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Form 10-300 
(Ju ly 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type ail entries - complete a pplicable s ec tions) 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Ch eck One) 

0 Distr i ct 0 Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquis ition : 

~ Site 0 Structure Q P rivate O In Process 

STATE : 

Arkansas 
COUNTY : 

Pulaski 

STATU S 

0 Occupied 

G Unoccupied 

0 Ob je ct 0 Both 0 Being Cons idered 0 Preservation work 

0 Agr i cu ltura I 

0 Commercial 

IKJ Educationa l 

0 Enterta inment 

Cl TV OR TOWN: 

0 Government 0 Park 

0 Indu s tr ial 0 Pri vale Residence 

0 Mi litary 0 Rel ig ious 

0 Mus e um 0 Sc ientific 

Missouri Pacific Railroad 

i n progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Missouri Pacific Depot, Markham and Victory Streets 
S TAT E : 

Little Rock Arkansas 

e 

STA T E 

Little Rock Arkansas 

. T AND NUM BE R: 

CITY OR T OWN : STA TE : 

ACCESSIBLE 

T O THE PUBLIC 

Yes : 

0 Restricted 

e9 Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

() 

0 
c 
z 
-1 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

e9 Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Ch eck One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

IXJ Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG I NAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Ch" ck One) 

0 Moved B Origi r.ol Site 

A,!~ present time~. only a portion of the original Little Rock remains. 
The remaining--portion, however, is quite large and probably weighs several 
tons. It ri~~a h §.ight of about 18 feet above the level of the 
Arkansas _River and extends for a distance of approximately 40 feet along 
t Qe bank. There are concrete steps leading down from the top of the 
river bank to the top of the rock and a descriptive, metal, historical 
marker is placed atop the "Rock". The marker is enclosed in an iron, 
pipe rai~ing. This railing extends on either side of the concrete steps 
which lead from the top of the bank to the marker. The "Rock" stands at 
the river's edge at the foot of Rock Street on property which now belongs 
to the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Almost adjacent to the "Rock", and 
probably built on a portion of the original "Rock", is the approach to 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad bridge which crosses the river at this 
point. The site is overshadowed by the bridge and the visito.r is forced 
to approach the site by crossing a series of railroad tracks which 
service a series of run-down warehouses along the riverfront. 

Originally, the "Little Rock" probably was taller than the river­
bank and would have certainly served as a landmark for someone approach­
ing the site from downstream. The rock out-crupping, of which the 
"Little Rock" formed a part, apparently jutted out into the river, for 
early maps of the city sh~ thiS: point as an apparent protuberance on 
an otherwise smooth shoreline. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

~ Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Arch itecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

OJ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Ph i-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human -

itorian 

Theater 

T rons portotion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

TATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the "Little Rock 11 , lies primarily in the fact 
that the Arkansas city, which is the largest in population, and the 
most important as the State Capitol, t~kes its name from this rock 
formati_on. Also s~gm.ficat ~s the knowledge that the "Little Rock 11 

served as a starting point for most of the land surveys south of the 
Attans as - River. 

The first known reference to 11 rocks 11 along the Arkansas River 
was by Be~_ de _La Harpe in th;-course of h~plorations in 
April of 1722. La Harpe makes no reference at this time to Little Rock, 
however:-

"On the ninth, having advanced a league, we found some 
rocky country, and a league further "The Rock", which 
is to the right of the river; we na~ed it the French 
Rock. This is a steep mountain of clean rock made of 
limestone which forms three mountains one after the 
other ••••••••••" 

The first reference to "The Little Rocks" was made after 
the United States had purchased Louisiana from the French. John 
B. Treat, in a letter written to the Secretary of War on November 15, 
1805, states: 

"For the first fifty leagues above this, both shores are 
moderately high, and well wooded, five or six leagues 
beyond the Country becomes somewhat mountainous and being 
stoney along the river side has caused it to be named 
the Little Rocks." 

