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1. Name
historic Boston Road
and or common Washington street Historic District (preferred)

2. Location

Washington, Main, Hoiton and Sewall Streets

sireet & number H/A  not for publication

city, town Peabody [I/A_ vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public A occupied agriculture X museum
building(s) -— private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object NAin process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple owners

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Salem StateMassachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Assets of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
title ipy j*g. 17 133-147 163-166,281 has this property been determined eligible? yes ~ no

date 1977 federal state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

80 Boylston Street , Boston Massachusett s

city, town state



7. Description Washi ngton Street Historic District, Peabody, Mss

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site

X good ruins X\ altered A - moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Véshington Street Historic District is a nineteenth-centur
residential neighborhood [ocated to the southeast of Peabody Square,
the downtown conmercial area in Peabody, Massachusetts. The
12.83-acre district's focus, as its nane suggests, i s Vshington
Street, which is perpendicular to Min Street, and runs in a
?enerally south-north direction. The district abuts Min Street to
he north, and extends approxi mately one-quarter mle along
Washington Street as far as Aborn Street. Aso included are a
nunber of properties on Hi ton Street, which is parellel to

Washi ngton, and Sewall Street, which |SOPerﬁ)end|cuI ar to Hi ton and
VWashington. The area is mostly level and slopes slightly down
towards Peabody Square.

The Véshington Street Historic District contains forty-eight
Propertl_es, only tw of which are_intrusions that do not contribute
0 the district™s significance. The area is domnated %
confortabl e nineteenth-century frane houses built by Peabody's
manufacturers and promnent citizens. Mbst of the houses are
single-famly residences of noderate size, although there are
several "estates", including the Thomas O Shea House, 2 Wshi ngton
Street (1897, Photo #3; #1; MC #133) and the Abel Proctor
Estate, 7 Sewall Street (1830; #4, #141). The district also
includes a large three-story brick school, a brick church and
rectory, a small frane church and an earIY-nl neteenth centur
carriage factory. Building materials include wood, brick and stone;
scale ranges fromtw to three stories. Athough the district
reflects a diversity of architectural styles, the predom nance of
frane construction and the consistent hei %ht and massing of tw- and
three-story residential structures gives the area a cohesive

appear ance.

Mbst of the houses in the district remain in single-famly
residential wuse, although sone have been subdivided for apartnent
use. In addition, several houses contain ground-floor conmercial or
office use. The only industrial building In the district, the
carriage factory, was converted in the 1940s to a small autonobile
sal esroom The buildings in the district are largely in good
condition. Only a few buildings have suffered serious alterations.
Small porches and iron railings have been added to a nunier of
residences and several houses have had synthetic siding applied.

Commercial activity in the area had been focused at Peabody Sguare

Gnt i nued
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since the early eighteenth century. The Vashington Street district
achieved itsvisual and social separation from the conmerci al
downtown area during the nineteenth century, wen it was devel oped
by Peabody factory owners and nerchants as a residential area
convenient to facfories and Peabody Square. As commerci al .
devel opment noved east along Min Street from Peabody Sguare in the
early 1900s, the Washington Street area becane even nore distinct.
The district remains essentially separate from adjacent conmercial
uses along Miin Street today. Even though there are several
ground-floor comercial uses, they are |located in nineteenth-century
resi gentc.es,| and the overall feel of the district remains

resi denti al.

Véshington Street is a broad thoroughfare lined with brick
sidewal' ks, granite curbing and sone trees. There are occasional
iron hitching posts and granite nounting bl ocks along the street.
Houses are situated on generous |ots, set back evenly from the
street (about 20-30 feet on the east side and 7-10 feet on the west
side of the street). The district's other streets. Hi ton and
Sewal | Streets, are narrower than \Washington, and the houses along
these streets are set nore closely to the road and to each other.
Al though there are no public open spaces in the district, the large
rear and side yards give the district a feeling of spaciousness.
Sonewhat exceptional is the Abel Proctor Estate, 7 Sewall Street
(1830; Mp #44 , MC #141) which has a particularly expansive |awn
planted wth tall, dense pine trees.

The architectural character of the Washington Street district
reflects its devel opment as a residential area over the course of
the nineteenth century. Architectural styles found in the area are
nal nldy local adaptations of high-style nineteenth-centur
residential architecture. The threé styles found nost often are the
Federal, QGeek Revival, and Italianate stYIes, wth the Geek
Revival style appearing the nost frequently. Qher styles occuring
less frequently include the Gothic Revival, Second Enpire, Queen
Anne and Col onial Revival styles. The quality of design ranges from
el aborately articulated interpretations of nineteenth-century styles
to .ve.r%/ sinple exanples in the vernacular tradition. Mst houses
exhibit sinple styllng which often mxes architectural details in an
adaptation of style and taste. The characteristic node of stylistic
distinction is the applicationof varied decoration to a standard
symetrical structure. .

