnmmn Historic. TViHt.rif.t
and/or common same
2. Location C—or r Iz iI<i
street & number Jault-ipie— N/A not for publication
city, town LjDwell N/A  vicinity of congressional district
state M code 025 county iviiddlesex code 017
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum

building(s) private X unoccupied X _ commercial X park

structure X _ both work in progress X  educational X  private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious

object ip" In process yes: restricted X government scientific

1 being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
name multiple; see attached property avners' |ist
street & number
city, town N/A vicinity of state
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Northem Middlesex Registry of Deeds
street & number  Gorham Street
city, town "N 11 state M
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
In\'entory of the Historic Assets of (AreaD)
the Cbnrmnwealt.h of Ma.c;.cranhiic;>: tts hasthis property been determined elegible? yes ~ n o

date 1981 federal ~  state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Cbmnissioi

city, town Boston state MA



7. Description South G@nmon Historic District. Lawell

Condi tion Check one Check one

A excellent X deteriorated unaltered X original site .
X good ruins X  altered moved date n\n
X  fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

lhe South CaomionHistoric District lies 1/3 mile southwest of the center of Lowell. En-
oonpassing approximately 40 acres, the district includes 17 ho\Jses, 3 schools, 3 chin-ches,
2 apartment buildings, a convent, a rectory, amill, a courthouse and a former jail. All
but three of these buildings face onto the South Caaon, a 22i acre area with a basin-
like topographical form.

The comionwas set aside by the city in 1845. Early landscaping schemes included a
granite-faced oval pond \\diich, by the late 19th centviry, had a six-jet fountain spraying
a graceful arc of water into the pcad. Althou® no master plan for its design is known,
the camon was carefully planted. Its present gppearance stems frcxn a decision in 1905
to create recreational opportunities; today, a basketball court, tennis coijrts and swim-
ming pool share the space with wakways and plantings. At its southeast comer is the
Edith Nourse Rogers School (1962: "B") ca a site that has been continuously occupied ,
by a school since the 1830's.

Facing each other across the north and south sides of the ooximon are Smmer and Highland
Streets, where house |ots were created in the mid-19th century. Highland Street, the
earlier of the two, was the first residential street to take advantage of the visual
attractiveness of the nev conmon. In the late 1850-60's fine Italianate and Second
Srpire houses were erected cn the south side of the street to overlook the park; by 1872
the entire street had been developed.

58 Hi~land St. (#4,' photo #5) was one of'th6 first houses to be erected oi the street.
Designed in the ltalianate style, it is Sheathed in flush boarding scored to simulate
stone. Ihe cubic foim is broken by a facade gable. A wealth of Italianate omament,
including quoins, brackets, heavily molded window caps (arched and flat) and two bay
windows lends a three-dinensional quality to the building.

Adjacent to 58 Highland St. is a fine exanple of the Second Ehipire style. Prcsninently
sited at the southwest comer of the district, 62 Highland St. (ca. 1871; #3, photo #5)
Is a two story structure with a slate mansard roof pierced by hooded arched dormers. lhe
omate portico and side porch were poptilar features of the period.

The remaining five residences on Higjiland Street are well preserved examples of the
Italianate Second Hiipire style, similar in scale, setback and detail to those just
described. A sixth house was demolished in the 1960's; two brick apartments were erected
on the site (1967-68;"A").

Cli the opposite side of the anmm is Stumer Street vstiich developed a decade later. As

on Hi*land Street, the Italianate and Second Smpire styles were favored, although three
houses were constructed in the Stick style. The best example of this style is at

163 SumiKr St. (ca. 1870; #19, photo m). It is a gable-end house with a 3i story engaged
tower capped with a banded slate roof and iron cresting. Ananphasis on vertical proportions,
shed window hoods and an abundance of gables with crosspieces are feattires typical of

this Victorian Gothic style. 201 Sjimer St. (late 1850's; #22) appears to be the earliest
house on the sti~t. Ihe relatively modet Italianate gable end building is unusual for

its may 19th centtiry additicais in the rear and the attached bam.

