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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At the present time only a portion of the original Little Rock remains,
The remalnlng portion, however, is quite large and probably weighs several
tons, It rises to a height of about 18 feet above the level of the
Arkansas River and extends for a distance of approximately 40 feet along
the bank, There are concrete steps leading down from the top of the
river bank to the top of the rock and a descriptive, metal, historical
marker is placed atop the "Rock". The marker is enclosed in an iron,
pipe railing., This railing extends on either side of the concrete steps
which lead from the top of the bank to the marker. The "Rock" stands at
the river's edge at the foot of Rock Street on property which now belongs
to the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Almost adjacent to the "Rock", and
probably built on a portion of the original "Rock", is the approach to
the Missouri Pacific Railroad bridge which crosses the river at this
point. The site is overshadowed by the bridge and the visitor is forced
to approach the site by crossing a series of railroad tracks which
service a series of run-down warehouses along the riverfront.

Originally, the "Little Rock" probably was taller than the river-
bank and would have certainly served as a landmark for someone approach-
ing the site from downstream, The rock out-cropping, of which the
"Little Rock" formed a part, apparently jutted out into the river, for
early maps of the city show this point as an apparent protuberance on
an otherwise smooth shoreline.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the "Little Rock", lies primarily in the fact
that the Arkansas city, which is the largest in population, and the
most important as the State Capitol, takes its name from this rock
formation, Also significat is the knowledge that the "Little Rock"
served as a starting point for most of the land surveys south of the
Arkansas River.,

The first known reference to "rocks" along the Arkansas River
was by Bernard de La Harpe in the course of his explorations in
April of 1722, La Harpe makes no reference at this time to Little Rock,
however,

"On the ninth, having advanced a league, we found some
rocky country, and a league further "The Rock", which
is to the right of the river; we named it the French
Rock., This is a steep mountain of clean rock made of
limestone which forms three mountains one after the
other ..unoooo-o"

The first reference to "The Little Rocks" was made after
the United States had purchased Louisiana from the French., John
B. Treat, in a letter written to the Secretary of War on November 15,
1805, states:

"For the first fifty leagues above this, both shores are
moderately high, and well wooded, five or six leagues
beyond the Country becomes somewhat mountainous and being
stoney along the river side has caused it to be named

the Little Rocks."

It is not until 1818 that we find the Little Rock being used
as a landmark. At this time it was used as a reference, or base.
point for a survey of Indian lands. The following Statement is
found in The Territorial Papers of the United States.

"Below a line to commence at the little rock on the
Arkansas thence south to the Saline Creek,"

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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In 1819 Thomas Nuttall made the following observation:

"The facade or cliffs, in which it terminates on the bank
of the river is calle the Little Rock, as it is the first
stone which occurs in place."

Reuben Gold Thwaites, in providing an editor's footnote to the Nuttall
Journal says:

"called La Petite Rochelle by the French, to distinguish it
from the larger rocky promonotory two miles further up
the river."

Thwaites does not, however, document the source from which he quotes
the name La Petite Rochelle.

Timothy Flint, in his A Condensed Geography and History of the

Western States, published in 1828, makes the following observation:

"The seat of government is at a point about 300 miles by

the course of the river and a little more than half the
distance by land above the Post. It is on the south bank

of the river, on a very high stone bluff, ludicrously called
Little Rock, from the prodigious masses of stone about it.
The situation is healthy and pleasant, and the circumstances
of its being the metropolis has caused a village to spring
up here. |t is called Arcopolis."

By 1834-35, the name Little Rock was in general use for the town.
Featherstonhaugh uses the name Little Rock in his book Excursion

Through the Slave States and also gives the following version of how

the town acquired its name.

"The town of Little Rock receives its name from being built
upon the first rock - a slate which underlies the sandstone
and dips SE at a great inclination - which juts out into the
Arkansa, in coming up the river from its mouth in the
Mississippi . . .
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OCT 6 1970

H30~HR

Dr. George M. Reynolds

Chairman, State Review Committee

Arkangas History Commission

0ld state House

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Dr. Reynolds:

We are pleased to inform you that The Little Rock in Little Rock,
Arkansas, has been placed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Senators John L. MeClellan and J. W. Fulbright and Repre-
sentative Wilbur D. Mills have also been notified. Please withhold
any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of the

Congraessional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

nnall
JS] Ernest A1len Connally
Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeology
and Historic Presexrvation

QCAS 0 19 '/3.3

Entered in the National Register

ol
HR 9729770 SMarusin:drs BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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9/29/70

H30-HR

don. Wilbur D. Hills
Hisune of Repressntatives
#ashington, D. O,

m me Mﬂl’!
We are pleasad to inform vou that The Little Rogk in Little Zowuk,

Arkansas, hHae besn nominated by the Stats Liaison Officer appoeinted
by the Covernor for the implamentation of the Hational Historie
Pressrvation Program in hrkaosas and has been entered inte the
sational Register of Nistoric Places. Senators Johm L. MeClellan
and Y. ¥. Palbwight have also been provided with this infarmation.
Bv copy of this letter, the State Lisison afficer, Dr. Ceoygse ¥.
Revnolds, Chairman, 3tate Reviev CommitSee, Arkansas History Comsission,
514 State Fouss, Little Rock, hrkansas 72201, has likewiss been notified.
& leaflet szplalaing the Mational Reglster is enclossd.

sincezely ryours,

sy - o
oM REREAE N

« O UApTea
REFEY A,t;vn{':g’ j;;?‘_
Dirsotor

Zaclosare

aeT ¢ 1S/
Eatered in the Watiossl Negister_ O

ec: Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review Committee, Arkansas
History Commission, Old State House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Director, Southeast Region
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H30-8R
OCT 1 4 1970

gon. Jobhn L. MeClellan
Uniced States Senate

Washingten, D. C.
Uear Eenateor MeClellan:

We are pleased to ilaform you that The Little Reek in Little Roek,

Arkansas, bas been nominatsd by the State Liaisen Officer appointed
by the Governor for the implementation of the Natiomal Historic
Freservation Progrsa in Arkansas and has been entared into the
Hdational Register of Historie Places. Zenator J. ¥W. Pulbright and
Representative Wilbar D. Mille have also besn provided with this
information., By copy of this letter, the State Lialson Offiger,
Br. Sgerge ¥. Reyaolds, CThalmrman, Btats Seview Committee, Avkansas
fiistory Commission, 013 State touse, Little Roek, Arkansas 72201,
has likewise been notified. A leaflet explaining the Hational
tegister is anclosad.

Sincersly yours,

Enclomure

Enteared in the National Mimwmqu 6 1970

A N a4 O s B A i i

Director,

LL: Mr. Melvin

T
HR

é;;.tt“. Arkansas
ce: Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review
History Commission, 014 State House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

1s

to: Hon. J. W. Nlbtiqht Hon. Wilbur D. Mil

AP e t United States Senate louse of Representatives
Washington, D. C. Washington, D. C.