Qont i nued
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The earliest extant Structures in thelistrict date from_the Federal
period. The h Osbokn House , 111 Min Street (ca. 1795

1'44;3.2)| igyt ?e ol‘lﬁgg? standi ng Puildi ngttln t\t]\ﬁodl str|hc_t. tTthe hour:;:e was
uilt ose otter ran hi s pottery sho
next tohis h%us_Q.Sbopr?re ﬂ%@@B‘QY Phree-st_ory frane Gsborn Youse i s
a finely-proportioned Federal -style building with a hiptl roof and
central “entrance. Wndows of graduated height enphasizeits .
attenuated proportions, which are remniscent of the Sanuel Mlntire
houses i nSalem The short end of the house faces thestreet, wth
a large addition to t he back.

Bui | t in%htIy |ater, the General @ deon Foster House, 35 Vdshi ngton
Street (1810; Photo #1, #15, MAC #1 /) was THe hone '@l al oca
Revolutionary Ver hero. | is identical tothe Gsborn house in its
design, with the exception of a shallow entrance porch and |ater ell
addi fion. (This property was listed individually on the National
Regi ster of Historic Places in 1976).

Throughout the nineteenth century, a nunber of promnent |ocal

mer chants and nanufacturers erected houses i nthe Vashi ngton Street

district. Abel Proctor, aleading Peabody |eather nerchant, built a
enerousl y-proportioned Federal-style house at 7 Sewal| Street

Zb1830; Photo #8, Myp #44, MC #141). The two-story, four-bay, frane
el Proctor Estate has a hipped roof and has had several long

additions toitsrear facade. Awell-preserved Stick Style carriage

house stands adjacent to thehouse. The Proctor House occupies a

| arge, landscaped corner | ot that distinguishestheproperty and

adds tothearea's atnosphere of quiet and confort.

Mst of the houses i nthe district were built at md-centur%/, when
Geek Revival architecturewas very popular. |ts easy adaptability
nade the Geek Revival style by far the nost frequent choice of
those Wi were built i ntheVashington Street district at this

time, Typical Geek Revival houses inthedistrict aretwo-and-
one-hal f -story, five-bay, clapboard buildings with gabled roofs.

edi nented ends, and corner boards, Houses are situated with either

heir entrance or gable end facades facing thestreet, depending on
size of the |ot.

One example of this Greek Revival style is 19 Washington Street
(1847; Map #9). This house was built by William Dole, whose
carriage factory was nearby at 13 Washingtob Street. The two-and-
one-half -story , gable-roofed Dole House is placed with its gable end

Continued
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to the street, and an entrance on the long, side elevation. The
street facade of the house features a pedi nent enclosed by awde
frieze board that waps around the long sides of the building.
Fluted corner boards evoke pilasters. Thebuilding, like nost in
the district, also has arear ell addition.

The conbination of two styles inonebuilding ischaracteristic of
vernacul ar architecture inthedistrict. e conmon practice was to
add Italianate brackets and doorhoods to a Geek Revival house.

Tygl cal exanples of this practice are 47 Vashington Street (I\%l.

1 850; Nyp #24) and 16 tbi den Street (ca. 1 844; Photo #7, #42) .
Anore conplete blend of styles i sevident i n5 Hlden Street (ca.
1849: Ndp #34). The three-bay, two-and-one-half-story clapboard

bl opk_ has a pitched roof inasinple Geek Revival style. The
addition of brackets under the roof line, a flat roofed entrance
portico, elaborate w ndow noldings, and elongated first-floor

wndows add Italianate detail. his house reflects a carpenter-
builder's assimlation of two popular nineteenth-century styles.

Qher Italianate houses i nthe area adhere nore closely to the
textbook Italianate style. 39 Washington Street (1857, Photo #1,
Np #18, NC #142? | sconstructed i nthefour-square Tuscan Villa
style. Ithas aflat roof and a prom nent overhanging cornice. The
symmetrical facade i s sheathed i n rusticated boards designed to
resenble stone and corners are set of f by rusticated quoins. The

w ndows are distinguished by nolding franes and|intels, wth curved
lintels at the second-story w ndows.

The Cothic Revival, another popular nineteenth-century architectural
style, 1 snot comon i nthe Washington Street district. Qe of the
few exanples i s the Gthic Revival cot_ta?e at 23 Washi ngton Street
(1853; oto #1, Myp #10). Athough it lacks the asymmtr?/ of a
true Gothic Revival building, the house does feature steeply pitched
gabl es, a carved vergeboard, and nmatched wooden boards to imtate
stone. This house reflects the vernacular tradition of defining
style through the application of architectural details, or through
simple variations inroof line or siting.

