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The Edgar Zabriskie House is a flamboyant version of the Queen Anne style.
Built in 1889, the house is one of the few extant examples in Omaha of the style.

Typical of the Queen Amne style, the house has a profusion of projections
from the multi-~gabled roof, Eastlake style porches, balconies, details and
variations in the wall surface. A round corner tower stands three stories tall
on the southwest corner of the house. The original bell-shaped roof has been
removed. The large s1ngle—paned window on the first floor of the tower is
striking because of the curve in the glass. Large gables project from the third
floor on the south, east, and west sides and are highlighted with fish-scale
shinglés and ¢arved’ wobd panels with pendants. - The ﬁultl-gabledﬁréﬁf‘6riginally
had cresting and finials, probably of metal, along the ridge and small deck on’
the southeist-cbrner, which havé been removed “The tall chimiey has’ the original
fancy brickwork. A band of shingles, which are flared from the wall surface,
~divide the first and second story and are also along the third story of the tower.

The Edstlake porches and balconies are the most striking features of the
exterior. The front (south) porch and east porch opening off the back parlor/
sitting room have identical detailing. The original intricate spindles and.
‘latticework exist in the porch frieze, balustrade and porch base. The balcony
above the front porch is roofed by a pediment decorated with spindles and ,
lattice-work and topped with a finial. Small carved wood panels.are located in each of
the pedimentsand small pediment over the front porch entrance. The original
front door is extant. The covered balcony on the east side is detailed differently
than the other porches or balcony. The only major alterations to the porches
are the replacement of the bottom half of wooden posts on the front. porch with
brick plers and the replacement of the wooden railing on.the front steps, with brick.

The 1nter10r, like the exterior, remains relatively unchanged from. the
original,- The' Eirst floor has the original mantelpieces, Wainsc0tt1ng, ‘parquet S
flooring, and gas and electric chandeliers. The impressive vestibule, whick
“1ncludES ‘thé space. in the tower, has an open staircase with griiie—work (see
photo #3). A small washroom off the vestibule has a painted wash~-bowl. Slldlng
~doors open from the-vestibule into the front and ‘back- ~parlors. The mantel-
.piece in the front parlor is an elaborate ‘combination of small- shelves and
spindles around the mirror and low-relief figured tile around the fire opening.
The other fireplace is in the dining room (see photo #2). The library, pantry,
‘and kitchen are also on flrst floor. “A hand pump is still located next to the
31nk in the kltchen.

There are f1ve ‘bedrooms and two bathrooms on second floor. The one bathroom

' has 3 water closet, probably the ‘original, and a claw-foot bathtub. Gas wall - jy
sconces are in each bedroom and a gas ‘chandeliér is in the hallway. The" third

floor has a round room in the tower and three large rooms and attic. The base-

ment has a laundry room with hand water pump, furnace room, east room and an

outside entrance undeyr thie east porch.
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The two-story carriage house has many of the same exterior elements as
the house-projecting gables, flared second story, and shingles on upper
floor. The Zabriskies adapted the carriage house into a dwelling many
years ago, and it now serves as a residence under separate ownership.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Zabriskie House is. significant to.the architectural heritage of the
Omaha area. It is onme of the two best Eastlakeeinfluencedlhouses“ithhe city and
one of the few remalnlng Queen Anne houses. The i Queen Anne style was popyular in
Nebraska duting the 1880" s, a time of ec0nomic prbsperityg and many were built
until the 1890's in eastern Nebraska and until the turn of the century in the
western part of the state. Many of Omaha's Queen Anne houses have been des-
‘troyed or have lost their Queen Anne or Eastlake porches to the classical versioms
around the turn of the century. The house has many characteristics of the Queen
Anne style discussed by Whiffen (1969, page 115) including different wall
surfaces, high multiple roof, round turret, straight and round-arched windows,
and prominent gables-and chimneys. 1In Nebraska it appears that the classical details,
described by Whiffen, occur mostly around the turm of the century (see Andrew M.
Hargis House, Grand Island, Nebraska NRHP nomination) and are not usually evident
in houses of this period.’ The form of the Zabriskie House, an'articulated‘squeret
with prominent corner tower, is representative of a popular type of Queen Anne
house: in Nebraska. R

!

Edgar’Zabrlskle (1840-1908) led an adventurous life as a ship officer, Civil

War veteran, Union Pacific general agent and accountant. Born in New York City
in 1840, Zabrigkie was of Polish descent; Soborewski was the ancestral. spelllng
of his surname. At the age of fifteen, he went to sea working as an apprentice,
then office,and paymaster, of the Pacific Mail Steamship company. During the

."Civil War, he enlisted and served with the Eighth New York Artillery. He first::
came to Omaha in 1869 staying briefly before worklng for the Union Pacific -
Railway Co. in various places for about ten years. -In 1885-86 Zabriskie
located permanently in Omaha working as a self-employed accountant and also
managed various properties in receivership. Zabriskie was one of the first

- purchasers of a lot in Bemis Park, a new residéntial suburb planned by George

" P. Bemis in the late 1880's. The development did not succeed during the 1890's "
but boomed after the turn of the century. After the death of Zabriskie, his
son lived in the house until his death so the house remained in the family
until 1968. The son, Edgar B. Zabriskie, had a law practice for nearly fifty.
vears. Today the house remalns a S1ngle-fam11y dwelllng.‘
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Photo #1 JUL 24 w78

Edgar Zabriskie House, Omaha, Nebraska.
April, 1976. D. Murphy, 1937 F Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska (DM7604E-3A)

View to the northwest.
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Photo #2

Edgar Zabriskie House, OPmaha, Nebraska.

April, 1976. D. Murphy, 1937 F Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska (DM7604E-6A)
View to the northeast. JuL 2 4 ‘\978
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