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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miller-Davidson House faces north a in plan is an
horiMBQtal member, congtituting the main b ck, is a two-st
| bays w1ae and two bays eep, with walls of Ii ally quarried limestone. The
vertical or upright membé (south w1ng) has a first story of plaster-covered
stone, a wood-framed secon \story ry with clapboard iding, wood porches east anfl
west and, at the south end, a“single-story wood-framed sun porch. idently
only the stont\ggftzons are or1§1\a1 construction, \\\\

verted T, The
structure five

The main building's foundation is most unusual and according to the Historic
American Buildings Survey report probably was built in this way:

The ground on which the house was to be erected was shaped
off in the form of an immense semicircular mound. Over this
a vault was constructed of stone approximately 2 feet thick.
When this had set, the earth below was removed and the ex-
cavated area thus obtained was the basement.. Then the walls
of the house itself,..were built on top of this immense
stone vault, Just why this unusual construction occurs is

a mystery. Furthermore it is the only house in the entire
locality constructed along these lines,

Except for its foundation, the house is typical of its time--modestly Grecian
in style, It presents a symmetrical facade with regularly spaced rectangular
windows having stone sills and wood lintels and a central entry framed by
narrow sidelights and surmounted by rectangular transom lights, A low-
pitched gable roof, with ridge paralleling the facade, covers the main house.

Rooms in the north wing are ranged symmetrically east and west of the central
stairhall which, on both stories, extends the full depth of this section and
gives access to the principal rooms of the south wing, Interiors have been
remodeled somewhat over the years, but alterations have not been extensive
and the mid-19th century character of the original has not been sacrificed.
Furnishings are 18th and 19th century antiques, all in excellent condition.

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC PROPERTY:

Bounded on the north by the Washington-Waukesha County Line Road, on the east
by Pilgrim Road, and on the south and west by private properties,
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MILLER-DAVIDSON HOUSE

7. Paragraph 1 of the description is deleted and rewritten as follows as a
matter of clarification:

The Miller-Davidson house faces north and in plan is a T, The main
house, which constitutes the horizontal member, built about 1858,

is a two-story structure of coursed and rubble limestone, five bays
wide and two bays deep. The stone came from the famed quarries at
the nearby community of Lannon, The south wing has a first story

of plaster-covered stone and a wood-framed second story with clap-
board siding. The wing, so far as is known, was added in the middle
1870's. Flanking the wing on either side is a simple, square colon-
naded porch. That on the southeast remains open as when it was
built, but the one on the southwest side was enclosed and made into
a sun porch, perhaps in the 1930's, This alteration is minor and
inconspicuous and is not considered to have any significant effect
on the integrity of the house,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the older surviving buildings in northeastern Waukesha County, this
former residence was built c. 1858 for John Fehl, a German-born farmer,
Among later owners were Charles Miller, Milwaukee businessman, and Mrs,
Walter Davidson, widow of a president of the Harley-Davidson Motor Company,
In 1965 Mrs. Davidson sold her home to the Village of Menomonee Falls, and
it now serves as a public museum,

The building is a simple, attractive Greek Revival design, described by
Richard W. E. Perrin as "an excellent example of the regional stone farm-
house built in the pre-Civil War days." In the Historic American Buildings
Survey report, prepared in the 1930's, Alexander C. Guth praised the house,
especially such features as the main doorway--''noteworthy because of its
delicate and refined treatment of mouldings'--and the windows--"ideal from
the standpoint of proportion'--and made special mention of the vaulted base-
ment-foundation, which is probably quite unique in Wisconsin,

A Wisconsin Registered Landmark, the Miller-Davidson House stands on an 18,5
acre site that also contains a barm and a log cabin that was moved from its
original location and refurbished. It is planned that the acreage will
eventually be developed as a park site and outdoor museum, with additional
historic structures moved to the grounds,
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE R LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW IN 43 11 31" |W 88° 06’ 26 * ° ’ . ° ' "
NE IN 43 1 31 |W 88° 06’ 12 -

SE /N 4% 1r 21- |[w 88° 06’ 12 -
sw IN43 1r 21 - |W 88c 06- 26 -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:"® 18,5

‘ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mary Ellen Wietczykowski, Chairman

ORGANIZATION DAT‘E

Milwaukee Landmarks Commission : , 12 May 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

210 West Michigan Street
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE CODE
Milwaukee - Wisconsin - 55

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set WM@/‘V%/&L Zé%j

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Chiot, Office of Archeology and HisJoric Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:
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es Morton Smith

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Titte Director, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin

JUN 21972
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