The Second ire style i sevident at 10 Holten Street (1850, Photo
#7, Nyp #37, #163) built by Caleb |-rost, a Massachusetts State
Representative and director of the South Danvers National Bank. The
bui | di n?. has adpr omnent nansard roof punctuated with _

wel 1-articulated dorners. Bracketed eaves, nolding franed w ndows

@nti nued
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and a cupola crowning the roof suggest the Italianate style. The
structure's large nass and intricate details nake it one of the nore
inposing buildings in the district,

Qe of the area's nost elaborate and architecturally significant
houses i s the Thomas O Shea House, 2 Wshington Street ((]1_897; Phot 0
#3, Mp #1, MC #133). Built by Josiah B onas, a prom nent
Peabody manufacturer, the transitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
house 1s L-shaped in plan, with both ends of the L termnatingin
two-story pedinented porticos. The center section of the house is
dom nat ed a conical -roofed tower rising above the roof [ine. The
clapboard facades are decorated with two-story pilasters, an

el aborately carved entablature around the entrance, broken scroll
pedi ments ‘above the w ndows, a carved frieze, and dentils along the
cornice. A Colonial Revi \_/af carriage house is adH acent to the nmain
house. The O Shea Houuse is on the site of the Bell Tavern
(1757-1840). In its promnent |ocation at the corner of Washi n?ton
gndtl\_dajtn treets, it provides an anchor to the WAshington Stree
istrict.

There are tw churches in the Washington Street district. The
United Methodist Church, 24 Vdshington Street (1836, Photo ?47
#11), formerly the Second South Congregational Church, originally
stood in Peabody Square. The building was noved to its present site
in 1843. The clapboard-sheathed church has round-arched w ndows,
and an IWPF%SI ng three-bay facade crowned by a two-stage central
tower. (The uppernost portion of the church tower was replacedin
1929 after a fire.) Above the entrance, the central bay 1s filled
with four tall round-arched wndows and is flanked by tw smaller
w ndows in the outer bays. The flanking w ndows are recessed within
nol ded, arched panels that termnate in a parapet with a deep

corni ce.

St. Paul 's Egi scopal Church, 12 Washington Street (1914, Photo #2,
#5, MC #135) is a sturdy, brick church of early
twentieth-century CGothic Revival design, wth pointed-arched
w ndows, brick buttressing on the side walls, and a small square
tower. A adjacent Geek Revival house at 16 Véshington Street (ca.
1832; Mp #7, MC #136) serves as the rectoFyl Both churches, set
back from the street with generous side yards, add to the spaci ous
feel of' Washington Street.

@nti nued
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The Wallis School. 17 Sewall Street (1869; Mp #48, MC #140) i s the
only other institutional building inthedistrict. Itisa sinple
Second Enpire bmld;ng. The first two stories areconstructed of
brick, while thethird story i sof frame construction. The school

has an intact slate mansard roof, a central entrance pavillion and

el ongated, bracketed w ndows.

The Washington Street Historic District has only two properties
which are nodern intrusions. 38 Washington Street (1923, Mp #17)
is asmll, one-story commercial structure which breaksthe
continuity of height and massing created by thetwo- and three-story
residential bU|Id|nPs along thestreet. 12 Holten Street 31948; \V::'9)
#12), a 1940s bungal ow, does not contribute to the nineteenth-century
residential district. The Dole & Gsgood Carriage Factory, 13
Wshi ngton Street (1822; ~#6) has undergone dramatic alterations
Tn its nodern uses, K_et continues tocontrrbute tothe historical
character of the Washington Street district,

Since theWshington Street area has experienced very little
construction since themd-nineteenth century, domestic subsurface
features from that period arelikely toremain intact. Yet, because
of theheavy nineteenth-century devel opnent of the area,

archeol ogi cal evidence of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
settlement i sunlikely tobe found undisturbed.



8a Significance Washington Street Historic District, Peabody, Mass

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 JL architecture education military social/
_A 1700-1799 _art engineering music humanitarian
A1800-1899 _X commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
_ X 1900- communications industry politics government t transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1797-1914 Builder Architect multiple

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Vdshington Street Historic District i n Peabody, Massachusetts,
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor knmanshi p, feeling and association as a nineteenth-century
residential neighborhood. Inportant for itsassociationswith early
activi t}/ I ntheleather industry and carriage manufacturing, the
district i ssignificant tothecomercial, social andearly
industrial devel opnent of Peabody. Thedistrict was the hone of
nunerous promnent manufacturers and community | eaders. The
residences they built represent nearly all of thearchitectural
styles popular i nthe nineteenth century, and present a cohesiveand
di stinguishable reisdential neighborhood. The Vdshington Street
Historic District neets criteria A Band Cforlisting on the
Rlatl olnal Register of Historic Places, with significance at thelocal
eve

The city of Peabody was first settled i nl1l626 as part of the town of
Salem ~ Theeastern part of Peabody was known as Brooksby at that
time, naned after the several streans that flow through the area.
Brooksby was |ater included i nthe town of Danvers, which was set
off from Salem as a separate district i n1752, but not incorporated
as atown until 1775. By that tinme, Brooksby had developed as t he
village of South Danvers. South Danvers separated from Danvers in
1855. I n 1868 the town changed itsnane to Peabody inhonor of its
native son, the noted philanthropist Gaor%e Peabody” (1795-1869) ;
Peabody was incorporated asacity i n 1916.

