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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This kiln used to supply charcoal for the reduction of precious metals (gold and
silver) in the Walker area. Its constructed of native granite rock without
mortar. The kiln is in a beehive shape approximately 25 feet high with a base
50 feet in diameter. It has vent holes around the bottom for air. Access to
the kiln was gained by means of two doors, one at the base 8 feet by 4 feet and
the other near the apex of the kiln measuring approximately 4 feet by 3 feet.

It is assumed the door near the apex was reached by means of & ramp extending
from an upper service road to the door. This door was used to load the kiln.
The lower door was used to both load the kiln with wood to be burned and retrieve
the charcoal. Both entrances were probably covered by iron doors. Existence

of the iron doors are not evident. Indications of two service roads are present,
however, ponderosa pine trees are growing in the road beds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The structure which played an important part in the productﬂon of preciocus metals
from the Walker area is an outstanding example of this type of kiln. In the State
of Arizona this type of kiln existed at one other location which may be threatened
by the development of the Central Arizona Project. '

The community now known as Walker dates back to 1863 when Captain Joseph R. Walker
and a party of 25 men first discovered gold in the streambed of Lynx Creek. The
strike was a rich one, and this original party was rapidly supplemented by miners
and prospectors from throughout the West. To protect this Qizeable white popula-
tion from hostile Indians, a detachment of soldiers was brought into the area and
bivouacked in the Chino Valley area. In May 1864 the detacﬂient vas moved in close
to the fledgling territorial capitol of Prescott, founded only a month earlier,

and established the permanent garrison still called Fort Whipple.

The Walker area itself remained mainly a collection of 1og.dabins, numerous mining
claims in various stages of development, and a few primitive mill sites. As the
mining operations progressed, the need for a smelter of some type became evident.
In 1880 a small smelter financed by a Mr. Dake was constructed along Lynx Creek,
but was apparently seldom used due to the lack of sufficient fuel. A second and
larger smelter, built by the Howells Smelting and Mining Company, was erected in
1882. The Howells smelter, rated at kO tons, was no more successful than the Dake
smelter, operating for less than a year before folding under. Again, lack of
sufficient quantities of fuel was a significant problem.
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Charcoal, produced locally in several rock kilns, was the pﬂimary fuel used in
) these smelters. 1In light of the very short life of the smelters, we would surmise
‘ that the kilns had an equally short productive life. One of] these kilns still stands.

Subsequent to the failure of the smelters in Walker, a coalJflred smelter was built
in Prescott which apparently could handle the ore taken from Walker and the surround-
ing areas.

Walker today is far below 1ts once high population of 3000 yeople, and has made the
; transition from a mining community to a quiet summer home & il resort area. About
; all that is left for reminders of its days of gold and silver king of central
i Arizona are numerous shafts and mine dumps, piles of placer rock in Lynx Creek, and
' the old kiln.
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