(see continuation sheet)
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Anchoring the east and west sides of the oornbn are inposing institutional and industrial
buildings. The M ddl esex County Qoiorthouse on GrtiamStreet (#11, photo #1) was the first
to beerected. Designed by Anm B Young andcorrpleted i n 1850, the structiire i sLowell"'s
earliest andfinest exanpl e of Romanesque Revival architecture. The snooth brick wall
surface i soffset by crisp decorative wood trim found on arched w ndow hoods and t he
arcaded comce. Cowning *one of the two crossingsi s acupola; dorners add further

to the picturesqueskyline. 1n 1895 t o accoimodate the need for additional space,

the courthouse's portico and projecting facade gable were renaved, the entire building nbbved
to the rear of its lot, and, in 1897, an addition appended to the front. Designed by

Oin Cutler, the addition i s approximtelytwce the size of the original birLlding, its
Rennai ssance Revival design i s academ cally rendered and em nently sntable for thenon-
umental proportions. Classical architectural elements are used ponderously, and the
building's nane and date are prom nentlyinscribed i nOd English typeface and Fonan
nunerals.  Mich of, the lot isenclosed by aniron spiked fence which isoriginal tothe
1850 building. -

At the time of its caipletion in 1856, the Lowell Jail (#2, photo #2) faced the court-
house frcmacross the conmon. Janmes H Rand, the architect of this Ronanesque Revi val
stone structure, was undoubtedly influenced by the newcourthotise. An inposing city

| andmark, the jail i s amassive 24 story rough-hewn granite structure flanked by

cubical brick Italianate wings. Thecentral (stone)portion of thebuildingis
rectangular i nplanwith an arcaded gable end separating twin 5 story octagonal towers
wi th arcaded cornices and pyram dal roofs. Lower story wi ndows are rectangular with
stone lintels andsills; upper story ones are romd arched with triple keystone headings.

Three late 19th century ch;irchesare located within the district. Each i s Gothicin
style and of masonry construction. Theearliest and nost nodest i s St. John's

Epi scopal Church (1861; #14). |1 ti s asmall stone building of modifiedbasilican plan
with stepped stone buttresses along the aisle walls.

The Eliot Church (1873-74; #26, photo #4) was conpl eted over a decade |ater.

Located onthe crest of Sjnmer Street, the High Victorian Gothic brick churchhas

a camanding view over the ccrmon. Soaring vertical proportions, sandstone and narble
trim stained glass wi ndows and a banded pol ychromaticslate roof are principle features.
SS Wodcock of Sonerville was the architect.

The nost recent chiirch inthe district isSt. Peter's (#13, photo #3), built

to the designs of Patrick C Keely between 1892 and 1900. Thetripartite facade has
a central gable flanked by square towers of unequal height (and originally crowiedby
steeples). Exterior walls are of rock face ashlar and pierced by pointed arch
portals and w ndows.

The Favor Street School (1889; #25). i s a handsone Queen Anne structure simlar to

others built inLowell during the decade. It was designed by Otis Merril and Oin
Cutler, alocal architectural teamwho were responsiblefor several civic buildings, .
including City Hall. (Cutler was also the architect for the Mddlesex Conty Courthotise
addition: #11).

(see continuation sheet)
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The one industrial building i nthedistrict i sHod s Sarsaparillalaboratory (#1).
Located next tothejail and adjacent tothemain railroad tracks, them |l was built i n
four sections between 1882 and 1893.

ltis alarge 4-story L-shaped brick building
of utilitarian design typical of other industrial buildings i nLowell
Atall

of t he period.
anokestack faintly bears thewords "Hood Sarsaparilla".



8. Significance South Caomon H.D., Lowell

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-preiiistoric _X_ community planning landscape architecturereligion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X-1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
Ai_1900- communications _X_ industry _X_ politics/government transportation

_X: invention , other (specify)

Qjecif'r'cd]at’es i% E@?Q ﬁﬁagr/ﬁ'cﬁ?tg& ’éﬁmc&kyolb'%ri%téer@ew,wbﬁé%“ %d

Satenent of Sgnificance (in one paragraph)

The South Conon Historic District possesses interity of location, design, setting,
materials and worknmanship. Wthin its bounds are fineexanplesof md-19th century
hoiises built for Lowell's growing nerchant class, avariety of architecturally

di stinguished civic andinstitutional structuresandan internationally known mill.
The focus of the district isits 1845 coinon, significant as an early exanpl e of open
space planning inthe city. The South Gornon Historic District thus neets criteria
A Band Cof the National Fiegister of Historic Places.