Although primarily an agricultural community inthe seventeenth and
eighteenth century. South Danvers' streans and brooks hadl edto the
establ i shment of several tanning shops and potteries asearly as the
1680s. These were scattered throughout the parish. The comvercial
and institutional center of thevillage grew up where the current
Peabody Square i slocated. Thevillage's early connectionwth

Salem renained strong--what i snow Mun Street” was knoann i n the
period asthe"road to Salem"”

In 1750, a newroute from Salem to Boston was constructed, providing
the inpetus for construction inwhat i snowthe Wshington Street
Historic District. The Boston Road ran west along the existing
'road to Salem" but turned south approximately aquarter-mle
before reaching South Danvers village, and then ran alongthe
Danyers-Salem town line toLynn and on to Boston. Aportion of the

Boston Road | i
in Peabody ISnow called Washington Street.

Continued
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The devel opment of the Wshington Street area followedthe _
construction of theQd Boston Fbad. Qe of thefirst buildingsin
the area was theBell Tavern (1757, denolished 1840), which was

| ocated at thecorner of Min and Washington Streets, now thesite
of theThonas O Shea House (1897, Photo #3, Mp #1, MC #133). The
Bell Tavern was thelocal gathering 9I ace and an i nportant stoppi nfg
oint on theroute toBoston. 1n1l77/7, thetavern was the hone o
he first printing office i n Peabody.

@) A?ril 19, 1775, one hundred and twenty si x "M nutenen and
Mlitiamen" from South Danvers assenbl ed on t he grounds of the Bell
Tavern with a conpany from Danvers tonarch to theBattle of

Lexi ngton.  The conpany from South Danvers was | ed CGeneral @ deon
Foster, a Revol uti onar% Ver hero and local | eader. e Ceneral

d deon Foster House, 35 Véshington Street (1810, Photo #1, Mp #15,
MC #17, NR 1976), i s one of theoldest houses i nthedistrict.

During the Federal period. South Danvers began to shift froman
econony based largely upon agriculture to an econony centered on
manufacturing. Afewof thetow's early industries disappeared
while others were revolutionized and expanded. The pottery industry
had been fairly promnent i nSouth Danvers throu%h thelate
eighteenth century. By theend of theVdr of 1812, when pottery
began to be inported inexpensively from England and donestic
groducts could no longer conpete, nost potters were no |ongerin
usiness. A pottery Dbusiness begun i ntheWashington Street
district by Joseph Gsborn i n 1795 was nore successful. A nenber of
a large famly of Peabody potters, Gsborn remai ned i noperation
until ~1853. e Joseph ‘Gsborn House, at 111 Min Street (ca. 1795,
N #322 stands at theedge of thedistrict, although Ghorn's

adj acent pottery shop i s no |onger extant.

Unlike the Potteries, the town's earIK tanni ng shops grewand
nultiplied through thelate eighteenth and early nineteenth

century. By the1830s, theavailability of tanned |eather produced
by thegrowng |eather industry spawned both shoe and boot .
manuf acturing, and carriage making. The shoe nanufacturing business
woul d prove nore inportant to Peabody as a whole. However, carriage
maki ng, which required a ready supply of leather, isinportant in
the hrstory of theWashington Street district. The blacksmth shop
of Mbses Dole at 13 Washington Street, (1822; Np #6), was expanded
by hissonWIlliam T. Dole i nthe1830s to hold a carriage

nt i nued
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manufacturing shop. Dole andhis partner W E sgood operated the
Dole and Os_l%ood_Carrlage Factory throughout nost of the nineteenth
century. efirm sold carriages donestically andabroad. They

al so produced wagons for the local fire departnent. The Ggood
famly continued the_carnac};e busi ness until the 1940s. At this
tinme, the upper stories of the building were renoved and the
building converted to a car dealership. Athough the building has
since undergone extensive alterations, part of the original
structure remains. Thebuilding's use has always been associated
with the transportation industry. Today it is toan Anerican
Motors Jeep Deal ership.

In response tothe %row' ng nunber of small businesses in Peabody,
Peabod}é's first bank, the Danvers Bank, 125 Min Street (ca. 1825
Photo #5, NMNp #33) was established in 1825  The bank building is
one of Peabody's finest Geek Revival structures. Borrowing its
form from domestic architecture the building is afive-bay, two-and-
one-hal f-story, gable-roofed block set with its gable endto the
street. Alar?e, semcircular fanlight wndow is centered in the
ediment, andthree round-headed w ndows indicate a public space on
he first floor. Thebuilding nowhouses dental offices.

The growth in |eather manufacturing andrelated industries continued
in South Danvers in the 1830s and 1840s. By 1955, the |eather
industry was the town's chief industry, with 27 tanneries, 24

CUH’){I ng establishments and 13 norocco nanufacturers in Dbusiness.
The leaders of the burgeoning industry began to build their
residences in the Véshington Street area In great nunbers. In 1830,
Abel Proctor, a promnent Peabody |eather merchant, was one of the
first of _Peabod\é's successful factory owers tobuild his house in
the district. roctor was the founder of the Proctor Tannery, which
rew from a 60-vat tanyard in 185 toone with nore than 200 vats in
870. The Abel Proctor House, 7 Sewall Street, (ca. 1830; Photo #8,
Mp #44), just off Vashington Street, is alarge, generously-
Proportloned Federal -style frane house situated on a spacious,
andscaped lot. Acquired in 1920 by the Sutton Houe for Aged Vénen,
the house has been altered sonewhat by additions, but it remains

wel | - preserved. The property is significant tothe district both
because of the open space provided %y its large lot andas aexanple
of dth? griemdtasplratlons and wealth of Peabody's early
industrialists.

