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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The fortifications of Fort Pemberton consisted of a line
of earthworks which extended across the narrow strip of land
between the Tallahatchie and Yazoo Rivers. These works,. ap-
proximately 2,500 feet in length, were erected at approximately
a forty-five degree angle from northeast to southwest. This
angle in the bend of the Tallahatchie allowed the Confederate
gunners a commanding control of the river for about one-
thousand yards. During the attack on Fort Pemberton, the
immediate area of the fort was about two feet above the level
of the rivers. The battery platforms were four feet high and
were protected by parapets made of earth and cotton bales ten
feet in helght R '

Clayton s Bayou no- longer connects the two rivers, but has
been altered by a channel constructed by the U. S. Corps of
Engineers. The channel was subsequently abandoned and dammed
off. Earth from this excavation remains on the site as an
undesirable visual impairment. Highway 49E cuts through
the center of the earthworks, but fortunately much of the works

on the south side near the Yazoo River and a portion of the
works on the north side of the highway, on the Tallahatchie,
remain in a good state of preservation.

A small park has been created by the county on the north
side of the highway with appropriate markers telling the story
of the Federal attack on the fort and of the repulse of the
attack by the Confederate forces.
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STAEEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : ! o o o ; )
Fort Pemberton is the site of the Confederate: forg4ifications
which stopped the Union advance in the Yazg0 Pass exgedition
during the early campaigns against Viclsburg in 1863.
Federals initiated three other unsuccessful expeditions to
reach high ground to the rear of Vicksburg. A compined naval
and infantry force ofﬁggjor General William T. Sh€rman and

Admiral David D. Portesr failed in the Steele's Bayou expedi-
tion; Grant was left high and dry in his attempts to dig a
canal across De Soto peninsula opposite Vicksburg and in his
investigations of the bayous on the Louisiana side. Fort
Pemberton's guns thwarted the final joint venture of the
Federal army and navy to reach the Yazoo River and ultimately
gain a foothold on the north side of Vicksburg. The failure
of these four efforts eventually forced Grant to run the Union
fleet past the batteries at Vicksburg.

Fort Pemberton, named for the Confederate commander-in-chief
in Mississippi, John C. Pemberton, was situated on the narrow
strip of land between the Tallahatchie River and the Yazoo
River, near the town of Greenwood. The location was an excel-
lent thoice as it was in a "U" shaped bend of the river. The
fields surrounding the fort had been cleared in case of attack
from infantry which, in addition to having to cross the open
fields, would have to ford Clayton's Bayou. The position of
the fort also afforded command of the Tallahatchie for approxi-
mately one-thousand yards. Brigadier General William W,
Loring, commander of the fort, had ordered a raft constructed
across the river abreast of the fort and also had the Star of
the West scuttled directly behind it in the channel. The Star
of the West, formally a Union ship, had the distinction of
being the target of the first shots of the Civil War which were
fired on January 9, 1861, when she attempted to enter
Charleston Harbor to bring supplies to the beleaguered Fot
Sumter.
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The Federal fleet of gunboats and transports containing five-
thousand infantry had navigated the Yazoo Pass by breaking the
Mississippi River levee at Moon Lake on January 30, 1863. The
trip down this waterway had consumed nearly a month because of
the obstructions placed in the channel by the Confederates. Upon
reaching the Tallahatchie River, the gunboat Chillicothe ad-
vanced to within eight-hundred yards of Fort Pemberton, and the
Confederate gunners opened the action with their artillery.

The Chillicothe was struck four times, twice by a 3-inch Whit-
worth and twice by a 32-pounder rifled gun which now shot

a projectile weighing approximately sixty-eight pounds. The
Chillicothe quickly reversed her engines and withdrew out of
range.

From March 11 through April 5, 1863, the Federals tried to
reduce the defenses of Fort Pemberton, but the fortifications
were so surrounded by swampy countryside that the infantry was
immobile. The Union navy was also helpless as no more than two
ships could simultaneously engage the works, and these were
only able to utilize their bow guns. After several unsuc-
cessful attempts of combined infantry, artillery and naval
assaults on Fort Pemberton, the Union troops were forced to
return to their point of embarkment, Helena, Arkansas.

Fort Pemberton, with a handful of troops and eight guns, had
withstood nine gunboats and over five-thousand Federal infantry
and had prevented the Federal forces from reaching Vicksburg.
This accomplishment was due to the strategic location of the
fort in a site that was impassable for the fleet and impregnable
to the Federal infantry.
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