The botinds of the South Gonnon Historic District constitute the bulk of a lar”e

parcel of land sold at auction in 1845by the Proprietorsof Locks andCanals, a

maj or |ocal corporationwhich oversawreal estate transactions andthe canal system
for the major textile conpanies. The corporation, at this time, was divesting itself
of nost of its extensive land holdings not inindustrial use. The sale opened up vast
areas near the center of the city for residential devel oprent.

As already described in Section 7, 224 acres bounded by Thondi ke, Sunner, Southand
Hghland Streets were purchased by the City of Lowell and set aside as the South Gtmon.
(A smaller North Gnnonwas also laid out at this time, but never attainedthe sane
appeal for stylish residences at its perinenter.) . e

The South Qornon was the chosen site for Lowell's twocounty buildings. In 1850, fifteen
years after Lowel| was designated the northemseat of Mddl esex County, t he M ddl esex
County Courthouse (#11) was conpleted to the design of Aim B Young. Young, whose
ﬁrew ous work included the Qustons House i n Boston andthe Wrcester Gounty Courthouse
ad been a pupil of A exander Parris', architect of Boston's Quincy Market. Young's
Ronanesque Revival coiirthouse inLowell was aradical departure fromthe

traditional Geek Revival style usually associated with hi mand general |y favored

for largecivic structures of the period. After conpletingthe courthouse, Youngwas
appoi nted Superintending Architect of the United States Treasury Departnent, the

first to hold such a position. During the ten years he was i n\éshi ngton, he designed

over fifty public buildingsthroughout the country, nany of which were courthouses.
The 1897 addition to the front of the Mddl esex Cotinty Courthouse was designed by QOin
Cutler. Wth his partner Otis Merrill, Cutler designed nunerous Lowel| institutional

bui | di ngs of which the best knownis City Hall (1893).

The other county building inthe district i sthe former Lowell Jail (#2). This struc-
ture, ccnpleted in 1856, was designed by Janes H Rand, a Lowel| resident. The interior
arrangenent of the jail fol |l owed standard penol ogi cal desi %n of the 19th century:
prisoners were housed individually intw blocks of small brick cells that opened onto

(see continuation sheet)
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corridors running just insidethe outer walls of the building. This back-to-back cell-
ular plan prevented inmates frcmlooking into other cells; parallel corridors
extending along the rear of each cell enabled guards t oviewthe prisoners from

either end of the cell. Adouble set of barred iron doors allowed only

indirect Iight andair into each cell.

The biiilding's 102cells were |ocated i nboth the central portion (including base-
ment) and north wing of the jail with separate quarters for fonale inmtes. The south
wing WAs' used as a jailor and sheriff's residence. Mssachusetts was relatively
advanced i n penal reform andit i s probable that the inmates worked together at indus-
trial related jobs by day, returning tosolitary confinanent at night. 1n1910 t he
Lowel | Jail was the only oneinthe stateoffering regular onployment: sorting cotton
wast es.

The building continued iniise asajailuntil 1919wienit was closed duetoa | ow
ceximtnent rate.' 1n1926 it was soldt othe Renan Catholic Chtirch. Under the gui dance
of Henry Rourke, a local architect VAiolived at 42-44 Highland (#7), all but the basenent
cells were ranoved, and the space converted t oclassroons, offices anda | arge gym
nasiijm Qak trimwas installed i nthe central andnorth sections, but the heavily

mol ded Italianate triminthe south wwng andthe spiral, foliated colums in the center of
each octagonal tower were retained. Theexterior ranained largely unaltered. Since

the early 1970's the building has been vacant, althoijgh reuse plans are landerway by its
current owner, the Lowel |l YMCA