nt i nued
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The Robert S Daniels House, 4 Véashington Street (ca. 1841; Photo
#2, Mp #2), was built by another of Peabody's nineteenth-
century |eaders, Robert S Daniels. Dani els was a | eading Peabody
shoe manufacturer wo also had a long and distinguished political
career, which culmnated in hiselection as Peabody's representive
to the Massachusetts State Senate. Daniels' mlitary career

i ncluded service in both the Vir of 1812 and the Civil Vdr. Hs
house i s significant as the best-preserved Geek Revival house in
the Washington Street district. Awell-proportioned, two-and-
one-hal f-story, five-bay clapboard building, its Geek Revival
details include a central recessed entrance, (wth sidelights,
simpl e ﬁllasters and entablature), wndow noldings, and a frieze
board that waps around the building enclosing pediments on both
ends of the structure.

The erection of a large nunber of houses in the Washington Street
area inthe md-nineteenthcentury pronpted neniers of the United
Met hodi st Church to purchase the Second Congregational Church, which
had been erected in 1836 in Peabody Square. In an early .
reservation effort, the building was noved in 1843 to 24 \Wshi ngton
treet, becomng the United Methodist Church (1836; Photo #2,

#11). Today, the building's unique Ronanesque and Italianate
details reflect an 1859 renodeling canpaign. The presence of this
wel | -preserved frame church in the district reflects the early
communi ty-building efforts of the area's nineteenth-century
residents. United Methodist i s the oldest extant church i'n Peabody.

After md-century, inovations in the |eather nmanufacturing process
fuelled the continued expansi on of Peabody's |eather industry, and
the shoe and boot manufacturing businesses prospered. The

Popul ation of South Danvers grew from about 700 inhabitants in 1852
0 about 6,000 at the time of the town's separation from Danversin
1855. As South Danvers grew into the city of Peabody, |ocal
manufacturers and factory owners with businesses nearby continued to
erect their hones in the Washington Street area. John  Pinder, a
artner in the Pinder and Brown onpany from 1847-1867, and inthe

i nder and Wnchester Leather onpany from 1867 to 1884, built his
Italianate house at 17 Wshington Street (1862; Mp #8 MC #137) in
the early 1860s. PRifTler and Wnchester had one of the nost
extensive |eather plants in Peabody in the |ate nineteenth century.

The Wallis School, 17 Sewall Street (1869; Mp #17, MC #140) was

one of four schools built by the Tom of Peabody in the |ate 1860s
and 1870s. /M earlier school, also naned after Dennison Wallis, a

nt i nued



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
p.a2) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS e anly

National Register of Historic Places received

Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Washington Street Historic District

Continuation sheet Peabody, Massachusetts ltem number 8 Page 4

Revol utionary Vdr patriot and Peabody tanner, had stood at thesite,
but was sold and noved at the tine of the present school's 1869
construction. This three-story Second Enpire building stands at the
eastern edge of the district. The Wallis School was 1n continous

use as a school until 1979 when declining enrollnents forced its

%I osing. The building i sslated to be reused by the community as
ousi ng.

Construction of new residences inthe VWshington Street district
slowed inthe late-nineteenth century. e of Peabody's grandest
houses was built near the end of the century %/) Josiah B Thonas,
the prosperous owner of J. B Thonas Leat her . w0 was also active
in real estate developnent. FErected in 1897 on the site of the Bell
Tavern (1757-1 840), the large, elaborately articulated Queen

Anne/ Col oni al Revival house built “Thonas at 2 Wshi ngton Street
(1897, Pnoto #3, Mp #1) reflected hi swealth. Thonas" hoi di ngs

I ncluded a whol esale neat business and firns involved in wool, shoe
and  box manufacturi n?. Local Iy, hi s house i s knoan as t he Thonas

O Shea House, after the |leading Peabody |eather manufacturer wo
lived there from 1900 until hisdeath 1n 1920. O Shea, whose real
estate holdings were extensive, built tw of Peabody Square's |arger
commercial blocks inthelate nineteenth century.

Afew large single-famly houses continued to be built in the
district 1ntheearly years of the twentieth century. The _
Depression of the 1930s, however, caused the |eather industryin
Peabody to falter and decline. Awong with the rest of Peabody, the
Washington Street area inturn began to suffer. During this period,
nany of the district's wealthy honeowners |ost their houses and
others were unable to maintain them Several houses were split into
apartnments or took on partial commercial uses.

Oly two buildings were built inthedistrict after 1920. These
conprise the district's only intrusions. They include the small,
one-story comercial building at 38 Vdshi ngton Street and the 1940s
bungal ow at 12 Hi den Street. The inpact of these intrusions onthe
Wshington Street district i smninal.