It is not until_ 1818 that we find the Little Ro_ck_ being used 
as a landmark. At this time it was ~~ as a reference, pr b?S~ 
oint for a survey _of Indian lands. The following Statement is 

found in The Territorial Papers of the United States. 

"Below a line to commence at the little rock on the 
Arkansas thence south to the Saline Creek." 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) 



Form 10-300a 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

CONT'D 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 

to note that the reference to Little Rcok 1s 1n lower 

In 1819 Thomas Nuttall made the following observation: 

"The facade or cliffs, in which it terminates on the bank 
of the river is calle the Little Rock, as it 1s the first 
stone which occurs in place." 

Reuben Gold Thwaites, in providing an editor's footnote to the Nuttall 
Journal says: 

"called La Petite Rochelle by the French 7 to distinguish it 
from the larger rocky promonotory two m1les further up 
the river." 

Thwaites does not, however, document the source from which he quotes 
the name La Petite Rochelle. 

Timothy Flint, in his A Condensed Geography and History of the 
Western States, published in 1828, makes the following observation: 

"The seat of government is at a point about 300 miles by 
the course of the river and a little more than half the 
distance by land above the Post. It is on the south bank 
of the river, on a very high stone bluff, ludicrously called 
Little Rock, from the prodigious masses of stone about it. 
The situation is healthy and pleasant, and the circumstances 
of its being the metropolis has caused a village to spring 
up here. It is called Arcopolis." 

By 1834-35, the name Little Rock was in general use for the town. 
G.W. Featherstonhaugh uses the name Little Rock in his book Excursion 
Through the Slave States and also gives the following version of how 
the town acquired its name. 

"The town of Li Hle Rock receives its name from being built 
upon the first rock - a slate which underlies the sandstone 
and dips SE at a great inclination -which juts out into the 
Arkansa, in comin~ up the river from its mouth in the 
Mississippi 



Form 10-300a 
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(Number ell entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STA T E 

Arkansas 
COUN T Y 

Pulaski 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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•· Forljl 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IIIATIOIIIAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR 

STATE : 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required . 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 
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OCT 6 1970 
H30-HR 

Dr. Georg M. Reynolds 
GrAirman, State Review Committee 
Arkansas Hi tory Commission 
Old St te House 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Dear Dr. Reynolds: 

e are pleased to inform you th t The Little Rock in Littl Rock, 

rkansas, ha been p laced on the national Register of Historic 

Places. Senators John L. McClellan and J. w. Fulbright and R pre-

sentative Wilbur D. Mills have also be~n notified . Please withhold 

an publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of tho 

Congressional correspondence. 

Entered in the N tiona! Register 

Sincerely yours, 

PJ len c cmnallY /Sf 'Ernest 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Chief, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation 

OCT b I 7 
---

9/29/70 SMarusin:drs BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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~ c l$·dlt~ ~a1ni~ tth~ Nat.i al ROlilh ,r :hl nclo8ed * .. 

'P Ji\, 

cc: 1 Dr. Georg M. Reynold , Chainna.n, State Review co ittee, Arkansas 
History C<mmtission, Old State House, r .. ittle Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Director, Southeast Region 



(I) 

~ 
'0 .. 
~ 
(I) 

::I 
~ 
A! ;,;: 
tf.l 

s:: 
0 

0 
r--
~ 
N 
......... 
~ 

.. . f l 

o. 

}\fO~ti !1, tJ.y Co. y Q thla 1 

· 1i -:r i 4 lo 

k, 

l fl t. 

I • .. , 

'"''·'<') \.'. 

OCT 14 1970 

I 

t!l 

It d. 

th t_hi. 

,.,fu: 1 

it s 

1 l{Jl, 

. ' er CT ~ 970 
cc ; Dr. George M. Rflynolds, Chairman, State Review Committee, Ark&n s 

History co ssion, Old State Hou , Little Rock, Arkans s 72201 

Duplicate letters sent to Hon. J. •:;. FUlbriqht 
United States s nate 
~<Jashington, o. c. 

Hon. Wilbur D. ills 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D • C. 