The district's sixbuildingsinreligioias useinclude three churches anda rectory,
convent and parochial school affiliated with St Peter's. St. Peter's Church (1892-

1900; #13) was founded i n 1841, nmaking it the city's second ol dest Roman Cat holic pari sh.
Historically, the majority of the parishwere Irish, nany of whan |ived on nearby Chapel
Hill and desired a church within the neighborhood. The present church replaced a

plain brick building which stood nearby at the corner of Gorhamand Appl eton Street
(since darolished). Themajestic size of the newchurch reflected the growing inportance
of Lowell's Catholic population w'ich, by 1900, constituted approximately half of the
city's residents. Patrick C Keely, architect of St. Peter's Church, was fron

Brookljm NY. andi s often considered the |eading designer of Ronman Catholic chiarches
in the second half of the 19th century; St. Peter's was conpleted toward the end of his
long career. Oher Lowell works of Keely's include the Imracul ate Conception Church
(1868) and St. Mchael's Church (1884-1900).

Like St. Peter's Church, the Eliot Church (1873-74; #26) replaced anearlier building.
The newlocation hadseveral attractions. | twas farther reeved frcmthe noiseand
bustle of the mlls; it offereda ccnmanding view over the ccrmon; andit was the site
of John Eliot's [og cabin church andschool. Eliot was a Puritan Evangelist who
preached Christianity tolocal Indiantribes in 1648, the church was renamed fron the
Second Congregational Church t othe Eliot Charch i nhis nonory. SS Wodcock of

(see continuation sheet)
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Cowley, Charles, A History of Lowell, B.C. Sargeant and Joshua
e-Merrill and Son, Lowell, 1868

Hill, Frank P., Lowell Illustrated; A Chronological Record of
Events and Historical Sketches of .the Large Manufacturing
Corporations, Huse, Goodwin & Co., Lowell, 188"

P'armlee, Maurice, Criminology, The MacMillan Co., N.Y., 1920
City atlases, maps, directories, annual reports

"Catalogue of 113 Lots of Land Belonging to the Proprietors of
Locks 'and Canals", 18"5
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11. Form Prepared By

,y 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

TIM evaliialad stynMcanoe of this property wMliin ths stats is:

| Htalortc Praaervation Officer siQnaturs

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . —

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
















































SL “okns Episcopal CPliurcA ~-~n A IN/|~

260 Gorham Street

Lowell, Massachusetts 01852 AMW i Q 1982
White. Ji eclor
Rectory
82 LUCE STREET
TELEPHONE 453-5423 * Jurte 8, 1982 -

Dear Mrs, Weslowskili

Although this will be reaching you after JuriB 9th, | warrt to register
the support of the Vestry (Board) of St. John's Church for the nominatiori

of the ~OVIth fAr.mmr.n- cj-M-pArrt Hi c,+-r* r».t, TinW"* ~ |

I'f we can: "e of any further support concerning this nom nation,
pl ease don®t hesitate t oconrtact ne.

Most sincerely yours,

Fr, K Gordon White

Patricia L. Weslowski
Massachusetts Historic Comm ssion:
29"1 Washington Street

Bost on, Mass. 02108



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HlSTORlCAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
L>/zel6jL

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of thelnterior > e

Vshington, DC 20243 .

Dear M. Shul I: 6 190
Enclosed you will find the following nanination forms:

Becket : Becket Center Historic District (local)

Billerica: Manni ng Manse (1 ocal)

Lovel | : Al'len House (local)

Lowell: South CGonmon Historic District (local)

Lowel | : Washi ngton Square Historic District (local)

Lovel | : Vénesit Canal and Wi pple M| Gonplex (local)

Nor t hanpt on: D nock Estate (local)
Westfield: Landl ord Fow er Tavem (local - BDIE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible bythe State ReviewBoard and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were af f or ded
the opportfumtytocormrent. Gmnments received todate are attached to the
nom ntion forns.

Sincerely,

O:.ioMdacji J. Ayilc'--"

CGandace Jenkin| B .
Registraticaj _"irector [
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

G/ sac