Wiile no prehistoric archaeological sites arerecorded within the
district or within aquarter mle of it, there i sa possibility that
such sites do survive. Surviving sites would hel p docunent the
prehistory of Peabody, which i s poorly understood at present.

nt i nued
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Hi storic archaeol ogical potential includes foundations and features
from non-extant seventeenth- throu?h early nineteenth-century

bui l dings as well as occupation related features (pits, privies,
wells) associated with thebuildings still standing in the _
district. These features have the potential to docunent the social,
cultural and economc patterns of developnent within thedistrict in
a precise and detailed manner.
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BANDARY DESCH PTI ON AD JUSTI FI CATI ON

The boundaries of the Washington Street Historic District are shown
on the enclosed nap prepared by the Peabody Gonmunity Devel opnent
Department, based on Peabody Assessor's s. The boundaries of the
district areessentially draawn to include the greatest nunber of
intact, nineteenth-century residences, while excluding obvious
noncontributing properties. The district isprimarily Iinear,
extendi ng along Vdshi ngton Street from Min Street to just south of
Aborn Street. Secondary streets within the district include a
ortion of Hi ton Street between Main Street and just south of

wall Street. Holton Street runs parellel to Wshington Street.
The other secondary street i sa portion of Sewall Street, running
per pendi cul ar to Vé&shi ngt on between Vshi ngton and Holton Streets.

To the north of the district, the buildings along the north side of
Min Street as well as those to the east and west along Min Street
are commercial. Only four properties along Min Street are included
in thedistrict--109, 111, and 125 Min Street and 2 Vdshi ngton
Street (corner of WAshington and Main)--all of which relate directly
to the thenes of the district. The property between 111 and 125
Min Street i sa ca. 1960 one-story commercial building that i s
excluded because it would not contribute to the district. Beyond
the boundarP/ of the district to the east on Pierpont Street and
southeast along Holton Street are residences built in the nineteenth
century, but nuch less wel 1-maintained and nore altered than those
residences within the district. Ahigh proportion of the houses
have had md-twentieth century artificial siding applied and
decorative details renoved. South of the district along Vshi ngton
Street and to the west on Little's Lane, residences have been
simlarly altered.
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My 28, 1985

-M. Valerie A Tal mage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts, 0.2115

Dear Ms. Tal mage: RE;, Washington Street Historic
District
Peabody, Massachusetts

In accord with the National Historic Preservation Act Amendnments of
1980 and Federal regulations 36CFR Part 60 and your letter dtd

-My 13, 1985, both ny wife and | wish to go on record to object to
our property at 57 Washington Street, Peabody, Massachusetts, 01960.
being listed as part of the historic district since we have ownedi t
for over forty years and we feel this represents a |imitation of

our property rights.

Very truly yours.

Constantine C Massios

Anastasis Massios
57 Washington Street
Peabody, Massachusetts 019.6-0.

Notarized this [1Qjf~~ day of 0 , 1985

Notary Public
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M4. VatzAtlz A. Talmage., Executive. VIKdctofi
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V2.an. M4. Talmage.:
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inteAg)t to not be.included in thz listings.
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N N C i N N N N N N
Elainz Bfiiggs, Junioi Waidzn obbs, JfizasuAZA
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

July 31, 1985

Ns. Carol  Shull
Departnent of Interior
National Park Service
PO Box 37127

Véshi ngton, OC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shul |':

Encl osed youwi |l find thefollow ng nomnation forns:
Véshi ngton Street HistoricDistrict,

Peabody, Massachusetts. 45 properties. 2 objections.

All have been voted by the State Review Board and have been si gned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified ofJJendi ng
State Review Board consideration 30-75 dyas before theneeting and were
afforded theopportunity to conment. Cments received todate are
attached tothe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Z nmernan _
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conmission

SJZ/Is

AG 1h iISH

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michadl Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

August 18, 1986

Carol Shull, Chief

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

18th and C Streets, NV

Washi ngton, BDC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

This letter isto informyou of the destructionof a contributing
building inarecently listed National Register district in Peabody,
Massachusetts. The United Methodist Church at 24 Washington Street
in the Washington Street Historic District (NR 9/12/85) was burned
in Decenmber, 1985. This property should benoted as noncontributing
on the district data sheet.

Sincerely,

Sarah J, Zi nmer man
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

SJZ/ dr

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470
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The following changes have occurred i nt heWashington Street Historic District
since i t waslisted i ntheNational Register i n 1985.

The Lexington Monunent, Peabody, was noved approxi mately 480 feet i n Septenber
1985, fromthesite i t hadoccupied for thepast eighteen years (not its
original site) attheintersection of Main and Washi ngton Streets, just
outside thedistrict boundaries, toa newsite at t hesoutheast corner of
Sewel | and Washi ngton Streets. The newl ocation places theobelisk well
within theboundaries of t heWashington Street Historic District.

The nonunent i sanobelisk conmenorating theBattle of Lexington. |t was

designed by Asher Benjam nand erected i n1835. Despite itsrelocation, the
obelisk continues t obe of historic, architectural, andartistic inportance
and nowcan be considered tocontribute tothedistrict's significance.

