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The Ormsby-Kelly house is a two-story private residence in a vernacular Italianate 
style. It is made of red brick laid in stretcher bond. The shallow, hip roof 
ends in wode eaves above a wide wood cornice. The double hung sash windows 
and front entrances feature heavy stone drip molding with keystones. There is 
one exterior brick chimney on the west side, and two other interior chimneys, 
also brick. Square wood piers support the one-story, almost flat-roofed front 
porch.

The rectangular main block of the house was built in 1876. It included the
front porch and a smaller, screened porch at the west rear. Because of deterioration
of the wood, both porches have been replaced in the past 25 years, but in keeping
with their original design. A one-story kitchen and servants' quarters was
also part of the original construction. This section is on the east side of
the main block; modern windows have been installed.

In 1890 two additions were made by Ormsby, the original owner. A two-story 
wing for a library and extra bedroom was added at right angles to the rear 
of the house. The brick, window shapes, ornamentation and cornicework conform 
to that of the main block. Also, to the right of the front porch, a-solarium 
was built, with long rectangular windows topped with square panels of stained 
glass. A single window in the house wall was replaced by a wide arch that 
connects the living room with the solarium.
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This house, commissioned by A.L. Ormsby, an early Emmetsburg banker, Civil War 
veteran, and landowner both in Iowa and Canada, is significant chiefly for its 
association with'two contemporary journalists, Bruce Bliven and Thomas Kelly.

Bliven was born here 27 July, 1899, while his mother, a sister of Ormsby, was 
visiting Emmetsburg. Although the Bliven family later built their own house 
in town, Bruce Bliven spent many hours of his youth in the Ormsby house with 
his uncle's family. After leaving Emmetsburg in 1917, Bliven went to college 
at Stanford. He later served on the staffs of the San Francisco Bulletin and 
the New York Globe, and for 20 years was New York correspondent for the 
Manchester Guardian. He also was editor of the New Republic for some years. 
Bliven is now in retirement in California.

The second journalist, Thomas Kelly, has owned the house since 1940. He, too, 
was born in Emmetsburg; his parents rented the house soon after his birth and 
Kelly spent much of his boyhood here. Kelly received degrees in journalism 
from the State University of Iowa and the University of Minnesota, financing 
his education by playing jazz piano with campus groups and later "Big Band" 
era orchestras. In 1945, Kelly purchased the Emmetsburg Reported and Democrat, 
which he edited until his retirement in 1969. As a weekly columnist, Kelly 
was widely quoted in state and national publications. He was the first Master 
Columnist selected by the Iowa Press Association in 1945. Many of the columns 
from his "Scratch Pad" were circulated by national press associations. Readers' 
Digest and a number of metropolitan publications were regular users of his 
columns.
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