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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSIC A'L.' APPEARANCE

Wood, Temple style house of the Greek Revival period, consisting 
of a main^JtwgrsijQried frame portion with a deep piered portico 
supported by two Doric columns in the manner known as distyle-in 
antis. Extending from the main building on both sides are single 
story wings flanking the house symmetrically from the front of 
the piers to the rear of the house. Paired brick chimneys rise 
alongside the southwest side of the main building, extending 
partially through the roof of the southwest flanking wing.

The otherwise simple pediment above the portico has a single, 
circular, ornamental Idglrt- with a Greek-style cross in the 
center.

The Cotton House is excellently restored, structurally sound and 
well maintained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The stately Cotton House's significance lies chiefly in its excellence 
as an example of the pre-Civil War use of the Temple style of Greek 
lieyjLy_aJL architecture in wooden houses in Wisconsin. Many consider 
it Wisconsin's most outstanding example of this architectural style. 
It is also unique among Wisconsin's wooden Greek Revival houses in 
having the distyle-in-antis treatment of the two-story high portico.

The house was built, probably in 1840, by Judge Joseph Penn Arndt for 
his _£on=-in-law, Lieutenant John Cotton, a West Point graduate who was 
stationed for a time at Fort Howard in Green Bay beginning in 1824. 
He married Judge Arndt's daughter Mary in 1825, and from 1826 until 
1848 they were located at various military posts from the southeast 
to mid-continental United States. Cotton is credited for the style 
of the house, having done wide research in architectural styles during 
his army travels and deciding that his future home would be Greek 
Temple in design.

In 1941 the^ house was moved from its original site about one mile 
away to the site of old Camp Smith and placed atop a hill where it 
has an imposing overview of the Fox River. It was during the move 
that the date 1840 was found inscribed above the doorway, indicating 
that the house was built in or before that year.

Marked with an Official Wisconsin Historical Marker.
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