In itspresent location, thenonument sits approximtely eight feet back from
the curb ona brick-facedplot belonging totheadjacent Methodist church.
the 14,950-square-foot | ot owned by t hechurch, a 367-square-foot area was set
aside tocreate atiny park that holds t henonunent and three wooden benches
facing t henonument ontwo sides. Aniron fence separates thesmall area from
the church's lawn. Thepresent church was built after 1985; thetime that t he
Washington Street Historic District waslisted i nthe National Register (NR
1985), thel ot was occupied by theUnited Methodist Church of 1836, an

I nposing wood-franme building exhibiting characteristics of theltalianateand
Rormanesque styles. Thehistoric church burned i nlate 1985 and was repl aced
shortly thereafter by thepresent structure. Thenewhbuilding, a nodest
gable-front building fronted by a two-story portico and capped by a sl ender
spire, i ssmaller i nscale than it spredecessor and set back from t he street.
VWhile noncontributingduetoitsrecent construction, it sinpact uponthe
existing district i smniml.

The nmonurent i sbuilt of locally quarriedgranite. Theobelisk rises
twenty-two feet above a seven-foot-square base, which itself rests on a
two-tiered granite platform At thetime of itsdedicationi n1835 on the
sixtieth anniversary of thebattle, commenorative itenms were placed i n the
nonurrent' s base. These have since been renoved t ot hePeabody Historical
Society.

(continued)
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Amrble tablet mounted ontheeastern side of thebase commenorates t he seven
Danvers (later Peabody) m nutenen who fought and died at Lexington on April
19, 1775. Theinscription reads as follows:

BATTLE OF LEX NGICN
April 19, 1775.

Sanmuel Cook AET 33
Benj. Daland. . . .AET 25
George Southwick . . . AET25
Jot ham Vbb AET 22
Henry Jacobs AET 21
Eben'r Gol dt hwaite AET 21
Perley Putnam AET 21

Citizens of DANVERS
Fell onthat day.
"Dul ce et decorumest propatria mori."

Oh t hebase's western side, aninscription reads "Erected by Citizens of
Danvers onthe60th Anniversary, 1835."

Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWhile noprehistoric sites arecurrently recorded at thelocation of the
nmonunent, i ti spossible that sites arepresent. At |least five sites are
recorded i nthegeneral area. | ngeneral, however, thepotential for
significant archaeological remains, either prehistoric or historic, seens!|ow
because of t hesmall size of [and onwhich theoblisk i slocated.

Additional Documentation Summary;

Contributing Object (Lexington Monunent)
Noncontributing Building (Methodist Church ca. 1985)
Noncontributing Structure (lron Fence ca. 1985)
Noncontributing Object (Flagpole)

Contributing Building Demolished (United Methodist Church ca. 1836)

_ e s

(end)
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The Lexington Monunent, Peabody, now |ocated within the Washington Street
Historic District (NR 1985), retains integrity of design, materials,

wor kmanship, feeling, and association. Designed by master architect Asher
Benjam n and erected in 1835 to commenorate the 16th anniversary of the Battle
of Lexington, the nonunent was executed in the then-popular Egyptian Revival
style. I tisone of the Coomonwealth's earliest menorials to those who fought
in the Battle of Lexington. The nonument was noved into the historic district
in 1985,  The Lexington Monunent thus now contributesto the Washington Street
Historic District, fulfilling National Register Criteria A and G and Criteria
Consideration B on the local |evel.

The present Methodist Church, built in 1985 replaces an historic, formerly
contributing building on the site. The new church is considered
noncontributing

An 1888 history of Peabody describes the cerenonies surrounding the 1835
dedication of the Lexington nmonunent:

The sixtieth anniversary of the battle of Lexington was chosen for the
dedication of a nmonunment to those citizens of Danvers who fell on that
menorable day. | tisbuilt of hewn sienite [granite], and was formerly
surrounded by an iron railing, which incloseda small square of grass in
which the nonunment stood. But with the increased use of the streetsi t
becane nore difficult to keep this little strip of turf in proper
condition; the fence fell to decay, and as the travel and the introduction
of the horse railroad to Lynn demanded nmore room a sinple foundation of

hewn stone was substituted for the turf and iron railing, . . . [it] still
occupies itsoldsite, on the place where the mnute nen gathered on the
morning of the battle, and from which they took up their . . . march .

: At ten o'clock [on April 20, 1835] a procession of Revolutionary
patriots and citizens of Danvers and vicinity was formed i n the square
before the O d South Meetinghouse under the direction of the marshals of
the day. The Danvers Light Infantry . . . escorted the procession, which
proceeded through Main Street at the old burial ground near the Salem
line, where several of the slain were buried. Three volleys of nusketry
were fired over their graves, and the procession then narched to the site

(continued)
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of themonunent, then called Eagle corner. . . The venerable General
Foster, with thesurviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution,
proceeded t oplace thecorner-stone, beneath which was deposited a box
containing various menorials of thetimes specially prepared for the
occasion, including late copies of sone of thenewspapers of thevicinity,
printed on cloth, and records durably engrossed upon parchnents.

