FORM B - BUILDING Area Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON XXXI11-20

Reading

ss 1249 Main Steee* -

ric Name Old Hose House
Original fire-hose house

Present organization's headquarters

ship:tZl Private individual
Private organization

Colnnial Chor\]s. Tno.
Public

Original ownerTown of Reading

DESCRIPTION:
Date 1902
Source_  town annual reports
0 Style Colonial Revival
Architect
Exterior wall fabric clapboards, shingles
D Outbui 1dings - -
Major alterations (with dates) one-story
additions north and south; open
porch on south; cupola added 1904
Moved no Date
Approx. acreage 4.500 so. ft.
Recorded by Architectural Preservation Aaani"g on a hill, facing west
Associates
Organization Rp;riing _pic;-hnri 1 toward a main road

Cojrami'sSi“nQ
I"ate Nnvpmher Yoi '1980

Date.

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SIAQNFI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within comunity)

This building was small enough t obe treated on a domestic scale, and

the Colonial Revival style — a then-popular residential style i nReading
— was used for itsdesign. The flared gambrel roof, lunette gable

wi ndow, and triple wi ndow with wide surrounds arefeatures of this

style. The bracketed gable overhang appears t obe a remant of t he
Queen Anne style, although i t may have been considered an allusionto

the "garrison" type of overhang i ncolonial architecture.

HSTCRCAL SIGNFICANCE (explain therole owiers played i nlocal or state history
and howthe building relates t ot hedevel opment of the comunity)

Early Reading depended on fire buckets for fire protection, and every home
was required by | awt ohave a pair. |1 n1815, thefirst hand engine was
purchased, and t henen who operated i twere exenpted frommilitary ser- e
vice. Thus began t hevolunteer system of fire protection i nReading.

The northern branch of t hedepartment acquired "Ol dFountain," an 1845
hand punper, from Wakefield i nt hel870's. The branch rented |land on
which t okeep it sequipment, buttheland was sold shortly afterthe

turn of this century. |1 n1902, thetown bought this site for $10, and
erected this building, at a cost of $1,180.50. | n 1904t hetower was
added, with a bell from t heJohn Street School and an alarm striker.

In 1930, t hebuilding was sold t oa community group, t heNorthern
Residents' Association. | twas thesite of inexpensive entertainment
during t heDepression. I n1972, i twas sold t oanother local group,
the Colonial Chorus; today i t serves as a meeting place andrehearsal
space for t hechorus' yearly musical productions.

BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFEFREINCES

Eaton, Memorial Volunme, p. 367

Trader, Vol. | , No. 33, Oct. 18, 1897, p. 1

1902, 1903 Readi ng annual reports

Eaton, Geneal ogical History, p. 538

Hi story of t heReading Fire Department, 1673-1974
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connnunity: Fom No:

HASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION

: Reading A-22
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI ON

This building i ssignificant (1) foritsrole i nthe development of

Reading's fire-fighting capabilities; and (2) as an exanple of howa
smal | public building was often treated architecturally as a domestic
one. | tretains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, andfeeling, andnmeets Criteria A andC of t he National
Regi ster.

Staple t olnventory form at bottgynp



NPS Form 10-900-a

(»2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shest

Name
State

Nomination/Type of Review

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69,

70,

Nichols, James, House

Ni chol s, Richard, House

Cct agon House

A d Hse House

Papéarmgggt. Nat hani el ,

Par ker House
(52 Salem St .)

Parker, Joseph, House

Parker, Samuel, House

Parker, Sillman, House

Parker House
(316 Haven St.)

Item number

OMB No. 1024-CX)18
Exp. 10-31-84

a NFS ue oty

r&evw vA-J-1H

<j8te entered

Page 7

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Reading Multiple Resource Area
Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS

Entered In tli!
National Register "Keeper
Entered I nth« Attest
National Register (j*Aeepev
Entered | n | Ks Attest
National Reikistor
“feeper
Entered Tr "AA Attest
Fptyn""~ fieglster
" eeper
Attest
,\ nmn '. /\ */\l
NatioRal Regi StEF  /egper
Attest
Entered in the
National Register < T fepper
Attest
Entered In the
National fioglster »xneeper
Attest
Fntered In the
IfeyeiAl._£-~ister K eeper
Attest
Entered In Vos f'"Ceeper
National Register
Attest
MTfeeper

Entered in the
national Beffister

Attest

Dat e/ Si gnature

[21<AN--XA

/\/f'/V\'/\

rJ AA/VVW\y/\y/\

rXPQM-M-AAAVON - 3 AL-AA

XItA---- X"y 77 9*A

[:AN ] L. NISR0N T-19-T¥



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Old Hos=e House (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS working No. JN 4 184
Fed. Reg. Date: "*"AT'ANATAH
Date Due: -7/~ gl - VIylIF>M~
Enterea m tIfStion: _~CEPT y~zf-iA
cn resubmission National Rea*Btsr, .RETURN.
* nomination by person or local government .REJECT.
d owner objection Ki Federal Agency:
* appeal .
Substantive Review: O sample * request n appeal n NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessi ble

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent || deteriorated unaltered + original site

good I Iruins altered moved date _
o fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
IH! completeness

o clarity
« alterations/integrity
o dates

| I'boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

CD clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

cn context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



