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The Mower House and Arcola Mill Site are located on the St. Croix River seven miles 
north of Stillwater. The Mower House was built in the Greek Revival . style in 1847. 
It is a wood frame building with clapboard siding. The floor plan is basically 
T-shaped with a two-storey addition to the south side. The original house plan was 
rectangular and measured 36 by 50 feet. The rear (west) and south additions are 
early (1870*s) and were built by the Mowers.

The front facade has five bays. On the first storey, the centrally placed double 
door is flanked on either side by two windows. The original full-front porch has 
been screened in and the porch stairs.removed. Above at the second storey level, 
two sets of windows flank a door with side lights which leads out onto an open deck 
with low railing.

The gable roof has a chimney at either end of the main (north-south) axis of the 
house. The gable ends have a broken pediment and classical corner pilasters. The 
windows throughout the house are six over six, and the shutters are original to the 
house. A door on the north side of the rear addition has a transom and side lights. 
A screened porch has been added to the south side by the present owners.

The mill site is located several hundred feet up river from the Mower House. A 
cabin has been built on the mill site by the present owners which utilizes the old 
mill foundation and the 40 foot chimney. The cabin is rectangular with two storeys 
and built into the hill so that the west entrance is on the second storey level. 
It is sided with elm bark.

A modern swimming pool and two sheds are in close proximity to the Mower House. 
A small cabin built from a grounded houseboat is located between the House and the 
mill site.
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The Mower House and the Arcola Mill were built by brothers John and Martin Mower in 
Arcola in 1847. The Mower House is significant as an excellent example of Greek Revival 
architecture. The Arcola Mill was one of the earliest lumber mills on the St. Croix 
River. The Mower House and the mill site are all that remains of the community of Arcola 
which once included shops and houses built for the mill employees.

The Mower brothers are prominent figures in the history of the St. Croix Valley. 
John Mower was a member of the territorial legislature in 1854, and Mower County in southern 
Minnesota was named after him. Martin Mower was the managing owner of the St. Croix Boom 
Company for many years. (The St. Croix Boom Site is a National Landmark).

Originally from Maine, John Mower moved to St. Croix Falls in 1842 and worked with a 
lumbering company. He and his family moved to Stillwater in 1844 and built a house there.

Martin Mower came to Minnesota in 1843. He and three partners formed a company to 
build a saw mill and go into the lumbering business. In 1846 they moved to land seven 
miles above Stillwater and agreed upon the name Arcola. When the mill was finished in 
1847, two of the partners sold out, and John Mower bought an interest in the enterprise.

The original mill built in 1847 measured 40 by 60 feet with one sash saw and an edger. 
It was powered by a water wheel 34 feet in diameter enclosed in a wheel house. The water 
was brought from a spring 100 rods away. The mill had a capacity of one million board 
feet a year.

In 1856, the Mowers rebuilt the mill and powered it by steam. It had a capacity of 
two million board feet. In 1859 a new engine and machinery were added, and the capacity 
was expanded to five million board feet.

Sometime in the 1870s, however, the mill ceased to operate. Martin Mower was deeply 
involved in the management of the St. Croix Boom Company and John Mower had other 
business and political interests.

All that remains of the Arcola Mill today are the chimney, foundation, engine mount, 
and structural embankment for the sluceway. A modern cabin has been built on the site 
using the old mill foundation and chimney.

The Mower House was built on the St. Croix River in 1847, a few hundred feet south 
of the mill. Martin, who never married, lived there along with John Mower, his wife, 
and children.

The house is a good example of Greek Revival architecture and was one of the largest 
and most elegant houses along the St. Croix River. The house remained in the Mower 
family until 1935 when the present owners bought it. It is now used only as a summer 
residence.
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