General Foster then briefly addressed his fellow-citizens with a fewwords
full of sinple eloquence, and thestone was put i nitsplace. The
artillery fired a salute of twenty-four guns, and amid theringing of
church bells and tothestirring strains of "Auld Lang Syne," t he
procession marched t othed d South Church, thevery building in which,
sixty years before, thesolem and impressive funeral services of four of
the young heroes had been held . . . thechurch, though enlarged fromits
di mensions at that earlier time, was crowded i nevery part, and hundreds
were unable togain admttance.

(Theodore Mbody GCsborne, History of Peabody,
Massachusetts, 1888, pp. 1013-1014)

The monument's original site was on Washington Street, twenty-five feet south
of theintersection of Main and Washington Streets (that site was just outside
the boundaries of theWashington Street Historic District). As was noted at
the time of thenonunent's dedication, thesite marked t hemeeting place of
the 300 local nen who fought i nthebattle. 1 n1964, t henonument was danaged
by a speeding motorist. Restored i nl1967, i t was removed from it soriginal
location and placed i na new site, at thecenter of theintersection of Main
and Washington Streets (just outside thedistrict boundaries and about 480
feet fromitspresent site). At that time, thecomenorative materialsinits
base were renoved. Eighteen years later, thenonument, by then considered an
i mpediment t opassing traffic, was noved again by t heMassachusetts Depart nent
of Public Works, this time toa small corner location beside thecity's nemy
built Methodist Church,

Historian Arthur Krim i n writing about early Massachusetts nmonunents,
identified the Peabody obelisk as one of t he Commonweal th's earliest. The
ol dest survivor, according toKrim "isthegranite obeliskerected i n1799 on

(continued)
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Lexington CGormon to comrenorate those slain onthe nineteenth of April.
Financed by both the town and the Conmonwealth, the Lexington Battle Monument
represents the nost advanced architectural thinking of i t sday. The choice of
an obelisk indicatedthe search for anappropriate historic style among the
classic civilizations aswell asthe influence of Egyptian design which was
then the rage i n Europe as a result of Napoleon's expedition. While nodest in
scale and nowobscured by | A*, i tis the earliest exanple of the Egyptian
Revival style for a public monunment in the United States anddeserves wider
recognition for itsarchitectural originality." (MHC Newsl estter, Fall 1981)

Krim continues: "TheFederal period nenorials represent the first flushof
nationalism after the Revolution and the striving for a newhistorical
identity. These nmonuments are early markers of the historic |andscape in
Massachusetts andare nowas historic as the sites they conmrenorate."

The Peabody nonunent, al so an exanple of the Egyptian Revival style andthe
second ol dest known nonurent t othe battle at Lexington, is further
significant as anidentified work of well-known Massachusetts architect Asher
Benjamin (1771-1845). It is apparently the only Benjam n-desi gned nmonunent in
the Conmonweal th. Benjam n was widely recognized for his ecclesiastical
designs i n Massachusetts andel sewhere (anong them the Od Wst Church and the
Charles Street Meeting House, both in Boston). However, perhaps his nost
far-reaching inpact cane following the publication of several patternbooks
between 1799 and 1830. Benjamin's Country Builder's Assistant, American
Bui l ders' Conpanion, andPractical Hone Carpenter, the first of their kindt o
be published in the United States, quickly becane the standard for the new
nation's architects, carpenters, and builders.

Other surviving conmenorative obelisks i n Massachusetts include the Bunker

Hi Il Monurent (1824-1842), other Revolutionary war nonuments at Acton (1851)
and Needham (1851), and Concord's Civil Vér menorial (1866). The fanous
Bunker Hill exanple, aswell as the nonunents in Acton and Concord, have been
listed in the National Register of Historic Places, either individually or as
contributing elements inhistoric districts.

(end)
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

Decenber 6, 1991

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, BDC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find additional documentation forthefollowing National
Regi ster nom nation:

Washi ngton Street Historic District, Peabody (Essex County), Massachusetts,
01960. This nomnation was listed i nthe National Register of Historic Places
on Septenber 12, 1985.

This additional docunmentation has been voted eligible by the State Review
Board. Oaners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. No
comments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Wi It h B MDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

encl osure

cc. Richard Higgins, Chairnman, Peabody Historical Conmi ssion
Robert Driscoll, President, Peabody City Councillors
Maria Rezendes, Peabody Conmunity Devel opnent & Pl anning Depart nent
Met hodi st Soci ety
Beth Savage, NPS N*HP

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

February 26, 1992

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find theresubmtted additional documentation for the
following National Register nom nation:

Washi ngton Street Historic District, Peabody (Essex County), Massachusetts,
01960. This nomnation was listed i n the National Register of Historic Places
on Septenber 12, 1985.

Encl osed areblack and white photographs, which were requested t onake this
nom nation conplete. | f youneed any additional documentation, please do not
hesitate t ocontact ne at this office.

Sincerely,

Dougl as J. Kell eher
National Register Assistant
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Richard Higgins, Chairman, Peabody Historical Conmi ssion
Robert Driscoll, President, Peabody City Councillors
Maria Rezendes, Peabody Community Devel opnent & Pl anning Departnent

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Stiate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



