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Gandolfo Theater YulSl

LOCATION
200 S,cm£h- First Avejwe—

JURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Yuma'•IWNEK
Dr. and Mrs. H. R. Linden

COUNTY
Yuma

OWNER'S ADDRESS
330 West Twentyfourth Street 
Yuma, AZ 8536A

FORM COMPLETED BY
Yuma County Historical Society

ADDRESS

2kO Madison Avenue 
Yuma, AZ

,HOTO BY
P. Callahan

DATE
V78

fVIEW 
Main facades from northeast

[PRESENT USE
Gymnas i urn.

ACREAGE
less/acre

TYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century Commerical Block

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Constructed 1917; fire in 1925

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Originally built with three stories, the Gandolfo Theater currently stands as a two story 
structure after a 1927 fire destroyed most of the upper floor. Only the fly loft retains 
segments of the original cornice and brickwork. Parapets with corbeled string courses con 
ceal the flat roof; rectangular corner elements and a central pediment with decorative 
brickwork project above the main parapet line. The front facade has three bays. The 
central bay, deeply recessed and spanned by a segmental arch, contains the main entry. 
Rectangular side bays, containing offices, are only slightly inset. The two story audi 
torium space lies behind these offices. Overall the building measures 50 ft. by 125 ft._

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE r ,.,,.„ „ • i u i i 
The Gandolfo Theater is one of the most important landmarks in Yuma. Built by local
entrepreneur John Gandolfo the building was a center of community activity from 1917 to 
1950. Designed with a seating capacity of 635, the auditorium served as a movie house 
and theater. Theater offerings were drawn from a touring circuit which included road 
shows from New York and Los Angeles. Before fire destroyed the third floor, the building 
also housed dances and meetings of social groups such as the Masons and Elks. Since 1950 
the building has served a variety of functions. The character of the structure is sub 
stantially intact or recoverable.
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Block 95; Lot 5; Yuma Townsite
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